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His Grace FAME S 
Duke of CHANDOS. 


BEG Leave to recommend to Your 
Grace’s Protection the Hiftory of 
HERNAN CorrTez, the Fortunate 
Conqueror of the Mewxican Empire. 


Tue Difcovery and Congueft of that new 
World have enrich’d. England with no {mall Share 
of the Wealth of it; which makes it a Point of 
Gratitude in Behalf of my Country to publith the 
Actions of this Hero, and renders him {till more 
worthy of Your Grace’s Patronage. 
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My Lard, 


I suaut decline entring on the Subject of thofe 
Virtues and diftinguifhing Qualities, which have 
fhewn themfelves fo eminently in Your Grace, and 
engae’d the Love and Efteem of all good Men. 
May You long live the Ornament of Your Coun- 
try: And permit me the Honour of acknowledging 
publickly the many Obligations I have to Your 
Grace, and affuring You that Lam, with an invio- 


ble Refpect, 


My Lorp, 


Your Grace’s Moft Obedient, and 


Moft Faithful Humble Servant, 


THOMAS TOWNSEND. 
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Se FLE Conqueft of Mexico zs one of the 

< eld ; : set 

Bet) greateft Subjects tm all Hiftory: It leads 
ANE] us through Variety of important TranJ- 

actions to the Overthrow of avaft Em- 


pire, atchievd by a Handful of Men 


under the Condud of Hernan Cortez, who added 


this ineftimable Jewel to the Crown of Spain za the 
Time of CHARLEs V. 

Wuorver will confider the Difficulties he over- 
came, and the Batiles he fought and win againft an 
incredible Superiority of Numbers, muft own him 
little ivferior to the moft celebrated Heroes of An- 
tiquity. | | | 

His Hiftory has been written by feveral Authors, 
and particularly by Francifco Lopez de Gomara, 
Antonio de Herrera, and Bernal Diaz del Caftillo ; 
who either took Things too much upon Trujft, or were 
prejudicd againft lnm: But at length the Learned 
Soxts, by erecting thisTrophy to bis Honour, difchar- 
ged the Debt due from the Spanith Nation to the Me- 


THE 
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Tur great Adions of Corre, and the elesan 
Pen of Sowis, were the chief Motives that induc’d 
me to make him Englith: To which may be added, 
that Ser Paul Recount having tranflated the Congueft 
of Peru from Garcillaflo de la Vega, Inca, my pre- 
Jent Work compleats the Difcovery and Conqueft of the 
American Continent. 

AND notwithftanding what has been written by 
Some concerning the Semplictty and Nakednefs of the 


‘Indians, it zs plain from the Hiftory of Sov1s, and 


contributes not a little to the Glory of CorRTeEZz, that 
he engag’d numerous Armies, which wanted neither 
Courage, Conduct, nor offenfiveWeapons: And though 
Some Things in the enfuing Hiftory may appear fabulous, 
wt ts neverthelefs certam, that CorTEZ really per- 
form’d more than Flattery has invented of others. 
Tur Tranflation was the Employment of my leifure 
Flours in Country Quarters, in the Kingdom of Ireland: 
How well [have fucceeded, 1s humbly Jubmitted to the 
Fudgment of the Reader. 
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| Chap. V. Hernan Cortez makes fome Preparations for the'Enterprize of 
Mexico; he accidentally receives a Reinforcement of Spaniards, returns 
to Tlafcala, aud finds Magifcatzin dead. i | 25 
Chap. VI. 4 frefh Succour of Spanifh Soldiers arrive in the Army. The 
Men who came with Narbaez ave importunate for their Difcharge and 
Return to Cuba. Hernan Cortez draws up a fecond Relation of bis 
Expedition, and difpatches new Envoys to the Emperor Charles V. 31 
Chap. VII. The Envoys of Hernan Cortez arrive in Spain, and pals on to 
Medellin, where they continue till the Troubles of the Kingdom ave over ; 
after which, they go tothe Court, and prevail to have the Bifhop of Burgos 
fet afide from being a Fudge in the Caufe of Cortez, — 38 
Chap. VILL. Coxcludes toe Affairs of the precedent Chapter, — 44. 
Chap. IX, Cortez receives a new Succour of Men and Ammunition: be 
mufiers his Spanifh Troops ; and the Confederates do the like, after his 
Example : He ublifhes certain military Orders, and begins his March, 
| with a Defignto polfefs bimfelf of Tezeuco. —— —~ 50 
Chap. X. The Army marches, and overcomes fome Difficulties. The King of 
Tezeuco fexds an artful Embafly to Cortez ; he returns an Anfwer of 
the fame kind, and thereby gains Admittance into the Czty without vefi{- 


| tance. : =i = 6 an as 
| Chap. XI. The Army being quartered in Tezeuco, the Nobles come and afer Roe 
| to ferve init. Cortez reffores the Kingdom to the lawful Succef[or, leaving : ii om 
the Tyrant without any hopes tove-eftablifh himfelf: — 62 ae 
| Chap. XII. The xew Kzug of Tezeuco 7s baptized ean publick Solewnity ; | Pete tee 
| Cortez marches with part of the Army to pofefs himfelf of the City of ES: oe 
Iztapalapa, where he fiands in need of all ius Civcumfpection, to prevent | ae 
| falling into an Ambu{h prepared by the Mexicans. 66 | “Se B 
Chap. XII. The Provinces of Chalco avd Otumba apply to Cortez for Re- : aa a 
lief again{? the Mexicans. He orders Gonzalo de Sandoval, and Fran- | Bis a 
cifco de Lugo wpox that Expedition , they overthrow the Enemy, and take ites Oras 
fome Prifoners of Rank, by whofe means Cortez makes Propofitzons of Peace : ee : ; ; 
£0 the Mexican Enperor. ona et 71 | a sa 
big ; rt yitghar 4 de 
Chap, ieee is. 
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Chap. XIV. Gonzalo de Sandoval conducts the Brigantines to Tezeuco: 
Whilfi they ave finifhing, Hernan Cortez marches out with part of his 


Aymy to view the Borders of the Lake. — 76 
Chap. XV. Hernan Cortez marebes to Yalcotan, where he meets with Re- 
Siltance ; he overcomes that Dijficulty, and oes forward with bis Army to 
Tacuba, and having vanguifhed the Mexicans iz feveral Engagements 
makes bis Retrea‘. -—- — on 
Chap. XVI. A frefh Succour of Spaniards arrives at Tezeuco. Sandoval! 
marches to the Relief of Chalco; defeats the Mexicans twice ix the 
open Field, aud takes the Town of Guaftepeque avd Capiftlan. ——8 
Chap. XVII. Cortez marches out of Tezeuco, to view the Lake on the fide 
of Suchimilco: He has two dangerous Engagements with the Enemy, who 
bad fortified themfelves upon the Mountains of Guaftepeque. wo? 
Chap. XVIII. The Army pafes.on to Quatlavaca, where the Mexicans re- 
ceive a new Defeat; from thence to Suchimilco, where Cortez, furmounts 
a great Difficulty, andis in danger of being loft. te 99 
Chap. XIX. 4 Confpiracy of fome Spaniards again/? the Life of Cortez, is 
punifhed by the Death of aSpanith Soldier ; and a Sedition of fome Vlaf. 
calans, by the Death of Xicotencal. a 106 
Chap. XX. The Brigantines-are launched, and the Army. divided into three 
Parts for attackiug the City at the fame time, by the Caufeways of Ta- 
cuba, Iztapalapa, avd Cuyoacan. Hernan Cortez advances upon the 
Lake, and defeats a great tleet of Mexican Canoes. Sot AO yo 
Chap. XXII. Cortez foes to view the three Bodies of his Troops, as they 
were pified on-the different Caufeways of Cuyoacan, Iztapalapa, and 
Tacuba, avd finds that in each Place they had occafion for the Affifiance 
of the Brigaatines ; whereupon he leaves four with Gonzalo de Sandoval, 
four with Pedro de Alvarado, gud retires himfelf to Cuyoacan with the 
other five. x : il 
Chap. XXL. The Mexicans make ule of various Stratagems: for their De- 
fence: they. lay an Ambufcade of Canoes for the Brigantines. Hernan 
Cortez receives acomiderable Defeat, and is forced to retire to Cuyoacan. 


iene 


. 12 
Chap. XXIF. The Mexicans celebrate their Vittory with the Sacrifice of rhe 
Spanifh Prifoners.*. Guatimozin terrifies the Confederates, and accafions 
many of themto forfake Cortez ; but they return in greater Numbers, and 
it is vefolved to make Lodgments within the City. 130 
Chap. XXIV. Cortez carries on his three Attacks at once. The whole Army 
joins inthe great Square of Mexico, called Tlateluco. Guatimozin ve- 
twes tothe farthe/t Part of the City. ‘The Mexicans make Jeveral Efforts, 
and ufe divers Stratagems, to divert the Spaniards. ~ 136 
Chap. XXV. ‘Zhe Mexicans attempt to make theiy Retreat by the Lake. They 
engage the Brigantines with thei Canoes, in order to facilitate Guatimo- 
zin’s Efcape. He is made Prifoner, and the City furrenders. 145 
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Of the CONQUEST of 


Mexico, or New SePatn. 


BLO O.Keasd: 


GoikinA sPootl. 


Shewing the Necessity of Dividing the Hiftory 
of the Indies zuto different Parts, im order to a 


thorough under ftanding of 1. 


<a T was my Intention, for fome Time, to continue 
Hiei the General Hiflory of the West IN DIEs, left 
by Antonio de Herrera in the Year 1554, until 
1 difcover’d the Difficulties of the Undertaking. 
Wi asi) And while I perfitted in this bold Refolution, I 
gore) pend, and carefully obfervd what both before and 
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by Strangers, ; 
the Regions of that new World are at fo great aDiltance from our 


Hemifphere, I have found that the foreign Writers have been very 
daring, and no lefs malicious, to invent whatfoever they have 
pleas’d to the Difadvantage of the Spaniards ; {pending whole Vo- 
iumes in blaming the Miftakes of fome particular Men, in order 


to darken the Glory of the worthy Actions perform’d by All in 
: B common, 
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common. I have likewife obferv’d , that there is but little Unj- 
formity and Agreement in the Accounts given by our own Wri- 
ters: A remarkable Inftance of that ordinary Danger to which 
Truth is expos'd, which feldom fails to be distigur’d when trant 
mitted from afar; as indeed every Thing, in proportion as it is 
carried from its Source, lofes of its native Purity. ? 

The Obligation I was under to difprove the former, and the 
Delire had of reconciling the latter, detain’d me in the Search 
of Papers, and in Expectation of fome Memoirs which might 
ferve as a Foundation to my Work: An inglorious Kind of f.a- 
bour! our Time and our Application being {pent in Ob{curity, 
and unfeen by the World: A Labour, however, from which no 
Hiftorian can be exempted; becaufe he is to draw the Truth, which 
is the very Soul of Hittory, pure and unmux’d, out of that con- 
fus'd Medley of various Accounts; the Care of an Author in this 
Refpect refembling that of an Architeck, who, before he begins 
to build, firft heaps together his Materials, and then from that 
formlefs Mafs takes every Thing neceflary to the Execution of 
his Detign, drawing out by little and little from the Duft and 
Confufion of the Storehoufe the Beauties and Proportions of the 
Building. 

Bur to come to my Subject: I have found that a General 
Eiftory takes in fo great a Number of Faéts independent upon 
each other, that I have thought it little lefs than impoffible to 
bring them together without a Confufion; a Difhculty which, 
perhaps, arifes from my want of Capacity. The Hiftory of the 
4ndies has for its'Ground-work three great Actions, fuch as may 
vie with the greateft that former Ages have feen: ‘The Exploits 
of Chriflopher Colombus, in his admirable Navigation and firlt En- 
terprizes upon the new World; the Courage and Condu& of 
Hernan Cortez in. the Congueft of New Spain, the Bounds of 
whofe vaft Regions are ftil] unknown; and the Labours of Fran- 
cifco Pizarro, and. of his Succeflors, who fubdued that mott ex- 
tenfive Empire of South America, a Theatre of various Tragedies 
and furprizing Novelties. 'Thefe are three Subjeéts for great Hif- 
tories, which, abounding with illuftrious Achievements and won- 
derful Accidents of both Kinds of Fortune, furnifh Matter wor- 
thy of our Annals, an agreeable Entertainment for the Memory, 
and ufeful Examples to improve our Minds, and. excite our 
Courage. But as in the General Hiltory of the Indies thefe 
three Subjects are blended together, and each of them in parti- 
cular with an infinite Number of lefs confiderable Enterprizes, 
it is no eafy Matter to reduce them to the Connexion of one 
fingle Narration, nor to obferve the due Order of Time, with- 

out 
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out interrupting, and even frequently’ rending to Pieces the prin- 
cipal Story, by a Detail of Circumftances. 7 

THE Matters of the Art, who have given the Name of Traz- 
fition to that Step which an Hiltorian makes from.one Event to 
another, require fo juft a Proportion to be obferwd between the 
Parts and the Whole, that the Body of the Hiltory may neither 
appear monttrous by a Superfluity of Members, nor yet fail to 
have all thofe which are neceflary to preferve a beautiful Variety ; 
but according to their Precepts, the joining of thefe Parts muft be 
{o nicely wrought, that no Eye may difcern the Texture ;_ nor 
mutt the Things be fo different as to be unlike, or to make a 
Confufion. And this delicate Skill of interweaving Events in fuch 
a Manner, that they may not appear Digreffions one from an- 
other, is the greateft Dificulty to an Hiftorian: For if when we 
are to refume a Matter we had dropp’d, we recapitulate many 
of its Circumftances, we inevitably fall into the Inconvenience 
of Repetition, and Prolixity; and if, on the other hand, we 
neglect to do it, our Style becomes unconnected and obfcure : 
Vices which muft equally be avoided, becaufe they ruin the bett 
Performances of an Author. . 

Tuts Danger, common to all General Hiltories, is greater 
and almoft unavoidable in ours: For the Weft Indies confift of 
two Empires of very great Extent; each of which contairis ‘an- 


Infinity of Provinces, and innumerable Iflands. Within. thefe, 
Limits reign’d divers petty Kings, or Caciques ; fome of them’ 


Dependent, and Tributaries to the two'Emperors of Mexico and 
Peru; the relt were fecur’d in their Freedom by the Diftance of 
their Situation. All thefe Provinces, or little Kingdoms, were 
fo many feveral Conquefts by different Conquerors: Many En 
terprizes were form’d at one and the fame Time, all under Brave 
Captains, tho’ little known. They conducted fome Troops of 
Soldiers, and thefe Troops were {tiled Armies; not without 
fome Shew of Reafon, if we confider the Greatnefs of their De- 
figns, and their Succefs in the Execution. Many Battles were 
fought in thefe Expeditions with fome Princes, and in fome Pro- 
vinces and Places, the Names of which were dificult not only 
to be remember’d, but even to be pronounc’d: So that hence 
arofe frequent and obfcure Tranfitions in the Hiftory of thofe 
Exploits, and the Abundance of the Matter perplex’d the Narra- 
tion; the Hiftorian being obligd frequently to leave and to ree 
fume the lefs important Adventures, and the Reader to turn 
back to thofe he had left in Sufpence, or to keep his Memory 
upon.a continual Stretch. 
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I po not deny, but that Antonio de Herrera, a very careful 
Writer, (whom I not only fhall endeavour to follow, but would 
gladly imitate,) has labour’d with great Succefs in the difficult 
Tafk he had chofen of a General Hiftory: Neverthelefs, I do 
not find all that Perfpicuity in his Decades which was neceflary to 
make them be under{tood: Nor was it poflible for him to be 
more clear, having fuch a Multitude of Adventures to relate, 
and being oblig’d fo often to quit and to refume them as the 
Order and Succeflion of ‘Times requir’d. 


CibboA (Pi oA. 


The Reafous which engagd the Author to write a 
Jeparate Eiftory of North America, or New 


Pua IN. 


_——————— eae 


Gewwesy] Y Defign is to recover the Hiftory of New Spain out 
y of this Labyrinth and Obfcurity, in order to write it 
{eparately, placing it, as well-as I am able, in a fuch 
: Light, that the Mind of the Reader may be ftruck 
by the Wonderful without. being fhock’d, and inftrudted by 
the Ufeful without being difgufted. I have chofen this Sub- 
ject out of the Three which I have mention’d, becaufe the Ex- 
ploits of Chriffopher Colombus, and the firft Conquefts of the Iflands, 
and of Darien, not being intermix’d with any other Adventures, 
are happily and diftinétly related in the firft and fecond Decades 
of Antonio de Herrera. And as for the Hiftory of Peru, it is to 
be met with a-part in two Tomes, written by the Inga, Garcila/o, 
an Author fo exa¢t in his Accounts, and {o {mooth and agreeable 
in his Style, (according to the Elegance of his Time,) that I 
fhould blame any Man as too ambitious, who fhould attempt to 
excell him, and give great Encomiums to whofoever could imi- 
tate him in profecuting that Hiftory. But New Spain either is 
without a Hiftory which deferves that Name, or ftands in need 
of a Defence againft the Reproaches of Potterity. 

Francifco Lopex de Gomara is the firft who has-treated this Sub- 
ject, but without any Care or Exactnefs. He relates what he 
has been told, and affirms it with an exceflive Credulity, de- 
pending as much upon what he has heard, as if he had been an 
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Eyé-witnels of the Facts; and finding no Difficulty in Things 
improbable, nor Repugnance in Things impoflible. 

Tars Author is followed by Antonio de Herrera, both in Time, 
and in fome Part of his Accounts ; and after him comes Bar- 
tholomé Leonardo de Argenfola, who has fallen into the fame Faults 
with Herrera, and is lefs excufable, ‘having interwoven the firft 
Adventures in this Conqueit into his Annals of Arragon, treating 
them in fuch a Manner, as to appear there far fetch’d, and to 
fill only the Place of an Epifode. He has related what he found 
in Antonio de Herrera: And though his Style be better, yet is it 
fo often interrupted and perplex’d by the Mixture of other Ad- 
ventures, that what is great and heroical in that Enterptize, is 
either diminifh’d or entirely loft by the Digreflions, as may be 
feen in many Parts of his Hiftory. 

TueEReE has fince come abroad a particular Hiflory of New 
Spain, a Pofthumous Work of Bernal Diax del Caffillo. It was 
brought to light by a Monk of the Order of our Lady of La 
Merced, he having found thé Manufcript in the Library of a 
great and learned Minifter, where it had lain conceal’d for ma- 
ny Years, perhaps on account of fome Inconveniences which, 
at the Time of the printing it, were either over-look’d, or un- 
known. It pafles at prefent for an authentick Hiftory, its rough 
and unpolifh’d Style helping it to look like Truth, and to per- 
{wade fome of the Sincerity of its Author. But though he has 
the Advantage of having been an Eye-witnefs of thofe Things 
he has recorded, one may neverthelefs difcover, from his very 
Work, that he was not fo free from Pailion in his Views, as to 
have the right Government of his Pen: He appears as well fa- 
tisfy’d with his Ingenuity, as ill content with his Fortune; Envy 
and Ambition openly thew themfelves in many Parts of his Book, 
thefe two intemperate Paflions frequently breaking forth in Com- 
plaints againit Hernan Cortex, the principal Hero of this Hiltory. 
He endeavours to penetrate his Defigns, that he may throw a 
Slur upon, and corre€t his Counfels; oftentimes giving out as 
infallible Rules for Condu& not the Orders of his General, and 
the Difpofitions made by him, but the Murmurs and Mutter- 
ings of the Soldiers , although in this Profeflion there are as ma- 
ny ftupid ignorant Creatures as elfewhere ; and in all Profeflions, 


it is equally dangerous to fufter thofe to difpute, who are born 


only to obey. 

THeEseE are the Motives which have engaged me to enter 
upon this Subject, endeavouring to clear it from the Obfcurity in 
which it is involv’d, and to do Jultice to injurd Truth. I 
fhall take Help from thofe Authors I have cited, upon all Oc- 
| G cafions 
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cafions where I fhall have no reafonable Ground to differ from. 
them; and I fhall have Recourfe to other Accounts, and private 
Memoirs, which I have collected, impartially chufing thofe which 
are moft worthy of Credit, for the forming of my Relation. I 
{hall endeavour to avoid Repetitions, -and the mentioning of 
of fuch ‘Things as ought to be fuppofed, wafting no Time in 
recounting minuter Circumftances, which either fully the Paper 
with what is indecent, or fill it with Things unworthy to be re< 
mark’d, and ferve more to {well the Volume, than to add any 
thing to the Dignity of the Hiftory. . 

But before I enter upon the Execution of what I have un- 
dertaken, it will be proper to give an Account of the Pofture of 
Affairs in Spain, at the Time when the Conqueft of the new 
World was begun, to the End that we may difcover its Origin, 
before we confider its Progrefs, and that this Knowledge may 
{erve as a Foundation to the Building we are going to raife. 
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The Calamities which Spain labour’d under, when 
ihe Conqueft of Mrx1co was undertaken. 


rafs\d, than for the many Felicities which then at- 

- tended it. Spain was.at that 'Time aflaulted on all Sides 
by Tumults, Difcords, and. Fagtons, its Tranquility being di- 
{turb’d by fuch inteftine Evils. as threaten’d its utter Ruin, and 
the People remaining in their Fidelity rather from a Senfe of 
ther Duty, than as being obedient to the Curb and Reins of 
Government. At the fame Time a Way was opening to its 
greateft Profperity in the Weft Indies, by, the Difcovery of another 
Spain, by which it not only extended its Limits, but renew’d 
and, doubled its Name. Thus Time and Fortune {port them- 
felves with the Things of this, World; and thus Good and Evil 
are either always mingled, or fucceed each other with a perpe- 
tual Revolution. 

In the Beginning of the foregoing Year died, Don Fernando 
the Catholick, and the Schemes, he had form’d for the Preferva- 
tion and, Augmentation of his Dominions, being difconcerted by — 
. the 
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the Death of their Author, the great Lofs thefe Kingdoms had 
fuftain’d, was gradually known by the Difturbances! and Difor+ 
ders in the publick Affairs which follow’d it; as the Value of 
Caufes is ufually difcover’d by the Importance of the Effeds. 

Tue whole Authority of the Government remain’d in the 
Hands of the Cardinal-Archbifhop of Toledo, Don Francifco 
Ximenes de Cifneros, a Man of a refolute Soul, fuperior Capa- 
city, and invincible Courage, and endow’d in an equal Degree 
with Piety, Prudence, and Fortitude: \'Thefe moral Virtues, 
and heroick Qualities, wete all united in him, without the leaft 
Difcord arifing from their Diverfity. But he was fo fond of 
doing every ‘Thing the beft Way, and fo adtive in the Support of 
his own Opinion, that he frequently let flip an Opportunity of 
doing well, by endeavouring to do better; and his Zeal was not 
{o proper for correcting turbulent Spirits, as his Integrity was 
likely to provoke them. | | | 

THE Queen Donna Fuana, Daughter of Don Fernando and 
Ifabella, to whom the Succeflion of the Kingdom rightfully bes 
long’d, refided at Tordefillas, where no body was admitted to fee 
her, by reafon of the unhappy Accident which had diforder’d 
her Underftanding, and which, by the too {trong Impreflions it 
had made upon her Imagination, had either depriv’d her totally 
of the Ufe of Reafon, or brought her to Reafon incoherently 
of thofe Things with which her Fancy was poflefs‘d. 

Prince Charles, (the Firft of that Name among the Kings of 
Spain, and Fifth among the Emperors.) whom the Accident of 
his Mother had brought to the Crown before the Time, was 
holding his Court in Flanders. And as he was yet but very 
young, being only in his Seventeenth Year, as he had not been 
educated in Spain, and as his firft Inclinations were preingag’d in 
favour of the Flemifh Minifter8: All thefe were melancholy 
Circumftances, which made his Coming be appreheniled, even by 

thofe who judg’d it neceflary for the Good of the State. 

THe Infanto Don Fernando his Brother, though of fewer 
Years, yet wanting not a Maturity of Underftanding, was highly 
difpleas’d, that his Grandfather Don Fernando had. not in his lait 
Will named him to be Chief Governor of thefe Kingdoms, as 
he had done in a former one, made at Burgos; and although he 
{lrove to keep himfelf within the Bounds of his Duty, yet he 
often made this Reflection, (and heard the fame from others, 
who were near him,) That had he never been nanvd' to that: 
Employment, the Neglect might have been imputed to his want 
of Years; but to exclude him after he had been once namd, 
was a Diftruft of another kind, which put a diredt Aftront: te 
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his Perfon and Dignity. So that he could not forbear declaring 
how little he was fatisfied with the new Government. A Dil- 
content extremely dangerous at that Time, becaufe the Minds 
of the People being in a general Difquiet, and ftrongly inclin’d 
to that Prince, as well upon Account of his affable Behaviour, 
as becaufe he had been born and bred in Caffille; they would 
undoubtedly have follow’d him, (in cafe of a Difturbance, as 
was apprehended,) taking Advantage of {fo natural a Motion to 
act their accultom’d Violences. 

Turse Perplexities were augmented by another, which gave 
the Cardinal Ximenes no lefs Uneafinefs. The Dean of Low- 
vain, Adriano Florencio, who was afterwards Pope, and the 
Sixth of that Name, had been fent from Flanders, to hold, in 
Appearance, the Rank and Quality of Ambaflador at the Court 
of King Ferdinand; but as foon as that King was dead, he pro- 
duc’d the Powers, which, till then, he had conceal’d, to take 
Pofleflion of his Kingdoms, in the Name of Prince Charles, 
and to govern in his Abfence. This occafion’d a Contett, 
which was manag’d on both Sides with great Warmth. ‘The 
Queftion was, Whether thefe Powers, or thofe with which the 
Cardinal was invefted, were of the greater Virtue and Autho- 
rity. The Politicians of that Time manag’d their Arguments 
upon it with too much Freedom, and little Refpect; their Rea- 
fonings having always fome Tincture of the Paflions, by which 
they were animated. Thofe who were fond of Novelty, pre- 
tended that the Cardinal was only a Governor, named by ano- 
ther Governor; becaufe King Ferdinand bore no other Title 
fince the Death of Queen J/abel. The Arguments offer’d by 
the other Side were not lefs infolent, feeing they tended to an 
Exclufion of both the Minifters. They maintain’d, that there 
was the fame Defect in the Nofffination of the Dean, becaufe, 
tho’ Prince Charles had the Advantage of being lawful Beir to 
the Crown of Spain, he could not, during the Lite of his Mo- 
ther, affume any other Quality than that of Governor, in the 
fame Manner as his Grandfather had done. Thus they de- 
clar’d thofe two Princes incapable of delegating to their Magil- 
trates that Sovereign Authority, which being infepaiable from 
the Perfon of the King, cannot be lodg’d in that of a Governor. 

Tue two Governors perceiving that both the Royal Autho- 
rity, and their own JurildiGtion were ftruck at by the foment- 
ing of thefe Difputes, concerted together to unite their Powers. 


A wife Refolution, had they been able in like manner, to form 


a Harmony of Genius; but the pofitive Humour of the Car- 


dinal was continually clafhing with the mild Temper of Adriano. 
The 
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The firft was inclin’d to fuffer no Companion in his Refolutions: 
and the other fupported his with little Activity; and without 
any Knowledge of the Laws and Cuftoms of the Nation. . This 
divided Authority occafioned a like Divifion in the Obedience 
of the Subjeft, producing the fame Inconvenience in the State, 
which would be caus’d by two Rudders in a Ship, whofe diffe- 
rent Steerings would alone create a Tempeft in the very) Midft 
Ot iealm wee S cueiee? 4 Tae Digs 
Tue Effects of this bad Conftitution were prefently known, 
the ill-corrected Humours, with which the Commonwealth 
abounded, being entirely’ exafperated. The Cardinal order’d 
(and he needed but little Perfwafion to bring over his Collegue 
to his Opinion ) that all the Cities and Towns of the -King- 
dom fhould arm themfelves; and that every one fhould lift its 
Militia, training the People to the Ufe of their Arms, and to 
the Practice of the Obedience due to their Commanders; to 
which End he appointed pay for the Officers, and granted Pri- 
vileges to the Soldiers. Some fay, that he took thefe Mea- 
fures in View to his own Security; and others, that it was in 
Order to have a Strength fufficient to curb ‘the Pride of the 
Grandees. But Experience foon made appear, that it was’ an 
inconvenient Step at that Seafon: For the Grandees, and 
thofe who poffefs’d hereditary Lordfhips, took Offence at 
the arming of the People, believing a Report which had been 
{pread, not to be without fome Foundation, That the Go- 
vernors intended, by the Help of this Force, to examine into 
the Origin of their Seignories, and their Pretenfions to thofe 
Duties they exacted from their Vaflals. And even among the 
People thefe Meafures had different Effects: For fome Cities 
lifted Men, made their Mufters, and trained their Soldiers to 
military Exercifes; but in others they look’d on thefe Imita- 
tions of War, as affecting their Liberty, and as dangerous to the 
publick Tranquillity: This Novelty being of equal bad Con- 
fequence in all; becaufe thofe Cities which continued in their 
Duty, were, however, not infenfible of the Strength they had to 
fupport their Difobedience upon Occafion; and thofe that were 
rebellious, found themfelves in a Condition to force the reft 
to follow them, and to put all Things into Confufion. 
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perrssnigg ads Fi: pes be 
The Condition of the diftant Kingdoms and the Iflands 
of America, which are now called the Weft Indies. 


8]. I) this Time the reft of the Dominions of the Crown of 
W52| Spain, Lufker’d no lefs than Caffile; there was fcarce a 
BA Stone that didnot move, nor a Part from whence they 
——=——~' had-not Reafon to fear the Ruin of the whole Fa 
brick... Andaluzia groaned under the Oppredflion of a Civil War, 
occalioned. by Don Pedro Giron, Son to the Conde de Urenna, that 
he might get 'Pofleflion of the Eftates belonging to the Duke of 
Medina Sidonia, the Succeflion of which he pretended to, by Donna 
Mencia de Gugman, bis Wife; putting the Proof of his Right 
uponthe|Decifion of Arms, and authorizing Violence with the 
Name,of Juttice. ; 2 

In Navarre; the two Parties of Beamont and Agramont, bes 
gan. to. breakout again with Violence, Names which made 
themfelves famous at the Expence of their Country. The Beamon- 
tefe, who were Partifans of the King of Caffile, called the attack- 
ing of their Enemies the’ Defence of Right: . And the Agra- 
montefe,, who, after the Death of Juan de la Brit and Queen 
Catalina, declared for the Prince of Bearne, their Son, pre- 
fum'd upon the Protection of Frances with whofe Power they 
threaten’d, their! Adverfaries; both the one and the other Party 
were difficult to reduce; both cover’d their Hatred with the 
Appearances of Loyalty, abufing the Name of the King, which 
only derved as a Pretence for Revenge and Sedition. 

In Arragon there arofe dangerous Difputes about the Govern- 
ment of, the Kingdom ; which, by the Will of King Fernando, 
was left to the Gare of his Son Don Alphonfo, Archbifhop of Zara- 
gora who. was dtrenuoufly oppos’d by the chief Magiftrate in 
that Kingdom, Don. Fuan dei Lanuza, out of an opinion, (either 
real or affected,) that it was inconfiftent with the Quiet of that 
Kingdom, to have the abfolute Power vefted in a Perfon of 
fuch ambitious Thoughts. ; | 

From this Beginning {prung other Difputes among the No- 
bles, which might be confider’d as too refin’d Reafonings upon 
the Point of Loyalty; but as thefe Difcuffions infected by De- 
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grees.the unréafoning Minds. of the People, they endanger’d 
their Obedience and Subjection. hed 1 aod 

CaraLonraiand Valencia were laid) wate by the cuftomary 
Cruelty of their Banditti,' who, not ‘cdntented with déomrhande 
ing the Country, poflefsd'themfelves of the fmaller"Eowns,).and 
erew terrible to: the Cities, with fo;much Infolence and Secuyi- 
ty; that the Order of the Commonwealth. being; difturbed, ‘the 
Magiftrates: abfconded; : and: Cruelty: prevailed: in — all. Places. 
Crimes were a¢counred noble Achons, and the Pofterity of De- 
linquents became alluftrious: | Dildrs ea 

I wii Naples the proclaiming of: Queen Juana, and Dor 
Carlos, was receiv’d with’ Applaufé;, but even in. the Midft 
of the publickJoy, a feditious Report was /fpread, the Rife 
whereof was unknown, but the Wickednedfs obvious. | 3} . 

Iv was faidithat King Fernando hadi named. the, Duke, of Cas 
labria, then a Prifoner in the Caftle-of Xatiud, for-Heir, of the 
Kingdom. And: this Report, which, was.defervedly flighted) in 
the Beginning, -defcended to the Commonalty,,,among whom 
it pafs’d in a Whifper for fome Days; twatill at, length fwelling 
with Myfttery, it broke out in popular Clamour,, dnd open Tus 
mult; which gave great Uneafinefs to. the Nobility, -and all) fuch 
- as had any Regard to Reafoniand Truth.) » opis gaa is ¥ 

In Sicily the People took up Arms¢againft their, Viceroy, 

Don Hugo de Moncada, with fo. much Fury, that-/he was forc’d 
to leave the Government in the Hands of thé Populace; and 
thefe Difturbances began to take deeper Root than thole at .Na- 
ples, for they were fomented by fome, of the Nobility; who 
made the publick Good. (always the firft: Signal, of Sedition ) 
a Pretence, and the common People, an Inftrument to execute 
their Revenge, and to pals on to the more dangerous Defigns 
of their Ambition. ; O; 

Nor were the Indies; notwithftanding their Dultance, free 
from this Infection, which extended to the moft remote Parts of 
the Monarchy. At that Time all the Conquefts in that new 
World: confifted, of the four [lands, of Santo Domingo, Cuba, 
San, Juan de Puerto Rico, and, Famaica, and a {mall Part of the 
Terra Firma, which had been peopled in the Province of Da- 
rien, at the Entrance of the Gulph of Uraba, within which 
Bounds was contained all that was called the Weft Indies. The 
firft Conquerors gave it this Name, becaufe in Wealth and 
Diftance it refembled the Eaff Indies, fo call’d from the River 
Indus. The reft of this Empire confifted not fo much in any 
Thing real, as in the Hopes they had conceived from feveral 


Difcoveries and Inroads made by fome of our Captains with 
various 
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various Succef; but more Danger than Profit ; but in that lit 
tle they poflefs’d, they had fo far forgotten the Valour of the 
firft Conquetors, “and Covetoufnefs was fo rooted in their 
Minds, that they regarded nothing but enriching themfelves, 
in utter Defiance to Confcience and Reputation, without which 
two Curbs, a Man is left to his own. Nature, and is as favage 
and cruel as'the very Brutes, which make War upon him. 
There came nothing from thofe Parts now but Lamentations 
and Complaints of what’ they fuffer’'d. Zeal for Religion 
and the publick Good gave Way entirely to the Intereft and 
Luit of private Men, and they were continually deftroying the 
poor Indians, who groaned under the heavy Load, labouring 
for Gold to fatisfy the Avarice of other Men, and were forced 
to feek with the Sweat of their Brow, what they themfelves 
defpifed, curfing the ungrateful Fertility of their Country, 
as the Caufe’of their Slavery. Thefe Diforders gave great Dil- 
turbance to Don Fernando; who was particularly defirous to pro- 
te and convert the Indians, (which was always the firft Care 
of our Kings;) to which End he gave Orders, publifhed Laws, 
and made ufé of differerit’ Means, which loft their. Force by the 
Difadvantage of their Diftance,’ as an Arrow falls fhort of the 
Mark, when placed at too great a Diftance from the Arm that 
directs it. But the Death of ithe King happning before he 
could enjoy the Fruit of his Labours, the Cardinal enter’d in 
good ‘Barneft, into the Profecution of this Defign, defi- 
ring to put that Government once upon a good Footing ; to 
which End he imploy’d four grave Regulars of the Order of 
Si. Yerom, fending them with the Charatter of InfpeCtors, and 
another Minifter of his own Election, to accompany them, 
with Commiflion of Refidentiary Judge; to the End, that thofe 
two Jurifdictions being united, might extend over the Whole. 
But they no fooner arrived at the Iflands, than they found it 
impoflible to execute the Severity of their Inftrudctions; and that 
the Difference is great between Pra¢tice and Speculation; and 
they did little more than difcover the ill State of that Govern- 
ment, making the Difeafe worfe by the Weaknefs of the Remedy. 


CHAP. 
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The Calamities of the Monarchy ceafe on the Arrival 
of CuarLEs. At this Time began the Conqueft of 
New SPAIN. 


i] N this Condition were the Affairs of the Monarchy, 
when Charles took Pofleflion, and arrived in Spain, 
in the Month of September this Year. The Storm. be- 
gan to abate upon his Coming, and the Influence 
of his Prefence, by little and little, introduc’d a Calm. The 
firft Effects of this happy Change were perceived in Caftile, whofe 
Tranquillity communicated it felf to the reft of the Kingdoms 
of Spain, and afterwards reach’d to the Dominions abroad; as 
in a human Body, the natural Heat diftributes it felf, pafling 
from the Heart to the Benefit of the moft diftant- Members. 
In fhort, the Influence of the new King extended to America, 
his Name doing as much there, as his Prefence did in Spain. 
The Minds of Men became difpofed to great Undertakings; 
the Courage of the Soldiers increafed;. and they, began the firft 
Operations which preceeded the Conquelt of New Spain, the 
Empire of which Heaven had deftined to fignalize the Begin- 
ning of the Reign of this auguft Monarch. 

Tue Ifland of Cuba was at that Time governed by Captain 
Diego Velafquex, who went thither as Lieutenant to the fecond 
Admiral of the Indies, Don Diego Colon, with fuch good For- 
tune, that the Conqueft of it was owing to him, and the greatett 
Part of the Settlement. 

As that Mand was.the moft Weftern of thofe that had been 
difcover’d, and neareft to the Continent of North America, they 
had there large Accounts of other Lands, not far diftant, tho’ it 
was ftilla Doubt whether they were Iflands, or not. They talk’d, 
however, of the Riches of thofe Countries with as much Certain- 
ty, as if they had feen them; whether it be that this Confi- 
dence was grounded upon what Experience had difcover’d in the 
Conquefts already made, or that the Profperities, with which 
we flatter our felves, have but a hort Step to make from the 
Fancy to abfolute Belief. 
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Tue great Idea conceived of thofe Parts encreafed at this 
Time by what thofe Soldiers related, who accompanied £ran- 
cifco Fernandez de Cordova in the Dilcovery of Yucatan, a Pe- 
ninfula {cituate on the Confines of New Spain, And altho’ 
this Undertaking was not profperous, and they could not at 
that Time make a Conqueft, becaufe the Captain and the greateit 
Part of his Mendied gallantly in the Attempt, : yet at leaft they 
were {atisfied of the Reality of thofe Countries; and the Sol- 
diers, who arrived at this Time, altho’ wounded and overcome, 
were fo little daunted, that even in magnifying what they had 
fuffer’d, they fhewed an Inclination to return to the Enter- 
prize, and infufed the fame Defire into the reft of the Spaniards 
of the Tfland; not fo much by what they faid, as by fhewing 
fome little Toys of Gold, which they brought from the new dif- 
cover’d Country, under the Standard, and in {mall Quantity, 
but fo much heighten’d in Value by the Strengthof Imagination, 
that they all began to promife themfelves great Riches from this 
Conqueft, and to raifé mighty Struétures in Fancy upon the 
Foundation of what they had feen. 

Some: Writers do ‘not allow that this firft Gold, or Metal 
mix’d with it, came ‘at that Time from Yucatan, grounding 
their Opinion on that Province’s not producing any, and the 
Fafinefs of contradicting what no body maintains. We follow 
thofe who relate what they faw, without finding any great 
Difficulty in believing that Gold might come from {ome other 
Part to Yucatan, well knowing that to produce it, and to have 
it, are different Things. It appears by their not finding it any 
where but in the Temples, that thofe Indians elteem’d it as 
{omething excellent, fince they applied it folely to the Worthip 
of their Gods. 

Dreco Velafquex {eeing the Name of Yucatan in fo much 
Credit with every one, began to entertain Thoughts of railing 
himfelf to farther Greatnefs, as one who found himfelf uneafy 
in acknowledging Admiral Diego de Colon his Superior in that 
Government; a Dependance now more nominal than real, 
but yet fuch, as when he confider’d his Rank and great Suc- 
ceffes, gave him inward Trouble, and deftroy’d the Relith of 
his good Fortune. With this View he treated with feveral Per- 
fons to return upon this Difcovery, and conceiving new Hopes 
from the Ardour, with which the Soldiers offered themfelves, 
he publifh’d his Defign. Men were lifted, and three Veflels and 
a- Brigantine fitted out, and well {tor’d with Ammunition and 
Provifions. He appointed Yuan de Grijalva, a Relation of his 
own, to be Commander in Chief; and Pedro de Alvarado, Francifco 
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de Montexo,and Alonfo Davila, to command under him, Men of emi- 
nent Rank, and highly efteemed in thofe [lands for their Valour 
and Humanity, the moit valuable Kind of Nobility. But not- 
withitanding they eafily aflembled about two hundred and fif- 
ty Soldiers, including in this Number Pilots and Mariners, and 
made all the Difpatch which Men, fo eager on their Enterprize, 
could poflibly do, they did not put to Sea until the Eighth of 
Aprill, the Year following, 1518. | 

THEY fet out witha Delign to follow the fame Courfe they 
did ‘the Year before; but falling off fome Degrees, by the 
Strength of the Currents, they came upon the Ifle of Cozumel, 
(the firlt Difcovery in this Voyage,) where they refrefhed them- 
felves, without any Oppolition from the Natives; and return- 
ing on board, they ftood their Courfe, and in few Days found 
themfelves in Sight of Yucatan; and having doubled the Point 
of Coroche, the moft Eaftern Part of that Province, they ftood 
Welterly, with the Larboard to the Shore, which they coafted, 
until they arrived at Potonchan, or Champoton, where Franeifco 
Fernandex de Cordova was routed and killed: To revenge whofe 
Death, more than out of any Neceflity, they landed; and having 
vanquifh’d and terrified thofe Indians, determined to purfue their 
Difcovery. 

TueEY ftood Wefterly by common Confent, without’ keep- 
ing at a greater Diftance from the Land than was neceflary for 
their Safety, and difcover’d on a Part of the Coaft (which ex- 
tended a great Way, and appeared very delightful) feveral Towns, 
with Buildings of Stone, which very much furprifed them; and 
in the Confufion, with which they were all making their Ob- 
fervations, their Fancies reprefented them as great Cities, with 
Towers and Pinnacles; Objects at this Time, contrary to the or- 
dinary Rule, appearing greater, as they were more diftant. And 
becaufe one of the Soldiers at that Time faid, that this Country 
was like Spain, the Comparifon fo much pleafed the Hearers, 
and made fuch an Impreflion upon them all, that we have no 
Account of any other Beginning of the Name of New Spain, 
given to that Country: Words accidentally {poken, but fo fuc- 
cefsfully repeated, that without any Propriety or Beauty to re- 
commend them, they have fixed themfelves for ever on the Me- 
mories of Men. 
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Juan de Grijalva enters the River of ‘Yobafco. 


QE) UR Vellels followed the Coaft, until fuch Time as 

‘21 they came to the Place where the River Tobafco, one 
of the navigable Rivers which runs into the Gulph of 
Mexico, difcharges it felf at two Mouths. From the 
Time of this Difcovery, it was called the River of Grijalva; but 
the Province, water’d by it, {cituate on the Frontiers of New Spain, 
between Yucatan and Guagacoalco, retains the old Name. In thefe 
Parts they difcover’d {pacious Groves, and fo many ‘Towns be- 
tween the two Rivers, that with the Hopes of making a conti- 
derable Progrefs here, ‘Juan de Grijalva refolved (with the Ap- 
probation of his Men) to go up the River, and take a View of the 
Country; and finding by the Soundings, that he could only 
make ufe of the two lefler Veflels, he embarked all his Sol- 
diers on board them, and-left the other two at an Anchor, with 
Part. of the Sailors. 

Turvy began, not without fome Difficulty, to overcome the 
Strength of the Current; when they perceived at a little Dil- 
tance, a confiderable Number of Canoes, filled with armed In- 
dians, and on the Shore feveral {mall Bodies of Men, who feemed 
prepared tor an Engagement; and who both by their Voices and 
Motions, which were now diftinguifhable, endeavour’d to per- 
{wade the Spaniards, that their Landing would be difficult : their 
Geftures being fuch as Men in Fear are wont to ufe, who 
would keep off Danger by Menaces. But our People, accultom’d 
to greater Enterprizes, approach’d in good Order until the two 
Parties were within Reach of one another’s Weapons. The General 
commanded that no-one fhould fire, or make any Signal, but 
of Peace; and the Admiration the Indians were in at the Make 
of the Ships, and Difference of the Men and Habits, feemed to 
have impos’d upon them the fame Orders; for they {tood with- 
out Motion, as deprived of the Ufe of their Hands, by the 
Aftonifhment under which their Eyes had brought them. Gri- 
jalua made ufe of this feaionable and accidental Amufement, 
wherein he found the Enemy, to leap on Shore, followed by a 
Part of his Men, with great Expedition, and without any 
Danger. 
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Danger. He drew them up, and erected the Royal Standard : 
And after thofe cuftomary Solemnities were perforined, which, 
being little more than Ceremonies, were yet called Acts of 
Pofleffion, he endeavour’d to make the Indians underttand, 
that He came in Peace, without any Defign to offend them. 
This Meflage was carried by two Indian Boys, who were made 
Prifoners in the firft Expedition to Yucatan, and at their Bap- 
tifm had the Names of Fulian and Melchor. They underitood 
the Language of Tobafco, as being like that of their own Couintry ; 
and they had learn’d ours, fo that they made themfelves un- 
derftood with fome Difficulty; but in a Country where they 
were often forc’d to {peak by Signs, that indifferent Interpre- 
tation pais’d for Eloquence. | 

Tue Refult of this Embafly was fuch, that about thirty Indians 
had the Boldnefs to draw nearer in four Canoes, with fome 
Precaution. | 

CANOES were Boates, made of the Trunks of Trees, 
work’d hollow after fuch a Manner, that fome were capable 
of holding fifteen or twenty Men; fuch is the Largenefs of 
thofe Trees, and the Fertility of the Country that produces 
them. They faluted each other courteoufly; and Suan de Gri- 
jalua, after having removed their Apprehentions by fome Pre- 
fents, made them a fhort Difcourfe, giving them to underftand, 
by the Help of his Interpreters, that he and his Soldiers were 
Vaflals to a powerful Monarch, who poffeds’d an Empire where 
the Sun rifes; in whofe Name he came to offer them 
Peace, and great Advantages, if they would become his Subjects. 
They heard his Propofition with the Marks of a difagreeable 
Attention; and we mutt not omit the natural Difcretion of one 
of thofe Barbarians, who filencing the reft, anfwer'd Grijalva, 


“with Firmnefs and Refolution, That he did not efteem that to 


be a good Kind of Peace, which he was defirous to introdtice 
by SubjeCtion and Vaflalage ; and that he could not but wonder 
at it as a Thing very propofterous, that he fhould talk to them 
of a new Mafter, before he knew whether they were difcon- 
tented with him they already had: But that as to the Point of 
Peace or War, (for they had nothing elfe there to difcourfe of, ) 
they would {peak of it to their Superiors, and return with their 
Aniwer. They took leave with this Refolution, and our Peo- 
ple remained equally furprized and concerned. The Satisfaction 
of having found Indians of more Reafon, and better Difcourfe 
than ufual, being allay’d by the Difficulties they expected to meet 
with in conquering them; for they rightly concluded, That thofe 
who knew how to difcourfe fo well, would alfo know fe iy 
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fight, or that at leaft they had Reafon to apprehend a different Kind 
of Valour with their different Underftandings ; it being certain 
that in War the Head does more than the Hands. But thefe 
Confiderations of the Danger (on which both Captains and Sol- 
diers varioufly reafoned) pafs’d as prudent RefleCtions, but 
made little or no Impreflion on their Hearts. They were un- 
deceived in a little Time, for the fame Indians returned with 
Signals of Peace, faying, That their Caziques did accept it, not 
that they feared War, or were fo ealily to be overcome as the 
People of Yucatan, (whofe Defeat they had learn’d,) but becaufe 
our Men having left Peace or War to their Election, they 
thought themfelves obliged to chufe the beft; and in Token of 
the new Friendfhip they were going to eftablifh, they brought a 
plentiful Regale of Provifions and Fruits. A little after came the 
principal Cazique, with a flender Attendance of unarmed People, 
thereby giving to underftand the Confidence he had in his Guetts, 
and that he came fecure in his own Sincerity. . Grijalva received 
him with Demonftrations of SatisfaGion and Courtefy, and the 
Indian made a Return in Submiflions after his Manner, accom- 
panied with an Air of Gravity, either real or affeted. After 
the firft Compliments, he order’d-his Servants to come up with 
another Prefent (which he had brought) of divers Curiofities, 
of more Workmanfhip than Value: Plumes of various Golours ; 
Robes of fine Cotton, with fome Figures of Animals to adorn 
them, made of Gold, thin and light, or curioully wrought in 
Wood, fet in Gold, or overlaid with it; and without {taying 
for the Acknowledgements of Grijalva, the Cazique gave him to 
underftand, by the Help of his Interpreters, that his Detign 
was Peace, and that the Intention of that Prefent was, to take a 
friendly Leave of his Guefts, in order to maintain it. Grijalva 
an{wered him, That he very much efteem’d his Liberality; and 
that his Purpofe was to pafs forwards, without making any 
Stop, or giving him any Umbrage: A Refolution to which he 
inclined, partly out of the generous Return to the good Beha- 
vioux of thofe People, and the Confidence they had plac’d in 
him; and partly for the Conveniency of a Retreat, and of having 
Friends at his Back, in cafe of any Accident that might occur. 
And fo he took his leave, and re-embark’d, having firft pre 
fented the Cazique and his Servants with fome Caftillian Tritles, 
which altho’ of very little Value, bore a Price for their Novelty ; 
which fhould be lefs furprifing to the Spaniards now a Days, when 

they themfelves buy foreign Glafles at fuch exceflive Rates. 
ANTONIO de Herrera, and thofe who follow him, or have 
writ fince, affirm, that the Cazique prefented Grijalva with a 
Suit 
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Suit of Armour of fine Gold, with all the Pieces belonging to 
it; that he armed himfelf compleatly with them; and that they 
fitted him as well as if they had been made for him, a Circum- 
itance too remarkable to have been omitted by more antient 
Authors. He took it, perhaps, from Francifco Lopex de Gomara 
whom he ufes to reject on other Occafions ; but Bernal Dee 
Caftillo, who was there prelent, and Gonzalo Fernandez de Oviedo, 
who wrote at that Time in the Ifland of Santo Domingo, make 
no mention of thefe Arms, altho’ both give a minute Account 
of all the Curiofities brought from Tobafco. I leave it to the 
Judgment of the Reader what Credit is to be given to thofe Au- 
thors, detiring only the Liberty to relate the Story, without 
blaming any one for doubting the Truth of it. 


elon pew iT 


Juan de Grijalva profecutes his Voyage, and enters 
the River of Flags, where he has the frft Ac- 
count of the Mexican King MorezuMa. 


RIFALVA and his Companions putfued their Voyage, 
Aanding the fame Courfe, ftill difcovering new Lands 
and Towns, without any memorable Accident, un- 
til they came to a River, which they call’d the River 
of Flags; becaufe on the Shore and neighbouring Coalts, they 
faw a great Number of Indians, with white Flags hanging at 
the Tops of their Spears, and who, by their Manner of waving 
them, together with their Signals, Cries, and different Motions, 
made a Shew of Peace, and feemed rather to invite Paflengers 
than forbid them. Grijalva order’d Francifco de Montejo to ad- 
vance with fome of his Men in two Boats, to try the Entrance 
of the River, and difcover the Intentions of thofe Indians. This 


Captain finding a good Anchoring Place, and little to apprehend 


from the Behaviour of the People, gave Notice to the reft to 
come up. They all landed, and were received with great Ad- 
miration and Marks of Joy by the Indians: From amongft 
whom, aflembled in great Numbers, three advanced, who, by 


the Ornaments of their Habits, feemed the principal Men of 


the Country; and ftopping fo long as was neceflary to obferve 


who was the chief Commander, by the Refpect the others ry 
im, 
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him, they went directly up to Grijalva, whom they accolted with 

reat Reverence, and who received them with equal Courtefy. 
Our Interpreters did not underftand the Language of this Coun- 
try, fo that the Compliments were made by civil Signs, with 
{ome Words of more Sound than Signification. 

Arter this they faw a Banquet, which the Indians had 
provided of different Sorts of Food, placd, or rather flung up- 
on Mats of Palm, under the Shade of the Trees; a ruftick and 
diforderly Plenty, but not the lefs grateful to the Tafte of the 
hungry Soldiers. After which Refrefhment, the three Indians 
commanded their People to fhew {ome Pieces of Gold, which 
they had concealed till then; and by their Manner of fhewing 
and holding them, it was underftood that they did not defign 
to make a Prefent of them, but to purchafe with them the 
Merchandize of the Ships, the Fame of which had already 
reach’d their Ears. Prefently a Fair was open’d for Strings of 
Beads, Combs, Knives, and other Inftruments of Iron and Al- 
chimy, which in that Country might be called Jewels of great 
Price, the Fondnefs of the Indians for thofe Trifles giving them 
a real Value. ‘They were exchanged for Implements, and Trin- 
kets of Gold, not of the greateft Finenefs, but in fuch Abundance, 
that in the fix Days the Spaniards ftopp'd there, the Ranfomes 
amounted to fifteen thoufand Pefo’s. 

We don’t know with what Propriety they gave the Name of. 
Ranfomes to this Kind of Trucking, nor why they called it Ran- 
fomed Geld, which in Truth was deliverd over to a greater 
Slavery, and had more Liberty where it was lefs efteemed: But I 
thall make ufe of this Expreflion, becaude I find it introduced in- 
ro our Hittories, and before them into the Hiftory of the Ea/? In- 
dies; it being granted that in the Manner of fpeaking, whereby 
Things are explained, the Reafon is not fo much to be fought 
after, as the Cuftom, which according to the Opinion of Ho- 
race, 1s the true Judge of Language, and either gives or takes 
away, as it pleafes, that Harmony which the Ear finds between 
Sounds and their Signification. | 

Juan de Grijalva finding that the Ranfomes were at an End, 
and the Ships in fome Danger, by being expofed to the North 
Wind, took his leave of thole People, who remained pleafed 
and thankful. He confulted about purfuing his intended Dif- 
covery, having underftood by Signs that thefe three Indian 
Chiefs were Subjeéts to a Monarch called Motexuma, whofe Em- 
pire extended over numerous Countries abounding with Gold, 
and other Riches; and that, they came by his Order to examine, 
after a peaceable Manner, ito the Intentions of our People, 

whole 


might fend him Orders with be Supply of Forces, and. {uch 
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whole Neighbourhood, in all Appearance, gave him Diftarbance. 
Some Writers run into larger Accounts, but it doth not feem 
ealy to conceive whence they could have gained their Knowledge, 
nor was it a {mall Matter to learn fo much as we have related, 
where People were oblig’d to {peak with their Hands, and un- 
derftand by their Eyes. | 

Tuey failed on, without lofing Sight of Land, and pafling 
by two or three Iflands of {mall Note, landed in one they 
called the Iland of Sacrifices, becaufe going in to view a Houfe 
of Lime. and Stone,. which overlooked the. reft, chey found 
feveral Idols of a horrible Figure, and a more horrible Worfhip 
paid to them; for near the Steps where they were plac’d, were 
the Carkafles of {ix or feven Men, newly facrificed, cut to Pieces, 
and their Entrails laid open. This miferable Sight {truck our 
People with Horror, and affected them with different Sentiments, 


their Hearts being filled with Compaflion, at thefame Time that 


they were enraged at the Abomination. 

TuHevy ftaid but a little while in this Iland, becaufe the In- 
habitants feemed to be in a Confternation; fo that,the Ran- 
fomes were not confiderable. Upon which they pafs’d on to 
another, which was not far from the Main Land, and {o fituated, 
that between that and the Coaft there was fufficient Room and 
convenient Shelter for the Ships: They called it the Mland of 
St. Fwan, becaufe they arrived there on the Day of the Baptift, 
and likewife in Refpect to the Name of their General, mixing 
Devotion with Flattery; and becaufe an Indian, who was point- 


ing with his Hand towards the Main Land, giving them to un- 


derftand how it was called, repeated feveral Times, with a bad 


Pronunaation, the Word Culua! Culua! This gave Occation to the 


Sirname, by which they diftinguifhed it from St. Fuan de Puer- 
to Rico, calling it St. Fuan de Ulua: A little Iland: of more 
Sand than Soil; and which lay fo low, that fometimes it was 
cover'd by the Sea. But from thefe humble Beginnings, ie be- 


‘came the moft frequented and moft celebrated. Port of :New 


Spain, on that Side which is bounded by the North Seas. .- 
Here they ftaid fome Days; .for the Indiansof the 
neighbouring Parts came with their Pieces of Gold, believing 
they had the Advantage of the Spaniards in:changing them for 
Glafs. And Juan de Grijalva finding that his Inftructions limited 
him to difcover and ranfome without making a Settlement, 
(which «was exprefly forbidden him,) he confulted about giving 
an Account to Diego Vélafquex of the large Countries he had 
difcover’d; that in cafe he refolv’d to have him fettle there, he 
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other, Provifions -as:he-ftood »in: need of. With this Account he 
Mifpatch’d; Captain; Pedro. de Alvarado in: one-of the four-Ships, -gi- 


ving him all. the Gold, and whatever elfethey had.acquired until 
that Time; to therEnd, that ;the:Shew of that’ Wealth «might 
-give his Embafly the more Weight, and facilitate -his Propofal 
of Settling, to which he was always inclined ; notwith{tanding 
Francifco. Lopex de Gomara denies it, and blames ‘him on this 
Account as.a,pufillanimous Perfon. 


GC HAP. VET: 


Juan’ de Grijalva goes on with his Difcovery, until be 

has coafted the Province of Panuco. What hap- 
pend inthe River of Canoes, and his Refolution 
toveturn to the Ifle of Cuba. 


melCcA R GE had Pedro de Alvarado fleered his Courte 


Stee) for Ciba, when the reft of the Ships parted from 
Dee St. Juande Ulva in Purfuit of their Way, and fol- 
eS ———_ lowing the Guidance of the Coaft, rurn’d with it to- 
wards the North, having in View the two Mountains of Tu/fpa 
and Tuffa, which ftretch a great Way between the Sea and the 
Province of Tlafcala. After which they entered the River of 
Panuco, the fartheft Province of New Spain, on the Gulph of 
Mexico, and camesto an Anchor in the River of Canoes, which took 
this Name at that Time, becaufe in the little Space they ftopp’d 
to take a View of it, they were aflaulted by fixteen Canoes, 
filled: with armed Indians; who, by the Help of the Current 
attack’d the Ship;| commanded by A/onfo. Davila, and after dif- 
charging a furious Shower of Arrows, cut one of the Ca-- 
bles, and endeavour'd to board the Ship; a Refolution becom- 
ing Barbarians, but fuch, as had it been favour'd with Succefs, 
might have deferved the Name of a gallant Action. But the 
other ‘two Ships coming immediately up. to her Rehef, the Men 
in an Inftant mann’d their Boats, charging the Canoes. with fo 
much Vigour, that one could not diftinguith betwixt the 
Attack and the Vidtory: Some’of them were overfet, many In- 
dians killed, and in fhort, no Enemies, left, but thofe: who had. 
Prudence enough:to know the Danger, or wfed the moft Diligence 
to avoidiit by Flighe. I | 
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Ir did not feem proper to follow this Vittory, ‘by reafoti of 
the {mall Advantage by Traffick that could be hopéd ‘for from 
‘frighten’d’ Fugitives ; wherefore they weigh’d Anchor, anid profe- 
cuted their Voyage’ till they arrived’ at a’ Point ‘of “Latid ‘which 
ran far into the Sea, which feemingly, entag’d with it, as ufurping 
upon its Perritories; maintain’d an obftinate War agaihlt the Rocks. 
The Pilots made ufe of all their Indiiftry and Skill to dotible ‘this 
Cape; but wete forc’d to'give way to the Strength of ‘the ‘Cur 
‘rent, and not without Danger of overfetting, Or rtitihing ‘a fhore. 
‘This Accident occafion’d the Pilots’to ‘proteft againft procéeditig 
any farther, in which they were feconded by the general 'Cla- 
mours of the Men, grown weary now ‘df {0 tedious ‘a Navi- 
‘gation, arid more apprehenfive of the Dangersthat might attend it. 
Upon which Yuan de Grijalva, a’ Man ‘of equal Prudence and'Cow- 
‘rage, aflembled theCaptains and Pilots, to confult What was to be 
done in their prefent Circumftances. _ In ‘this Council they 
weighed the Difficulty of pafling forward, and the Uncertainty 
of returning; that one of their Ships had fafera, and wanr- 
éd to be refitted ; that their Provifion began to Lpoil, atid “the 
People to be diflatistied, ‘and fatigued: | They eeMaeed Withal, 
that to make a Settlement, was ‘contrary to thé Thftructions of 
Diego Velafquex; ‘and that they were m1 an it Condition to un- 
dértake it, without a further Reinforcements fo' that in thé 
end, they refolved with ‘one Ncodia thee their Courfe for Cuba, 
in order to furnish themfelves with what was’ riectflury for under- 
taking a third Time this Bor Affair: now left st eds This 
was prefently ptit in Execution, “and: a back ri ha 
by which they ‘caine, taking View of other Parts of the fame 
Coafts, without ftopping long at any Place, yer making a 
confiderable ‘Profit ii Ranfomes; they arrived at léngrh dt the 
Pott of Sant Fato; in Cuba, the 15th of November 1518. 

Some few Days before, Pedro de. Alodrado arrived at the 
fanie Port, and was véry well received by thé Governor Diego 
Velafqnex, who publilh’d, with incrédrble Joy, the Account of 
the large Cotintries théy had difcover’d, and; above all, of the 
fifteen thoufand Péefo’s of Goldy whith fupportéd the Relation, 
without any Occafion for Exaggerations. Pie 

Tuer Governor beheld this Wealth with Pleafure, and hard-. 
ly believing his Eyes, made Pedro de Alvarado repeat a fecond 
and third Time what he had before’ related, finding fome- 

thing new in the very Thing he had quft heard; asa Mufician 1s 
delighted with the Repetition of his Tune. But this Satisfaction 
was foon allay’d by his Impatience at the Conduct of Don 


Juan de Grijalva, becaufe he had not made a Settlement in the 
Bees Country 
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Country where he had been fo well received: And altho’ Pedro 
de Alvarado endeavour'd to excufe him, yet being one of thofe, 

who had advis’d the making a Settlement in the River of Flags, he 
{poke but faintly, as a Man ufually does when he endeavours 
to enforce any Thing againft his own Opinion. Diego Velafquex 
accufed him of Want of Refolution, and angry at his own 
Choice, confefs’d he was to blame for having fent him,  pro- 
pofing to intruft this Undertaking to fome more active Perfon, 
without confidering how he difobliged a Relation, to arin 
he owed the very Happinefs which rais’d his Hopes to {uch 
a Pitch. But the firft Effet that good Fortune has on the Minds 
of the Ambitious, is te captivate their Reafon, and take from 
them the Senfe of Gratitude. He had nothing now to do but to 
obtain the Prize, and at any Rate enjoy the Profperity which he 
promifed icsalte from that great Difcovery ; railing his Imagi- 
nations to mighty Things, and hoping now to compais that 
which before exceeded his very Delires. 

He immediately made Preparations for the Conqueft of this 
Country, to which the Name of New Spain gave a great Repu- 
tation. He communicated his Refolution to the Regulars of 
St. Ferom, who refided in the Ifland of Santo Domingo, but in 
fuch Terms, that he feemed rather: to, defire their. Approbation 
than ask their Content. And he fent a Perfon to Court, with a 
large Account of. the Difcoyery, together with a “Memorial, in 
which his own Services were not forgotten; in Reward of 
which, he requefted fome Favours, and the Title of the King’s 
Lieutenant of thofe Countries he fhould conquer. 

He had already bought, fome Veflels, and began to fit out 
a new Fleet, when Suan de Grijalva arrived, and: found him 
as. much incented, as he had Reafon to expect. him thankful. 
y ‘elafquex reprimanded him: tharply and publickly, the other 
modeftly declining to fay,all he, could have done in his own 
Defence. However, he laid before Velafquex his own Inftruc- 
tions, which prey forbad him to fettle: But the Governor’s 
ambitious Profpects “had ‘now fo tranfported him beyond. the 
Bounds of Reafon,. that tho’ che owned the Order, yet he treated 
Obedience to it as a Cringtss 7 
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The Difficulties which occur’d in the Choice of a 
Commander of the new Fleet, and who HERNAN 
Cortes was, who, in the end, obtained that Poft. 


el U T Diego Velafquex knowing how much it imported 
$4| to be quick in his Refolutions, and that by lofing of 
Time, he might lofe a favourable Opportunity, gave 


Man of Refolution, who would know how to difengage 
himfelf from Difficulties, and make ufe of Opportunities, but 
withal, fo manageable, as not to give him any Jealoufy, or have 


any other Ambition than to advance the Glory.of his ‘Princ: 


pal; which, in other Words, was to feek for a Man of great 
Courage, anda mean Spirit. But it not being eafy to find thefe 
two Extreams in the fame Subject, it delayed his Determina- 
tion for fome Days. ‘The Voice of the People was in, favour 
of Yuan de Grijalva, and they ufually do Juftice in their Elec- 
tions. What ferved greatly to recommend him, were his good 
Qualities, the Trouble he had taken in this Difcovery, toge- 
ther with his Knowledge of the Navigation, and of the Country, 
'Tue other Pretenders were Antonio and Bernardino “Velaf- 
quex, near Relations of the Governor ;, Baltafar Bermudez, Vafco 
Porcallo, and other Cavaliers of that Ifland, of fufficient Merit 
to pretend to greater Imployments; and upon this Occafion 
every one difcours’d, as if he was the only proper. Choice; ‘and 
indeed, generally {peaking, when the Difpofal of Imployments 1S, 
delay’d, it ferves only to encreafe the Number of Pretenders, 
and multiply the Complaints of the UPfOREUMAtCS | ieee a 
“But Diego Velafquex continued in his Irrefolution, fearing 
the Ambition of thofe whofe Capacity he approved, until ad- 


vifing with Amador de Larix, the King’s Treafurer, and Andres de 
ed in, and who 
bé knew | 


Duero, his Secretary, which two he entirely confi 
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knew his Temper perfectly well, they propofed their intimate 
Friend-Herian Cortes, being not over-lavith in his Praife, left their 
advife fhould be fufpetted ; infinuating withal, that they {poke 
more out of Regard to the Succefs of the Undertaking, than 
the Intereft of their Friend. ‘Their Propofition was well heard, 
and they contented themfelves with {eeing him favourably in- 
clined, giving him Time to confider, with Hopes, of entirely 
perfwading him in a fecond Converfation. | 

Bur before we go farther, it will be proper to fay who Her- 
nan Cortes was, and through what Variety of Events his hap 
Deftiny led him to atchieve, by his Valour and Condué; the 
Conquelt of New Spain. I call that, Deltiny, which, {peaking 
as a Chriftian, is the fovereign and. unfearchable Difpofition, 
made by the firlt Caufe, who. leaving fecond Caufés to a& in 
Subordination: to his Providence, as natural Means, produces all 
that happens by his Permiffion. or Appointment, in a manner 
confiftent with that Liberty of Choice, which he has bettowed 
upon, Mankind, } 

HE, was born in Medillin, a Town of Eftremadura, Son of 
Martin Cortes, of Monroy, and Donna Catalina-Pizarro Altamar ino; 
Names that fufficiently. declare the Nobility, of his Extraction. 
{n his Youth, he for fome Time applied himfelf to Letters, 
and -was two Years at Salamanca, which were fafficient to make 
him fenfible, that the fedentary, Application of a ftudious Life, 
was contrary to his Temper, and-did: not fuit. the Vivacity. of 
his Spirit. He returned home refolved to follow the W ars, and 
his Parents pointed out to him that of. Italy, which was. then 
the, moft confiderable, and made the greatelt, Noife with .the 
Name of the Great Captain Gonfalvo de Cordoua; But, when he 
was to embark, he fell:dangeroufly ill of a Diftemper, which 
continued many, Days;, by, which Accident, he found himfelf 
obliged, to change his Intention, tho’ not his. Profeftion 3 and 
therefore he refolved to go to the Indies, where, the War at that 
‘Time; was. carried on. with. a View. to Glory, rather than to 
Wealth... He, embarked, with, the Approbation of his Parents, in 
the Year 1 504, and carried Letters of Recommendation to Don Ni- 
cholas. de Obando, Commendatory-Major of the Order of Alcantara, 
his Kinfman,, and then. Governor of the Ifland of Sant Domingo. 
He was no fooner_ arrived there, and known, than he.gain'd 
the general -Good-will and Efteem; and was fo kindly received 
by.the Governor, as to be. immediately admitted by hina in- 
to, the Number of his Friends, and offerd his Afiiftance in a parti- 
cular Manner ; But all thofe Favours were not ,{ufficient to divert 
his Inclination to Arms; for he was fo uneafy with the State 

of 
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of Inaction, wHerteiir he found that Tfland, which the Spaniards 
now poflef{s’d: without any Oppofition from the Natives, that 
he defir’d Leave to go and ferve in the Ile of Ciba, where the 
War was ftill carried on: And having gainéd the Confent of his 
Kinfman, he endeavour’d to fignalize himfelf in that War both 
by Valour and Obedience, which are the firft Rudiments of 
the Military Profeflion. He very foon acquired not only the 
Reputation of a valiant Soldier, but alfo-that of an able Com 
mander, diftinguifhing both his Courage in Aétion, and his Ca- 
pacity,in Council, | 

_CoRTES was well made, and of an agreeable Countenance; 
and‘befides thofe common natural: Endowments, he was of a 
Temper which rendered him very amiable; for he always {poke 
well of the Abfent, and was pleafant and difcreet in his Con- 
verfation. His Generolity was fuch, that his Friends partook 
of all he had,, without being fuffer’d by him to publifh their 
Obligations, 4 | 


: - 4 _ 


Promoter of the Difcoveries of Yucatan and New Spain, did name 
Hernan Cortes for ‘Captain-General of the Fleet, and of the Coun- 
triescalready difcover’d, or which fhould be difcover’d, wee 
ate mo 
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moft extenfive Powers, and moft honourable Claufes, which 


the Friendthip of the Secretary could add, under the Pretence 
of obferving the neceflary Forms. 


ones ie: a ee 


The Rivals of Cortes endeavour with all therr Power 
to fet Diego Velafquez againft him, but without 
Effect. He Jails with the Fleet out of the Port 
of Sant Jago. 


ORTES received the new Charge from Velafquex 
with great Expreflions of Refpect and Satisfaction, as 
NSS) fenfibly affected at that-Time, with the Confidence 
Gad he Governor had repofed in his Perfon, as he was 
afcerwards with his Diftruft. The Refolution was made pub- 
lick, and well received among thofe who defir’d to fee that Af- 
fair brought to a Conclufion; but occafion’d much Difcontent 
among his Rivals for the Imployment ; and thofe who declared 
themfelves with the oreatelt Boldnefs, were the Relations of Diego 
Velafquex, who made very ftrong Efforts to raife in the Go- 
vernor a Diftruft of Hernan Cortes. They told him, That he 
placed a great, deal of Confidence in a Man whom he had fo little 
obliged ; that if he confider'd the Conduct of Cortes, he would find 
shat he was not much to be depended on, for that bis Words and Ac- 
tions very feldom:-agreed 5. that his Courte[y and. Liberality had an 
Artifice in them, which rendered him fufpeéted to thofe who are not 
led away by the bare Appearances of Virtue; that he was over aff 
duous to gaia the Affections of the People; and that fuch fort of 
Friends, when they are in great Numbers, are eafily form'd into a 
Party 5, that be would do well to remember the Difguft bis Imprifon- 
ment bad given bim ; and that a Man rarely makes true Friends of 
thofe, to whom. he has given fuch Occafion of Complaint ; for the 
Wounds of the Mind, as. well as of the Body, leave Scars behind, 
which are vont to put a Man in mind of the Offence, when he bas 
the Pomer to revenge it. To thefe they added other Reafons more 
{pecious than folid, without much Regard to Truth, aiming to 
3 in the Goyernor'’s Interelt, the better to diffemble 


5 ING 
A Nee ) 
Q's o>) 

i y) 


appear zealous in 
their real Views. 


eT rs 


aver " 
~4 yn See ee ene Be Nae Nees ha 
oY Shp roan Rae PO a one he. ha ie SET ete 

z 


Boox I. of Mexico, or New SPAq. 29 


“Tis reported that Diego Velafquex, walking out one Day 
with Hernan Cortes, and his Friends.and Relations, a pleafant 
crack-brain’d Fellow, with whofe Whimfies he ufed to be di- 
verted, faid to him, Thou haft done well, Friend Diego; shortly 
there will be Occafon for another Fleet to go in Purfuit of Cortes: 
There are fome that relate this as a Prophecy, confidering how 
luckily Madmen fometimes hit upon Things, and the Impref- 
fion that it made on the Mind of Diego Velafquex. Let us leave 
it to Philofophers to difpute whether the fortelling of what is 
to come be one of the Extravagances of a diftempered Imagina- 
tion, orif it. be poflible that a Judgment fo diforder’d fhould 
be capable of Divination. Let them imploy their Wit in fearch- 
ing for Reafons to maintain fuch an Opinion ; I, for my part, 
fhall believe that this craz’d Perfon was put upon faying what 
he did Fy the Enemies of Cortes, and that their Malice was but 
poorly fupported by Reafon, when they were obliged to have 
Recourfe to Madneis. ) 

But Diego Velafquex ftood firm to his Refolution, and Her- 
nan Cortes wholly applied himfelf to haften the Preparations for 
his Departure. The firft Step was, to ereCt his Standard, with 
the Sign of the Crofs, having this Infcription in Latin: Let us 
follow the Crofs, for with this Sign we fhall overcome. He ap- 
peared in the Habit of a Soldier, which became him well, and 
{uited his Inclinations better. He imployed his own Stock libe- 
rally, and what he could borrow from his Friends, in the buy- 
ing of Provifions, Arms, and Ammunition, in order to haften the 
Departure of the Fleet, endeavouring, at the fame Time, to 
draw together a Number of Soldiers for the Expedition, in 
which he did not find much Difficulty; for the very Name of 
theEnterprize, and the Fame of the Captain were fo great, that in 
few Days they lifted three hundred Soldiers, among which were 
Diego de Ordax, a principal Confident of the Governor, Fran- 
cifco de Morla, Bernal Diax del Caftillo, (who has written the 
Hiftory of this Conqueft,) and other Gentlemen, who {hall be 
named in their proper Place. 

Tus Time for their Departure being come, Orders were 
siven for the Soldiers to embark, which they did in the Day- 
time, the People all.running to the Sight; and at Night, Cortes, 
accompanied by his Friends, went to take leave of the Gover- 
nor, who embrac’d him in a very friendly manner, and the next 
Morning accompanied him to the Sea-Side, and faw him embark. 
Small Circumftances, and of little Importance in the Hiftory, 
and which might have been omitted, if they were not neceflary to 


wipe off the Imputation of that early Ingratitude, with which fia 
| I ave 
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have reproached Cortes, who fay, that he forc’d his Way out 
of the Port with the Fleet; fo Antonio de Herrera reports, and 
thofe who copy after him, afirming, without any manner of 
Reafon, that he called the Soldiers together from their Houfes 
at Midnight, embarking with them by Stealth; and that Diego 
Velafquex, going out after him in the Morning, Cortes came up 
to him in a Boat, well armed, and gave him to underftand, in 
a difrefpectful manner, that he no longer had Regard to his 
Orders. We follow Bernal Diaz del Caflillo, who relates 
what he faw, and is moft probable: For it is not to be 
imagined that a Man fo difcreet as Cortes, (had he 
formed fuch a Refolution within himfelf,) would fo publickly 
break with Velafquex, before he had got out of the Reach of 
his Jurifdiction ; for he was obliged to touch with his Fleet in 
other Places of the fame Iland, to take in Men and Provifions, 
which he wanted. And tho’ we fhould allow him guilty of this 
Indiferetion, it does not feem likely, that in fo {mall a Town 
as was St. Fago at that Time, three hundred Men could be call’d 
from their Houfes, and embark in the Night-time, Diego de 
Ordaz, and other Creatures of the Governor being of the 
Number, and that there fhould not be one among fo many to 
give him an Account of fo extraordinary a Procedure ; or that 
thofe who fo narrowly obferved his Actions, fhould not awake 
at the Noife occafion’d by fo great a Hurry. This furely muft 
have argued a ftrange fort of Silence on one Side, and a very 
extraordinary Negligence on the other. We will not deny but 
that Cortes withdrew from his Obedience to Velafquex; but it 
was fometime afterwards, and for the Reafons that fhall be fhewn. 
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Corres fails with the Fleet to La Trinidad, 
where he gets a confiderable Reinforcement of 
Soldiers. His Enemies obtain their Point of 
making Velafquez jealous, who ufes his utmoft En- 
deavours to fiop him. 


Sua) HE Fleet failed from the Port of Sant Fago in Cuba 
s | the Eighteenth Day of November, in the Year of our 
Lord 1518; and coafting along the North-Side of the 
Ifland towards the Eaft, arrived in a few Days 
at the Port of La Trinidad, where Cortes had fome Friends, who 
gave him a very kind Reception. He prefently publifh’d his 
Defign, and Fuan de Efcalante, Pedro Sanchex Farfan, Gonzalo 
Mexia, with other confiderable Perfons of that Settlement of- 
fer’d to follow his Fortunes; and a little after, he was joined by 


Pedro de Alvarado, and Alonfo Davila, who had been Captains in 


the Expedition of Fuan de Grijalva, with four Brothers of Pedro 
de Alvarado, viz. Gonzalo, ‘forge, Gomez, and Fuan de 
Alvarado. The Account of this Affair reaching to the Town of 
Santi Spiritus, which was but a little diftant from La Trinidad; 
there came from thence with the fame Defign of following 
the Fortune of Cortes, Alonfo Hernandex Portocarrero, Gonzalo de 
Sandoval, Roderigo Rangel, ‘Fuan Velafquex de Leon, (a Relation 
of the Governor’s,) and other Perfons of Diftinttion, whofe 
Names will be more properly remembred when we fhall re- 
late their Exploits. With this Reinforcement of Gentlemen, and 
a hundred Soldiers, who came from the two Settlements, the 
Strength of the Fleet was confiderably augmented ; and at the 
{ame Time Care was taken to buy up Provifions, Ammunition, 
Arms, and fome Horfes; Cortes affifting all who wanted, 
with his own Money ; for he knew how to gain their Affection 
by an obliging Behaviour, by infpiring them with Hopes, and by 
maintaining his Superiority, in fuch a Manner, as to let them 
fee he look’d upon himfelf at the fame Time, as their Compa 
nion, 


BuT 


ae The Hiftory of the Conqurst Boox I. 


Bu t f{carce had he turned his Back to the Port of Sant Fago, 
when his Enemies began to cry out againft him, talking already 
of his Difobedience, after the Cuitom of Cowards, who always 
attack the abfent. Diego Velafquex hearken’d to their Difcourfe 
and tho’ he feemed to be difpleafed, they difcover’d in his Mind 
a Difpofition to Jealouly, eafy to be work’d up to an entire Dif- 
truft; to which End they made ufe of an old Man, called Fwan 
Millan, who, notwithftanding he was very ignorant, pretended 
to the Knowledge of Affrology: A mad Man of another kind, 
and touch’d with a Madnefs of another Species. This Man, fet 
on by others, having engaged Vela/quex to Secrecy, acquainted 
him in mytfterious Terms, that this Expedition would have a 
fortunate and an unfortunate Event ; giving him to underftand, 
that he had learned fo much from the Stars. And tho’ Diego 
Velafquex was a Man of fufficient Senfe to know the Vanity of 
fuch Prognoftications, nevertheleds, as his Foible was Jealoufy, 
this had fuch an Effect, that notwithftanding he defpifed the 4/- 
trologer, he began to be affected by what he faid. rae 

From fuch flight Beginnings {prung the firft Refolution, 
which Diego Velafquex took to break with Hernan Cortes, by de 
priving him of the Command of the Fleet. He difpatch’d im- 
mediately two Couriers to La Trinidad, with Letters for all his 
Confidents, and exprefs Orders to Francifco Verdugo, his Cou- 
fin, who at that Time was chief Alcalde of the Town, to dif 
poffefs him of his Captain-General-Ship; in a judicial Way, on 
Suppofition, that his Authority was now revoked, and another 
Perfon named in his Room. 

CorTES was quickly informed of this unexpected Accident, 
and without being difcourag’d at the Difficulty of the Remedy, 
{hew’d himfelf to his Friends and Soldiers, that he might know 
in what Manner they refented the Injury done to their Captain, 
and confequently how far he might depend on their Opinion 
of the Juttice of his Pretenfions. ‘ 

He found them all not only in his Intereft, but refolved 
to guard him from fuch an Injury, tho’ it fhould carry them 
to the laft Extremity, of taking Arms in his Defence. And tho’ 
Diego de Ordax, and ‘fuan Velafquex de Leon were le{s warm, as de- 
pending more upon the Governor, they were eafily brought over to 
approve of that which they had not Power to hinder. Being 
thus fecure, he went to vilic the chief Alcalde, who already 
knew the Grounds he had to complain. He laid before him 
how far he might expofe himfelf in fupporting fuch a Piece of 
Injuftice, by difguiting fo many Perfons of Diftinction as followed 
him; and how much he had Reafon to fear from the Fury of 
the 
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the Soldiers, whofe Affections he had gained, that he might the 
better ferve Diego Velafquex; and that he already found it difh- 
cult to keep them within the Bounds of Obedience to him; 
{peaking in-fuch Terms, and with fuch a kind of Refolution, 
as appeared both modeft and great. Francif{co Verdugo approved 
his Reafons, and from a Principle of Generofity, being un- 
willing to become the Inftrument of fuch Injuttice, offered 
not only to fufpend the Execution of the Order, but to write 
to Diego Velafquex to engage him to defift from a Refolution, 
which was now impracticable, by Reafon of the Difguft it 
gave the Soldiers, and cculd not be executed without very great 
Inconveniencies. Diego de Ordax, and the reft, who had any 
Intereft in the Governor, offered to do the fame, and wrote im- 
mediately. Cortes likewife wrote to him, complaining in a 
friendly Manner of his Diftruft, without fhewing how far he 
was dillatisfied, or omitting his ordinary Refpect, as one who 
found himfelf obliged to complain, but defir’d to have no Rea- 
fon to appear difcontented or injurd. 
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Cortes fails from La Trinidad to the Hanava ; where 
he gets the laft Remforcement for the Fleet, and 
Suffers a fecond Perfecution from Velafquez. 


Wewae| AV ING taken thefe Meafures, which at that Time 
H(<| feemed fufficient to quiet the Mind of Velafquez, 

»| Cortes confider’d of  profecuting his Voyages and 
=o! fending Pedro de Alvarado by Land, with a: Party of 
Soldiers to take care of their Horfes, and raife fome more Men 
in the Settlements upon the Road, he fail’d with the» Fleet for 
the Havana, the molt Wefterly Part of the Ifland,; where it begins 
ro incline towards the North. The Ships parted from La Trinidad 
with a favourable Wind; but at the coming on of the Night they 
feparated from the Capitana, where Cortes was on Board, without 
obferving as they ought the Courfe he ftood, or perceiving the 
Brror of their Pilots, until the Light of the Day difcovered it: 
But being now advanced {o far, they continued their Voyage, 
and arrived: at the Havana, where the Soldiers went on Shore. 
They were kindly and liberally entertained by Pedro de Barba, 
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at that Time Governor of the Havana, under Velafquex. They 
were all concerned that they had not waited for their Captain, 
or turned back in fearch of him; but their Difcourfes on that 
Occafion, went no farther than to furnith themfelves with Excufes 
againit his Arrival; but perceiving that he ftaid longer than 
they thought it was poffible he could, unlefs fome Misfortune 
had befallen him, they began to be uneafy, and divided in- 
to various Opinions. Some were for fending two or three Vef- 
{els in fearch of him amongft the neighbouring Iflands ; others 
propofed to name a Commander in Chief in his Abfence; but 
others thought fuch a Propofition unfeafonable. However, as 
no body commanded, every one gave his Verdict, and nothing 
was done. He who moft infifted upon their naming a Com- 
mander, was Diego de Ordaz, who as Confident of Velafquex, 
expected to be preferred to the reft, and thought that by the 
gaining of this Point; he fhould ftand fair to obtain that Polt 
from Velafquex, But at laft, after a Difpute of feven Days, 
Cortes fafely arrived with the Capitana. 

H1s Delay was occafion’d by the Fleet’s pafling over fome 
Flats which are between the Harbour of La Trinidad and the 
Cape of St. Anthony, at a {mall Diftance from the Ifle of Pines, 
Where the Capitana, as being the largeft Ship, ftruck, and was in 
Danger of being over-fet ; An Accident which gave Cortes no lit. 
tle Trouble, but withal, ferved to raife his Reputation; for ani- 
mating his Men, on View of the Danger, he gave fuch Or- 
ders as were neceflary with great Prefence of Mind, and ufed 
the utmoft Expedition, without Confufion, His frit Care was 
to put out his Boat, and take out the Ship’s Lading, which was 
carried to a little Sandy Mland hard by: By which Means he fo 
far lightened her, as to fet her afloat. After which, getting clear 
of the Banks, they took her Lading on Board again, and pur- 
fu'd their Courfe, having thus {pent the feven Days, he was 
detain’d in this Place, much to the Advantage of his Reputa- 
tion. 

PEDRO de Barba lodged him in his own Houfe, and he 
was received with great Acclamations. And here again their Num- 
bers encreafed, feveral of the Inhabitants and Gentlemen entring 
mito the Service: Among whom were Francifco de Montejo, who was 
afterwards the King’s Lieutenant of Yucatan, Diego de Soto del Toro, 
Garci Caro, ‘fuan Sedeno, and other Perfons of Diftinction and 
Fortune; which very much added tothe Reputation of the Enter- 
prize, and compleated the Equipment of the Fleet. Thefe Prepa- 
rations took up fome Days: But as Cortes knew not how 'to be 
idle the Time he flaid there, ‘he commanded the Artillery 
to 
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to be brought on Shore to be cleaned and proved, ordering the 
Cannoniers to obferve exactly how far each Gun would catry; 
and as there was great Plenty of Cotton thereabouts, he direéted 
the making a fufficient Quantity of defenfive Arms. Thefe were 
a kind of Quilts, in the Form of great Coats, which were called 
Efcaupilles : Neceflity inventing what, Experience afterwards ap= 
proved; when they found that a little Cotton, ftitched beween 
two Cloths, was a better Defence than Iron againft the Arrows 
and Darts of the Indians; for they loft their Force by the weak 
Refiftance they met with, and were likewife hinder’d from 
glancing from one Man to another. — | | 

At the fame Time he exercifed his Soldiers in the Ufe of 
their Fire Arms and Crofs-Bows, and the Management of their 
Pikes: He alfo taught them how to form a Battalion, and file off 
in order; how to Charge, and how to feize a Poft; inftrudting 
them both by Voice and Example in the Rudiments of War; af- 
ter the Manner of the great Captains of Antiquity, who by 
feigned Battles and Affaults, taught new Beginners the military 
Art. Which Practice, in Time of Peace, was in fo much Efteem 
among the Romans, that from this kind of Exercife they gave 
their Armies the Name of Exercitus. 

AT the fame Time, and with the fame Diligence, he went on 
with the reft of his Preparations : But when every one was re- 
joicing at the Approach of the Day appointed for their Depar- 
ture, Gafper de Garnica, a Servant of Velafquex, arrived at the 
Havana, with frefh Orders to Pedro de Barba, exprefly enjoining 
him to difpoflefs Cortes of the Command of the Fleet, and to 
fend him Prifoner with a good Convoy ; telling him how highly 
he had been difpleas’d with Francifco Verdugo for letting him go 
from La Trinidad; and withal, giving him to underttand how 
much he would rifque in not complying with his Orders. He 
likewife wrote to Diego de Ordaz, and to Fuan Velafquex de Leon, 
to be aflifting to Pedro de Barba in the Execution of his Com- 
mands. But Cortes was advertis'd of what was doing from fe- 
veral Hands, and even by Ggrnica. They warn’d him to take 
care of himfelf, fince he who firft entrulted this Enterprize to 
his Conduct, was now going to difcard him in a manner highly 
injurious to his Honour; freeing him from the Scandal of In« 
gratitude, by forcing from him the Favour for which he ftood 
oblig’d. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIL 


Cortes refolves not to put bimfelf in the Power of 
Velafquez: The juft Motives of this Refolution : 
With what further pafsd till the Time of their 
failing from the Gavana. 


@QILTHOUGH Cortes was a Man of great Spirit, he 
could not help being fhock'd with this new Attempt, 
which touch’d him the more fenfibly, by how much 
29%] te lefs it was expected ; for he thought Velafquex 
had been fatisfied with what every one had wrote to him on 
the Receipt of his firft Command at the Town of La Trinidad; 
but being convinced of his Obftinacy by thefe repeated Orders, 
he began, with lefs Temper, to think of taking care of himfelf. 
On the one Side, he faw himfelf applauded and efteem’d by all 
who followed him; and on the other, degraded, and condemned 
to Prifon like aCriminal. He acknowledged that Velafquex, had 
expended fome Money in fitting out the Fleet; but then the 
greateft Part of the Charge was born by himfelf and his Friends, 
vnd almoft all the Soldiers were rais'd upon their Capecit. de 
revolv’d in his Mind all the Circumftances of the Injury done 
him; and confidering the Slights he had hitherto fuffered, he 
crew angry with himfelf, and, not without Reafon, accus d his 
own Patience ; for this Virtue pafling beyond the Bounds _af- 
fign’d to it by Reafon, degenerates into Meannefs of Spirit and 
Infenfibility. He was alfo concerned for the Enterprize, which 
he forefaw would entirely mifcarry if he quitted the Conduct of 
it; but that which moft fenfibly affected him, was the Wound 
given to his Honour, which (to thofe who underftand its Value) 
dearer than Life it felf. Upon thefe Reflections, and this Occa- 
Gon of Refentment, Cortes took his firft Refolution of breaking 
with Velafquez. Whence it appears how little Jultice Antonio de 
Herrera has done him, by placing this Breach in the City of 
St. Jago, at a Time when he had juft received fuch fingular 
Obligations. But we fhall adhere to what is related by 
Bernal Diaz del Caffillo, an Author not the moft favourable 
to Cortes; for Gonzalo Fernandez de Oviedo affirms, That he 


acknowledged his Dependancy on the Governor Velafquez, till 
upon 
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upon his Arrival in New Spain he fet up for himfelf, giving 
an Account to the Emperor of the Advances made by him ia 
that Conquetft. 

Tae Pains I have beftowed in clearing the Charafter of 
Cortes trom thefe early Reproaches, muft not be thought a Dis 
greflion from the Subject: Iam as far from flattering thofe 
whom I undertake to defend, as from hating others whom I 
condemn: But when Truth points out the Way to juftify the 
firit Steps in a Man’s Condu@t, who knew how to make himfelf 
fo confiderable by his Actions, I ought to follow the Path, and 
to be pleafed with difcovering the Certainty of that which 
ferves to eftablifh his Reputation. 

Iam very fenfible that an Hiftorian fhould by no Means 
conceal what deferves Reproof; for Examples are as ufeful to 


make Vice abhorred, as to allure us to the Imitation of Virtue: 


But it argues a wrong Turn in an Author to put the worft 
Conitruction upon a Man’s Actions; and to relate as Truth 
their own ill-natur’d Conjectures, is a Fault of which fome 
Writers are guilty, who have read Tacitus with an Ambition to 
imitate that which in Reality is inimitable, and fancy they 
enter into the Spirit of that Author, when they put fuch 
Interpretations upon ‘Things, as favour more of Spleen than Art. 
Bur to return to our Hiftory: Cortez judging that it was 
now no longer a Time to {mother his Refentment, or take mode- 
rate Meafures, which are generally Enemies to great Refolutions, 
refolved to provide for himfelf, and make ufe of the Force he 
was Malter of as Occafion fhould require. To this End, be- 
fore Pedro de Barba had determined to publifh the Order he had 
againit him, he made haite to fend away from the Havana Diego de 
Ordag, whofe Fidelity he fufpected very much, on Account of 
the Efforts he had made to be chofen Commander in Chief in his 
Abfence : He therefore ordered him to embark immediately on 
Board. one of the Veffels, and to make the beft of his Way to 


Guanicanico, a Settlement fituate on the other Side of the Cape 


St. Antonio, to take in fome Provifions which he had dire¢ted to 
be carried to that Place, and there to wait his Arrival, with 
the reft of the Fleet. Cortez aflifted in putting this Order in 
Execution with his ufual Diligence and Calmnefs; and this Way 
difengaged himfelf from a Man who might have embarafs’d 
him to a very great Degree. After which he went to vilit Fuan 
Velafquex de Leon, whom he eafily brought over to his Inte- 
reft, being himfelf not a little difpleafed with the Proceedings 
of his Relation, and withal more tractable, and of lefs Artifice 
than Diego de Ordaz. 
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Havine taken thefe Precautions, he fhewed himfelf to the 
Soldiers, acquaimting them with the new Perfecution that threat- 
ned him. They all offered him their Services, agreeing in the 
Refolution of alliiting him, tho’ differing in the Manner of expref- 
fing themdelves, the Zeal of the Gentry appear’d as the natural 
Efte& of the Obligations they: had to him; but the reft-declar’din 
his Behalf with fo much Heat, asto give Uneafinefs tothe Perfon in 
whofe Favour it was defign’d: And it appear’d by their Clamours 
and Threats on this Occafion, how much a good Caufe may fuffer 
in the Hands of the Multitude. 

Buv Pedro de Barba apprehending the ill Confequences of not 
appeafing this Tumult in Time, went to Cortex, and appearing 
publickly with him, quieted allin.a Moment, by declaring aloud, 
That he did not defign to execute the Order of Velafquex, or 
to have any. Share in fo great an Injuftice. This turned all 
their Threats.into. Acclamations: And he prefently fhewed the 
Sincerity of his Intentions, by publickly. difpatching Gafper de 
Garnica with a Letter to Velafquez; in which he told him, 
Phat this was not a Time to ftop: Cortez, who. was too well at- 
tended to let himfelf be illitreated, or to be reduc’d to Obediencc 
by Violence. He reprefented to him, in the ftrongeft Terms; the 
Ferment his Order had occafioned among the Soldiers, andi the 
Danger the Town had:been. in by this Commotion; and: con- 
cluded his Letter with advifing him to regain Cortex by Acts’ of 
Friendthip, adding new Favours to thofe he had already beftow’d 
and relying on his: Gratitude for what could not’ be compafv’d 
either by Perfwafion or Force. 

Tuis Affair being over, Cortex. employ’d all his' Thoughts to 
haften his Departure; which he found neceflary, in order to 
quiet the Minds of the Soldiers, who were difturb’d afrefh by 
the Report that Velafquex refolv’d to come in Perfon, and put his 
Orders in Execution. It is faid:that he had form’d this :Defign ; 
in which he would have run a very great Rifque, without faceeed: 
ing: For Authority is but a weak Argument, when oppos'd: both 
to Reafon and Power. : 
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Cortez names the Officers of his F leet ; parts from 
the Havana; and arrives at the Hfle of Cozumel, 
aphere he mufters his Troops, and animates bis 
Soldiers to the Undertaking. _ hk 


Bae Brigantine of moderate Burden having joimed the 
SaUNG>| ten Vellels which compofed his Fleet, Cortex diftrit 
XSehs ea, buted his Meninto eleven Companies, putting one on 
ee} Poard each Weflel; and named for Captains Fuaw Ve: 
lafquex de Leon, Alonfo Hernandex Portocarrero, Francifeo de Mon- 
zejo, Chriftoval'de Olid, “fuan de Efcalante, Francifco de Morla, Pes 
dvo de Alvarado, Francifco' Saucedo, and Diego de Ordax, whom 
he had not fent out of the Way with an Intention to forget 
or difoblige him by not giving him an Employmerit. He referved 
for himfelf the Command! of the  Capitana, and imtrufted the 
Care of the Brigantine to Gines- dé Nortes. The Command of 
the Artillery he beftow’d upon Francifco'de Oroxeo, a Soldier who: 
had fighaliz’d himfelf im the Wars of Italy; and chofe for his 
chief Pilot Antonio de Alaminos, a:Man of Experience in’ thofe 
Seas; having ferved in the fame Quality in the two Voyages of 
Francifco Fernandex de Cordova and Fuan de Grijalva. He dréw 
up Inftructions for his Officers; wherein, with fingular 
Forefight, he provided againtt Contingencies; and the Day 
of Embarkation being come, they celebrated a Mafs of the Holy 
Ghoft with great Solemnity, at which all the Soldiers very de- 
voutly affifted, recommending to God the Beginning of an En- 
terprize, the Suecefs of which’ they expected from his divine 
Afiiftance ; and Hernan Cortex, as the’ firft A& of his Command, 
gave the Word St, Peter, thereby: acknowledging him the Patron of 
this Expedition, as hé had‘been'of all his-Actions from his Childs 
hood: After which he ordered Pedro de Alvarado to fail for the 
North Coaft, in fearch of Diego a: in Guanicanico; and 
after they were joined to-wait for’ the’ Fleet at’ Cape St. Antonio. 
The reltof the Veflels had’ Infttuations to follow the Capitana 5 
and in café they fhould ‘be feparated by contrary Winds, or any 
other Accident: to ftand forthe Tie* of Coxwmel, difeover'd by 
(219i Fuar 
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Fuan de Grijalva, which was but little diftant from the Land 
they were in fearch of, and where Cortex propos’d to confider 
and refolve on that which fhould be mott neceflary for the 
Profecution of their Enterprize. 

In fine, they parted from the Havana the 10th of February, 
1519. The Wind at firft was favourable, but did not long 
continue fo; for at Sun-Set there arofe a furious Storm, 
which put them in great Diforder; and when the Night 
came;; the Ships were obliged to feparate, that they might 
not run foul on each other, and to put right before the 
Wind. The Ship that Francifco de Morla commanded fuf- 
fer'd moft, a Break of the Sea carrying away the Rudder, where- 
by he was in great Hazard of being loft. He fired feveral Guns 
as a Signal of Diftrefs, which gave extreme Concern to the 
relt of the Captains; who, notwithftanding their own Danger, 
were alarm’d at his, and did all that was pollible to keep near 
him, fometimes bearing up againft Wind and Sea, and then 
again giving way to their Violence. But the Storm ended with 
the Night; and asfoon as they had Light enough to diftinguith 
Objects, Cortex was the firft who came up with the Ship in Dan- 
ger, the reft following his Example; and the Damage fhe had 
fuffer’d was foon repair’d. 

Av this Time Pedro de Alvarado, who was gone in fearch of 
Diego de Ordaz, dilcover'd by Day-break that the fame Storm 
had forced him into the Gulph a great Way farther than he 
imagined: For in order to keep clear of the Shore, he was ob- 
lig’d to put Out into the open Sea, as leaft dangerous. The Pi- 
lot found by his Compafs and Chart, that he was fallen very 
far from the Courfe prefcrib’d to him, and was at fuch aDiftance 
from the Cape St. Antonio, that his Return would have been 
very difficult; wherefore he propofed it, as moft advifeable, 
to fail direftly for the Ifle of Cozumel. Alvarado left it to his 
own Choice; reprefenting to him the Order of Cortez 
after fuch a Manner, as look’d very like difpenfing with it. 
Hereupon they continued their Voyage, and arrived at the 
Ifland two Days before the Fleet. They landed with a De- 
fign to lodge themfelvesin a {mall Town near the Coaft, well 
known to the Captain, and fome of the Soldiers, fince the 
Voyage of Grijalva; but they found it deferted: For the Indians, 
upon the firft Notice that the Spaniards were landed, abandon’d 
their, Houfes, retiring farther within the Gountry, with what poor 
Moveables they had, fuch light Baggage giving no Obftruction 
to their Flight. Pedro de Alvarado was a young Man of Spirit and 
Valour, well qualified for any Enterprize where he received 

| Orders, 
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Orders, but of too little Experience to give them. He had a 
Notion that till the Arrival of the Fleet it would be a Shame 
for an Officer to be without Action ; and therefore ordered his 
Men to march, and take a View of the inner Part of the Ifland, 
and at little more than a League’s Diftance they found another 
Town forfaken in the fame Manner, but not fo entirely un- 
furnifhed as the former; for here were fome Cloaths and Provi- 
fions, which the Soldiers feized as Spoils of an Enemy ; and in a 
Temple of one of their Idols they found divers Jewels, which 
ferved to adorn it, and fome Inftruments of Sacrifices, fram’d 
of Gold, mixed with Copper, of which they made Prize. This 
Undertaking did by no means promote the Service they were 
upon, but on the contrary, frighted the Indians, and crofs’d 
the Defign they had of gaining their Friendfhip. Pedro de Alvarado 
grew fenfible, tho’ fomething too late, that he had made a falfe 
Step, and retired to his firft Poft, having taken three Prifoners, 
two Men and a Woman, who not being able to efcape, furren- 
der’d without any Oppofition. 

Tue next Day Cortex arrived with the whole Fleet, having 
fent to Diego de Ordax, at Cape St. Antonio, to join him, fufpect- 
ing, as it afterwards prov'd, that the Storm would hinder Al 
varado from executing his Orders; and tho’ inwardly well pleated 
to find him there in Safety, he commanded the Pilot to be im- 

rifoned, and reprimanded the Captain very fharply for not having 
obferved his DireCtions, as well as for his Prefumption in march- 
ing up into the Ifland, and permitting his Soldiers to plunder. 
This Rebuke he gave in publick, with Defign that it might 
ferve as Warning to the reft. He prefently called for the three 
Prifoners, and by Melchior, the only Interpreter he had in this 
Voyage, his Companion being dead, informed them how much 
he was concerned at what the Soldiers had done; and ordering 
the Gold and Cloaths to be reftored, he fet them at Liberty, gi- 
ving them fome trifling Prefents for their Caziques, that thefe 
Tokens of Amity might induce them to lay afide the Fear they 
had conceived. 

Tue Spaniards encampd on the Sea-fide, where they refted 
three Days, without marching any farther, that they might 
not occafion any Difturbance among the Indians. After which 
Cortex mulftered his Army, and found that it confifted of five 
hundred and eight Soldiers, fixteen Horfe; and of Mechanicks, 
Pilots, and Marriners, an hundred and nine more, befides two 
Chaplains, the Licentiate ‘Juan Diaz, and F ather Bartholomew 
de Olmedo, a Regular of the Order of our Lady de la Merced, 


who accompanied Cortex to the End of his Expedition. 
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Tue Mutter being over, he returned to his Quarters, attended 
by his Captains and principal Soldiers; and taking his Seat in 
the Midit of them, he {poke in the following Manner: 

““ WEN I confider, my Friends and Companions, the good Fors 
“ tune that has brought us together in this Ifland, the Obftacles 
“and Perfecutions we have furmounted, and the Difficulties 
“ which have oppos’d our Enterprize, I acknowledge the Hand of 
“ God in the Work we have undertaken, and promife my delf Suc- 
“ ceds, from Beginnings fo remarkably favoured by his Divine Pro- 
“ vidence, in our Zeal for the Service of God and of our King ; in Ef- 
“ fect the fame that has animated us to undertake the Conquett of 
“ thefeunknown Regions, andthe Almighty in fighting our Caufe, 
“ will fight his own. JI have no Defign to leflen the Danger of 
“ the Undertaking: We are to expect bloody Engagements, in- 
“credible Fatigues, and fuch Multitudes of Enemies, that it 
“ wall require all your Valour to fuftain their Attacks: Befides 
“ that, Want of Neceflaries, Inclemencies of Weather, and dif- 
“ficult Marches, will exercife your Conftancy, which is ac- 
“ counted a fecond-rate Valour, and fhews as much Greatnefs 
“of Spirit as the firlt; for very often in War, Patience brings 
“ that, to bear, which Force could not. By this Hercules gamed 
“the Name of Invincible, and his Exploits were called Labours. 
“You have been accuftomed to fuifter and to act in thefe lands, 
“which you have already conquered: Our :prefent Underta- 
“ king is of greater Importance ; we muft purfue it with an- 
“ {werable Vigour, and proportion our Refolution to the Difh- 
“culty of our Enterprize. Antiquity has painted the Temple 
“of Fame upon the higheft Part of the Mountain, and her 
“Image upon’ the higheft/Part.of the Temple; 'thereby, giving 
“to underftand, that to find her, even after we have gained 
‘* the ‘Top of the Mountain, we muft-look higher. We are but 
“few in. Number, but\Union adds Strength to Armies, and -ferves 
“to multiply them: ‘In, our Agreement confifts. our. greateft 
“Strength. We muft, my-Friends, be-all of one Mind to zeflolve, 
“and as one Hand to execute: Our Interefts fhould: be tthe 
“ fame, and.the Glory of Conqueft ought to «be. equally: thar’d 
“ among-us: The Valour of every one.in particular; mufteftablifh 
“ theSecurity of all inogeneral. I.am-your Commander, and wiil 
‘“besthe firlt to hazard my Life for the:meand{t of the Soldiers. 
“<I fhall lead'youon by Example to the Bxecution of my Orders; 
“afluring you that I find in my felfja-Spirit-fufficient to under- 
““take\the Conqueft of a «whole World: And this Hope is.in- 
“fpir'd by Iknow ‘not «what extraordinary Impulfe, the moft 
“ promifing of all-Prefaves. !To conclude, «let our Wordsobechuc- 
ria © ceeded 
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“ ceeded by Actions; and let not this Confidence of mine be 
“ thought Temerity, fince it is fo well fupported by you, from 
“ whom I expect every Thing that is wanting in my felf.” 

Tuus did he perfwade and animate his Men; when Notice 
came, that fome Indians were feenat a little Diftance. And altho’ 
they came in {eparate Parties, and without Arms, Cortex com- 
manded his Men to be rang’d in Order, without Beat of Drum, 
and to ftand cover’d behind their Lines, till they daw whether 
they drew near, and with what Delign. 


eligi be AN 


Cortez pacifies the Inhabitants of Cozumel: He efta- 
blifhes a Friendfhip with the Gazzgue ; overthows 
their Idols ; begins to introduce the Gofpel; and 
endeavours in vain to recover fome Spaniards, who 
avere Prifoners at Yucatan. : 


fey] HE Indians were in {mall Troops, and feemed to 
be confulting among themfelves, as if they watch’d 
the Motions of the Spaniards, whofe Pofture car- 
rying no Appearance of Hoftility, encourag’d the 


boldeft amongft.them to draw near by little and little; and thefe 


teceiving no ill Treatment, were followed by the rett, fo that 
fome of them/foon enter’d the Camp; where they were fo 
favourably received ‘by Cortez, and allbefides, that they called to 
the reft of their Companions, infomuch that they came in great 
Numbers that very Day, and mingled among the Soldiers with 


fo much Familiarity and Confidence, as {carce difcover'd the 


Jeaft.Surprife, .but ttrongly argued that, they were a People ac- 


ccuftomed to. converfe with Strangers. ‘There was an Idol in this 


Tfland extremely .reverene'd by the Barbarians, who were conti- 
nually flocking . to worfhip. it from. different Provinces of the 


‘Gontinent; ‘on which Account the Iflanders of Cozumel had 


a perpetual Commerce with People of divers Nations, Habits, 
and Languages, which made the Arrival of the Spaniards ap- 
pear. the lefs ftrange, or, at leaft enabled them to conceal their 
‘Surprife. | 
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44. The Hiftory of the Conquest Book I. 
Av Night they all retired to their Houfes; and the next Day 


the principal Cazique of the Ifland came to vifit Cortex, with a 


numerous, but ill appointed Equipage, delivering his Ambafly 
and Prefent himfelf. The General received him with great Hu- 
manity and Satisfaction; and, by his Interpreter, returning 
Thanks for the Vifit, aflured him of his own Friendfhip, and 
that of his Followers. To which the Cazique replied, That he 
accepted his Offers, and would make a good Ufe of them. 
They heard one, among the Indians who accompanied him, re- 
peating after a bad Manner the Name of Caflilla; and Cortez, 
whofe Attention nothing could ever divert from purfuing his 
main Point, obferved the Word, and commanded the Interpre- 
ter to inquire into the Meaning of it. Which Remark of his, 
tho’ accidentally made, was of the utmoft Importance in facili- 
tating the Conqueft of New Spain, as we fhall fee hereafter. 

Tus Indians {aid that our Men very much refembled certain 
Prifoners who were in Yucatan, Natives of a Country called Caf- 
tilla. WhichCortez no fooner heard than he refolv’d to fet them at 
Liberty, and engage them in his Service. Upon informing himfelf 
more particularly, he found that they were in the Power of 
fome Indians of the higheft Rank, refiding two Days Journey farther 
within the Province of Yucatan. Cortez communicated his In- 
tention to the Cazique, and asked him whether thofe were 
warlike Indians, and what Force would be neceflary to refcue 
the Chriftians from Slavery. The Cazique gave him a very ready 
and reafonable Anfwer, telling him the fecureft Way would be 
to ranfom them, for that endeavouring to releafe them by 
Force of Arms would expofe them to the Hazard of being mai- 
facred by their Matters. Cortex embrac’d his Advice, with Ad- 
miration to find fo much good Senfe and Policy in the Ca- 
zique, whofe Rank among Princes, tho’ inconfiderable, miuft 
have taught him fome Principles of what they call Reafon of 
State. He immediately gave Orders to Diego de Ordaz to fail 
with his Veflel and Company to the Coatt of Yucatan, by the 
fhorteft Cut from the Ile of Cozumel, which might be about 
four Leagues over; where he was to land the Indians appointed 
by the Cazique for this Purpofe, who carried a Letter from 
Cortez. to the Prifoners, and fome Trifles for their Ranfom, 
where Ordaz was commanded to ftay eight Days, in which Time 
the Indians undertook to return with an Anfwer. 

In the mean time Cortez marched with all his Troops in a 
Body to take a View of the land ; not that he faw any Neceflity 
for being on his Guard, but to keep the Soldiers together, and 


confequently to fecure the Inhabitants from being infulted. He 
told 
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told his Men, That they were an indigent People, unable to 
defend themfelves ; that the Sincerity they fhew’d, entitled 
them to good Treatment in Return, and that their Pover- 
ty was fuch as. gave no Temptation to Avarice. That they 
were not to expect from that {mall Spot of Ground any other 
Wealth than a good Reputation : “‘ And do not think, (added 
“ he,) that the good Character you fhall acquire here will be 
“ confined within the narrow Limits of this miferable Tland; 
“ for the Concourfe of Pilgrims, who, as you have been in- 
“ formed, are accultomed to refort hither from all Parts, will 
“ carry your Name to diltant Countries, where the Character 
‘© of Humanity and Juftice will be of fignal Ufe to facilitate 
“ our Defigns; and by this Means we fhall meet with lefs 
‘ Oppofition in Countries where more is to be gained.” B 
fuch Difcourfes as thefe, he kept the Soldiers within Bounds. He 
was always accompany’d by the Cazique, and great Numbers of 
Indians, who» fupplied him with. Provifions, and exchang’d 
Gold for Glafs Beads, believing that they over-reach’d the Spa- 
niards, and could never purchafe thofe Toys at too dear a 
Rate. 

At a little Diftance from the Coaft ftood the Temple of 
the Idol, fo much reverd by the Indians. It was a {quare 
Building of Stone, and of no contemptible Architecture. The 
Idol bore the Figure of a Man, but. of a very terrible Afpect. 
All the Idols, worfhipp’d by thefe miferable People, were formed 
in the fame Manner ; for tho’ they differed in the Make and 
Reprefentation, they were all alike moft abominably ugly; 
whether it was that thefe Barbarians had no Notion of any 
other Model, or that the Devil really appeared to them in 
fome fuch Shape ; fo that he who ftruck out the moft hideous 
Figure, was accounted the bef{t Workman. 

11s faid this Idol was called Cozumel, and gave to the [land 
the Name which it retains to this Day ;_ but very improperly, 
#€ it be the fame which the Devil took to himfelf, it muft, thro’ 
Inadvertency, have been made ufe of in our Maps, being con- 
trary to all Reafon. The Spaniards found a very great Con- 
courte of Indians at the Temple, and in the midit of them a 
Prieft, diftinguifhed from the reft by a certain Ornament, or 
Part of a Covering, which {carcely hid his Nakednefs. He feem- 
ed to preach, and to perfwade them to fomething, by a Tone 
and Aétions extremely ridiculous; for he gave himfelf the Airs 
of a Preacher, with all the Gravity and Authority of which a 
a Man dreffed after fuch a Manner was capable. Cortex inter- 


rupted him; and turning towards the Caxique, faid to him, 
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“ That in order to maintain the Friendfhip between them, it 
“ was abfolutely néceflary for hint to renounce the Worfhip of 
“ his Idols, and to influence his Subjects to do the fame by his 
“ Example.” After which he took him afide with his Interpre- 
ter, and made him fenfible of the Error of his own, and the 
Truth of the Chriffian Religion, by fuch Arguments as were ac- 
commodated to his Capacity, but fo convincing, that the In- 
dian was confounded, and would not venture to return any 
Anfwer, as having fufficient Underftanding to be confcious of 
his own Ignorance. He recovered himfelf, and defired Leave to 
communicate this Affair to the Priefts, who had Authority from 
him to detide abfolutely in Affairs of Religion. The Refult of 
that Conferetice was the bringing before Cortez that venerable 
Preacher, with others of his Profeflion, who all’ made loud 
Outcries, which, as explain’d by the Interpreter, were Prote- 
{lations on the Part of Heaven, againft them who fhould bé 
fo audacious as to difturb the Worfhip of their Gods, denoun- 
cing immediate Punifhment upon the Attempt. Cortex was 
incens’d at their Menaces ; and the Soldiets guefling his Inten- 
tion. from his Looks, immediately attacked their Idol, over- 
ttuming the Altar, and breaking it in Pieces, with feveral other 
Idols of a fimaller Size, placed in different Niches. The Ins 
dians were aftonifhed at the Sight of this Deftrution; but as 
the Heavens were ferene, and the expected Vengeance delayed 
to come down, their Adoration was. chang’d into Contempt ; 
and they began to defpife fuch fuffering Gods. And this Pafhon 
was the fitft Effort that Truth made in their: Hearts. The 
reft of their Temples fuffer’d the fame Fate ; but in the Chief 
of them they built an Altar, whereon they placed the Image of 
the Virgin Mary, ereCting at the Entrance a large Crofs, made 
by the Carpenters of the Fleet, with equal Zeal and Diligence. 
The next Day they faid Mafs at that Altar, where the 
Cazique, accompanied by his Indians, affifted with a Silence that 
looked like Devotion; and perhaps it naturally fow’d from 
that Refpe€t which is imprinted on the Mind by our Holy Ce- 
remonies, or was a fupernatural Effet of the ineffable Myftery 
contain’d in that Sacritice. 

THus did Cortez employ his Time and his Soldiers, during the 
Term of eight Days, which he had allowed Diego de Ordax to 
{tay for the Spaniards, who wete Prifoners in Yucatan; but he 
returned to the Hland without bringing any Account either of 
thein, or the Indians who ‘were fent in queft of them. Cortez 
was highly difpleafed ; but believing the Barbarians had’ de- 
ceived him by ‘fale Intelligence, in order'to gain the Prefents 

he 
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he had fent for theiy Ranfom, of which they feemed fo ex 
tremely fond, he did not care any longer to delay his Voyage, 
oy to! impart his Sufpicions to the Cazique. On the contrary, 
he took his Leave of him with great Civility, and Tokens of 
air entire Satisfaction, earneftly recommending to him the Crofs 
and the Holy Image, which he trufted to his Care, expecting 
from his Friendfhip, that he would pay it all due Veneration, 
till he fhould be better inftructed, and thereby more capable of 
receiving the Truth. 


(Cin Pos A 
Cortez purfues his Voyage; but by an Accident finds 
limfelf obliged to return to the Jame Ifland. Ge- 
ronimo de Aguilar, who had been Prifoner in 
Yucatan, arrives, during his Stay there, and 
gives an Account of his Captivity. 


yen O RTEZ put to Sea with a Delign to follow the fame 
Za (@NGy| Courfe which Fuan de Grijalva’ had done before; 
s o2) ahd to difcover the Countries from which he 
SS had retired, by too {crupulous an Obedience to the 
Orders he had receiv’d. The Fleet had the Wind aftern, and 
all were overjoyed at the profperous Beginning of their Voyage, 
when an unexpected Accident gave them great Uneafineds. 
Fuan de Efcalante fixed a Gun, and the reft of the Commanders, 
cafting their Eyés towards him, obferv’d that he follow’d with 
Difficulty ; and foon after tacked about, and itood for the 
Tfland, Cortez very well underftood the Meaning of what he 
f{aw,. and without flaying to deliberate, immediately ordered all 
the Fleet: to follow him. wan de Efcalante {tood in need of all 
his. Diligence to bring off his Veflel; for fhe {prung a Leak, 
and took in fo much Water, that fhe was upon the Point of 
finking when fhe approach’d the Shore ; though they foon ar- 
riv’d, who came to his Relief’ The Soldiers were landed ; and 
the Gazique prefently came down with his Indians, and feemed 
to be furprifed at their fudden Return: But when they 
undérftood the’ Reafen; they very chearfully helped to un- 
load the Veflel;- ahd: afterwards aflifted in repairing. and ca 
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reening it, managing their Canoes with great Dexterity, and 
performing fingular Service upon this Occafion. | 

WuiLe this was doing, Cortez, accompany d by the Cazique, 
and fome of his Soldiers, went to vilit the Temple, and found 
the Crofs and Image of the Virgin Mary in the fame Place 
where he had left them ; obferving withal, to his great Satif- 
faction, fome Signs of the Veneration paid them by thefe Barba- 
rians, in the Cleannefs of the Temple, and the Perfumes they 
had burned, befides Flowers and Boughs with which they had 
adorned the Altar. Cortez thanked the Cazique for the Care 
he had taken in his Abfence. The Indian was pleas’d, and 
received the Compliments of the Spaniards, as if it had been an 
Inftance of his extraordinary Conduct; that the Image and Al- 
tar had ftood undemolifh’d for no longer a Time, at the farthelt, 
than two or three Hours. 

Tur Accident that thus retarded the Voyage.of Cortex de- 
ferves a particular Remark, being an Event that may be rank’d 
with Things depending on Fortune, and yet carrying the Ap- 
pearance of fomething more than of Hazard, or Chance. They 
who faw the Courfe of their Voyage ftopp’d, and a Ship ready 
to founder, could confider it no otherwife than as a Misfor- 
tune which very ordinarily happens :. But whoever will reflect 
that the fame Time that was neceflary for the refitting the 
Ship, was no lefs neceflary for the Arrival of a Chriflian Cap- 
tive oat that Iland, who had been Prifoner in Yucatan, futh- 
ciently inftrn@ed in the different Languages of thofe People, 
to fupply the Want of an Interpreter, and that he was after- 
wards one of the principal Inftruments of this Conqueft, cannot 
attribute all this to Fortune, but muft own the Hand of Pro- 
vidence in a very extraordinary Manner. 

Turvy were four Days refitting the Veffel; and on the laft, 
as they were going to embark, they difcovered, at a Diftance, a 
Canoe, which was crofling the Gulph of Yucatan, and ftood di- 


rectly for the Hand. They quickly perceived that fhe was fil- 


led with armed Indians, and were furprifed at the Diligence 
they ufed to come up, without fhewing any Fear of the Fleet. 
Cortez being informed of this, gave Orders to Andres de Tapia to 
place himfelf in Ambufcade near the Place at which the Canoe 
was to land the Indians; and to difcover their Defigns. Andres de 
Tapia took his Poft accordingly, where he could not be feen : 
But finding they came on Shore with their Bows and Arrows, 
he fuffer’'d them to pafs by him a little Way from the Coait, 
and then cut off their Retreat.° As foon as the Indians difco- 
vered him, they fled; but one amongft them ftopp’d the rett, 


and 
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and advancing three or four Paces, pronotinc’d with a loud 
Voice, in the Caftillian Tongue, that he was a Chriftian. Ane 
dres de Tapia received him with open Arms; and full of Joy for 
his good Fortune, conducted him to the General, followed by 
the Indians, who appeared to be the Meflengets left by Diego de 
Ordax, upon the Coalt of Yucatan. The Chrifhian haat no< 
thing to cover him, except juft enough to hide his Naked- 
nefs. On one of his Shoulders he bore his Bow ‘and Quiver; 
and over the other was thrown a Mantle like a Cloak, in one 
Corner whereof was tied our Lady’s Office, which he immedi- 
ately fhew’d the Spaniards, aicribing to his Devotion the good 
Fortune of feemg himfelf again among{ft Chriftians. He ied 
his Compliments very awkardly, not being able to forbear his 
new Manner, or deliver what he had to fay, without inter- 
mixing with his Spanifh fome Terms‘ that were not underttood. 
Cortez. carefsd tim extremely; and covering him with the 
Coat he had on; informed himfelf in general who he was; 
and afterwards gave Orders to have him cloathed, and re- 
galed. He publifhed it among his Soldiers, as a fingular Feli- 
city both to himfelf and the Undertaking, that he had redeemed 
a Chriftian from Slavery, having no other Motive in View at 
that Time than pure Charity. 

Tuis Man was called ferom de Aguilar, a Native of Ecija, 
where he had received Deacon’s Orders; and, according to the Ac- 
count he afterwards gave of his Adventures, had been near eight 
Years in that miferable Slavery. He was fhipwreck’d in a Ca- 
ravel upon the Flats of the Alacranes, as he was pafling from 
Darien to the Ifland of St. Domingo, and efcaping inthe Boat with 
twenty more in Company, was driven upon the Shore of Yuca- 
tan, where they were taken, and carried to a Country of Ca 
vibee Indians, whofe Cazique immediately cull’d out the bett- 
fed amongft them, to offer them to his Idols, and afterwards 
to feaft on the wretched Remains of the Sacrifice. One of 
thofe who were referved for another Occafion, by Reafon of 
their Leannefs, was this ferom de Aguilar: They uled him 
very rigoroufly, but at the fame Time inhumanly feafted him, 
‘that he might be in better Plight to furnith a fecond Banquet: 
Amazing Brutality! deteftable to Nature, and not to be related 
without Horror! Aguilar made a Shift to efcape out of a wooden 
Cage, in which he was confin’d; not fo much to fave his Life, 
as to feek another kind of Death: And wandering feveral Days 
at a Diftance from all Settlements,. without any other Nourith- 
ment than what the Herbs of the Field afforded, he fell into 


the Hands of certain Indians, who prefented him to their 
Cazique 
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Cazique, an Enemy to him, from whom deuilar had made his 
Efcape. This Mafter uled him with more Humanity, either 
in Contradiction to.the other, or perhaps becaufe he had:a real 
Averfion to his Cruelties... Aguilar, ferved him fome Years, 
running through different Fortunes inthis new Slavery » For 
at firft he oblig’d him to work beyond. his Strength; but afters, 
wards treated him better, being feemingly pleas'd with his Obe- 
dience, and efpecially with his Modefly;. (of which the Spaniard 
gave fome Proofs, more admirable, than the Tryals of it are de- 
cent to be related ;) for there,is no Temper fo’ barbarous as to 
be wholly void of the Regard due, to Virtue. . Accordingly the 
Cazique gave him an Employment near his Peron, and Aguilar 
in a little Time acquir'd his Efteem and Confidence. 

Tuis Cazique dying, recommended him to his Son, under 
whom he held the fame Employment, and found a favourable 
Occafion of encreafing his Credit; ,for the neighbouring Ca- 
ziques making War upon;him, he gained feveral Victories over 
them by the Valour. and,,Conduct, of Aguilar, who thereupon 
became fo great a Favourite both. of Prince and People, and was 
in fo much. Authority,when he received the) Letter from Cor 
vex, that he could, without Difficulty, treat for) his Liberty, 
as the Recompence of his Services; and offer, as his own Gift, 
the Prefents which were fent as his Ranfom. 

Tuus did Aguilar relate his Adventures ; adding withal, that 
of the reft of the Spaniard Prifoners, there remained alive only 
one Sailor, born at Palos de Moguer, called Gonzalo Guerrero; that 
he had communicated to him the Letter of Cortez, and endea- 
vourd to bring him with him, but without Effect, he having 
married a rich Indian, by whom he had three or four Children, 
and excufing his Stay by his Love for them, pretending natural 
Affe€tion as a Reafon why he would not abandon thofe deplo-. 
rable Conveniences, which with him weighed more than Ho- 
nour or Religion, We do not find that any other Spaniard, in 
the whole Courfe of thefe Conquefts, committed the like 
Crime; nor was the Name of this Wretch worthy to be re- 
member’d in this Hiftory: But being found in the Writings of 
others, it could not be conceal’d; and his Example ferves to 
fhew us the Weaknefs of Nature, and into what an Abyfs of 
Mifery a Man may fall, when God has abandon’d him. 
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Cortez profecutes his Voyage, and arrives at the 
River of Grijalva, where the Indians oppofe his 
Landing : He engages them, and difembarks bts 
Troops. 


S| HE Spaniards left that Mfland, the fecond Time, on 

J [Nel the 4th of March, 1519; and without any Adventure 
e@LLeye| worthy of Remark, they doubled the Point of Ca- 
PI roche, which, as we have already faid, is the moft 
eafterly Part of Yucatan ; and following the Coait, they came 
to the Road of Champoton ; where the Queftion was put, in a 
Council held on that Subject, whether they fhould land, or no. 
Cortex inclined to the Affirmative, that he might punith the 
Indians for the Refiftance they made againft Fuan de Grijalva, 
and before that, againtft Francifco Hernandez de Cordova; and 
| fome Soldiers who had been prefent on both thofe Occafions, 
| puthed by a Spirit of Revenge, fupported his Opmion with ex- 
| treme Warmth: But the chief Pilot, and the reft of his Pro- 
feflion, oppofed it with unanfwerable Reafons; for the Wind 


their landing in that Place: Whereupon they purfued their 
Courfe, and arrived at the River of Grijalva. There was no 
Occafion to deliberate upon the Point of landing here, for the 
| ood Treatment they had formerly received from the Indians 
of Tabafco, and the Gold which at that Time they brought 
from thence, were two powerful Attractives to carry them 
afhore ; and Cortex complied, for the fake of maintain- 
ing Friendfhip with the Inhabitants, although he had no 
/ Defign to {tay there many Days; for his Thoughts were 
) continually bent on the Dominions of Movexuma, of which Fuan 
de Grijalva had the firft Account in this Province, it being his 
Opinion, that in this Sort of Expeditions, it was more. advile- 
{ able to attack the Head than the Members, that he might en- 
counter the greateft Difficulty with his whole Force. 
As he had fome Knowledge of this Place by the Experience 


| of thofe who had been there before, he made a Difpofition for 
entering 


rs See 


that favour’d the Continuance of their Voyage, directly oppos’d - 
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entering the River; and leaving the larger Veffels at an Anchor, 
he embark’d all- his Soldiers, well arm’d, in thofe of a {maller 
Size, and in the Boats; and was beginning to make the belt of 
his Way againft the Current, in the {ame Order as had been be- 
fore practifed by Fuan de Grijalva, when he perceiv’d a confi- 
derable Number of Canoes with armed Indians, which covered 
both Sides of the River, fupported by feveral other Bodies on 
the Shore. Cortez drew near in clofe Order, and commanded 
that none fhould fire, or fhew the leaft Sign of Hoftility. He 
follow’d in this the Conduét of Grijalva; for he was more foli- 
citous to ufe the proper Means of fucceeding in his Enterprize, 
than to avoid the Imputation of copying after another, well 
knowing what Rifques they run, who value themfelves upon find- 
ing out new Ways, with no other Defign than tobe diftinguifh’d 
from thofe who went before them. The Indians thought to 
put a Stop to the Spaniards by their horrible Outcries: And as 
foon as they were fo near that what they faid could be diftin- 
guifhed, ‘ferom de Aguilar found that he underftood their 
Language, which was the fame, or little different from that of 
Yucatan; and Cortex look’d upon it as the Work of Providence, 
that he was furnifhed with fo good an Interpreter. Aguilar 
informed him, that the Words he underftood were Menaces ; 
and that the Indians were inclin’d to War. Upon which Cor- 
tex {topp'd, and commanded him to advance in one of the Boats 
with Offers of Peace. Aguilar executed his Orders; and return- 
ed in a very fhort Time with an Account, that the Indians 
were in great Numbers prepared to defend the Entrance of the 
River, and fo obftinate in their Refolution, that they had very 
infolently refufed fo much as to hear him. Cortex had no De- 
fign to begin a War in that Country, or delay his Voyage, but 
finding that he was now engaged, he thought it would be dif- | 
honourable to retreat, and of dangerous Confequence to fuffer 
this Infolence of the Barbarians to go unpunithed. 

Tue Night overtaking them in a Country unknown, Cortex, 
thought it moft advifeable to lie by till Day; and difpofing eve- 
ry Thing after the beft Manner he could for the Engagement du- 
ring this Sufpenfion, he commanded all the Artillery out of the 
great Veflels, and his Soldiers had Orders to arm themfelves with 
their Cotton Coats, for the better refifting of the Arrows; to 
which he added fuch other Direftions as he judged neceflary, 
without reprefenting the Danger greater or lefs than it really 
was. He us’d all poflible Precaution to fecure the Succefs of 
this firft Action of his Troops, well knowing of what Impor- 
tance it was to begin an Enterprize well, and chiefly in War ; 

which 
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which would not only give Reputation to his Arms, but alfo 
add to the Valour of his Soldiers; the firft Advantages being ges 
; 5 § 

nerally efteemed good Omens of thofe which are to come, and 
{eeming to communicate to them their own happy Influence by 
fome fecret Virtue. 

As foon asthe Day appeared, the Veflels were drawn up 
ina Half-Mogn,, whofe. Figure leflen’d by Degrees, till it ended 
inthe Boats,the River being large, enough to allow fufficient 
Room for that.Difpolition,. Their; Advance was very flow, and 
{eemied tofinvite to Peace: But our,,Men foon. difcover’d the 
Ganoes of the Indians, who waited their Coming in the fame 
Order, and, ufing the-fame Threats as the Night before. ‘The 
General. commanded his Men not to ftir till they were attack’d ; 
telling them all, "That they, ought to ufe their Shields before they 
employ’d their Swords, the Juftice of this War depending on the 
Provocation to,it.)).And. being defirous to ‘have Reafon {till 
more‘on his Side, he fent Aguilar a fecond Time to them with 
Offers of Peace.;;and to aflure them, That-this was a Fleet of 
their Friends, who defign’d their Advantage, and came on the 


Foot. of that Alliance which had been formerly made with Fuan 


de Grijalva;that to refufe them Entrance would be a Breach of 
it, and would oblige the Spaniards to open their Way by Force 
of Arms; and that whatfoever-Damage they fhould fuftain, 
muft be imputed to themfelves.. Be Ae 

Tue Antwer to this fecond Propofal, was the giving the Sig- 
nal for the Attack. They advanc'd by the Favour of the Cur- 
rent near enough to ufe their Arrows, of which they difcharged 
fo,great a Number, ,both from the Canoes and the Sides of the 
River, that the Spaviards were very much embarafs’d in their 
Endeavours.to cover themfelves;, but, having received the firft 
Charge according to Order, they returned it with fo much Vigour, 
that the Canoes quickly left the Paflage free, -and. the Indians, 
intimidated ‘by the. Deaths, of their. Companions, flung them- 
felves into. the River.in-great Numbers... Upon which,‘ our Vel- 
fels approach’d the Shore without further Oppofition, and land- 
ed the Troops on the left Side of the River; but in a Place fo 
marfhy, and covered with Brambles, that they found them- 
{elves engaged in a fecond Conflift; for the Indians, who lay 
there in Ambuth, and thofe who efcaped from the Engagement 
on the River united in one Body, and renewed the Attack 
with extraordinary Fury; the great Quantity of Arrows, Darts, 
and Stones, which they difcharged, encreafing the Difficulty of 
the Morafs: But Hernan Cortez, without cealing to fight, drew 


up his Men; and thofe Ranks which were formed, making Head 
i P againtt 
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againft the Enemy, covered the reft of the Troops who were 
landing. vb | E 

Havine formed his Battalion in Sight of the Enemy, 
whofe Numbers continually encreas‘d, he gave Orders to Cap- 
tain Alonfo Davila to advance with an hundred Soldiers thro* the 
Wood, and poflefs himfelf of the Town of Tabafco, the Capital 
of that Province, not far diftant from the Place of A€tion, ‘ac« 
cording to the Accounts of thofe who had been upon the for- 
mer Expedition. After which he immediately engaged that vaft 
Multitude, forcing them back with equal Courage and Difficul- 
ty; for he was obliged very often to march up to the Knees in 
Mud: And’tis faid, that in the Heat of the Engagement the 
General loft one of his Shoes, and fought a great while without 
miffing it; fo thoroughly was his Attention employ’d upon the 
Bufinefs of the Day. | 

Arrer the Spaniards had pafled the Marth, the Indians gave 
Way, and difappeared in an Inftant among the Woods, Their 
Flight was owing in pare to their lofing the Advantage of 
Ground, and in part to their Concern for the Town of Tabafco, 
upon their difcovering the March of Davila, as it prefently ap- 
peared by the great Multitudes that immediately repaired to the 
Defence of that Place. 

THE Town was fortified with a kind of Wall generally ufed 
‘nthe Indies, made of large Trunks of Trees, fixed in the 
Ground after the Manner of Palifades, and fo plac’d together, that 
there was Room between to difcharge their Arrows. ‘The Come 

afg was round, without any Traverfes, or other Defences; and 
at the Clofing of the Circle, the Extremity of one Line covered 
the other, and formed a narrow winding Street, in which were 
two or three little Caftles of Wood, which filled up the Paflage, 
and wherein they were ufed to poft their Centinels: A fuffi- 
cient Fortrefs againft the Arms of this new World, where they 
were happily ignorant of the Arts of War, and of thofe Me- 
thods to attack and defend, in which Mankind have been in- 
ftructed, either by Malice or Neceflity. 
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The Spaniards gain the Town of Vabatco. They 
fend out two bundyed Men to difcover the Coun- 
try; and are dytven back by the Indians. They 
foew great Valour both in the Engagement and 
Retreat. 


(GES ORTEZ arrived at the Town a little while be- 
Sy fore Alonfo Davila, who was ftopp’d by fome Marfhes 
Wir and Lakes that he found in his Way. Without giving 
222) Time either to the Indians to recover themfelves, or 
co his own Soldiers to refle€t on the Difficulty, he ordered Da- 
vila to: join him’ with his hundred Men, diftributing among 
them proper Inftruments for the breaking down of the Pulifades, 
he gave the Signal to engage, only {topping to fay, “ My 
“ Briemds, here we muft lodge this Night : This is the Retreat 
of thofe whom you have already conquered in the Field. 
“ Phis weak Wall, that covers them, ferves to make them a 
“ little more bold, but does not add to their Security: Let us 
“ follow the Victory we have begun, before thefe Barbarians 
“forget their Cuftom of flying before us, or our longer Delay 
“ give them Time to recover their Courage.” Having ended 
thus, he led them on to the Attack, infpired with a Defire to 
diftinguifh themfelves. 

Tue Soldiers went on with equal Refolution, and turning 
afide a Shower of Arrows with their Shields, and even with 
their Swords, gained the Foot of the Palifade ; the Intervals of 
which were of Service at’ that Time for the Difcharge of the 
Fire-Arms and Crofs-Bows, which quickly drove the Enemy 
from their Poft; while fome who were not engaged, overthrew 
the’Palifades, and entered without Refiftance, the Indians re- 
tiring to the inward Part of the Town ; but had ftopp’d up the 
Streets with other Palifades, where they again made Head, but 
with {mall Effect; for they were embarrafs’d by their own 
Numbers ; and while fome were retiring from one Work to 
another, they put the reft, who would have fought, into Dif- 
order: beg: % oe 
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In the Center of the Town there was a large Space, where 
the Indians made their-utmoft Efforts ; but. after. a-little Re- 
fiftance, turn’d their Backs, and fled into the Woods in great 
Numbers. Cortez would not follow the Chace, that he might 
give his Soldiers Time to refrefh, and the Fugitives to fue for 
Peace, during the Confternation of their Defeat. 

Tuus did the Spaniards gain Tabafco, a large Town, and 
well provided for Defence ; for they had fent away all their 
Families and Effects, and ftored the Town with Provifions: So 
that the Covetouinefs of the Soldiers was difappointed ; but 
they found what was neceflary. Fourteen or fifteen of them 
were wounded ; and amongft them, our Hiftorian, Bernal Diaz 
del Caflillio, whom we follow in what he reports of himfelf. It 
cannot be denied but that he was a valiant Soldier, and the Style 
of his Hiftory fhews, that he underftood a Sword better than a 
Pen. In this Engagement died a contiderable Number of In- 
dians.. Of the Wounded there was no Account, becaufe they 
took Care to carry them off, it being a Point of Honour 
among{ft them to conceal their Lofs from the Enemy. 

Tsar Night the Troops lodged in three Temples, fituated in 
that Part of the Town where they laft engaged. Cortez went 
his Rounds, and pofted his Sentinels with as much Care and 
Exatinefs, as. if he had had a Veteran Army of Enemies in 
view, well knowing that a Man can never be too circum{pett in 
War, where nothing is more dangerous than too much Security. 
Caution 1s as neceflary as Valour in a Commander. 

Tur next Day the Country appeared all forfaken and quiet ; 
for do far as the Eye could reach, there was not the leaft Sign 
of an Enemy, or any Noife to be heard: The neighbouring 
Woods were fearch’d, and found to be equally folitary. How- 
ever, Cortex did not think it proper to march out of his In- 
trenchments. ‘This great Stilnefs made him the more fufpi- 
cious ; and he was {till the more apprehenfive when he under- 
{tood that his Interpreter Melchior, who came from Cuba, had 
déferted that very Night, leaving his Chriftian Habit hanging 
ona Tree; whole informations might be of ill Confequence 
to him among thofe Barbarians, as. it afterwards appeared : 
For it was he that induc’d them to renew the War, acquainting 
them with the {mall Number of our Soldiers,; that they were 
not immortal, nor their Fire-Arms Thunder and Lightning, as 
they imagin’d; ithe Dread-of which: had made''them defirous of 
Peace But) his. Crime did not go dong unpunithed ; for. the 
faye Barbarians,. whom he had perfwaded» to take up Arms, 
being vanquilhed a fecond Time, reveng’d themfelves on the 

| Advifer 
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Advifer of the War, by making him a miferable Sacrifice to 
their: Idols: Sp Tea ee | 

I. this Uncertainty, Cortex refolved to fend out Pedro de AL 
varado, and Francifco de Lugo, each with an hundred Men, by 
different Ways 'to view the Country, with Orders, if they found. 
out an Army in the Field, to retiré to their Quarters, without 
engaging with unequal Numbers. This was executed: And 
Francifco de Lugo, after little more than an Hour’s March, fell 
into an Ambufcade of numberlets Indians, who attacked him on 
all Sides; and that with fo much Fury, that he was obliged 
to draw up his little Battallion into a Square, facing every 
Way. The Number of the Enemies encreafed, and the Spa- 
hiavds bégait® to"be tired, “when. ir “pleafed ‘God, that Alvarado, 
who had taken-a different Road from- his‘Companion, met with 
a Marth, which obliged him to turn afide, and brought him 
where the Report of the Fire-Arms gave him Notice of the 
Engagement. Alvarado marched ftrait to the Noife, and dif- 
covered the. Enemies Squadrons, \at a. Time wheh.our Men were 
in the utmoft, Dillreds. «He adyanced with all the Hafte poffible, 
urtder Cover ‘of a Woad, and fending an Indian of Cuba to Cortez, 
+o advife him ‘of the Accident, drew up his. Men, and fell upon 
the Enemy with fo much Refolution, ‘that, the Indians furprifed 
at the fudden Affault, left them the Paflage free, and without 
giving the Spaniards,Time to break them, difpers'd of them 
felves. creo ot cult . ahve b taHtO 6 BAaxvio | aS | 
_.Purs Succour gaye Franci{co, dé. Lugo’s Soldiers Time to 
breathe; and.as, foon as the .two: Captains had joined their 
Troops, and doubled their Ranks, . they charged. another, Squa- 
dron of the Enemy, who. ftopp’d.up the. Way to their Quarters, 
that, they, might execute, the, Orders, they, had, received:.to, re 
treat. wp ucl hE vo redt bee -coal\edal to storks to cosdtcthAs 
~ “Hee again, they found Refiftance; but, in, fine, they, made 


Way through them with their Swords, marching. forward,. tho’ 


continually. attack’d, .and: ometimes, almoft, borne down; fome 


fought while others took Breath ; and, whenfoever they advanced 
to gain Ground, they, were) charged, by the. whole Body of the 
Enemy, who immediately, upon, their facing about, -got out of 
their Reach, .setiring, with: the fame Swiftnels that they were 
attack’d; the. Motions..of . this great Multitude of , Barba 
rans, from, one Side, to another, relembling, the Rolling of the 
Sea, whofe Wayes are driven back by the Wind. , | 
Tur, Spaniards had marched about,three Quarters of a League, 
continually »plying their Weapons, ... when) Ferdinand Cortex, ap- 
peared: at a Diftance, who, upon.the, Notice, given, him by 
= Q. : Alvarado, 
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Alvarado, was coming to’ theit Relief, with all’ the reft’ of' the 
Troops. As foon as the Indians {py’d him, they made a’ Halt, 
giving thofe they’ purfw’d' Time to march’ off, and‘ continued a 
while, looking'on, éither' by Way of Threatning, or’ to fignify 
that they were ‘not afraid’; yet afterwards they difperfed in: fe- 
veral finall Bodies, aind left the’ Field:to’ their’ Enemies: Cortex’ 
returned’ to his Quarters, without ‘entering farther into the’ 
ifpute;: bécaufe it was requifite to'take’ cate of the Wounded, 
being éleven in’ both’ Companies, of which Number two died, 
and this was reckon’d,: at that Time, avery great Lofs. 


CHAP. XIX 


The Spaniards engaee with a porwer ful Lrmy of the 
Indians Ao Laval gi the Parts adjacent. A 


Defeription of their Manner of fighting; and of the 
Vitlory obtati’d by Cortez.) © iw 


$208] O M E  Prifonets were taken tipon this Occafions and 
CR] Cortex order’d Ferom de Aguilar to examine then 
{eparately, to’ know what it was that thofe Indians 
— founded their Obftinacy ‘on; and what Forces they 
had to’ fupport it. Their’ Anfwers Were foméwhat different 
in their Circumf€ances ; but! they agrééd in declaring, That all 
the Caziques of the neighboutitig Countties were fummon’d to 
the Afliftance of thofe of Tabafco; and that the next Day a very 
powerful Army w48 to Be ‘drawn to ether to make an End of 
the Spaniards at once, of which Numbet the Body that had at- 
nick Legale Coinpanies under Framciftd de Lugo and Pedro de 
Alvarado, was’bit a final’ Detachment, ‘This Intelligence gave 
Cortex Toinie Uneafitiefs; wheretipon’ he réfolved to call his Cap- 
tains’ together, ‘and advife with them what was proper to be 
done. “He.laid before theit! the Difficulties they lay under ; 
their {mall Numbers, anid the great Preparations the Indians had 
made ‘to deftroy them, Without concealing the’ leaf Circuth- 
{tance of what the Prifoners had declar’d. On the’ ‘other hand, 
he porder’d how ‘far they Awere engaged, reprefénting to them’ 
their: own Valour, the NakedtefS and Weaknefs. of ‘their Ene 
mhieg, ‘and’ how eafily they‘had overthrown them at “Taba/co; at 
a a their 
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their Landing; but above all:he urged. the ill(Confequences. of 
turning their Backs upon the Threats of thofe. Barbarians;. the 
Report of whofe Boafts might {pread’as far as. the Country they. 
were going to; which would be a Difgrace of: 4o much’ Confes 
quence, that in his: Opinion they mutt either entirely lay afide 
the Enterprize of New. Spain, or proceed no farther till they 
had either éftablifhed Peace, or fubdu’d that Province; but that 
he only propofed: this as his Opinion, being: refolved to act as 
fhould be judged the moit convenient. royte tip 

THEY very well knew that this Deference of their General 
was no Affectation; for he alivays valu’d himfelf niuch upon 
being fond‘of Advice, and fubmitting to that Opinion which 
was beft, this being one of his chief Qualities, and a fufficient 
Proof of his Prudence: For true Judgment 1s not fo confpicuous, 
in forming an Argument, as it is in difcovering the Force of 
another’s. Upon this evety one gave his Opinion; and they all 
asreed, that it was not then practicable to depart that. Coun: 
try till they had either reduced or chaftifed: the Inhabitants. 
Whereupon Cortex proceeded to make the neceflary Difpofitions 
for that Enterprize. He ordered the wounded Men tobe cars 
ried on Board, the Horfés to be landed, and the Artillery: to: be 
in a Readinefs, and every Thing in ‘Order by the next: Morns 
ing, which was the Feaft of the Annunciation of out Lady; 
memorable to this Day in that Country, on Account of the 
Succefs of that Battle. hs jud 102 

‘As foon as it was Day, he contrived that all the Men fhould 


hear Mafs; and giving the Command of the Foot to Fames de 


Ordaz, he and the other Commanders mounted a Horfeback, 
and kept pace with the Artillery, which moved with much Diffie 
culty, becaufe the Ground was boggy:and uneven. ‘They drew 
near to the Place, where} according the Information of the Pri- 
foners, the Enemy’s Forces were to rendevous, but found'no:one- 
of whom they could get the leait Account, still coming \to:a 
Place called Cinthia; little lefs than a’ League from their Quarters; 
they difcover'd at a great Diftance the Indian “Army, fo nume- 
rous, and extending fo far, that the Sight could: not reach to 
fialblernd other 242 Jedi .noriuigO to gried : wis 
We will now defcribe the Jadian Manner of Marching; and 
Engaging, which may ferve upon all: Occafions in this Conquelt, 
the Art of War being almoft the fame among all. the Nations 
in New Spain. Mott of their ‘Weapons were Bows and Arrows: 
The Bow-Strings were made of the Sinews of Beafts, or of.Thongs 
of Deer Skin twifted; and their Arrows, for Want of Iron,: were 
beaded with Bones ground ‘harp; or Fifh Bones. They aera 
Tete! alfo 
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alfo a kind of Darts, which fometimes they threw, and: at 
others they managed like a Pike, as Occafion required. They 
had likewife long Swords, which they ufed with both Hands, 
as we do our Scimitars or Faulchions, made of Wood, in which 
they fixed fharp Flints. The ftrongeft of them had Clubs, point- 
ed with Flints. And there were Slingers, who threw Stones with 
great Force and Skill. The defenfive Arms, which were only uted 
by Commanders and Perfons of Deftinction, were Coats. of 
quilted Cotton, ill-fitted Breaft-Plates, and Shields of Wood 
or Tortoife-Shell, adorned with Plates of fuch Metal as 
they could get; and fome made ule of Gold as we do of Iron. 
The reft were naked; and all of them deformed with Dies and 
Painting of feveral Sorts, which they ufed about their Faces 
and Bodies; a Martial Sort of Ornament among them, prac- 
tis’'d to ftrike:a Terror into their Enemies, applying Uglineds to 
look the more dreadful ; as. Tacitus relates of the Ari, a People 
in Germany, and remarks that an Impreflion on the Eye is the 
firft Step to Vittory. Their Heads were covered with divers 
Plumes of Feathers, like Crowns, raifed on high to make them 
appear taller. They had alfo warlike Inftruments, and Mufick, 
with: which they animated their Soldiers; and gave Signals; as 
Flutes made of great Canes; Sea-Shells; and a.Sort of Drums, 
madé of the Trunk ofa Tree, fo hollowed, and made thin, 
that they anfwered:to the Stroke of the Stick \a very difplea- 
fing Sound, but feemed well fuited to the: Ears of thofe 
People. » They formed their Battallions of great Numbers, with- 
out-any Order; but had’ Troops of Referve to relieve. where 
there was Occafion. They made their, Attacks with great Fu- 
ry, and terrible Outcries, with which ‘they thought to intimidate 
their Enemies,’ a°Cuftom: which fome have accounted among 
the Brutalities of thofe Indians, without, obferving, that it has 
beencufed by: many antient» Nations, and not defpifed even by 
the Romans: ‘For Gefar in’his Commentaries commends the ‘Cries 
of -his own Soldiers, and-blames the Silence of thofe of Pompey; 
and Caro the Elder was wont to fay, that he had) obtained more 
ViGlories by the Cries of the Soldiers, than. by their Swords ; 
both of them being of Opinion, that the Cries of the Soldiers 
proceeded from the Courage \that was.in the Heart. We do not 
argue whether this is a comthendable,Guftom, or not, but only 
fay, it was not fo barbarous in the Jndians, as to be without 
Example in’ other. Nations... Their Armies were compos d of 
Natives, and feveral ‘Troops ‘of Auxiliaries from the neighbour- 
ing Provinces, ‘who came tothe Affiftance of their.Confederates, 
who being led: bytheir * Caziques, or fome Prime Indian of their 
Gis | ' Family. 
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Family. And they were divided into Companies, whofe Captains 
led, but could fcarce govern their Men; for when they came to 
engage they were directed either by Fear or Rage, as is ufual 
among fuch Multitudes, being equally eager to attack, and to 
run away. ; 

SucH was the Martial Difcipline of the Indians; and after 
this Manner that Army, or rather that Innundation of Men, 
which feemed to cover all the Country, advanc’d towards the 
Spaniards. Cortex was fenfible of the Danger he was in, yet 
did not defpair of the Succefs, but encourag’d his Soldiers with 
a chearful Countenance; and pofting them under the Shelter of 
a rifing Ground, which covered their Rear, and placing the 
Artillery where it could do moft Execution, he ftruck into a | 
Wood with his fifteen Horfe, advancing far into it, in order to 
fally out, and flank them as Occafion fhould require. As foon | 
as the Indian Army came up within a proper Diftance, they | 
made the firlt Difcharge of their Arrows, and attack’d the Spa- 
niards with fo much Fury and Precipitation, that the Fire-Arms 
and Crofs-Bows not being able to ftop them, they were obliged 
to make ufe of their Swords. Great was the Slaughter made 
among them; and as they prefs’d on in Throngs, the Artillery 
deftroy’d whole Companies; but they were fo obftinate and 
conceited, that as foon as the Ball was pafs’d they clofed again, and 
cover'd the Lofs they futtain’d, crying aloud, and flinging Hand- 
fuls of Duft into the Air, that the Spaniards might not fee thofe 
who fell, or hear their Lamentations. | 

Diego de Ordax repaired to all Parts, acquitting himfelf 
both as. a good Captain and a valiant Soldier: But the Enemies | | 

being fo very numerous, the Spaniards had enough to do to | 
ftand their Ground; and the Inequality of their Strength began. | | 
to appear, when Cortez, who could not come fooner to the Af- 
fiftance of his Men, by reafon of fome Brooks he had to pafs, 
fally’d forth from the Wood, and fell upon all that Army, 
breaking through the thickeft of their Battallions, and doing | 
fuch Execution with his Horfe, that the Indians wounded, and | 
trod under Foot, thought of nothing but getting from them, 
throwing away their Arms, to be able to fly the better, and look’d 
upon them as an Obftacle to their Activity. 

Diego de Ordaz was fenfible that the Relief he had expected 
was come, by the weak Refiftance of the Enemies Van-Guard, 
which began to face about by Reafon of the Confufion in the 
Rear ; whereupon, without Lofs of Time, he advanced with 
his Foot, charging thofe who had almoft opprefs’d him with fo 
much Refolution, that he obliged them to give way, paining 

R the 
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the Ground which they loft, till he came to the Place that Cortez 
and his Captains had clear’d. They all joined to make their 
laft Effort; and were forced to mend their Pace, for the In- 
dians were yetiring in an hafty Manner, fll making Head 
againft them, calting their Darts, and difcharging their Arrows. 
The which Manner of making off and withdrawing from the 
Fight in good Order they continw’d till the Spaniards coming 
up to them, and they finding themfelves again attack’d, turm’d 
their Backs, and inftead of retreating, fled outright. 

Correz commanded his People to halt, to avoid the thed- 
ding of more Blood, ordering only fome Prifoners to be taken, 
whom he might make ufe of to fet on foot a Treaty of Peace, 
which’ he chiefly had in View, looking on the War as no more 
than -a>Circumftance of his principal Defign. Above eight 
hundred Indians remained dead upon the Spot, and the Num- 
ber of the Wounded was very great. Of the Spaniards two Sol- 
diers were killed, and Threefcore and ten wounded. 

Tue Enemies ‘Army, according to the Account we find, 
confifted: of forty thoufland Men; who, altho’ they were naked 
Barbarians, as fome Strangers have obferved, yet had Hands to 
do mifchief: And tho’ they had wanted Courage, which is pro- 
per to Men, yet they could not be deftitute of Fiercenefs, of 
which Brute Beafts are capable. 

Tue AGton of Tabafco, in fpite of Envy, has worthily de- 
ferved to be remember’d, by building a Church in Commem- 
moration of the Day on which the Battle was fought, dedica- 
ted to. our Lady of Victory, and giving the fame Name to the 
Srft Town which the Spaniards built im that Province. The 
greateft Share of the happy Succeds muft be afcrib’d to the 
Valour of the Soldiers, who by their Courage and Refolu- 
tion, made amends for the Inequality of Numbers, tho’ they 
had the Advantage of engaging in good Order, againft an Army 
without any Manner of Difcipline. Cortex opened the Way to 
the Victory, by breaking through the Body of Indians with his 
Horfe: An AGhon, in which he fhewed no lefs Conduct than Va- 
lour, the Contrivance before-hand, being as commendable as 
the Execution was afterwards. Nor can it be denied but that 
the Horfes had their Part in this ACtion, the Strangenefs of them 
terrifying the Indians; tor they had never feen any before, and 
imagin’d them to be fierce Monfters, made up of half Man and 
half Beaft, as the antient Heathens, who were lefs excufable 
in that Particular, fancy’d of the Centaurs. Some Authors re- 
late, that St. Fames the Apoftle fought for the Spaniards in that 
Battle upon a white Horfe; and add, that Cortez, out of his 
particular 
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particular Devotion, attributed this Relief to St. Peter: Bur 
Bernal Diax del Caflillo, who was prefent, utterly denies the 
Miracle ; and declares, that neither he, nor any of his Compa- 
nions either faw or heard of any fuch Thing. It is an Excefs 
of pious Zeal to afcribe thofe Things to Heaven which fucceed 
contrary to all Appearances, or Hope. I confefs my felf little 
inclin’d to this; but, in cafe of any extraordinary Accident, am 
willing to leave the immediate Operation to natural Caufes : 
But it is certain, that thofe who read the Hiftory of the Wef 
Indies, will meet with many Truths that look like Hyperboles, 
and many Events, which it was neceflary to make miraculous, 


that they might appear credible. 


C..H) AP... .XX, 


The Spaniards make Peace with the Cazique of 
Tabafco, and celebrate the Feftival of Palm- 
Sunday. After which they reimbark, and continue 


their Voyage. 


iany| HE next Day Cortex caufed the Prifoners to be brought 

@l| before him, among whom were two or three of their 
Commanders. They difcovered in their Countenances 
very great Fear, expecting to be treated after the 
fame cruel Manner they ufed to treat the Vanquilh’d. But 
Cortex, receiv’d them with great Courtefy; and encouraging 
them with a chearful Countenance, and with Embraces, fet 
them at Liberty, giving them fome trifling Prefents; and telling 
them at the fame time, That he knew both how to Conquer, and 
Forgive. This Piece of Humanity had fo good an Effect, that 
within a few Hours feveral Indians came to the Quarters 
* loaden with Indian Wheat, Fowl, and other Provifions, delign- 
ing by that Prefent to facilitate the Peace which they were to 
propofe from the principal Cazique of Tabafco. ‘The People 
who came on this Embafly, were of the meaneft Sort, and 
made no Figure; which Ferom de Aguilar took Notice of; it 
being the Cuftom of this Country, upon all fuch Occafions, to 
fend the principal Indians, adorned with all their Fimery. And 
altho’ Cortex was very defirous of Peace, he refufed to admit 


their Propofals, as not coming in due Form; and fent back the 
Indians 
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Indians, without fo much as feeing them ; bidding them, by 
his Interpreter, acquaint their Cazique, That if he defired his 
Friendfbip, he muft fend Perfons of greater Account, and after a 
more decent Manner, to folicite it. Cortex was of Opinion, that 
thefe Formalities, which fupport Authority, were not to be 
difpenfed with, nor any Failings of Refpect fuffer’d in thofe 
who came as Suppliants; for in fuch fort of Affairs, the Man- 
ner of Acting is almoft of as much Importance as the Thing 
it felf. 

Tur Cazique acknowledg’d his Fault 5 and to make amends, 
the next Day fent thirty Indians of better Quality, with their 
Ornaments of Plumes and Jewels, wherein all their Pride con- 
fifted. ‘They were followed by a Train of Indians, loaded with 
another Prefent of the fame Kind as before, but in greater 
Abundance. Cortex gave them Audience, attended by all his Cap- 
tains, affecting a grave and fevere Countenance, becaufe he thought 
it proper upon this Occafion to lay afide his natural Aflability. 
They approached with very: great Submiffion; and having per- 
Gaum’d him with their Fire-Pans, in which they burnt Gum-Anime, 
Gum-Copal, and other {weet Scents, (a ufual Ceremony when 
they would exprefs the greateft Veneration,) they delivered their 
Embafly; which began with fome frivolous Excufes for their 
paft War, and concluded in earneft Entreaties for Peace. ‘The 
General reprefented to them, after a very ferious Manner, the 
juft Caufes he had to be difpleas'd with them; to the end that 
on a View of their Faults, the Pardon might appear with grea- 
ter Luftre, and the Peace which he granted them prove the more 
welcome. The Ambaffadors received it with great Applaufe, 
returning extremely {atisfied, and eafily enriched with thofe 
flight Baubles they fo highly valud. 

AFTERWARDS the Cazique himfelf came to vifit Cortez, 
accompany 'd by all his Officers and Relations, bringing with him 
a Prefent of Cotton Cloths, Plumes of various Colours, and | 
fome Pieces of low Gold, more valuable for the Workmanfhip 
than for the Metal. He firft made his Prefent, in order to be 
better received. Cortez carefs’d him very much; and all the 
Vifit pafs'd in Compliments and Proceltations of a reciprocal and 
fincere Friendthip, all tranfatted by the Interpreter. The Spa- 
nifh Captains treated the other Prime Indians, who accompany d 
the Cazique, after the fame Manner ; and nothing appeared but 
Signs of Joy and Peace, which they explained by their Coun- 
tenances and Embraces, to fupply the Want of Language. The 
Cazique took his Leave, appointing another Day for an Inter- 

view ; 
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view ; and to fhew his Sincerity, and how muich he confided in 
the General, he inimediately ordered his Subjects to return with 
their Families to Tabafco, and aflift the Spaniards in whatfoever 
they fhould want. 

Tue next Day he camé again to the Quarters, with the 
fame Attendance, and twenty Indian Women, well drets'd, af- 
ter the Manner of the Country; telling Cortex he brought 
them as a Prefent, to ferve him and his Companions, as being 
very f{kilful in drefling all Sorts of Meat, and in making Bread 
of Indian Wheat, which amongft them was always the Work of 
Women. 

Tuey ground the Grain between two Stones, like thofe we 
ufe for Chocolate ; and when reduced to Flower, they made it 
into Pafte, without having any occafion for Leaven. Then they 
fpread and moulded it upon a fort of earthen Plates, which 
they put over the Fire, and baked it; this being the Bread with 
which God has abundantly fupplied that new World, to make 
Amends for the Want of Wheat, and is very agreeable to the 
Tafte, and not offenfive to the Stomach. Among thefle Wo- 
men came one principal Indian, well made, and of more than 
ordinary Beauty, who was afterwards baptized, and received 
the Name of Marina, and proved very neceflary in the Con- 
queft, as will appear in its proper Place. 

Cortez went afide with the Cazique, and theChief of thofe 
that followed him; and by means of his Interpreter inform- 
ed them, That he was the Subject and Officer of a very powerful 
Monarch; and that his Intention was to make them happy, by 
bringing them under the Obedience of his Prince; to convert them 
to the true Religion; and deflroy the Errors of their Idolatry. 
He enforced thefe Propofals with his natural Eloquence, and 
fo much Authority, that the Indians were perlwaded, or at 
leaft inclined to Reafon. The Anfwer they gave was, That they 
foould think themfelves very happy in obeying a Monarch, whofe 
Power and Greatne[s appear’d with fuch Advantage in the Valour 
of his Subjects. But as to the Point of Religion, they were 
more referved. 

Tue Defeat of their Army by fuch a Handful of Spaniards, 
made them doubt whether they were not aflifted by fome 
Deity fuperior to their own. But though they could not re- 
folve to confefs it, their admitting the Doubt was no {mall 
Step towards the Truth. . 

Tue Pilots prefs’ the Departure of the Fleet, which, ac- 
cording to their Obfervations, might be endanger'd by any 
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longer Stay in that Place. And though Cortez was cohcerned to 
leave thofe People, before he had better inftructed them on the 
Subject of Religion, he found himfelf obliged to think of his 
Voyage; and Palm-Sunday drawing near, he appointed that Day 
for embarking, fo ordering it, that the Feftival might be kept 
firft, according to the Rites of the Church, Religion being al- 
ways his firft Care. To which End he raifed an Altar in the 
Fields, which he covered with Boughs, in Form of a Chapel: 
A ruftick, but decent Structure, and which was the fecond 
Church of New Spain. At the fame Time they embarked 
their Provifions, and made all other neceflary Preparations for 
their Voyage. The Indians affifted in all Things with an of- 
ficious Diligence ; and the Cazique, with his Captains attended 
Cortex with the greateft Refpect and Veneration. Father Bar- 
tolome de Olmedo, and the Licentiate fuan Diax, made ufe of 
this Opportunity to endeavour to bring them into the Way 
of Truth, purfuing what Cortex had fo well begun, and ta- 
king Advantage of the good Inclinations they fhewed in their 
Anfwers: But they only comply’d as Men that were fubdu’d, 
being more inclin’d to receive another God, than to part with 
any of their own. They hearken’d with Pleafure, and feenyd 
delirous to comprehend what they heard: But Reafon was 
no fooner admitted by the Will, than it was rejected by the 
Underftanding. The moft that the two Priefts could effect 
at that Time, wa’ to leave them in a good Difpofition, and 
to perceive that ic required more Time to prepare their 
rude and uncultivated Minds, to become fenfible of their 
Blindnefs, | 
On Sunday Morning there came an infinite Number of 
Indians, from the neighbouring Parts, to fee this Feflival. of — 
the Chrtiftians ; and the Boughs, being bleft with the ufual> 
Solemnity, were diftributed among the Soldiers, who all march- 
ed in Proceflion with equal Modefty and Devotion: -A Sight 
worthy of better Spectators; and which appeared’ with the 
more Luftre among thofe Infidels, as Light from the Oppofi- 
tion of Darknefs. However, it had fome little Effect upon 
thofe Heathens ; for, as Aguilar afterwards declar’d, they cry’d 
out, This muft needs be a great God, to whom fich- valiant Men 
fhew fo much Refpect. They hit upon the Truth, ‘bue miftook 
in their Way of Reafoning. | 
WuEN Mals was done, Cortex took Leave of the Cazique, 
and the principal Indians; and having confirm’d the Peace with 
further Demonttrations of Friendfhip, he embarked, leaving 


thofe 
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thofe People rather obedient, than fubject to the King ; and as 
to Religion, fo far in the Way to Salvation, as to defire, or at 
leaft, not to oppofe the Means of obtaining it. 


CB AY Pow XX. bag: 


Cortez proceeds on his Voyage. The Fleet arrives 
at St. Juan de Ulua. The Soldiers land. The’ 
General receives an Embaffy from Motezuma’s 
Governors. An Account who Donna Marina 
was. 


oy] HE Monday after Palm-Sunday the Spaniards fet Sail, 
@| along the Coaft to the Weftward: They came up 
with the Province of Guaxacoalco ; and, without 
iS?) outting in at Rio de Banderas, or the River of Banners, 
had a View of the land of Sacrifices, and other Places; which 
had before been difcovered and forfaken by. Juan de Grijalva 5, 
the Soldiers who had ferved under him, telling their Comrades 
what Adventures they bad met with in. that Expedition: Cor- 
tex learning from the ill Succefs of that Enterprize, how to ma- 
nage his own better, prudently making his own Advantage of 
the Errors committed by another. At length they arrived at 
St. Fuan de Ulua on Maundy-Thurfday at Noon ; and the Ships 
had no fooner anchored between the Ifland and the main Land, 
to fhelter themfelves from the North Winds, than they faw 
two large Canoes, which in that,Country are called Piraguas, 
coming from the neighbouring Coaft, with, fome Indians in 
them; who drew near,,.without fhewing the leaft Concern at 
the Fleet, difcovering ‘by this Security, and fome Signs they 
made, that they came in a peaceable Manner, and defired to be 

heard. | Sent ss ey IA ay 
Wuen they were within a {mall Diftance, of the Admiral, 
they began to {peak in.a fhrange Language, that Aguilar. did not 
underftand ;. which much troubled, Cortex, being concern’d 
to want an Interpreter: when he had moft Occafion for him, 
looking upon it as a great Obftacle to his, Undertaking: But 
Providence; that brings about its Defigns, by Ways that to Men 
appear cafual, foon relieved him; in this Diftrefs : The oh 
ian 
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dian Woman, whom we fhall now call Doana Marina, was not 
far from Cortez and Aguilar, and suefling by their Looks what 
they were difcourfing, and what they wanted, fhe’ told Aguilar 
in the Yucatan Tongue, that thofe Indians {poke the Mexican 
Language, and defired Audience of the General on the Part of 
the Governor of that Province. Cortez order’d them to come 
aboard; and laying afide the Uneafinefs he had been under, 
eave Thanks to God, acknowledging it was owing to his infinite 
Goodnefs, that, contrary to all his Hopes, he had found an In- 
{trument whereby to make himfelf underftood in a Country 
which he had fo earneftly defired to fee. 

Donna Marrwa, according to the Report of Bernal Diaz 
del Caftillo, was Daughter to the Cazique of Guaxacoaleo, one 
of the Provinces fubje&t to the Emperor of Mexico, bordering 
upon that of Tabafco, and had, through fome Accidents of Life, 
which are varioully reported, been carry'd away in her Youth 
to Xicalango, a {trong Place upon the Confines of Yucatan, 
which was kept by a Mexican Garrifon. There fhe was bred in 
a poor Manner, no way agreeable to her Birth, till by a frefh 
Misfortune, either by Sale,’ or being taken in War, fhe became 
a Slave to the Cazique of Tabafco, who made a Prefent of her 
to Cortez; In Guaxacoalco,’ and in Xiealango, they {poke the 
general Mexican Language, and in Tabafco that of Yucatan, 
which Aguilar underftood: So that Donna Marina underftood. 
both thofe Languages, and explained to the Indians in the Mexi- 
can, what Aguilar told her in that of Yucatan ; Cortex making 
ufe of this roynd-about Way of Speaking by two Interpreters, 
till fuch ‘time as Donna Marina had learn’d Spanifh, which was 
not long ; for fhe had a very ready Wit, and feveral natural 
Endowments, which well agreéd with the Nobility of her Birth. 
Antonio de. Herrera fays fhé’ was a Native of Xalifeo, and that 
the was brought. to Tabafco ftom a very diftant Country ; for 
Xalifeo is on the other Sea)-in' the very furtheft Part of New 


Galicia. Perhaps he took ‘this Notion-from Francifeo Lopex de 


Gomara; but we cannot apprehend, ‘why in this, and other 


tse 


more important Matters, he does not ‘follow the Account of 
Bernal  Diax del Caftillo, whofe Manufcript he had at hand; for 
he follows and quotes him in many Parts of his Hiftory. Donna 
Marina was ever a moft faithful Interpreter to Cortex; and he 
confirmed her in his Intereft by Ways not altogether fo decent, 
for he had a Son by her, called Dom Martin Cortex, who was 
made a Knight of St. ‘ago, in Confideration of the Nobility of 
his Mother’s Birth. This was no juftifiable Method to fecure 
her Fidelity ; but fome will’ Have it to have been good Policy : 
However, 
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However, we are more apt to believe it was the ill Effect of an 
ungoverned Paflion, notwithftanding the World is accuftomed 
to give the {pecious Title of Reafon of State, to that which is 
in Reality no other than human Weakneds. | 

THE Indians being admitted to the Prefence of the General; 
acquainted him, That Pilpatoe and Teutile, the one Governor, 
and the other Captain-General of that Province, for the great 
Emperor Motezwma, had fent them to know of the Comman- 
der of that Fleet, with what Intention he was come upon their 
Coaft; and to offer him what Succour and Affiftance he fhould 
ftand in need of, in order to continue his Voyage. Cortex car- 
refs'd them, gave them a few Baubles, and treated them with 
fome Spanifh Diet and Wine; and having thus obliged them, an- 
f{wer’d, “ That he came as a Friend to treat concerning Matters 
“ of great Importance to their Prince, and all his Empire ; for 
“ which Purpofe he would meet the two Governors, and 
‘< hoped to receive the fame good Treatment from them, as 
© others of his Nation had done the Year before.” And having 
receiv'd fome Information concerning the Greatnefs of Mote- 
zuma, his Riches, and Form of Government, he fent them away 
very well contented. 

THE next Day in the Morning, being Good-Friday, the Spa- 
niards all landed on the Shore neareft the Fleet : And Cortex gave 
Orders for landing the Horfes and Artillery; and that the 
Soldiers, in Companies, fhould go and cut Fafcines to entrench 
themfelves, not forgetting to poft the neceflary Guards at the 
Avenues, and to build a fufficient Number of Barracks to fhel- 
ter them from the Heat of the Sun, which at that Time was 
very great. The Artillery was planted fo as to command the 
Country, and in a little Time they were all under Cover; for 
Teutile lent a great Number of Indians with Provifions, and Or- 
ders to alfift the Spaniards in that Work : To whom they were 
of great Ufe, becaufe they brought their Tools made of Flints, 
with which they cut Stakes, and fang them in the Ground, 
interwove them with Boughs and Palm Leaves, forming the 
Walls and Roofs of a Lodging with much Eafe and Diligence, 
being great Matters in this Kind of Architecture, as having in 
many Places no other Honfes, and lefs barbarous in proportion 
ing their Structures to what Nature requires, than thofe who 
build vaft Pallaces, where ftill chey cannot find fufhcient Room 
for their Vanity. They alfo brought fome Cotton Cloths, 
with which they covered the Officers Barracks, the better to 
defend them from the Heat of the Sun. In the beft of them 


Cortex ordered an Altar to be fet up, on which, when ages". 
| x 
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he placed the Image of the Virgin Mary, and at the Entrance a 
great Crofs, in order to celebrate Eaffer + For Religion was al- 
ways his principal Care ;) and in that he was equally zealous 
vith the Priefts. Bernal Diax del Caftillo affures us, that Mats 
was faid on that Altar the fame Day they landed; but we do 
not believe that Father Bartolome de Olmedo, and the Licentiate 
Yuan Diaz, could be fo ill inftructed, and fo ignorant of the 
Offices of the Church, as not to know that Mafs could not be 
faid’on Good-Friday. He very often depends too much upon 
his Memory : But what is mott to be wondered at, is, that Az- 
tonio de Herrera thould follow him, and almoft copy him in this 
Particular, which, itis likely, proceeded from Inadvertency in 
both ; which we do not fo much mention with a Defign to 
cenfure them, as to make it a Leflon to our felves againit ta- 
king the fame Liberties. | 

Correz underftood by thele Indians, that General Teutile 
hada confiderable Body of Men in that Province, where he was 
endeavouring to? confirm fome Places, newly conquered, in 
their Obedience to Motexuma, the Civil Government of which 
was velted in Pilpatoe. And the great Care they took to fend 
Provifions, and help the Spaniards in building of their Bar- 
racks, was not without Artifice, fo far as could be gathered; 
for they were‘very much ‘terrified swith the Account they had 
of their Succefs:at: Tabafco, which had now {pread over all the 
Country, and believing:their own Forces. too weak, they made 
ufe of thole’Prefents, and:their Affiftance, to oblige thofe whom 
they could not oppote':"A Contrivance of Fear, which often 
makes! thofe generous who.dare not to appear'as Enemies. 
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Teutile General of Motezuma’s Troops, and Pilpa- 
toe Governor of the Province, come to vtfit Cortez, 
an the Part of Motezuma. Au Account of what 


~~ paffed between them; and of the Painters who 
“drew the Pidlures of the Spanith Forces. 


a: HE Y | pafled this. Night, | and the following 
sx| Day, in great Tranquility, but not the lefs up- 
Al on their Guard, fome Indians continually re- 
ai ies] pairing to their Quarters ; fome to work, and 
9)}/f4| and others with Provitions, which they truck’d 
PS EeISOy)| for Baubles. Nothing extraordinary happening 
till Eaffer-Day in the Morning, when Teutile and Pilpatoe came 


with a very, great Attendance to vifit Cortex. He received them 
in equal State, furrounded by his-Officers and Soldiers ; for he 
thought it:proper to make a Shew of Authority, when he was 


to treat with the Minifters’of a great Prince. ‘The firft Compli- 
ments 
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ments being over, in which the Mexicans exceeded, and Cortez 
endeavour'd to temper his Gravity with Courtefy, he carried 
them with him to the great Barrack, which ferved for a Cha- 
pel, it being the Hour for divine Service, ordering Aguilar and 


Donna Marina to tell them, that before he acquainted them with 
the Intention of his Journey, he was to comply with the Du- 
ties of his Religion, and recommend to the God of all other 
Gods the good Succefs of his Propofition. 

IMMEDIATELY Mafs was celebrated with all poffible Solem- 
nity. Father Bartolome de Olmedo officiated, affitted by the Li- 
centiate Yuan Diax, Ferom de Aguilar, and fome Soldiers, who 
under{tood how to fing the Service of the Church. The Indians 
looking on all the while with a kind of Aftonifhment, which 
tho’ the Effe€t of Novelty, had the Air of Devotion. After 
Service was over, they returned to the General’s Barrack, who 
entertained the two Governors at Dinner, and treated them 
with great Plenty and Oftentation. 

Tue Banquet being over, Hernan Cortex called his Interpreters, 
and in a grave and ftately Manner told them, That his coming 
thither was to treat with the Emperor Motexuma on the Part 
of Don Carlos of Auflria, Monarch of the Eaft, touching Af- 
fairs of great Importance, not only to his own Perfon and Ef- 
tate, but likewife for the Good of all his Subjects, for perform- 
ing whereof, it was neceflary for him to appear before his 
Royal Prefence, and hoped he fhould be admitted with all the 
Civility and Refpect that was due to the Greatnefs of the 
King who fent him. 

Boru the Governors feemed difturbed at this Propofal, and 
to hear it with great Diflatisfaction: But before they returned 
an Anfwer, Teutile ordered a Prefent he had provided to be 
brought into. the Barrack; and about twenty or thirty Indians 
came in loaded with Provifions, fine Cloths, Feathers of feve- 
ral Colours, and a great Box, in which were divers Pieces of 

Gold, curioufly wrought, Having made his Prefent with a good 
Grace and Civility, and finding it was well received and praifed, 
he turned to Cortex, and by the Help of the fame Interpreters, 
prayed him to accept that fmall Prefent from two Slaves of 
Motexuma’s, who had Orders to entertain fuch Strangers as fhould 
come upon his Coafts; bur that they muft immediately think of 
profecuting their Voyage, for they were to underftand that to 
foeak to their Prince was a Matter of great Difficulty; and that 
they thought they did him no fmall Piece of Service in that 
plain Dealing, before he went about to try by Experience how 
difficult a Matter it was that he intended: 

CORTEZ 
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Correz replied with fome Heat, That Kings never refuted 
to hear the Embaffies of other Princes; ‘neither could thejy 
Minitters, without very pofitive Orders, take upon themielves 
fo bold a Refolution as to oppofe it: That what belonged to 
them to do in this cafe, was to acquaint Motezuma with his 
Arrival, for which he would allow fome Time 3 but that they 
thould likewife let him know that he came fully refolved to 
fee him, and pofitively determined not to leave his Country, 
with Dithonour to one that reprefented his King. This bold 
Refolution of Cortex gave the Indians fo much Uneafinefs, that 
they durft not reply ; on the contrary, they earneftly entreated 
him not to move from thofe Quarters till the Return of Mote 
xumas Antwer, oftering to {upply him wich all Things that were 
neceflary for the Support of his Soldiers. 

Av this Time fome Mexican Painters, who came in the 
Train of the two Governors, were very bufy about drawing 
(upon Cotton Cloths, which they brought ready prim’d for 
that Purpofe) the Ships, Soldiers, Arms, Artillery, and the 
Horles, and every Thing elfe that appeared to them remarkable, 
of which Variety of Objects they formed different Land{kips, 
no way contemptible, either for Drawing or Colours. i 

Our Bernal Diax enlarges too much about the Skill of thefe 
Painters; for he faith they drew all the Captains, and that the 
Pieces were very like: But let that pafs as an unlikely Hyper- 
bole ; for fuppofing them to have underftood the Art of 
Painting, they had too little Leifure to obferve the Nicety 
and Tedioufnefs that Imitation requires. 

TuHese Pictures were drawn by the Order of Teutile, the 
better to inform Motexuma of that extraordinary Novelty; and 
to make that Account the more intelligible, they placed. fome 
Characters here and there, with which they feemed to explain, 
and give the Signification of the Picture. This was their Man- 
ner of Writing; for they had not attained the Ufe of Letters, 
nor were they acquainted with thofe Signs or Elements, invent- 
ed by other Nations, to reprefent Syllables, and make Words 
vilible; but they explained themfelves by their Pencils, marking 
down material Things with their own proper Images, and the reft 
with Numbers and fignificant Signs, difpofed after fuch a Man- 
ner, that the Number, Sign, and Figure formed the Idea, and 
fully explained the Meaning; an excellent Invention, (which 
fhewed their Capacity,) like the Hyerogliphicks of the Egyptians, 
who boafted of their Wit in that, which was common among 
the Indians, and which the Mexicans ufed with fuch Dexterity; 
that they had whole Books of this Kind of Characters, and ier 
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ble PiGures, in which they preferved the Remembrance of their 
Antiquities, and left to Pofterity the Annals of their Kings. 

Cortez had Notice of what thefe Painters were doing, and 
went out to fee them, not without admiring their Skill; and bee . 
ing informed that they were painting upon thofe Cloths the In- 
formation which Tewtzle was to give Motexuma of what he had 
propos d, and the Forces Cortex had with him to make it good, 
he, with his ufual {prightly Wit, prefently obferved that thole 
dumb Images wanted Action and Motion to exprefs the Valour 
of his Soldiers, and therefore refolved to exercife his Men before 
them, to give the greater Life and Vigour to the Picture. To 
this End he ordered them to their Arms; drew up all his Men 
ina Body, caufed the Artillery to be made ready; and telling 
Teutile and Pilpatoe that he would entertain them after the Man- 
ner of his Country, he mounted his Horfe, with his Captains. 
They firft ran fome Races in Order, and then they {kirmifh’d 
“aa martial Manner; at which ftrange Sight the Indians ftood 
amazd, and like Men befide themfelves: For obferving the obe- 
dient Biercenefs of thofe Beafts, they began to think there was 
fomething more than natural in thofe Men that managed them. 
Immediately, at a Signal made by Cortez, the Fire-Arms dif- 
chare’d, and foon after the Artillery: The Confufion and Afto- 
nifhmient of thofe People encreafing (as the Noife was repeated 
and augmented) with fuch various Effects, that fome fell down 
upon the Ground, others began to fly, and the moft Confiderate 
affected Admiration, to diflemble their Fear. 

Hernan CORTEZ encouraged them, giving them to underitand, 
that among the Spaniards thefe were military Diverfions, as one 
who defign’d to make his Arms appear the more formidable, by 
the Terror of fuch friendly Entertainments ; and they prefent- 
ly perceived ‘that the Painters were inventing new Figures and 
ChataGers, to fupply what was wanting on their Cloths. Some 
painted the Spaniards armed,:and drawn up in Form; others the 
Horfes in their Exercife and Motion, ‘They defcrib’d the Ar- 
tillery with Fire and Smoke, and reprefented the very Noife 
with the Similitude of Lightning, without omitting any one of 
thofe frightful \Circumftances, that molt direHy regarded what 
their King molt defir'd ‘to cunderftand. 

Ey ‘the mean’ time Cortex returned \to his Barrack, with the 
two Governérs; and after having prefented them with fome 
{mall Spanifh Jewels, he prepared a 'Prefent of fundry Sorts of 
Curiofities to be fent from him. to Motexumas to which Purpofe 
he made Choice of feveral neat Pieces of the moft folid and 
brighteft Glafs; to which he added a Holland Shirt, a Cap of 
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Crimfon Velvet, adorned with a Gold Medal. reprefenting 
St. George; and Tapeftry Chairs, which the Indians fo much 
feem’d to admire, that it was thought a fit Prefent for the 
Emperor. With this {mall Shew of Liberality, which, among 
thofe People, look’d like Magnificence, did Hernan Cortez foften 
the Difagreeablenefs of his Refolution, and took Leave of the two 
Governors, who were equally thankful, and troubled. 


Gok ly AAR U, 


Motezuma returus his Anfwer, with a Prefent of 
great Value ; but refufes to grant the Leave they 
defired, to go to Mexico. 


23) HE Indians halted at a {mall Diftance from the Spa- 
| nifh Quarters, and feemed to confult about what they 
were to do: For the Refult of this Stop was, ‘That 
———! Pilpatoe remained there to obferve the Actions of the 
Spaniards ; for which Purpofe, having fixed upon the Spot of 
Ground, they built feveral Cabbins, and. in few Hours 
Time, the Morning difcover'd a confiderable Village built upon 
the Plain. Pilpatoe immediately provided againit the Sufpicion 
‘this Novelty might produce, {ending Word to Cortex, that he 
ftay’d in that Place to take Care of his Entertainment, and the 
better to fupply his Troops with Provifions. And tho’ the 
Artifice of the Meflage was known, and that his Intentions 
were to keep within View of the Army, and watch their Mo- 
tions, they conniv’d at their Difimulation, making their Ad- 
vantage of that very Pretence: For they fupplied them with all 
Neceflaries; and the Fear of having their Defign fufpected, 
made them more punctual and careful. 


_ Trvvire proceeded to his own Quarters, and difpatched an 


Account to Motezuma of all that had happen’d upon the 
Coafts, fending the Piftures which were drawn by his Orders, 
and Cortex’s Prefent, with the utmoft Diligence. For this Pur- 
pofe, the King of Mexico had a great Number of Couriers di- 
tributed along. all the principal Roads of the Kingdom, chofen 
out of the fwifteft Indians, and bred them up to it carefully 


‘ 


from little ‘Children, allotting Rewards out of the publick oe 
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fury to thofe who arrived firft at the appointed Place: And 
Father ‘Yofeph de Acoffa (a faithful Obterver of the Cuftoms of 
that Nation) fays, That the chief School where thefe Indian 
Runners were bred, was the principal Temple of Mexico, where 
the Idol ftood on the Top of an hundred and twenty Stone 
Steps, and thofe who firft arrived at its Feet, gained the Re- 
ward: A notable Exercife to be taught ina Temple, and perhaps 
the leaft Indecency ufed in that miferable Place of Worfhip. 
Thefe Couriers were reliev'd at every Town, like our Poft- 
Horfes ; and made the greater Speed, becaufe they fucceeded 
one another, before they were tired ; fo that the firlt Force of 
the Carreer never ceafed. 

In the General Hiflory, we find it reported, that Teutile him- 
{elf carry'd his Difpatches and PiGtures, and that he returned 
in feven Days with the Anfwer; too expeditious for a Gene- 
ral: Nor doth it feem. likely, the Diftance being fixty 
Leagues, the fhorteft Way, from Mexico to St. Juan de Ulua: 
Nor can it eaflily be believed, that the Mexican Ambaflador, 
whom our Bernal Diax calls Quintalbor, came upon this Affair, 
or the hundred noble Indians, the ReCtor of Villahermofa pretends 
that attended him’: But this is of no great Importance. The 
Antwer came in feven Days, (a Number which all agree in; ) 
and Teutile brought it to the Spanifh Quarters. He brought 
with him a Prefent of Motexuma’s; which loaded the Shoulders 
of an hundred Indians; and before he delivered his Embafly, 
he caus’d them to lay Mats, made of Palm-Tree Leaves, (which 
they call Petates,) upon the Ground, and place in Order upon 
them, as it were on a Buffet, the feveral Things of which the 
prefent was compofed. 

THERE were various Sorts of Cotton Cloths, well wove, and 
fo fine, that they could not be known from Silk, but by feel- 
ing. A Quantity of Plumes, and other Curiofities made of 
Feathers, whofe Beauty and natural Variety of Colours (found 
on rare Birds that Country produces) fo placed and mixed 
with wonderful Art, diftributing the feveral Colours, and fha- 
dowing the Light with the Dark fo exaftly, that without ma- 
king ufe of artificial Colours, or of the Pencil, they could draw 
Pictures, and would undertake to imitate Nature. They next 
produc’d a great Number of Arms, Bows, Arrows, and Tar- 
gets, made of extraordinary Woods. Two very large Plates, of 
a circular Form, the one of Gold, which by its embofling, re- 
prefented the Sun; and the other of Silver, reprefenting the 
Moon. And laftly, a confiderable Quantity of Jewels, Pieces 
of Gold, fome Precious Stones, Collars of Gold, Rings, Pen- 


dants, 
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dants after their Fafhion, and other Ornaments of greater 
Weight in the Shape of Birds and Beafts, fo curioufly wrought, 
that notwithftanding the great Value of the Metal, the Works 
manthip feem’d to exceed it. 

As foon as Teutile had laid all his Wealth before the Spaniards, 
he turned to Cortez, and making a Sign to the Interpreters, told 
him, That the great Emperor Motezuma fent him thofe Things 
in return for his Prefent, and to 4hew how much he valu’d his 
King’s Friend{fhip ; but that he did not think it convenient, nor 
was it pollible at that Time, according to the prefent Pofture 
of his Affairs, to grant the Permiflion he afked of pafling for 
ward to his Court: The which Refufal Teutile endeavoured to 
foften, by urging the Badnefs of the Roads, favage Indians, who 
would take up Arms, and ob{trudt his March, and other Dif_i« 
culties, which plainly difcovered the Intention; and in a covert 
Manner denoted, that there was a particular Reafon (which we 
fhall fee hereafter) why Moteguwma would not fuffer himfelf 
to be feen by the Spaniards. 

Cortez returned Thanks for the Prefent, with Words of much 
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Refpect ; and anfwered Teutile, That it was not his Intention to be™ 


wanting in his Obedience to Motezuma ; but that it was not in his 
Power to go back with Difhonour to his King, or to defift from his 
Demand, with all the Earneftnefs to which he was obliged, by 
the Reputation of a Crown that was honoured and re{pected. 
among the greateft Princes of the World: Difcourfing upon this 
Point with fo much Life and Refolution, that the Indians durtt 
not prefume to reply, but, on the contrary, they offered to 
importune Moteguma a fecond Time ; and he difmifs'd them with 


another Prefent like the former, letting them know, that he 


would expect the King’s Anfwer without moving from that 
Place; but that he fhould be very much concerned if by an 
Delay, he fhould be obliged to go nearer to follicite that Af- 
fair. 

Aut the Spaniards admired Motexwma’s Prefent ; yet they had 
not all the fame Notion of that Wealth, but reafoned varioully, 
each maintaining his own Opinion, and carried on their Dil- 
putes with fome Heat. Some pleas’d themfelves with the Hopes 
of bettering their Fortune, promifing themfelves mighty Ad- 
vantages from fuch a favourable Beginning; others by the Great- 
nefs of the Prefent, made a Judgment of Motexwma’s Power, 
and of the Difficulty of the Undertaking. Many declar’d ab- 
folutely, that the Defign of attempting fo great an Affair with 
fo few Men, was a Piece of Rafhnefs; and moft of them juiti- 


fied the Valour and Conftancy of their Captain, looking on the 
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Conqueft as good as made: Every one judging of the Succefs 
according to his Inclination. Such are the Difcourfes and Rea- 
foning of Soldiers, by which the Influence the Courage has over 
the Underftanding is better difcover’d, than by any other Means. 
But Cortex gave them leave to talk on, without difcovering his 
Refolution, till he had taken Time to advile; and to keep his 
People out of Idlenefs, which is the beft Way to make them 
lefs inquifitive, he ordered two Vellels out, to view the Coaft, 
end fearch out fome Port, or Bay, where the Fleet might be 
more under Shelter, (for in that Place they had but little Se- 
curity again{t the North-Winds,) and fome more fertile Piece 
of Ground, where they might be accommodated in Quarters, 
until the Return of Motexuma’s Anfwer; making a Pretence of 
the Suffering of his People ia that Sandy Soil, where the Sun re- 
fected his Heat with double Force ; belides that, they were per- 
fecuted by the Mofquitoes, or Gnats, which made even the 
Hours of Reft unealy. He appointed Captain Francifco de Mon- 
tejo to command in this Cruize ; and pick’d out the Soldiers that 
were to bear him company, being thofe that feem’d mott averfe to 
his own Opinion. He ordered him to run along as far as he could, 
fteering the dame Courfe he had done the Year before with 
Grijalva, and that he fhould take notice of what Towns ap- 
peared along the Coaft, without landing to view them, alotting 
ten Days for their Return. » By which Means he order’d what 
he thought convenient, employed thofe that were troublefome, 
and entertained the reft with Hopes of Relief; being himfelf full 
of Gare, and uneafy, confidering the Greatnefs of the Defign, 
and the Smallnefs of the Means; but refolving not to defift 
till he could fee the very utmoft of the Difficulty, and fo much 
Mafter of himfelf, that he difguis’d his inward Concern with 
an eafy and chearful Countenance. 


CHAP, 
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Gives an Account howd the Pofitivene{s of Cortez 
was received at Mexico. Who Motezuma was. 
The Greatnefs of his Empire, and the Condition 
his Monarchy was tn at the Arrival of the Spa- 


niards. 


ORTEZ’s perfifting in his Refolution, gave much 
Trouble at Mexico. Motexuma was angry; and in his 
firft Fury, propofed to make an End at once of thofe 
————— Strangers, who prefumed to contend contrary to his 
Inclination. But afterwards, confidering better, his Courage 
failed him, and Anger gave Way to Sorrow and Confufion. 
He fummoned his Minifters and Relations ; they held feveral 
fecret Councils; they reforted to the Temples with publick Sa- 
crifices ; and the People began to be uneafy, feeing their King 
fo much difturb’d, and thofe who managed the Government in 
fuch a Fright. So that they began to talk, with very little 
Referve, of the approaching Ruin of that Empire, and of the 
Signs, and Prefages, which (according to their Traditions) 
threatned it. But it feems neceflary now, that we fhould thew 
who Motexuma was, and the State of his Monarchy at this 
Time ; and why both he and his Subjects were in fuch a Con- 
fternation at the coming of the Spaniards. 

Tur Empire of Mexico was then at its greateft Heighth, ha- 
ving under its Dominion almoft all the Provinces and Countries 
which thad been difcovered in North America, which were go- 
vern’d by Motexwma himfelf, and his petty tributary Kings, or Ca- 
ziques. The Length of it extended, from Ealt to Welt, above 
five hundred Leagues ; and the Breadth, from North to South, 
in fome Places, was two hundred; a Country populous, rich, 
and plentiful. On the Eaft it was bounded by the Atlanrick 
Sea, (now call’d the North Sea,)-and {tretch’d along all that 
great Space of Land between Panuco and Yucatan: On the Welt, 
it reached the other Sea, lying along the Afigtick Ocean, (or 


Gulph of Anian,) from Cape Mendocino, to the fartheft Part of New 
Galicia. On the South, it ftretched out farther, running along 
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the South-Sea, from Acapulco to Guatimala; and went fo far as 
to approach, by the Way of Nicaragua, to that Iffhmus, or nax- 
tow Neck of Land, which divides, and at the fame time 
unites the two America’s. On the North, it reached out as far 
Panuco, including that Province 5 but was {treighten’d confidera- 
bly by the Mountains, or hilly Countries potlefled by the Chz- 
chimecas and Ottomies, a barbarous People, without Govern- 
ment or Policy, living in the Caves of the Earth, or in the 
Holes of Rocks, feeding upon the Game they kill’d in Hunting, 
and the Fruits of fuch Trees as grew wild; but fo dextrous in 
the Ufe of their Arrows, and in making their Advantage of 
the Crags and Paffes of the Mountains, that they had often 
with{tood the whole Power of Mexico; being Enemies to Sub- 
jection, fatisfied with not being conquered, and only defiring to 
preferve their Liberty, amongtt the wild Bealts. . 

Tus Empire grew from a {mall Beginning to this vaft 
Greatnefs in little more than an hundred and thirty Years ; for 
the Mexicans naturally a warlike Nation, were always making 
way with their Arms among the reft of the Nations which in- 
habited that Part of the World. They were at firft governed 
by a valiant Captain, who made them Soldiers, and fenfible of 
Military Honour. Afterwards they chofe a King, giving 
the fupreme Dominion to the Perfon that had the greatelt 
Reputation for Valour, being acquainted with no other Virtue 
but Fortitude; and if they knew any other they look’d upon 
them as much inferior. They always obferved this Cuftom of 
chufing the greateft Captain for their King, without Regard to 
the Succeflion; tho’ where Adtions were equal, they preferred 
the Royal Blood; and the War, which made their Kings, by 
little and little enlarged the Monarchy. At firft Jultice {up- 
ported their Arms, for the Oppreflion of their Neighbours for- 
ced them to an unblameable Defence; and Heaven favoured 
their Caufe with the firft Succefles: But their Power afterwards 
encreafing, Juftice was laid alide, and Tyranny took place. 

We {hall fee the Progrefs of this Nation, and the great Con- 
quefts they made, when we come to give an Account of the 
Succeflion of their Kings, and the principal Part of this Hiftory 
{hall be lefs depending. Motexwma was the Eleventh King, (ac- 
cording to their painted Annals, ) and the Second of that Name, 
a fingular Perfon, and much refpected among the Mexicans be= 
fore he began to reign. 
~~ He was of the Royal Blood; and in his Youth followed the 
Wars, where he gained the Reputation of a valiant Captain, by 
feveral Actions, which raifed his Character. He returned to 

the 
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the Court, fomewhat puffed up with thefe Flatteriés of Fame: 
and finding himfelf applauded and refpected as the firft Man of 
his Nation, he entertained Hopes of grafping the Scepter at the 
next Election, behaving himfelf in his own Thoughts as one 
that was beginning to be crown’d, upon the Notion he had cons 
ceived of being King. 

He then plac’d all his Happinefs in gaining Friends; to which 
End he made ufe of fome Politick Arts, a Science which fome- 
times does not difdain to be found amongft the Barbarians, but 
is rather apt to make People fo, when that which is called Rea- 
fon of State gets the better of natural Reafon. He affected great 
Obedience and Veneration towards his King, and extraordinary 
Modefty and Compofure in his Words and A@ions, always fo 
carefully preferving the Gravity and Statelinefs in his Counte- 
nance, that the Indians were wont to fay, the Name of Morte- 
zuma became him well, which, in their Language, fignifies a 
furly Prince, though he endeavoured to temper this Severity, 
making himfelf agreeable by his Liberality. 

He alfo gained the Character of being very zealous for his 
Religion ; a powerful Motive to captivate thofe who are taken 
with outward Shew: And to this End, he eretted a little fepa- 
rate Pile in the moft frequented Temple, after the Manner of a 
Tnbune; to which he retir’d in the Sight of all the People, 
and ftaid there many Hours to attend that popular Devotion, 
er placing the Idol of his Ambition among his other Gods. _ He 
gained fo much Reputation by thefe outward Appearances, that 
when the King his Predeceflor died, the Eleftors gave him their 
Votes without any Oppolition, and the People received him with 
great Acclamations. He made a Shew of refufing, fuffering 
himfelf to be courted for that which he defired, and feemed to 
accept it with Reluctancy: But no fooner was he poflefs’d of 
the Imperial Throne, than all that Artifice which he had forc’d 
upon his natural Temper ceafed, and he difcovered thofe Vices 
that had been hitherto covered with the Shew of Virtues. 

Tue firft AGtion by which he manifefted his Pride, was the 
difcarding of all thofe that belonged to the Royal Family, which, 
till his Time, was compofed of midling People and Plebeians ; 
and under Colour of greater Decency, he made his Nobles ferve 
him, even in the meaneft Employments ofhis Houfe. He fhewed 
himfelf but feldom to his Subjects, and only when it was ne- 
ceflary to his Minifters and Servants, looking upon Retirement 
and Melancholy as a Part of Majefty; and for thofe who obtain’d 
Leave to come into his Prefence, he invented new Obeyfances 


and Ceremonies, enlarging the Refpect almoft to siete oy 
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He perfwaded himfelf, that he had the entire Command of the 


Lives and Liberties of his Subjects, and exercifed great Cruelties 


to perfwade others to the dame. 

He impofed new ‘Taxes, without any publick Neceflity, at 
a certain Rate on each Head of that vatt Number of Subjects ; 
and exacted it with fo much Rigour, that even poor Beggars 
were not exempted from the miferable Oppreflion, bringing to his 
Treafury fome mean Things, which were received, and then 
thrown away before their Faces. 

Tursr violent Practices made his People fear him: But as it 
*5 ufual for Fear and Hatred to go together, fome Provinces re- 
belled to reduce the which, he went himfelf in Perfon ; be- 
ing fo jealous of his Authority, that he would not fuffer any 
other to command his Armies. Tho’ it cannot be denied, but 
that he had a martial Inclination and Spirit : None refifted his 
Power, and maintained their Rebellion, except the Provinces 
of Mechoacan, Tlafeala, and Tepeaca. And he was wont to fay, 
“ He did not fubdue them, becaufe he wanted thofe Enemies 
“ to fupply him with Captives for the Sacrifices of his Gods.” 
A Tyrant, even’ in what he permitted, and what he did not 
punith. 
He had reigned fourteen Years when Cortez arrived on his 
Coafts ; and the laft was full of Prefages, horrible, and won- 
derful Portents, which God either ordered, ordained, or per- 
mitted, to crufh the Spirits of thofe fierce People, and ren- 
der that great Work lefs difficult to the Spaniards ; Provi- 
dence, by Degrees, difpofing all ‘Things towards it by fuch 
unlikely Means. 


Cyl AyPoaLv. 
An Account of the feveral Prodigies, and Signs that 
were feen in Mexico, before the Arrival of Cortez; 


from which the Indians apprehended, that the 
Ruin of ther Empire drew near. 


3 dition and Greatnefs of his Empire, it remains that 
Xs, we enquire into the Motives which caus’d that Prince 
and his Minifters fo obitinately to oppofe the prefiing 
Inftance made by Hernan Cortex: The firft Contrivance of the 
Devil, and the firft Difficulty in the Undertaking, 

As foon as they had Notice of the Spaniards in Mexico, 
when Juan de Grijalva arrived upon their Coaft the Year be- 
fore, feveral Prodigies began to appear in this Country, and 
very aftonifhing Signs, which did in a manner affure Motezsima 
that the Ruin of his Empire drew) near 5 and greatly terrified 
and. difcouraged both him and his Subjects. 

A FRIGHTFUL Comet appeared many Nights, in Shape like 
a Pyramid, which beginning at Midnight, advanced lowly to 
the higheft Part of the Heavens, where ic vanifh’d at the Pre- 
fence of the Sun. | : 

AFTERWARDS, at Midday, another Comet, or Exhalation,’ 
was feen to rife in the Weft, or like a fiery Serpent with’ three’ 


Heads, which ran fwiftly till it vanifhed in the Eaft, {catering 


an infinite Number of Sparks that dy’din the Air. | 

Tue great Lake of Mexico overflowed its Banks; and with an’ 
extraordinary Impetuofity drowned the Country, carrying away 
feveral-Houfes, with a fort of Waves that look’d as if it had’ 
boil’d up; tho’ there were no Floods or {tormy Weather 
to which they'could: attribute the Motion of the: Waters.’ 

One of their Temples took Fire of it felf, without their 
beingiable to find out the Canfe of its burningy or Means to 
extinguifh the Flame. The very Stones were féen to burn, and 
the whole Pile. was reduced to little more thansAfhes. Lameén- 


table Voices were heard in the Air from different Parts, which" 


foretold the End-of that Monarchy ;' and: the:{ame’ was repeat- 
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ed in the Anfwers of their Idols; the Devil pronouncing by 
them what he could conjecture of thofe Natural Caufes which 
were in Motion, or as much as the God of Nature permitted 
him to know, who fometimes torments him by making him 
the Inftrument of Truth. 

SevERAL Monfters of horrible Deformity, and never feen 
before, were brought to the King; which, in his Opinion, 
had a Meaning, and denoted great Misfortunes, And if they 
were called Monfters from demonftrating, or forefhewing 
Things to come, as the Ancients believ'd, who gave them that 
Name, it was not ftrange that they fhould be held for Pre- 
{ages among thofe barbarous People, where Ignorance and Su- 
perftition went hand-in-hand. | 

Historigs make mention of two very remarkable Accidents, 
which extremely troubled the Mind of Motexuma; nor are they 
fit to be omitted, fince they found Credit with Father Jofeph 
de Acofla, ‘fuan Botero, and other Writers of Judgment and 
Authority. 

CERTAIN Fifhermen near the Lake of Mexico, took a mon- 
{trous Fowl, of extraordinary Make and Greatnefs; and ac- 
counting it a Novelty, prefented the fame to the King, Its 
Deformity was horrible; and on the Head of it was a fhining Plate 
like a Looking-Glafs, from which the Sun reflected a fort of dim 
and melancholy Light. Motegwma obferved it, and drawing 
nearer to take a better View, faw within it a Reprefentation of 
the Night, amidft whofe Obfcurity were feen fome Parts of the 
Heaven covered with Stars, and fo dittinétly reprefented, that 
he turned his Eyes to the Sun, as one doubtful of the Day: 
and upon fixing his Eyes the fecond Time on that feeming 
Glafs, he {py’d inftead of Night, what gave him greater Afto- 
nifhment; for there appear’d to his Sight an Army of Men that 
came from the Eaft, making a terrible Slaughter of his Subjects. 
He aflembled the Magicians and Priefts to confult about this 
Prodigy, and the Bird ftood immoveable till many of them had 
tried the fame Experiment; but then it got away, and vanith’d 
in their Prefence, leaving them another Prefage in its aftonifhing 
Flight. 

Some few Days after a Country Man came to the Palace, one 
that was reputed a plain downright Man, who earneftly, and 
with myfterious Inftances, prefs’d to have Audience of the 
King. He was introduced to his Prefence after various Con- 
fultations, and having made his Obeyfance, without any Man- 
ner of Difturbance or Fear, he fpoke to him in his ruftick 
Idiom, but witha kind of Freedom and Eloquence, which 
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denoted a more than natural Tranfport, or that’ the Words were 
nothisown, but were infpired, faying, “« Yeiterday in the Evening, 
“Sir, being upon my Farm, employed in the Emprovement of 
“my Land, I faw an Eagle of an extraordinary Magnitude; 
‘‘ which ftoop’d down furioufly upon me, and, catching. me be+ 
“ tween his Claws, carried me a great Way through the Air,. till 
““ he fet me down near a f{pacious Cave, in which was a Manin 
“ Royal Robes, fleeping among{t Diverlity of Flowers and. Per- 
“* fumes, with a fcented Compolition burning in: his, Hand, J drew 
““fomewhat nearer, and faw your Likeneds, or, perhaps, it was 
“ yourfelf; for I cannot affirm it, though, in my own Opinion, I 
“ had my Sendes free. I was going to. withdraw, being afraid, and 
“ full of Awe; but an imperious Voice ftopp’d and frighted me 
“anew, commanding me to take the burning, Perfume out of 
“ your Hand, and apply it to fome Part of your, Thigh that was 
““ uncovered. I refuted, as much as I could, to. commit; fuch 
“a Piece of Wickednefs: But the fame Voice, in,a terrible one, 
“< forced me to obey. Upon which, Sir, without being able to re-; 
“ fift, and being made bold by Fear, I applied, the burning Com-) 
“* polition to:your Thigh, and you: endur'd the burning,, with- 
“ out waking, or making any Motion... I {hould. have choughe 
“you had been dead, but that your. quiet Breathing dhewed 
“vou to be alive, the Repofe exprefling what was wanting 
““in the Senfes. Then that fame Voice. (which feemed to be 
“formed in the Air) dfaid to me ;,.Thus fleeps' thy King, .given 
“up to his Delights and Vanities, when he has the Anger of 
“his Gods upon him, and fo many Enemies, who come from the 
“other Part of the World to deftroy his Monarchy and. Reli- 
“sion. Bid him awake,.and prevent, if he.can, the Miferies 
“and: Calamities that threaten him... Scarce-had. he pronounced. 
“thefe Words, which I’ bear deeply, imprinted, in my Memory, 
“when the Eagle took me up in his Tallons, and fet-me down 
“on my Land, without the leafb Hurt. And _,thus. do; Iper- 
“ form what the Gods have enjoin’d me..,,Awake,, Sir,” for. 
“your Pride and Cruelty hath provok'd them: I fay again, 
“« Awake, or take care how you dleep, fince, the burning, Sing 
“of your Confcience does not’ rouge you ; nor, can youl,be now, 
“ignorant, that the Cries of your, People have reach’d;Heaven: 
“ before they.came to your Ears.) .)), aePods es. dstrocur 
'Tuesz, or'fuch like Words, did the Peafant, deliver, or the 
Spirit, that, {poke in him, -infpired him ; and, turned) his, Back 
with fo much? Refolution, that no: Man, durft, {top him..-..Mo- 
tezuma (in. the firft Heat of his Paflion) was going, to,erder 
him to be killed ;. but) was prevented by a new Pain, he, felt, 
ss eZ, im 


——— 


SS 


SSS SS 


= SS SSS ~ 
Sa 


ee 
= 


pt Se 


Qe T he: Hiftory of the ConguEs Book IL. 


in’ his ‘Thigh, where he found, and ‘all faw the Mark ofa freth 
Burning : Which ftrange Sight aftonifh’d and made him thought- 
fal ; but fill tefolv’d to chattife the Peafant, by facrificing him 
to appeafe his Gods:. Thefe Admonitions proceeded from the 
Devilyand fhew’d) the Wickednels of their Original, as ferving 
rather to provoke a Man to Anger and Obftinacy, than to bring 
hinvt6 the Knowledge of “his Fault. » But thofe Accidents 
might: be imptov'd by the Credulity of thofe barbarous People, 
fon’ whofe Relation the Spaniards had. them in this: Manner. 
We? do - not infiftoon the Nicety of the Truth ; but do not 
think it unlikely, that the Devil fhould make ufe of fuch-like 
Artifices' to fee’ Motexwma againit the Spaniards, and put what 
Stops He ‘could ‘to the Introdiiétion of the Gofpel., For it is 
certain, that he might (fuppofing the Divine Permiflion in the 
ufeof his Knowledge) ‘feign’ or form thofe Phantoms and 
montirudus Apparitions, or even make wifible Bodies, by con- 
denfing the Air with a Mixture of the:other Elements; or, as 
often’ happens, he might-impofe upon. the Senfes,' and delude 
the Imagination’; of which we have {ome Examples in the ho- 
ly Scriptures, which make what we find of the fame’ Nature in 
prophane Hiltory ‘the more credible. | 

Turs® and other portentous Signs, ‘which were feen at 
Mexico; and in’ feveral Parts of the°Empire, had fo broke 
the Spirit of Motexuma, and fo difmayed the wife Men of his 
Cotiticil; ‘that when the fecorid Embafly from Cortex arrived, 
they condluded, that all the Ruin and Calamity with which they 
were threatned, ‘was come upon them. | 

Tuk Confultations were’ long, and the Opinions various. 
Some thought, that thofe armed Strangers, coming at a.Time 
of fo matty Prodigies, ought to be treated as Enemies ; for that 
either to admit, or truft then, would be oppofing the Wall “of 
their Gods, whothad given them fo many Wamings:before the 
Blow, iff ordér toavoid it.’ Others, either out of Moderation 
or Feat endeavoured to obftruct the Breach, “by extolling» the 
Valoiir of the: Strangers,’ the Force of their Arms,’ andthe 
Fiercenets of thei’ Horfes/And calling to Mind the Deftruc- 
tion! aid Slaughter they tiiadeat Tabafco; (of owhich War: they 
had’ preferitly Notice ;) and tho’ they ‘did not believe they were 
immortal, as the Fear of the Vanquifhed had given out, yet did 
they ‘not ‘think? them Orédtivesof theit own Species, but found 
in theta! {ome Refemblaiice ‘of their own Gods,” by their Ma- 
nagemefit! of ghtning,» with! which. (in their Opinion): they 
cee by thé Command they had over thofe Brutes, “who: 
lnderftodd thei Orders, and fought for them. bolfi@ od O%. gnu 
Je “ MorezumMA 


Boox IL of Mexico, or New Spain. 87. 


_ Morezuma heard them; and taking a Medium between 
both Opinions, refolved abfolutely to deny Cortex the Liberty 
he aitked of coming to his Court ; commanding him imme- 
diately to leave thofe Coafts ; and at the fame Time fending 
him another Predent like the former, to oblige him to <obey, 
But if that was not fufficient to ftop him, he refolved to! ufe 
Force ; railing a powerful Army of fuch Men, that they 
dhould have no Caufe to fear the like ill Succefs as that of Tu- 
bafeo. For he was fenfible they ought not to defpife the {mall 
Number of thofe Strangers, in whofe prodigious Arms, and ex- 
traordinary Valour, there appeared fo many Advantages; and 
more particularly when they arrived’ upon their Coafts, ‘at fo 
calamitous a Time, and when fo many frightful. Prodigies had 
appeared, as feemed to magnify their Forces, fince they me- 
rited the Care, and Warning of their Gods. 


Ged cA felis Mott 

Francifco de Montejo returns, having difcovered the 
Town of Quiabiftan. _Motezuma’s AmbafJadors 
arvive, and depart diffatisfy'd. Some Muttering 
happens among the Soldiers, who incline to Mu- 
tiny; and Hernan Cortez makes ufe.of Artifice to 
appeafe them, ~—  « ppold eid Ls caiw buwsodal 
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Gaeged)| HILLS T Motexuma’s Court was taken up with thefe 
C\WN/S)| melancholy Reflections, Hernan Cortes.endeavoured to 
get fome Account of the Country; to gain the good 
a Will of the Indians who repaired to his Quarters} and 
to encourage “his Men, ,endeavouring to ifpire them with the 
fame great Hopes of which his own Heart .aflured him..;;) At 


that Time Francifco de Montejo returned. from his, Voyage, ha- 


ving coated, ome! Leagues up to the Northward,. and difcover- 
ed, alsTown called Quiabiftan, fituate in a fertile Soil, and, well 


cultivated, near'an anchoring Place, or Bay,.capacious enough, 


where, in the Opinion of the Pilots,.the Ships might ride and 


be fecure under the Shelter.of fome great Rocks; ; which broke 
the’ Force of the Winds... This Place was diftant from St. Fuan 
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de Ulua about twelve Leagues: And Hernan Cortex began to 
look on it as commodious for him to remove his Quarters thi- 
ther: But before he came to any Refolution, Motezuma’s An- 
{wer came. 

TrvTILeE, with the principal Captains of his Troops, came 
with their little Perfuming Pans, burning Gum-Copal. After 
the {moaking Courtelies and Ceremonies were over, Teutile or- 
dered Motexuma’s Prefent to be producd; which was fome- 
what lefs, but of the fame Sort of Goods, and Pieces of Gold, 
as came with the firft Embafly ; All that they brought particu- 
lar, was four green Stones, like Emeralds, called Chalcuites ; 
and Teutile told Cortez, with a great deal of Gravity, that Mote- 
zuma tent thofe Stones to the King of Spain, as Jewels of an 
vneftimable Value : But that was not much regarded, as coming 
fom thofe who held Glafs in fuch great Efteem. 

Tue Embafly was deliver’d in Terms refolute and difagree- 
able; and the Conclufion of it.was, to difmifs their Guetts, without 
giving them Leave to reply. Night drew on ; and when Cortex 
began to return his Anfwer, the Ave-Maria Bell rung in that 
Parrack that ferved for a Chapel: He kneell’d down to fay that 
Prayer; as did all the -reft, after his Example. Their Silence and 
Devotion, ftruck the Indians with Admiration; and Teutile 
afked Donna Marina the Meaning of that Ceremony. Cortex 
underftood it, and'thought ic proper to make ufe of that Op- 
portunity of datisfying their Curiofity, to talk to them upon 
the Subject of Religion. Father Bartolome de Olmedo took it in 
hand, and endeavoured to fuit his Difcourfe to their Blindnefs, 
giving them fome: {mall Light into the Mytfteries of our Faith. 
He labour’d, with all his Eloquence, to make them underftand that 
there was but One God, the Beginning and End of all Things : 
That in their Idols they adored the Devil, the mortal Enemy 
of Mankind; enforcing what he faid with Reafons ealy to be 
comprehended : Which the Indians \iftned to with fome fort 
of Attention, as if they were fenfible of the Force of Truth. 
Hernan Cortez made ufe of this Beginning to return to 
his Anfwer; telling Teutile, That one of the Points of his Em- 
bafly; and the principal Motive which his King had to offer 
his Friendfhip to Motexuma, was, the Obligation Chriftian 
Princes lay under to oppofe the Errors of Idolatry, and the 
Defire he had to inftrué him in the Knowledge of the Truth, and 
to help him to get free from the Slavery of the Devil, the in- 
vincible Tyrant of his Kingdoms, who,’ in Reality, held him a 
Slave and Vaflal, tho’, in outward Appearance, he was fo 
powerful a Monarch. And that fince he came from {uch re- 
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a¢moté Countries, ? upon ‘A flairs: of fuch':a “Nature, and inthe 
‘Name of another’ moré powerful King, he could not;omit’ ma- 
king: new Efforts, and: perfevering in his Inftances, till he! fhould 
prevail to bevheard, fince he came on) a:peaceable,..Account,»-as 
appeared: by [the . fmall «Number of: his. Mens \.from Avhith 


courteoufly, ‘theating himi as'a Guedt; | but. thatodf ‘he awiasare- 
folved to continue insthat Opinion; itiwouldsbebliis own Fault 
if he found:himfelf treated:as.an’Enemy,..and withoutrftaying 
for any other Anfwer, or fo much as taking, Leaves-he, turned 
his» Back, and went haftily ioutof shis Predence; followed by 
Pilpatoe, and the reft of shis: Attendarice, .'Hernan Cortex \vasia 
little ftartledat,! Teutile’s Proceedingi3y but foanuch Mafter;/of 
himfelf, that turning to” his People,’ more) inclined: 'to, lavigh, 
than’ to be concerned, ‘: We hall fee,» fays he, wwhere thig-Ghak- 
“lenge williend : :For:wé know alréady.chow. their Armies /fight. 
“And, for the moft part;, Threats’ are: the Effects of} Fear.” 
And whilft they were gathering up ithe Predfeng,. he?wention, 
faying, “ Thefe Barbarians: fhould'not fo eafily -prevail withthe 
“ Spanifh Troops to retire: ;) for thole Riches aré-te be ldoked |up- 
“on as Gifts out of Seafon, which: fhew.moreWeakriefs' than 
“ Generofity.” | Thus) didvhe lay hadldsof all Opportunities, to 
encourge his People. And: that very Nightio(tho it .was not 
likely that the Mexicans {hould have provided an Army |toafluale 
the Quarters) the Guards were doubled,. looking; upon {that 
which was poflible, as likely to happen : For Conimanders,;can 
never be too careful ; and many Times, that whichfeems fuper- 
fluous, is found: to have been neceflarys) 9. o:i0¥ botogrrto> « 

As foomas the Day appeared, ‘they founda} confidetabli Al+ 
teration, which gave them fome Difturbancé:y:ferthole Indians 
which» inhabited: Pilpatoe’s;; Cabbwss,: were* retired, within» ithe 
Land, and not‘a Man appeared in all the Cotwntry): “They alto 
kept away, who ufed to bring them Provifions: from thesneigh- 
bouring: Towns: Thefe Beginnings: of Wants (rather, feared, 
than .duffered), were: fufficient to) make fome, Soldiers; begin 
to be uneafy; looking upon. it as very wnadviled. to. think: of 
fettling in that Country 5, which Murmuring fome Friends. of 
Diego Velafquex took the Advantage -of, and: began. to‘ exclaim, 
faying, without |any Referve, in }common: Difcourles ‘That 
Hernan Cortex hada Mind to deftroy them, and ambitioully puss 
fued. a Defign without a: Force any iwaf; prdportionedsto,ithe 
ants Aa Under- 
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Undertaking: That the Intention. of maintaining themfelves 
with fuch a Handful of People in the Dominions of fo power- 
fala Prince, would be: judged rafh by all Men: And that it 
was now neceflary fos them all to demand to return to the 
[land of Cuba, im order to refit their Fleet, and reinforce the 
Army, and fo proceed upon that Undertaking with better Foun- 
dation; | a 
OHERNAN CORTEZ was, informed of this, and making ufe of 
is Friends and Gonfidents, he endeavoured to enquire into the 
Opinion of the principal Part of his People ; and found that he 
had on his Side the moft in Number, and thofe of greateft 
Confequence. » Upon which Security he fuffered himfelf to be 
feen by the Malecontents. ~ aly 
Dreco DE:ORDAz was the Perfon who fpoke in the Name 
of-all-the reft, and, with fome Heat and Difrefpect, told him, 
That the Soldiers were very much diffatisfy’d, and upon the 
Point of laying afide all Obedience, having been informed that 
he defigned to profecute that Undertaking ; and that no body 
could blame them, for neither the Number of Men, Condi- 
tiow of the Ships, nor their’ Referve of Provifions or Ammu- 
nitions of War, had any Proportion with the Intent of con- 
quering fo large and powerful an Empire: That no Man had fo 
Fittle Value for himfelf, as to fubmit to be caft away to pleafe 
another’s Humour; and that therefore it was now Time to con- 
fider-of ‘returning to the Ifland of Cuba, to the End that Diego 
Velafqwex might reinforce his Fleet, and take this difficult Enter- 
prize in hand upon better Advice, and with a greater Force. 
-Hepwan Cortez heard) him, without feeming offended, 
as hemight have been; both with the Propofal, and the Man- 
ner of ‘delivering it; on the contrary, he an{wered him, (with 
a compofed Voice and Countenance,) That he was obliged to him 
for thesAdvice; becaufe he did not know that the Soldiers were 
diffatisfied; but ‘rather believed they were well contented, and 
defirous to go on3) for in that Enterprize none could complain 
of Fortune but thofe that were weary of being happy: Firit, 
a Voyage, without any ill Accidents, favoured by the Winds 
and Seas; Succefles, fuch as their Hearts could wifh; the remar- 
Kable Favours of Heaven at Coxumel ; a Victory at Tabafco, and 
in that Country where they were, fo much good Treatment and 
Profperity; were not Prefages that could any ways difcourage 
them. Nor was it very much for their Honour to defift from 
that Defign before’ they had feen the Face of Danger, efpecially 
confidering that Difficulties. are wont to appear greateft at a 
Diftance, and what the Imagination magnifies, vanifhes as it 
“19D 2 draws 
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draws near: But that if the Soldiers were already fo dejected 
and fearful, (as he faid,) it would be a Folly to depend upon 
them in fodifficult an Enterprize ; and therefore he would jmme- 
diately confider of returning to the Ifland of Cuba, as had been pro- 
pofed ; confefling that the Knowledge of the private Soldiers 
being poflefled with that Notion, did not make fuch an Im- 
prefiion upon him, as it did to find it fupported by the Advice 
of his Friends. With thefe and other like Words. he at that 
Time fruftrated the Intention of thofe prejudiced Mutineers, 
without leaving them any thing to defire, till the Time thould 
come to undeceive them; and with this diffembled Artifice, (a 
Subtility which Prudence fometimes allows,) he made’ believe 
he gave way, that he might return with the greater Force to 
the Execution of his Defigns. | 


CAs Pee VE 


The Return to Cuba is given out. The Soldtens, 
prepar’d by Cortez, exclarm againft it. The Cas 
zique of Lempoala fues for his Friendfhip; and, 


un fine, they make a Settlement. 


ieeyee@e| OO N after Diego de Ordax and thofe of his Party 
WONG! had left Hernan Cortex, he gave DireCtions for pub- 
lifhing the Return to the Iland of Cuba, and. order- 
’ ed the Captains fhould embark with their refpective 
Companies on Board the Veflels under their Command, and. be 
ready to fail the next: Day early in the Morning: But no 
fooner was this Refolution publifhed among the Soldiers, than 
thofe who were underhand gained to the General’s: Intéreft 
began to ftir in the Affair, crying out, That Hernan Cortez had 
deceived them, making them believe they were going to fettle 
in that Country; that they would not leave it, or return to 
the Ifland of Cuba; adding, that if he had a Mind to retire, he 
might do it with all fuch as were willing to follow him, for 
they could not want fome Gentleman that would take upon 

him’ to ‘command them. { 7 
‘Tuts Clamour encteafed fo much, and was fo well managed, 
that it brought over many of thofe that had been forced over, or 
| perfwaded 
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perf{waded into the contrary Opinion ; and Corter’s Friends, “wlio 
had: ftirred up one Part,> were obliged’ to. appeafe the other: 
They commended | their Refolution,” and offered to {peak: to 
Cortez to. fufpend the Execution of ‘his Order. And before this 
Ardour of theirs cooled, they went to him, attended by many 
of the Soldiers, in whofe Prefence they acquainted him loudly, 
That the Troops ‘were upon the Point to Mutiny, on Account 
of his Order;: complainmg (oF pretending to complain ) that 
he had taken fuch a Refolution, without the Advice of his 
Captains.:. ‘They laid it before him’as/a Difhonour, unbecoming 
Spaniards, to quit their Undertaking on the: firft Rumours of 
Difficulty, ‘and to turn their Backs before: they had drawn their 
Swords. ‘Theysput him: in Mind dof «what ‘had. happened to 
Yuan de Grijalva; that all the Difpleafure of Diego de V eld{quex 
was occafioned by his not making a Settlement in the Land 
he difcover’d,. and maintaining himfelf there; for which Action 
he was treated as a pufillanimous Perfon, and the Command of 
the Fleet taken from him. Laftly, they told him what he 
himfelf had dictated, to.which he hearkened as to fomething 
new: And fuffering himfelf to be entreated and perfwaded, he 
did what he defired, giving them to underftand that he was con- 
vineed';)'and {aid he had been mifinformed ; that’ fome of thofe 
who were principally concernedin the Succefs of the Undertaking, 
(whom he\did not najne, to, make the, greater Myftery of. the 
Matter,) had aflured him, that all the Men cried out to leave 
that Country, and return to the Iland‘of Cuba;° and that as 
he had taken that Refolution (contrary to his own Opinion) to 
pleafe ‘his Soldiers, he would flay with much more! Satisfac- 
tion; fince he fourid them better difpofed for the Service of the 
King, and to-difcharge the Duty of good Spaniards; but that 
they muft know he would not have Soldiers againft their Inclina- 
tions; nor was War an Employment for thofe that were,tor: 
ced to it ; that whofoever thought fit tos return’ to|the Ifland. of 
Cuba, might freely do it, and that he would immediately, give 
Orders'to provide) Veflels and. Provifions: for, the-Vioyage: of all 
fuch:as were not! willing to follow his'Fottune. »;This . Refolu- 
tion met with great Applaufe: ‘Their -Acclamations, sung, with 
the Name of Cortex: The Aip'was: filled with Noife, and, Hats, 
after the Manner Soldiers-ate wontto,exprefs their Satisfaction : 
Some ‘rejoiced becaufe: they, were: of that: Opinion, »and others 
thar they might not be diftinguifhed, from thofe. who; approved 
the beft. No one was fo bold at that, Time as. to, contradict 
the making of a Settlernent 3! nor did ‘thofe very; Men, who had 
been: the Male¢ontents, know avhat ‘to fay, for themfelves; but 

bewhiag ' Hernan 


Boox II. of Mexico, or New Sparn. 93 


Hernan Cortex, admitted of fuch Excufes as they could offer, 
without enquiring further into the Affair, laying that up for a 
better Opportunity. 

Ir happened at this Time, that whilft Bernal Diaz del Caftillo; 
with another Soldier, were Centinels at one of the Avenues, 
they {py’d five Indians coming along the Way next the Sea-fide, 
towards the Quarters, and thinking them too {mall a Number 
to alarm the Army, they fuffer’d them to draw near. They 
{topp'd at a little Diftance, and gave to underftand by Signs, 
that they came in a peaceable Manner with a Meflage to their 
General. Bernal Diag went with them, leaving his Comrade in 
the fame Poft to obferve if any more followed. Hernan Cortex 
received them very civilly, ordering them to be well. treat- 
ed before he heard them, and obferved they feem’d to be of 
another Nation, as differing from the Mexicans in their Habic, 
though like them they had Rings in their Ears and Lips, with 
Jewels hanging to them ; which, tho’ they were of Gold, were a 
Deformity, inftead of an Ornament. 

Tuer Language alfo had a different Sound ; till Aguilar and 
Donna Marina coming, it appear’d that they fpoke in a different 
Idiom ; and it was good Luck that one of them underftood, and 
with fome Difficulty pronounced the Mexican Language; by 
which Means, and not without fome Trouble, it appeared, 
that they were fent by the Lord of Zempoala (a Province at a 
{mall Diftance) to vilic the Captain of thofe valiant People, 
whofe great Actions in the Province of Tabafco. had reached his 
Ears; and being a warlike Prince, and a Friend to brave Men, 
he defired his Friendfhip, very much magnifying the Value 
their Matter had for good Soldiers, as one who doubted leaft 
they fhould attribute that to his Fear, which founded better as 
the Effect of his Inclination. 

HERNAN CORTEZ very courteoufly accepted of the. good 
Correfpondence and Friendthip propofed. to him on the Part of 
their Cazique, looking on it as a particular Favour of Heaven, 
that this Embafly fhould arrive at a Time when the Mexicans 
had left him, of whom he was now grown, jealous ;. and he 
put the more Value upon it, when he underftood that the Pro- 
vince of Zempoala was in the Road to that Place, which’ Franeifco 
de Montejo difcovered from the Coaft, whither he was then 
thinking to-remove his Quarters. He afked. the Indians fome 
Queftions, to inform himfelf of the Inclination and Forces of 

the Cazique. One of them was, how it came to pafs, that 
they (being fo near) had {fo long delayed coming with. this Pro- 
polal. To which they anfwered, that thofe of Zempoala had 
Bb nothing 
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nothing to do where the Mexicans appeared, whole Cruelties 
were ill brooked by thofe of their Nation. | 
Tuts Intelligence was not difagreeable to Hernan Cortex ; and 
diving farther into it with fome Curiolity, he underftood that 
Motezuma was a cruel Prince, abhorred for his Pride and Tyran- 
ny ; that many of his People were fubject out of Fear ; and 
that fome Provinces thereabouts were defirous to free themfelves 
fom his Yoke. ‘This made his Power appear the lefs formida- 
ble ; and feveral Sorts of Stratagems came into his Head, and 
Means of encreafing his Army, which gave him fome fort of 
confufed Encouragement. The firft that occurrd, was to take 
Part with thofe affi€ted People ; and that it would not be difh- 
cult or unreafonable to form a Party againft a Tyrant among 
his own Rebels. So he reafoned then; and it fell out afters 
wards accordingly, it being verified (by a frelh Example) in 
the Ruin of that fo powerful an Empire, that the greatelt 
Strength of a King confifts in the Love of his Subjects. He 
immediately difmifs’d thofe Indians with fome Gifts, in Token — 
of Friendfhip ; and told them he would foon go and pay their 
Mafter a Vifit, in order to eftablifh a Friendfhip, and ftand by 
him, in cafe he fhould have any Occafion for his Affiftance. 
His Intent was to pafs through that Province, and take a 
View of Quiabiflan, where he had Thoughts of fixing his firlt 
Settlement, by Reafon of the good Account he had received of 
its Fertility. But it behov’d him for other Ends, which were 
then in Agitation, to haften the forming of his {mall Corpora- 
tion in thofe very Quarters, altho’ he was to remove the Peo- 
ple to a Place more commodious. He communicated his Refo- 
‘lution with thofe Captains that were his Confidents; and ha- 
ving, by this Means, fmoothed the Way for what he had to pro- 
pofe, he aflembled the Men, in order to name the Officers of 
the new Government. At which fhort Conference, thole who 
were acquainted with the Mind of Cortez prevailed; and Alonfo 
Hernandez Portocarrero, and Francifco de Montejo, were appointed 
Alcaldes ; Alonfo Davila, Pedro and Alonfo de Alvarado, and Gon- 
zalo de Sandoval were Regidores: The chief Alguazil and Pro- 
curator-General were Juan de Efealante and Francifeo Alvarez 
Chico. ‘They alfo appointed the Clerk of the Council, with 
other inferior Officers ; and having taken the accuftomed Oath, 
to obferve Reafon and Juftice, according to their Duty, for 
the greater Service of God and the King, they took Poflef- 
fion, and began to exercife their Employments with the accutto- 
med Solemnity, calling their new Settlement by the Name of 
Villa Rica de la Vera Cruz, which Title it preferved in the fame 
: | Place 
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Place where it was fixed, being called Villa Rica, in Remem- 
brance of the Gold they had feen in that Country, and that of 
La Vera Cruz, in Acknowledgement of their landing there on 
the Friday of the Crofs, or Good-Friday. } } 

HERNAN CoRTEZ was prefent at thefe Functions, as one of 
that Corporation, appearing then as a private Perfon among 
the reft of the Inhabicants: And tho’ he could not eafily lay 
alide that Kind of Superiority which is wont to confift in the 
Refpect which others pay, he endeavoured to {upport the Au- 
thority of thele new Minifters, by the Refpett he paid them, 
thereby to induce the reft the better to obey them. Which 
fort of Modeity was founded upon Policy ; for the Authority 
of that Council, and the Submiffion of thofe that were under 
them, was of much Confequence to him, to the End that the 
Sword of Juftice, and the Voice of the People, might {upply 
the Defect of his Military JurifdiGtion, which refided in him by 
Delegation from Diego Velafquez, and was, in Truth, revoked, 
and then ftood upon too weak a Foundation to enter upon fo 
dificult an Enterprize : A Defect which gave him great Trou- 
ble; for he was obliged very often to diflemble with thofe that 
obeyed him, and was check’d in his own Refolution of 
making others obey. 


PEAS Biienes Vill. 


Hernan Cortez (zu the firft Council which was held 
at Vera Cruz) renounces the Title of Captain-Gene- 
ral, which he held from Diego Velafquez ; and 
the Town and People elect him anew. 


¥] H E next Day in the Morning the Council met, uin- 
dér Colour of confulting about fome Points relating 
Fe) to the Prefervation and Augmentation of their new 

eI Settlement; and foon after Hernan Cortex defired Ad- 
mittance to propofe an Affair of the fame Sort. ‘The Council 
rofé up to receive him ; and he paying his Refpetls to the Ma- 
siftracy of the Town, went and took his Seat immediately next 
to the firft Regidor, and {poke to this Effect. 


GENTLEMEN, 
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GENTLEMEN, “ Since, by the Mercy of God, we have in this 


“ Council the Perfon of the King reprefented, before whom we 


(44 
(<4 


66 


ought to difcover our Hearts, and {peak without Artifice, 
which is the Vaflalage, wherein Men of Worth pay him the 
greateft Acknowledgement ; I come into your Prefence, as if 
I appeared before his, without any other Defign than that 
of his Service, in which fort of Zeal you will allow me the 
Ambition of not being your inferior. You are confidering 
of the Means of eftablifhing this new Corporation, happy al- 
ready in depending upon your Direction. It will not be fo- 
reign to the Purpofe to inform you of my Thoughts and Re- 
folutions, that you may not att upon any ill-founded Sup- 
pofitions, which may cblige you to reafon afrefh, and take 
new Meafures. This Town, which to Day begins to rife un- 
der the Protection of your Government, is founded in a 
Country unknown, and full of People, where we have al- 
ready feen fome Signs of Refiftance, futhcient to make us believe 
that we are engaged in a difficult Enterprize, where we ‘hall 
ftand in equal Need of Heads and Hands, and where very 
often Force muft profecute what Prudence has began. This 
is not a Time to depend on politick Maxims, or unarmed 
Counfels. Your firlt Care muft be to preferve this Army, 
which ferves you as a Rampart; and ’tis my firlt Duty to in- 
form you, that it is not at this Time in fuch a Condition as 
is requifite to entruft it with our Security, and our Hopes. 
You very well know, that I command this Army, without 
any other Commiflion than by the Appointment of Diego 
Velafquex ; which was recall’d foon after it had been given 
me. I lay afide the Injury he did me by his Miftruft, as be- 
ing another Affair: But I cannot deny, but that the Military 
Power, which we fo much ftand in need of, is lodged at pre- 
{ent in me, contrary to the Inclination of him who gave it, 
and is founded on a Title of Force, which cannot conceal the 
Weaknefs of its Original. The Soldiers are not ignorant of 
this Defeét; nor am I fo mean fpirited, as to defire to 
command them with fuch Authority as may be queftioned : 
Nor is the Enterprize we have in hand of fuch.a Nature, as 


to enter upon it with an Army that rather obeys out of mere 


Cuftom, than for that it is under a reafonable Obligation of 
Obedience. It belongs to you, Gentlemen, to. apply the Re- 
medy to this Inconveniency; and the Council which at. pre- 
fent reprefents our King, may, in his Royal Name, , provide 
for the Government of his Troops, by chufing a Perfon free 
from fuch Exceptions. There are feveral Perfons in this Army 

| “ capable 
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“capable of that Employment ; and it will be much better 
“ bettow’d on any one that may -have another Sort of Au- 
“thority, or that may receive it at your Hands. I, from this 
“ Moment, quit all Right which could accrue to me by Poflef: 


“fion, and deliver back into your Hands the Title by which I 


“have held it, that you may confider with all imaginable 
“Freedom upon your Election: And I can affure you that all 
“my Ambition folely tends to promote the good Succefs of 
“‘ our Undertaking ; and that I can, without offering the leatt 
“ Violence to my felf, take up a Pike with that Hand which 
“ Jays down the Staff of a General; for if in War Men learn 
“ to command by obeying, there are alfo Cafes, in which ha- 
“ ving commanded, teaches them how to obey.” } 
Tuts faid, he threw upon the Table the Commiflion given 
him by Diego Velafquez, kils'd the Truncheon, and delivering 
it into the Hands of the Alcaldes, retired to his Barrack. It is 
likely he was under no Unealinefs about the Event ; for he 
had fo difpofed Matters, that he adventured but little in the 
Refolution. But it muft be confefs’d, that the Remark was 
much like a Gentleman, and no lefs commendable the Art he 


ufed to fupply the Defect in his Authority. The Council 


foon refolv’d upon the Election ; for fome, it is likely, had 
confidered what they were to propofe, and others had nothing 
to reply. They all voted to admit the Refignation of Cortez ; 
but that he ought to be obliged to take upon him the Com- 


mand of the Army again; the Town giving him his Com- 


million in the Name of the King, during the Time, and in 
the Interim, until His Majefty fhould otherwife order. And 
they refolved to communicate the new Election to the People, 
either to fee how they would receive it, or that indeed they 
were fatisfied of their Approbation. 

Tue People were called together by the Voice of a 
Cryer; and the Renunciation of Cortez publithed, with the Re- 
folution of the Council: And they received {uch Applaufe as 


was either hoped or concerted. Great were the Acclamations 


and Rejoicings of the People. Some congratulated the Council 
on their good Election : Others demanded Cortex, as if he had 


been denied them: And ifany were of a contrary Opinion, they 


either diflembled their Content by Acclamations, or took care 


‘not to be remarkable by their Silence. This Work being over, 


the Alcaldes and Regidores went with the greateft Part of thole 
Soldiers (who now reprefented the Town’s People) to the Quar- 
ters of Hernan Cortex, and acquainted him, That the Town of 


Villa Rica de la Vera Cruz had, in the Name of the King Dow 
: Cc Carlos, 
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Carlos, with the Confent and Approbation of the Inhabitants, 
sn full Council, chofen and appointed him General of the Ar- 
my of New Spain ; and in cafe it were neceflary, did require and 
command him totake upon him that Poft, it being convenient for 
the publick Good of the ‘Town, and his Majefty’s greater Service. 
Hernan CorTez accepted the new Command (for fo he 
called it, to diftinguifh it even by Name from that which he 
had renounced) with great Civility and Refpect; and now began 
to govern the Troops with another kind of Authority and inward 
Security, which had its Bffet in the Obedience of the Soldiers. 
Tur Dependents upon Diego Velafquex relented this Alcera- 
tion in a very indifcreet Manner ; for they could not difginte 
their Vexation, nor would they give way to the Current which 
they were not able to {tem. They endeavoured to invalidate the 
Authority of the Council, and cait Reflections on Cortex, blaming 
his Ambition, and talking with Contempt of thofe that were 
deceived, and did not know it. And as Scandal has its hidden 
Poifon, and an unknown Power over the Inclination of the 
Ears, it {fpread in their Converfations, where there wanted not 
fome who hearken’d to, and endeavoured to foment it. 
HerNAN CorTez did all that lay in his Power to remedy 
this Inconvenience in the Beginning, apprehending it “might oc- 
cafion fome Commotion among People who were eafily ftirred 
up. He had already found by Experience how little his Patierice 
avail’d, and that gentle Means produc’d contrary Effects, ren- 
dring the Evil worle; and therefore refolv’d to make ufe of Se- 
verity, which generally has the beft Effet upon the mfolent. 
He ordered Diego de Ordax, Pedro Efcudero, and ‘fuan Velaf- 
quex, de Leon, to be feized, publickly carried on Board the Fleet, 
and put in Irons. ‘This Acton ftruck a great Terror into the 
Troops ; and it, was his Delign to improve it, declaring in a‘very 
politive and relolute Manner, that he feized them’‘as feditious 
Perfons, and Difturbers of the publick Peace ; and that ‘he 
would proceed again{t them, and make them pay for their Ob- 
ftinacy with the Lofs of their Heads. In which'Severity,' whe- 
ther real or affected, he continu’d fome Days, without’ procéed- 
ing to the Rigor, of Jultice : ‘For he rather’ defited’ to reform, 
than to punith them, At firft he fuffer’d none’ to go’ ‘near 
them; but afterwards he, by way of ‘Toleration, ‘permitted it, 
axtfully making ufe of, this Permiflion, to make ‘way for fome 
of his Confidents to endeavour to reduce, and bring them to 
Reafon; which in:;Time they compaffed, he fuffering himfelf to be 


pacived with {uch a Shew of Authority, that he ‘made them’ his 


Friends; and they food by him “in’all’ the “Accidents* which 
afterwards befel him. . OeHaaee, 
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GiklgtAsy Bec sV ULL 


The Spaniards march, and the Fleet fails for 
Quiabiflan. They enter Zempoala im their 
Way; where the Cazique makes them welcome , and 
they receive frefh Accounts of the T’yranntes of 
Motezuma. | 


@ S foon as the aforefaid Perfons were imprifon’d, Pe- 
dro de Alvarado was ordered out with a hundred 


Luck to perform it in that Manner, with little Trouble, At a 
fmall Diltance he came into fome Habitations, or Farms, the In- 
habitants whereof left all they had. to him, and fled into the 
Woods. ‘They found the Houfes deferted, but well provided 
with Hens, Indian Corn, and other Provifions ; and. without 
doing any Damage, either to the Houfes or their Furniture, 
the Soldiers took what they had Occafion for, as acquired by 
the Right of Neceflity, and returned to their Quarters, loaded 
and well pleated. bem! , 

Hernan Cortez immediately difpoted his March, as he had 
refolved, and the Ships: fet fail for the Bay of Qyiabiflan; and 
he followed by Land, taking the Road. of Zempoala, keeping the 
Coaft on his Right Hand, and fending out a Party before to 
difcover the Country, providing very confiderately againit all 
Accidents which might ‘happen in a Country, where Security 
might ‘be blamed as a Neglect. 

-Dwofew Hours they reached the River of Zempoala, (near 
which they afterwards founded the City of Vera Crux;) and by 
teafon it run deep, they were obliged to get fome Canoes, 
and other Vellels of Fifhermen, which they found upon the 
Shore, in which the Soldiers pafled over, making their Horfes 
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Havinc overcome this Difficulty, they arrived at fome 
Houfes in the Diftritt of Zempoala, (as they afterwards found ;) 
and they took it for no good Sign to find them, not only for- 
faken by the Indians, but alfo without either Furniture or Pro- 
vifions, betokening a premeditated and concerted Flight; only 
they left in their Temples feveral Idols, with various Inftruments, 
or Knives made of Flint, and fome miferable Remains of human 
Victims, {cattered upon the Ground, which at the fame Time 
movd Compatlion and Horror. 

Heae they firft faw (and not without Admiration) the 
Mexican Books, of which we have already made mention. 
There were three or four of them in the Temples, which, ’twas 
thought, contained the Rites of their Religion, made of a long 
Skin, or varnifhed Cloth, which they folded in equal Doub- 
lings, fo that every Fold made a Leaf, and, altogether, made 
up the Volume, like ours to the outward Appearance ; and for 
the Letters, they were written or painted with that kind of Ima- 
gery or Cyphers ufed by the Painters of Teutile. 

Tus Army was prefently quartered in the beft Houfes, and 
paffed the Night fomewhat incommodioufly, their Arms in 
Readinefs, with Centinels at a convenient Diftance, by whofe 
Watching, the reft might take fome reft. 

THe next Day they continu’d their March in the fame Or 
der, along the moft beaten Road, which turned off to the 
Weftward, leading further from the Shore; and during the 
whole Morning they faw no Perfon, of whom to gain Intelli- 
sence, nor ought but a fufpicious Solitude, whofe very Silence 
made a Noife in their Imagination, and gave them Uneatineds ; 
till entring into fome very delightful Meadows, they dilcovered 
twelve Indians, who were coming in fearch of Hernan Cortez, 
with a Prefent of Hens, and Bread made of Indian Corn, fent 
him by the Cazique of Zempoala, very earneftly entreating him 
not to fail of coming to his Town, where he had provided 
Quarters for his Men, and where he fhould be more plentifully 
entertained. 

By thefe Indians he underftood that the Cazique’s Refidence 
was at a Town one Sun’s Diftance from that Place, which,.in 
their Language, fignified the fame as one Day's, March ;° for 
they underftood not the Divifion of Leagues, but. meafured 
Dittance by Suns, counting’ the Time, and not the Paces. -'..:,' 

Correz difmifsd fix of the Indians with many ‘Thanks for 
the Prefent and Offers, keeping the other fix to dhew him the 
Way, and afk them fome Queftions; for he was not entirely 


fatisfied 
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fatisfied of the Sincerity of this kind Treatment, which being 
{fo much unlooked for, feemed the lefs to be depended on. 
Tuart Night they halted in a {mall Village thin, of Inhabi- 
tants, who feemed very defirous to entertain the Spaniards well: 
And by the Behaviour of thefe People, the Spaniards judged that 
their Nation was inclined to Peace; nor were they deceived in 
their Opinions, tho’ People are eafily inclined to flatter them- 
felves. In the Morning the Army moved towards Zempoala, 
following the Guides with all neceflary Caution ; and at the 
Declining of the Day (being now, near the Town) there came 
twenty Indians forth to receive Cortex, well drefled after their 
Fafhion; who, after having payd their Refpects, faid, Their 
Cazique did not come out with them, by reafon of fome Im- 
pediment, and had therefore fent them to pay that Refpect on 
his Part, being very defirous to be acquainted with {uch va- 
liant Guefts, and to receive into his Friendthip thofe whom 
he already held in his Efteem. | 
Tue Town was large, and of a beautiful Profpedct, fituated 
between two Rivers, which fertilized the Country, defcending 
from fome Mountains at a {mall Diftance, which were covered 
| with Trees, and of an eafy Afcent. The Buildings were of 
Stone, covered or adorn’d witha fort of Lime, very white and 
fhining, and made a pleafing and noble View at a Diftance, in- 
fomuch, that one of the Scouts, who was fent before, re- 
turn’d in hafte, crying aloud, That the Walls were of Silver ; 
which Miftake made much Sport in the Army, and, perhaps, 
fome did then believe it, who afterwards made a Jeft of his 
| Credulity. 
| THe Squares and Streets were filled with an innumerable 
Company of People, who came to fee the Entry, without any 
Arms that could give them the leaft Sufpicion, or any other 
| Noife than that which ufually proceeds from a Multitude. 
) athe Cazique came out to the Gate of his Palace ; and his Im- 
| 


pediment was a monftrous Fatnefs, which opprefled and dif- 
figured him. He drew near with fome Difficulty, fupported 
by the Arms of fome noble Indians, to whom he feemed to owe 
all his Motion. His Habit was a Mantle of fine Cotton flung 
| over his naked Body, enriched with various Jewels and Pen- 
dants, which alfo he wore in his Ears and Lips: A Prince of 
a very extraordinary Make, in whom Weight and Gravity 
agreed notably well. It was neceflary for Cortex to put a Stop 


ate 


to the laughing of the Soldiers ; and as he had Occafion to put mie 
a Reftraint upon himfelf, he gave the Order with a forced Se- oa 

verity. But as foon as the Cazique began his Difcourfe, re- ae 
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ceiving Cortex with his Arms, and welcoming the reft of the 
Captains, he thewed his good Senfe, and by the Ears gained 
the Refpett of the Eyes. He {poke to the Purpofe, and thort- 
ned his Compliments with Refpect and Difcretion, bidding Cor- 
tez retire to Reft after his Journey, and quarter his Men; after 
which he would vifit him in his Quarters, and talk more at Lei- 
{ure about their common Interetts. 

He had provided Quarters in {quare Courts, which had ma- 
ny great Chambers, where they were all accommodated with 
faficient Room, and plentifully furnifh’d with all they had 
Occafion for. After which the Cazique made way for his Vilit, 
by fending a Prefent of Jewels of Gold, and other Curiolities, 
to the Value of about two thoufand Pefo’s, and foon after 
came himfelf, with a fplendid Attendance, in a Chair carried on 
the Shoulders of the Chief of his Family ; and at that Time, it 
is likely, the ftrongeft, had that Honour. Cortex went forth to 
receive him, attended by his Captains; and siving him the 
Precedence, and the Right Hand, retired with him and _ his In- 
terpreters; for he thought it convenient to talk to him without 
Witnefles. After having made him the ufual Speech, about 
the Intent of his Coming, the Grandeur of his King, and the 
Errors of Idolatry, he proceeded to tell him, That one of the 
Defigns of thofe valiant Troops was to redrefs Wrongs, punifh 
Violence, and to take Part with Juftice and Reafon ; having 
touch’d upon that Point on purpofe to draw him in, by Degrees, 
to complain of Moteguma, and to difcover (according to the In- 
formation he had received) what Advantages might be expected 
from that Mifunderftanding. It prefently appear'd, by the 
Change of his Countenance, that he had touched the Sore ; 
and before he refolved on an Anfwer, he began to igh, as one 
concerned at the Difficulty of complaining ; but he overcame 
his Paffion, and breaking out into Lamentations of his Unhap- 
pinefs, told him, That all the Caziques of the neighbouring 
Countries were under a miferable and fhameful Slavery, groan- 
ing under the Opprettions and Tyrannies of Motexuma, without 
fufficient Force to free themfelves, or Courage to think on a 
Remedy ; that he caufed himfelf to be ferved and adored by 
his Subjects like one of his Gods; and would have his Violences 
and Injuries reverenced like the Decrees of Heaven: But that it 
was not his Defign to engage him in adventuring to {upport 
them, becaufe Motexuma was too powerful and {trong for him 
to refolve (on fo {mall Obligation) to declare himfelf his Ene- 
my ; nor would it be civil in him to ask his Friendfhip, and 
fell fo {mall a Service at fo great a Price. | 

HERNAN 
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HERNAN CoRTEZ endeavoured to comfort him, letting him 
know that he fhould little regard Motezuma’s Power, having Heas 
ven on his fide, and a natural Predominancy over Tyrants ; but 
that he was obliged to pafs on to Qutabiflan, where the Op- 
prefled and Needy fhould find him, and all who, having Rea- 
fon on their fide, ftood in need of his Arms; which fel elk 
communicate to his Friends and Confederates ; afluring Man 
all, that Motegwma fhould ceafe to opprefs them, or fhould not 
be able to compafs his End, while he undertook their Defence. 
With this they both took Leave, and Hernan Cortex prepared 
for his March, having gained the good Will of that Cazique, 
extremely well pleafed within himfelf at the happy Profpect 
of his Defigns, which from thofe far diftant Views in his Ima- 
gination, began now to appear poflible. 


Ce EL ASPs ATX. 


The Spaniards purfue theer March from ‘Zempoala 
to Quiabiflan. Aa Account of what paffed at 
their Entrance into that Town; where they fimd 
frelh Relations of the Uneafine/s of thofe Provinces ; 
and they take fix of Motezuma’s Officers. 


HEN the Army was ready to march, they found 
four hundred Indians of Burden provided to carry 
their Cloak-Bags and Provilions, and to help to cons 

=| duét the Artillery; which was a very great Eafe to 
the Soldiers, and look’d upon as an extraordinary Refpect of the 
Cazique, till they underftood from Donna Marina, that among 
thofe Lords of Vaffals it was a common Prattice to affift the 
Armies of their Allies with that fort of human Baggage-Car- 
riers, which in their Language they called Tamenes, and were 
wont to travel five or fix Leagues with two or three Arrobas, that 
is, half or three Quarters of an hundred Weight. ‘The Country 
they were entring upon, was pleafant and delightful, Part of it co- 
vered with great Trees, and the reft cultivated with Grain; at 
which Sight the Spaniards went on chearful and diverted, re- 
joicing at their good Fortune in marching over fo plentiful 


4 Country. At the Setting of the Sun, they found themfelves 
near 
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near a little Village, unpeopled, where they ftaid: to avoid’ the 
Inconveniency of entring Quiabiflan by Night, at which they 
arrived the next Day by Ten in the Morning. io 

Tue Buildings appeared-at a large Diftance on. an Eminence 
of Rocks; whichfeemed:to.ferve inftead’ of a\ Wall; a Situation 
naturally ftrong; the Avenues’ narrow, and fteep, which: they 
found without Refiftance, yet they entered with Difiiculvy. 

Tue Cazique had retired with the Inhabitants; to:ditcover 
at a Diftance the Intentions of our People; and the Treops 
took pofleflion of the Town, without finding any Perlon from 
whom they could get the leaft Information, till coming toa 
Square, where the Indians had their Temples, there came out 
fourteen or fifteen Indians to meet them, handfomely drefled 
after their Manner, with Abundance of Cringes and Perfumes, 
continuing their Civilities for fome Time, with an affected Se- 
curity and Civility, endeavouring to cover their Fear with, Re- 
foect, and Motions of the Mind, which are pretry much alike im 
Appearance, and hard to be diftinguifhed. Hernan Cortex en- 
couraged them by his Carefles, and gave them fome Beads of 
blue and green Glafs;-a fort of Coin; which, for the Effects 
it had, began to be valued even.among thole who knew it. With 
which good Treatment they recovered from the Fright which they 
diffembled, and gave him to underftand, that their Cazique had 
withdrawn himfelf to avoid, beginning a War, by putting himfelf 
on.his Defence, or adventuring his Perfon, by trufting to armed 
Troops which he did not know ; and by.that Example it was 
impollible to hinder the Flight of the Inhabitants, who were 
under lefs Obligations to run themfelves into Danger; an Ac- 
tion to which they had offered themfelves, as being People of 
better Fafhion and greater Boldnefs: But that as foon as, they 
fhould be fenfible of the Goodnefs of fuch honourable Guefts, 
they would immediately return to their Houfes, and account 
it a very great Happinefs to ferve and obey them. Hernan 
Cortex gave them frefh Affurances; and whiltt they were gone 
with this News, he gave {trict Orders to the Soldiers to ‘treat 
the Indians well; who fhewed the Confidence they had in the 
Spaniards {o quickly, that that very Night fome Families re- 
turned, and in a little Time the Town was filled with its Inha- 
bitants. 

Some Time after the Cazique returned, bringing with him 
the Cazique of Zempoala to befriend him. ‘They both came in 
Litters on the Shoulders of Men. He of Zempoala made a hand- 
fome Excufes for his Neighbour; and after fome fhort Difcourte 
they themfelves introduced their Complaints of Motexuma, 
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recounting with great Warmth, and fometimes with Tears, his 
Tyrannies and Cruelties, the Mifery of their People, and De- 
{pair of their Nobles; to which the Cazique of Zempoala added 
as the utmoft Aggravation; “This Monfter is fo proud and fierce; 
“ that befides his empoverifhing us by his Tributes, and raifing 
“ his Wealth out of our Calamities, he likewife invades che 
“ Houfes of his Subjects, taking forcibly from us both our 
“‘ Wives and Daughters, {taining with their Blood the Altars of 
“< his Gods, after having facrificed them firit to other Ufes more 
“ cruel, and lefs honeft.” yy 

HERNAN CorTEZ endeavoured to comfort and difpofe them 
for entring into a Confederacy with him; but at the Time that 
he was enquiring into their Strength, and the Number of Peo- 
ple that would take Arms in Defence of their Liberty, two or 
three Indians came in, who feemed in a very great Fright; and 
whifpering them in the Ears, put them into {uch Confution, 
that they rofe up, lofing both Courage and Colour, and went 
haftily away, without fo much as taking Leave, or making an end 
of their Difcourfe. The Caufe of their Diforder was prefently 
known, for fix Officers, or Royal Commiflaries, fuch as went 
about the Kingdom to gather Motexwma’s Tributes pads'd before 
the Spaniards Quarters. They were adorned with Abundance 
of Feathers, and Pendants of Gold on fine clean Cotton Cloths, 
with a fufficient Number of Servants and inferior Officers, who 
moving great Fans, made of Feathers, fann’d their Matters to 
cool them, or officioufly fhaded them from the Sun, as Occafion 
requird. Cortez went out to the Gate with his Captains to fee 
them; and they pafs’d on, without paying him any Refpett, 
with a Countenance that fhewed Indignation and Contempt ; 
which Pride difpleafed fome of the Soldiers fo much, that they 
would have chaftifed them, had they not been withheld by 
Cortez, who refted fatisfied at that Time with fending Donna 
Marina, with a fufficient Guard, to inform herfelf of what they 
were doing. 

By this Means they came to underftand, that after having 
f{eated themfelves in the Town-Houfe, they fummoned the 
Caziques to appear before them, and reprimanded them pub- 
lickly, and very fharply for their Boldnefs in admitting Strangers 
into their Town, who were Enemies to their King; and there- 
fore, befides the ordinary Service, to which they were obliged, 
they demand twenty Indians to facrifice to their Gods, asa Satif- 
faGtion and Attonement for fuch a Crime. 

Hernan Cortez fent for the two Caziques by fome Sol- 
diers, who had Orders, without any Noife, to bring them 2 

Ee , 1S 


106 ‘The Hiftory of the Conquest Book IL 


his Prefence ; when letting them know that he faw into their 
moft hidden Defigns, the better to authorize his Propofal by 
this Myftery, told them, That he was well acquainted with the 
Violence of thofe Commiflaries, who, without any other Crime 
than their having admitted his Troops, endeavoured to impofe 
on them new Tributes of human Blood; that it was no Time 
then for fuch Abominations, nor would he fuffer them to 
obey fuch horrid Commands in his Prefence ; but, on the con- 
trary, lie ordered them, without fail, to call their People about 
them, and feize them, and leave him to maintain what they had 
done by his Advice. gti | 

Tue Caziques were at a ftand, refufing to execute fuch a 
bold Command, as being grown mean {pirited by conftant Ufe 
of enduring the Smarts, and even honouring the Rod: But 
Hernan Cortez repeated his Order with {o much Refolution, 
that they immediately went to execute it; and with great Ap- 
plaufe of the Indians they feized the Minifters of Morexuma, 
whom they put in a kind of Pillories, ufed in their Prifons, and 
very itcommodious; for they held the Delinquents by the 
Neck, obliging them continually to do their utmoft with their 
Shoulders to eafe the Weight, for the Freedom of breathing. 
It was very pleafant to fee how proud and elevated the Ca- 
ziques returned to give an Account of their noble Action; for 
they thought to execute them the fame Day, and make them 
after the Punifhments affigned by their Laws to Traytors 5 and 
feeing that would not be permitted, they defired at leaft to fa- 
crifice them to their Gods, as if it wete a kind of Grace. 

Tue Prifoners being fecured with a fufficient Number of 
Spanifb Soldiers, Hernan Cortex retired to his Quarters, and be- 
gan to conlider with himfelf what was to be done in order to 
difentangle himfelf from the Difficulty he was in, of protecting 
and defending the Caziques from the Danger that threat- 
ned them for having obeyed him; but he was not willing quite 
to provoke Motexuma, but ftill to keep him in Sufpence. 

He did not altogether like taking up Arms in Defence of 
Subjects complaining againit their King, and to lay afide his De- 
figns of Peace, without Provocation, or a better Pretence. On 
the other hand, he confidered it as a very neceflary Point, to 
maintain that Party which was beginning to form, in cafe he 
fhould happen to want them. In fine, ‘he held it moft conve- 
nient to manage with Motezuma, by making a Merit of fufpend- 
ing the Effects of that DifrefpeG, and fhewing that at leait ‘he 
would fo far diftharge himfelf, as not to foment the Sedition, 
nor draw any Advantage from it to himfelf, until the laft Ne- 
ceffity. | THE 
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Tue Refult of thefe Reflexions (which kept him fome Hours 
awake) was, to fend at Midnight for two of the Prifoners with 
all poflible Privacy: And after receiving them courteoufly, he 
told them, (as one defirous they fhould not attribute to him 
what they had fuffered,) that he had fent for them in order to 
fet them at Liberty ; and that as they’received it folely from 
his Hands, they might aflure their Prince, he would endeavour 
very fhortly to fend the reft of their Companions who remain- 
ed in the Power of the Caziques, whom he would endeavour to 
make fenfible of their Fault, and perform all that fhould be moft 
for his Service; for that he was defirous of Peace, and to de- 
ferve, by his Refpects and Adtions, all the Remarks of Grati- 
tude that were due to the Ambaflador and Minifter of fo great 
a Prince. 

Tue Indians durft not fet out on their Journey, for fear of 
being kall’d, or taken by the Way; and he was forced to give 
them a Guard of Spani/b Soldiers, who conveyed them to the 
next Bay, where the Ships lay, and one of the Boats was order- 
ed to land them beyond the Diftrict of Zempoala. 

Tue Caziques came in the Morning much frghtned and 
troubled for the Efcape of the two Prifoners ; and Hernan Cortez 
receiv'd the News with Signs of Surprife and Concern, blaming 
their Want of Vigilance ; and upon this Pretence he ordered in 
their Prefence, that the reft fhould be carried on board the Fleet, 
as defiring to take upon himfelf the. Care of their Imprifon- 
ment ; but he privately ordered the Sea-Officers to treat them 
well, and to keep them fatisfied and fafe ; by which he gained 
the Confidence of the Caziques, without difobliging of Mote- 
zuma, whofe Power, fo much cried up and dreaded among thofe 
Indians, made him careful how he adted. After this manner 
he endeavoured to provide for every thing, keeping up the dif- 
contented Party, without engaging himfelf too far, and {till keep- 
ing in View all Accidents which might oblige him to fupport it: 
A great Mafter in adjufting his Defigns and Sufpicions. And 
he is a prudent General who knows how to provide before- 
hand againft Accidents, and, by Forefight, leflen the Force and 
Unexpectednefs of Events. 
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The Caziques of the Mountains come to Jubmit, and 
offer thew Service to Cortez. The Spaniards 
build the Town of VeraCruz, and put it m a 
Pofture of Defence. New Ambafjadors arrive 
there from Motezuma. 


HE Benignity and good Behaviour of the Spaniards 
towards their Allies, was quickly divulged thro’ all 
the Diftrids thereabouts ; and the two Caziques of 
. Zempoala and Quiabiflan gave Notice to all their 
Friends and Confederates of the Happinefs they enjoyed, being 
freed from Impofitions, and their Liberty fecured by the Pro- 
tection of a People invincible, who knew the very Thoughts of 
Men, and feemed of a fuperior Nature. Upon this Report's 
{preading, which Fame (as is ufual) magnifying, Truth became 
confounded with overmuch Addition: It was faid publickly 
among thofe People, that their Gods were come down to Quia- 
biflan, darting Lightning again{t Motexuma; the which Credulity 
lafted fome Time among the Indians, and caufed a Veneration, 
tho’ ill founded, which very much facilitated the Beginnings of 
this Conqueft. Nor were they altogether wide of the ‘Truth, 
in efteeming thofe {ent from Heaven, who by its Decree and 
Appointment, came to be the Inftruments of their Salvation : 
A Notion proceeding from their Ignorance, in which there 
might be fome Mixture of a fuperior Light, difpenfed in’ Fa- 
vour of their Sincerity. : 

Tuis Opinion’ of the Spaniards did fo encreafe, and the 
Name of Liberty founded fo well in the Ears of the Opprefled, 
that in a few Days there came to Qwiabiflan above thirty Ca- 
ziques, Lords of the Mountain that was in fight, which had 
numerous Settlements of Indians, called Totonaques, a ruttick 
People, of different Languages and Cuftoms, but ftrong, and 
valuing themfelves upon their Courage. They all paid their 
Obedience, offered their Troops, and, in the Form propofed to 
them, fwore Fidelity and Vaflalage to the King of Spain, of 
which a folemn Act was made before the Secretary of the 
Council. 
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Council. Antonio de Herrera {ays, that the Troops offered by 
thofe Caziques exceeded the Number of a hundred trhoufand 
Men. Bernal Diax del Caffillo doth not relate it ; nor were the - 
ever lifted. The Number, it is likely, was very great, the Set- 
tlements being many, and the People eafily ftirred up againit 
Motexuma, ef{pecially for that the Mountatnous Country con- 
fifted of Warlike Indians, lately fubdw’d, or not quite con- 
quered. 

Tus kind of Confederacy being made, the Caziques return- 
ed to their Houfes, ready to do as they fhould be commanded; 
and Hernan Cortez refolv’d to fettle the Town of Villa Rica de la 
Cruz, which, till then moved with the Army, tho’ they ob- 
ferved the Diftinctions of Government. They pitch’d upon the 
Plain between the Sea and Qwiabiflan, half a League from that 
Town; a Land which invited with its Fertility, abounding in 
Water, and having great Plenty of Trees, which lay commo- 
dious for the Cutting of Timber for the Buildings. They laid the 
Foundations, beginning with the Church. The handicraft Men 
were diftributed, Carpenters and Mafons, who came with Sol- 
diers Pay; and the Indians of Zempoala and Quiabiflan aflifting 
with equal Skill and Activity. The Houfes began to rife; mean as 
to ArchiteClure, rather for a Covering, than any Commodioufneds. 
They prefently drew the Compafs of the Wall with Travefles of 
itrong Mud Work, a fufficient Defence againft the Weapons of the 
Indians ; and in that Country it might be properly called a For- 
trefs. The principal Officers of the Army help’d to carry on 
the Work, applying both their Hands and Shoulders to it; and 
Hernan Cortex work’d as the reft, feeming to fet himfelf a 
Tafk, not fatisfied with the fcanty Diligence which is fuff- 
cient in a Superior to fet a good Example. 

Iw the mean time they received at Mexico the firft Advice 
of the Spaniards being received in Zempoala by that Cazique, 
a Man, in their Opinion, of fufpected Fidelity, and the neigh- 
bouring Places little to be depended on: Which Account fo pro- 
voked, Motexuma, that he propofed to join his Forces, and march 
out in Perfon to chattife this Offence of the Zempoalans, and 
put the reft of the Mountain Nations under his Yoke; taking 
the Spaniards alive, whom he had already in his Imagination 
defigned for a folemn Sacrifice to his Gods. | 

Burt at the fame Time that they began to make great Prepara- 
tions for this Enterprize; the two Indians, whom Cortex had 
difpatched from Quiabiflan, arrived at Mexico, and gave an Ac- 
count of their Imprifonment; and that they owed their Li- 
berty to the Captain of the Strangers, who had fent them to 
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reprefent how much he defired Peace, and how far it was from 
his Intentions to do him any Diflervice; extolling his Courtely 
and Mildnefs with fo much Weight, that it might be per- 
ceived by the Praifes they gave Cortez, how much they had 
feared the Caziques. 

Urown this the Face of Affairs was changed: The Anger of 
Motexwma was mitigated, Preparations tor War ceafed, and they 
determined again to try the Way of Negotiation, endeavouring 
to divert Cortex from his Deligns with a new Embafly and Pre- 
fent, to which Meafures he eafily inclined; for in the Midit of 
his Anger and Pride he could not forget the Signals of Heaven, 
and the Anfwers of his Idols, which he looked on as evil 
Omens of his Undertaking, or at leaft, they obliged him to de- 
lay the Breach, endeavouring to qualify his Fear after fuch a 
Manner, that it fhould be taken for an Effect of his Prudence, 
and Redpett for his Gods. 

Txts Embafly arrived, when they had almoft perfected the 
new Settlement and Fortrefs of Vera Cruz. With the Embafly 
came two Youths, Nephews to Moteguma, attended by four 
antient Caziques who govern’d them as Countellors, and added 
to their Authority by the Refpect they paid them. The Atten- 
dance was {plendid ; and they brought a Prefent of Gold, Fea- 
thers, and Cotton, worth about two thoufand Pieces of Eight. 
The Meflage the Ambafladors delivered, was, That the great 
Emperor Motexuma having been informed of the Ditobedience 
of thofe Caziques, and their Infolence in taking and mifuting 
his Officers, had provided a powerful Army to come in Perfon 
to chaftife them; which he had fufpended, that he might not 
be obliged to break with the Spaniards, whofe Friendihip he 
defired, and whofe Captain he was obliged to efteem, and ac- 
knowledge the Refpect he had {hewn in fending him his two 
Servants, whom he had releafed from fo cruel an Imprifon- 
ment 3 but that tho’ he durft entirely rely upon him for refte- 
ring their Companions to their Liberty, yet he could not but 
complain in a friendly Manner, that fo valiant and wife a Man 
fhould think fit to live among his Rebels, making them more 
infolent under the Shelter of his Arms: And as the making of 
Traytors bold, was little lefs than approving the Tyeafon, he 
did requeft him upon that Confideration immediately to leave 
that Country, that he might punifh them without Breach of 
his Friendfhip. And with the fame Sincerity of Heart he ad- 
monifh’d him not to think of pafling on to his Court, for that 
the Impediments and Dangers of that Journey were very great. 

| On 
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On which Point they enlarged with a myfterious Tedioufnels, 
this being the principal Point of their Inflructions. 

Hernan Correz received the Embafly and Prefent with 
great Refpeck ; and before he returned his Anfwer, he ordered 
the four imprifoned Officers to come in, whom he had purpofe- 
ly fent for from on board the Fleet; and, gaining the good 
Will of the Ambafladors, with delivering them up, well treated 
and thankful, he told them, That the Error committed by the 
Caziques of Zempoala and Quiabiflan, was amended by the Res 
itutions of thofe Officers; and that he was highly pleated 
with the Opportunity of fhewing his Refpect by that Action, 
and giving Motexuma that Girt Proof of his Obedience: That 
he could not but own the Infolence of that Imprifonment, tho’ 
it might in fome meafure be excufed by the Extravagancy of the 
Officers themfelves, who, not content with the ordinary Tr- 
butes due to the Crown, had of their own Authority demanded 
twenty Indians for their Sacrifices, a cruel Propofition, and an 
Abufe which the Spaniards could not fuffer, being bred in ano- 
ther Religion of greater Piety and Regard to human Nature: 
That he found himfelf obliged to thofe Caziques for admitting 
and entertaining him in their Lands, when his Governors Teutile 
and Pilpatoe difcourteoully abandoned him, failing in Point of Hot- 
pitalicy and the Law of Nations; an AGtion done, inall likelihood, 
without Motezuma’s Orders, and which he believed would be 
difpleafing to him, or at leaft, he underftood it fo; but that ha- 
ving nothing but Peace in view, he did not delire to aggravate 
Matters by his Complaints: ‘That neither that Country nor the 
Totonaque Mountainiers fhould move to his Diflervice, neither 
would he permit it; for the Caziques were at his Devotion, 
and would not tranfgrefs his Orders; for which Reafon he was 
obliged to interceed for them, that he would pardon what they 
had done to his Officers, and for having admitted and lodged 
his Troops: That for the reft he could only fay, that when he 
fhould be fo happy as to appear in his Prefence, he would 
make known the Importance of his Embafly, without any Re- 
gard to the Impediments and Dangers which threaten’d him; 
for that the Spaniards were unacquainted with Fear, and Ob- 
ftacles only induc’d them to go on, being a People ennured to 
Dangers, and ufed to feck for Glory amid{t the greateft Dif_i- 
culties. ) 

Wits this fhort and refolute Speech, (in which the Con- 
ftancy of Hernan Cortex is to be obferved, and the Art with 
which he endeavoured to fet a Value upon his Intentions,) he 


anfwered the Ambafladors, who departed much carefs’d, and 
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rich in Caffillian Trifles, carrying for their King, as a Prefent, 
another Treafure of the fame kind. 

Iv was obferved that the Ambafladors went away diflatisfied, 
for not having obtained the Retreat of the Spaniards, which 
was the Point all their Endeavours tended to. The Spaniards 
gained much Reputation among thofe Nations by this Embafly; 
for the Indians were now confirmed in their Opinion, that 
Hernan Cortex mutt be fome Diety, and none of the leaft power- 
ful, fince Motexuma (whofe Pride difdained to bend his Knee 
in the Prefence of his Gods) fought him with fo much Sub- 
million, and follicited his Friendfhip with Gifts, which, in 
their Opinion, were little lefs than Sacrifices; the Effect of 
which Extravagancy was, that they loft great Part of the Fear 
which they had for their King, giving themfelves up with 
greater Subjection to the Obedience of the Spaniards: And no 
lefs than fuch Dotage was neceflary, that a Work, fo wonderful, 
and undertaken with fo {mall a Force, might be made praCtica- 
ble, the Moft High permitting thefe Things, that it might not 
appear wholly a Miracle, or lie under the Imputation of ‘Te- 
merity. 


CHA P.. XI. 


The Zempoalans, by Deceit, engage HERNAN 
Cortez to take up Arms agatuft the People of 
Zimpazingo, their Enemies. He makes them 
Friends, and reduces that Country. 


Cruz, with fome principal Indians, whom he brought 
as Witnefles of what he intended to propofe. He 

: told Hernan Cortex, that now the Time was!come to 
protect and defend their County ; for that fome Troops of the 
Mexicans were arrived in Zimpazingo, (a Place of Strength, di- 
{tant from thence about two Suns,) and went out to over-run 
the Country, deftroying the Corn-Fields, »and committing 
fome Hoftilities in their Diftri&, withywhich it:feemed they 
were beginning their Revenge. © Hernan Cortex found» himfelf 
engaged to fupport the Zeémpoalans, to’ maintain the Credit.of 
his 
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his Offers ; and befides, he thought it would not be right to fuf- 
fer that Infolence of the Mexicans, as it were in his Sight; and 
that in cafe they were fome advanced Troops of Motezuma’s 
Army, it would be neceflary to {trike a Terror into them, to 
difcourage the reft of his People. For which Purpofe he deter- 
mined to march in Perfon upon this Undertaking, engaging in 
it fomewhat too hattily, for he was yet unacquainted with the 
Deceits and Lyes of thofe People, (a Capital Vice among the 
Indians,) and fuffer’d himfelf to be carried away by what was 
Likely, without examining into the Truth. He offered them to 
march out immediately with his Troops, to chaftife thofe Ene- 
mies, who difturb’d the Peace of his Allies; and ordering them to 
provide Indians of Burden for the Baggage and Artillery, he 
made a Difpofition immediately for his March, and took the 
Road of Zimpazingo, with four hundred Men, leaving the relt 
in the Fortrefs of Vera Cruz. | 

As he pafled by Zempoala, he found two-thoufand armed 
Indians, whom the Cazique had provided to ferve under him in 
that Expedition, divided into four Bodies, or Commands, with 
their Captains, Colours, and Arms, according to the Cuftom of 
their Warriors. Hernan Cortex thanked them very much for the 
Care they took to provide that Succour; and tho’ he let him 
underftand that he had no Occafion for his Men upon an Expe- 
dition of fo {mall Importance, yet he fuffered them to go, to 
provide againit all Events, as if he had done it only to let them 
fhare in the Glory of the Succefs. , 

THat Night they lodged in fome Houfes three Leagues from 
Zimpazingo; and the next Day a little before Three in the Af- 
ternoon, they difcovered the Town on the Top of a {mall Hill, 
a Branch of the Mountain among great Rocks, which hid Part 
of the Buildings, and threaten’d at a Dittance , with the Difh- 
culty of the Way. The Spaniards began to overcome the Crag- 
gednefs of the Mountain, but not without confiderable Trouble ; 
for being jealous of an Ambuth, they went Doubling, and filing 
off as the Ground would permit; but the Zempoalans, either 
more dextrous, or lefs difturb’d with the Narrownefs of the 
Paths, advanced with a fort of Fury which appeared like Va- 
lour, but was indeed Revenge, and a theivilh Temper. Hernan 
Cortez. was obliged to give Orders to halt, at a Time when fome 
Troops of the Vanguard were already in the Town. 

He held on his March, without meeting any Refiftance ; 
and juft as he was confulting to attack the Town in feveral 
Parts, there came out of it eight antient Priefts, who afked for 
the Captain of that Army, before whofe Prefence they came 
Gg with 
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with:great Submiilions, ‘pronouncing {ome ‘Words ‘in an humble 
and pitiful Manner, fuch as fufficiently dhewed Subimiffion, 
without the Help of an Interpreter. ‘Their Drefs was a black — 
Mantle, whole End reached the "Ground, and the upper Part 
was gathered and pleated about the Neck, with a ‘Piece hanging 
loofe, m:Form of «a Hood, with which they kept ‘their Heads 
swarm. ‘Their ‘Hair reached ‘to their'Shoulders, dafhed ‘and clod- 
ded with the human Blood of their Sacrifices, Marks ‘of which 
they fuperftioufly preferv'd on their ‘aces and Hands; for it 
was not lawful for them to wath themfelves; ‘fic Minifters of 
fuch unclean Gods, whofe Filth fhewed it felf in ‘this and 
other Deformities. 

Tue v began their Speech by afking Cortez, for what Refiftance 
or Offence of theirs the poor Inhabitants had merited the In- 
dignation or Chaftifement of a People, already fo much famed 
in the Countries thereabouts for Clemency and Goodnefs, He an- 
fwered, ‘That he did not defign to offend the Inhabitants of the 
Town, but only chaftife the Mexicans, who were quartéréed in 
it, and fallied from thence to infeftthe Lands of his Friends, 
To which they replied, That the Mexican Troops, which had 
been garifoned in Zimpaxingo, were retired, flying further up 
the Country, as foon.as they heard that Motezwma’s Officers were 
imprifoned at Quiabiflan; and that if his Defign was againftthem, — 
through the Influence or Suggeftion of thofe Indians that accom- 
panied him, he was to underfland, that the Zempoalans, were 
their Enemies, and had deceived him, feigning thofe Inroads of 
the Mexicans to deftroy them, and make him the Inftrurnent 
of their Revenge. 

By the Confufion and frivolous Excufes of the Zempoalan 
Captains themfelves, it appeared that thefe Priefts {poke Truth; 
and Hernan Cortex was concerned at the Deceit, 4s a RefléCion 
upon his Arms, being vexed at the fame Time at the Malice of 
the Indians and his own Sincerity; but cotifidering what was 
moft convenient upon this Occalion, he prefently ordered the 
Captains Chrifloval de Olid and Pedro de Alvarado to go with 
their Companies, and gather the Indians together, who had advan- 
ced before to get into the Town, and were now bufy in the Pil- 
lage, and had taken a confiderable Quantity of Cloths and-Fir- 
niture, and already bound fome Prifoners. They were brought 
to the Army, shamefully loaded with what they had robbed, 
and the miferable plundered People following thei, crying out 
for their Goods: For whofe Satisfaction and’ Comfort Hernan 
Cortex commanded to wnbind the Prifoners, and deliver up 
the Goods to the Priefts, that they might reftore theitil td ee 

| proper 


Book TI. of Mrxico, or New Spain. iv, 


proper Owners; and calling for the Zempoalan Captains, res 
prov'd. them publickly for their Prefumption, in very angry 
Terms, telling them they ‘had inctirréd ‘the Penalty ‘of Death 
for their Offence, in obliging him to march his Troops only to 
compafs their Revenge; and caufing himfelf to be entreated by 
the Spanifh Captains, whom ‘he had mftructed before to pacity 
him, Whereupon he pardoned them for that Time, enlarging 
upon that Aion of his Clemency ; tho’, in truth, he did not 
dare at that ‘Time to chaftife them with the Rigour they defer- 
ved, knowihg well, that to preferve new Friends, acquired 
Clemency was more proper than Jultice. 

Havine done this, which gave him a Reputation with 
both the Nations, he commanded the Zempoalans to lodge with- 
eut the Town, and he marched in. with the Spaniards, where 
he was received with the Applaufe of a Deliverer. Immedi- 
ately the Cazique of Zimpazingo vilited him in his Lodging, 
with others of the Neighbourhood, who came either out of 
Friendfhip or Obedience, acknowledging the King of Spain for 
their Prince; whofe Name was alreddy beloved and reverenced 
in that Country, where the People defired to be his Subjects 
out of Hatred to Motezuma. 

He afterwards took in hand the adjufting of the Differences 
between thofe Indians and the Zempoalans ; which began about 
thé Divifion of their. Diftricts, and Difputes of Jurifdiction, 
firft between the Caziques; and had now occafion’d fuch a Ran- 
cdur among the People, that chey hved in continual Hoftility. 
To which End, he drew up a Scheme for compounding their Dif 
ferences ; and taking upon himfelf to content the Lord of Zem- 
poala, made them Friends; and returned to Vera Cri, leaving 
his Intereft advanced by the Obedience of new Caziques, and 
Friendfhip eftablifhed among thofe of his Party, whofe Dif- 
agreement; might have been a Hindrance to his receiving any 
Service from them : fo that he made his Advantage, and found 
his Conveniency éven in that ill-concerted Enterprize ; Errors 
fometiies ferving to correct humahe Prudence, which generally 
makes Difpofitions according to the firft Conception of Things. 
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CHA PB. .. XL 


The Spaniards return to Zempoala; where the 
overthrow the Idols, with fome Refi ifeance of the 
Indians: nd the principal of the Temples is 
converted ito a Church of our Lady. 


“| HE Cazique of Zempoala waited for Cortex at fome 
ve] Houfes a little diftant from the Town, with great 
Store of Provifions, to refrefh his Men; but much 
afhamed and troubled, that his Deceit was difcovered. 
He went about to excufe himfelf; but Cortex did not permit it3 
telling him, He had laid afide his Difpleafure, and defired 
an ssnieratn ett for the future, which was the only Satisfaction 
of pardoned Crimes. 

THEY pafled on direCtly to the Town, where he had provi- 
ded a fecond Prefent of Eight Virgins finely adorned: One of 
them was his Niece; and he brought her on Purpofe that Her- 
nan Cortex might do him the Honour, to take her for his Wife, 
the reft to be ditributed among his Captains, as he fhould 
think fit; making this Offer as one defirous to-{trengthen the 
Friendfhip between them ‘by the Bonds of Blood. Cortex an- 
{wered, That he very much efteemed that Teftimony of his 
good Will and Sincerity ; but that ic was not lawful for the 
Spaniards to’ take Wives of a difterent Religion ; for which Rea- 
fon, he fufpended the receiving them until fuch Time as_ they 
became Chriftians. Upon this Occafion he preffed him 
again to quit his Idolatry, for that he could not be his true 
Friend, who differ’d fo much from him in the moft eflentrial 
Point ; and as he took him fora Man of Reafon, he undertook, 
with fome Hopes, to convince and reduce him. But he was fo 
far from opening his Eyes, or being fenfible of the Force of 
Truth, that pref{uming on the Opinion he had of his own 
mde iading, he undertook to argue in Defence of his Gods ; 
and Hernan Cortes fuffering himfelf to be carry’d away by his 
Zeal for Religion, grew offended, and turned his Back upon 
him withfome {ort of Paffion. 


AT 
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Ar this Time happen’d one of the moft folemn Feftivals 
of their Idols; and the Zempoalans aflembled (not without 
fome Circumfpedction on account of the Spaniards) in_the prin- 
cipal of their Temples, were they celebrated a Sacrifice of Hu- 
man Blood, which horrible FunGion was performed by the 
Hands of the Priefts, with the Ceremonies, which will be re« 
lated in their proper Place. Afterwards thofe unhappy Vic- 
rims were fold cut out in Pieces, which were fought after, and 
bought as facred Food: An abominable Brutality in the Tatte; 
and a much worfe in their Devotion. Some Spaniards happen‘d 
to fee part of this Slaughter; who came and told Cortez how 
much they were fcandalized ; and he was fo highly provok’d at 
it, that the pious Difturbance of his Mind immediately appear'd 
on his Countenance. The Motives which obliged him to keep cer- 
tain Meafures with thofe Confederates, gave way to a greater 
Caufe ; and as Anger has its firlt Fury, even when fupported 
by Reafon, he broke out into Threats, commanding his Sol- 
diers to take Arms, and call the Cazique and the principal In- 
dians which ufed to attend him. As foon as they came into his 
Prefence, he went with them to the Temple, caufing his 
Troops to march in Order with him. 

Tur Priefts, who were then jealous of the Event, came out 
to the Gate, and with loud Cries, began to call.the People to 
the Defence of their Gods ; at which Time fome Troops of 
armed Indians appear’d ; which, as it was afterwards known, 
thofe very Priefts had provided: For they feared fome Vio- 
lence, believing their Sacrifice, fo much abhorred. by the Spa- 
niards, had been difcovered. The Number of the Indians who 
had poffeffed themfelves of the Avenues, was confiderable ;. but 
Hernan Cortex (always eafy at fuch Times) ordered Donna Marina 
to tell them aloud, That upon the firft Arrow they fhould lec 
fly, he would caufe the Throats of the Cazique, and all the 
Zempoalans in his Power; to be immediately cut, and after- 
wards permit his Soldiers to chaftife their Infolence with Fire 
and Sword. The Indians trembled at the Terror of fuch a 
Threat ; and the Cazique quaking like the reft, commanded 
them to lay down ther Arms and retire ; which Command 
was immediately obeyed, fhewing in the Readinefs with which 
they difappeared, how much they defired their Fear fhould pafs 
for Obedience. 

Hernan Correz remained with the Cazique, and thofe 
who attended him; and calling for the Priefts, declamed againtt 
Idolatry with more than Military Eloquence. He encouraged 
them, that they might not hearken to him with Fear: He endea- 
Hh voured 
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voured to make ufe of foft Expreflions, that there might be no 
Appearance of Violence, where Reafon was to fpeak: He la- 
mented the Error in which they lived; and complained, that 
being his Friends, they {hould not give Credit to him in that 
which did molt concern them: He laid before them how much 


os he detired their Good ; and from loving Expreflions, which 


move the Heart, he proceeded to: the Motives that affect the 
Underltanding : He demonftrated their Errors, laid before them, 
as it were, in a vilible Manner the Truth: And laftly, told 
them, that he came fully refolv’d to deftroy thofe Reprefenta- 
tions of the Devil ; and that the Work would be moft accepta= 
ble to him, if they themfelves would execute it by their own 
Hands. ‘To which End, he perfwaded and encouraged them to 
go up the Steps of the Temple, and overthrow their Idols: 
But they were fo much concern’d at this Propofal, that they: 
only anfwered with Sighs and Lamentations; till proftrating 
themfelves on the Ground, they declar’d aloud, That they would 
fooner fuffer themfelves to be cut in Pieces, than lay Hands 
upon their Gods. Hernan Cortex would: not infift overmuch on 
a Circumftance to which he found them fo averfe, and there- 
fore ordered his Soldiers to put it in Execution: By whofe 
Diligence the principal ‘Idol, together with thofe on each fide, 
were flung down from the Top of the Steps, and came to the 
Pavement all broke to Pieces, followed and cruth’d by their 
own Altars, and the deteftable Inftruments of their Adoration. 
Great was the Commotion and Aftonifhment of the Indians ; 
they beheld each ‘other, as expecting at leaft the Punifhment of 
Heaven ; and the fame foon happened as had been at Cozumel; 
for feeing their Gods thus debafed, without Power to revenge 
themfelves, they laid afide all Fear, and were fenfible of their 
Weakneds, juft as People generally do by a ruined great Man, 
whom, after his Fall, they defpife as much as ever they for- 
merly adored hitn. 

THE Zempoalans by this Experiment became more eafy to be 
perfwaded, and more fubmithve to the Orders of the Spaniards : 
For if before they confidered them as Men of a fuperior Na- 
ture, they now found themfelves obliged to confefs that they 
Were more powerful than their Gods.: Hernan Cortez finding 
how much his Authority was encreafed among them, com- 
manded them to cleanfe the Temple ; which Order was execu- 
ted with fo much Fervour and Chearfulnefs, © that affecting to 
be undeceived, they flung into the Fire the Fragments of their 
Idols. The Cazique immediately ordered his Mafons to {crape 
the Walls, wiping out ‘the Stains of human Blood, which they 
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preferved as an Ornament. After which they whiten’d them, 
laying. on, a Covering of that thining Mortar which they ufed 
in their Building; and they ereGted an Altar, on which was 
placed an Image of our Lady, with fome ornamental Flowers 
and Lights ; and the Day following, the holy Sacrifice of the 
Mafs was celebrated with all poflible Solemnity, in fight of 
abundance, of Indians, who alflifted at the Novelty, rather ad- 
miring than attentive ; tho’ fome bent their Knees, and endea- 
voured to imitate the Devotion of the Spaniards. 

THERE was no Opportunity at that Time to inftru@ them 
in the fundamental Principles of Religion, for their Barbarity 
required more Time; and the Intention of Hernan Cortez was 
to begin their Spiritual Conquelt from the Court of Motezuma. 
But they remained inclined to defpife their Idols, and well dif 
poled to the Worthip of the Image of the holy Virgin, offering 
to take her for their Advocate, that the God of the Chriftians 
might favour them, whofe Power they were already fenfible of, 
by the Effects, and by fome Glimmerings of natural Light, 
always fufficient to diftinguifh that which is beft, and perceive 
the Force of thofe Helps with which God affifts all reafonable 
Creatures. | 

Anp here we muft not omit the pious Refolution of an old 
Soldier, who ftaid alone among thefe People, as yet but imper- 
fectly reduced, to take Care of that Image, crowning his old 
Age with this holy Service. His Name was Yuan de Torres a 
Native of the City of Cordova: An AGtion truly worthy of a 
Soldier, and which at once records both his Walour and Piety. 
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Cera thee ent 


The Army returns to Vera Cruz, Commiffartes are 
difpatch’d to the King, with an Account of what 
had been done. Another Sedition is quelPd with 
the Punifkment of fome Mutineers. And Hernan 
Cortez executes his Refolution of finking his Ships. 


| HE. Spaniards departed immediately from Zempoala, 
ell (which Place was afterwards called New Sevil;) and 
when they came to Vera Cruz, there was juit arrived 
at the Place where the Fleet lay at Anchor a {mall 
Veflel, which came from the Ile of Cuba, commanded by Cap- 
tain Francifco de Saucedo, Native of Medina de Rio Seco, and in 
Company with him Captain Luis Marin, who was afterwards in 
the dame Station in the Conqueft of Mexico. They brought 
with them ten Soldiers, one Horfe, and one Mare ; which was 
reckon’d at that Time a confiderable Supply. 

THE Spanifh Writers have not acquainted us with the Inten- 
tion. of their Voyage; and it is moft likely, that they left Cuba 
with aDefigntofeek out Cortex, and follow his Fortune; and of this 
the Readinefs with which they joined his ‘Troops, feems to convince 
us. By this Means it was known that the Governor Diego Fee 
lafquex had a freth threatned Hernan Cortex; for by the Negotia- 
tion of one of his Chaplains, whom he had difpatched to the 
Court, for this and other Pretenfions, he had obtained the Ti- 
tle of the King’s Lieutenant of that Iland, with a Power to difco- 
ver and people it; which Grace of the King’s had made him in- 
exorable, believing that this Addition to his Authority wasa 
frefh Ground for his Complaints. | 

But Hernan Cortex, whofe Thoughts were now employed 
in greater Affairs, received this News as a Matter of no Con- 
cern, tho’ it fomewhat haftened his Refolution of giving the 
King an Account of his Proceedings: For which End, he difpofed 
Matters fo, that the Town of Vera Cruz fhould write a Letter, 
laying at his Majefty’s Feet this new Settlement, and giving a 
hort Relation of the Succefs of his Expedition ; the Pro- 
vinces that were already reduced to his Obedience, with the 
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Riches, Fertility, and great Plenty of this new World; the Pro- 
grefs he had made in favour of Religion; and the Difpofitions 
that were making, in order to come at a true Knowledge of 
the Empire of Motezuma. | 

HE very earneftly entreated the Members of the Council of 
Vera Cruz, That they would not omit to take notice of the 
Violences intended againft him by Diego Velafquex, and the lit- 
tle Reafon he had to do fo; and that they would lay before 
his Majeity the great Valour and Conitancy of the Spaniards 
with him; and left them to {peak of his own Perfon, as every 
_ own fhould think proper. It was not Modefty but a Confi- 
| dence in his own Merit, more than in any Words he could ufe, 
| for no Man is difpleas’d to hear his own A€tions extoll’d, efpe- 
cially in this martial Profeflion, in which certain bare-fac’d 
Virtues are much in ufe, whofe very Name is look’d upon as 
their Reward. 

Tue Letter was writ in the proper Form; the Conclufion 
whereof was to befeech his Majefty that he would grant Hernan 
Correx a Commithon of Captain-General, confirming what the 
Town and Troops had done, without any Dependence on 
Diego Velafquex, Cortex writ to the fame Purpofe,  fpeak- 

ing with more Certainty of the Hopes he had to bring that 

Empire to the Obedience of his Majefty, and of the Difpofi- 

tions he was making to contend with the Power of Motexuma, 

by the Help of his own revolted Subjetts.. | 

Tue Difpatches being finifhed, they were committed to the 

Care of the Captains, Alonfo Hernandez Portocarrero, and Francifco 

de Montejo; and it was agreed that they {hould carry the King all 

the Gold, valuable Jewels, and Curiofities they had acquired 

as well by the Prefents of Morexuma, as the Exchanges and 

Gifts of other Caziques, both Officers and Soldiers giving up 

their Shares, that the Prefent might be the greater. They alfo 
carried fome Indians, who voluntarily offered themfelves for 

the Voyage, as the firft Fruits of thofe new SubjeCts they were 

going to conquer; and Hernan Cortex {ent a Prefent in particular 

to his Father Martin Cortez, a worthy Thought amidft the ma- 

ny Cares that lay heavy upon him. The beft Ship in the Fleet 

was immediately fitted, and the Charge of the Sailing ‘com- 

mitted to the Care of the chief Pilot Antonio de Alaminos: And 

| when the Day appointed for the Embarkation came, their hap- 

py Voyage was recommended to the divine Favour by a fo- 

lemn Mafs of the Holy Ghoft. With this happy Aufpice 

they fet Sai] the 16th Day of July, 1519, with pofitive Orders 

to fteer their Coaft diredlly for Spain, endeavouring to pafs the 
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Channel of Bahama, without touching at the Ifland of Cuba, 

where they ought to apprehend, as an evident Danger, the Snares 

of Diego Velafquex. : 

Wuitst they were making Preparations for this Voyage, 

{ome Soldiers and Sailors (People of little Honour) raifed new 
Difturbances, by endeavouring to make their Efcape, and give 

notice to Diego Velafquex of the Difpatches and Riches fent to 
the King in the Name of Cortex; and their Intention was to go 
with this Advice, that they might feize the Pafles, and make 
Prize of the Ship : To which End, they had gained the Sailors 
of another Veflel, and had laid in Provifions of all Things ne- 
ceflary for their Voyage. But on the very Night defign’d for 
their Flight, one of the Confpirators, called Bernardino de Corta, 
repented. He was going among the reft to embark; but taking a 
nearer View of the Foulnefs of his Crime, he privately {tepp'd 
afide from his Companions, and went to inform Cortez. He 
confulted prefently how to remedy this Evil; and made his Dif- 
pofitions with fo much Secrecy and Diligence, that the Acom- 
plices were all feized on board the fame Veflel, without being 
able to deny their Crime ; which Hernan Cortex thought to de- 
ferve an exemplary Punifhment, not confiding in his own Cle- 
mency. They were foon brought to their Tryal, and two of 
the Soldiers, who had been the chief Promoters of the Contri- 
vance, were adjudg’d to die; two others, this being the fecond 
Fault, to be whipp’d.. The reft were pardoned, as drawn in, 
and deceived; a Pretence Cortex made ufe of, that he might 
not lofe all who were guilty; tho’ he ordered that the principal 
Mariner of the Ship, deftined for their Flight, fhould have one of 
his Feet cut off: An extraordinary Sentence, and upon this Oc- 
cafion very neceflary; that the Crime which had deferved fo fe- 
vere a Chaftifement, might not be forgot in Time. In fuch 
Cafes the Memory ftands in need of the Eyes; for ic with Diff 
culty retains the Idea of that which is grevious to the Image 

nation. : 3 

| Bernal Diax del Caffillo, and after him Antonio de Herrera fay, 
That the Liecentiate Fuan Diax was guilty of this Crime; and 
that out of Refpect to the Priefthood, he was. not proceeded 
againft as he deferved. That Privilege might perhaps avail him 
again{t their Pens ; for it is certain that in a Letter Herman Cortex 
writ to the Emperor on the 30th of Odfober, 1 520, (for the which 
we are beholding to Yuan Baptiffa Ramufi, in his Voyages,) he 
makes no mention of this Prieft, tho’ he names all the Accom- 
plices.of that fame Sedition; fo that either the Crime imputed 
to him.is not, true, or we have the fame Reafon not to believe 
it,.as Cortex had to conceal it, THE 
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’ ‘Tue Day on which this Sentence was executed, Cortex went 
with fome of his Friends to Zempoala, where he was diiturb’d 
with various Thoughts. The Boldnefs of thofe Soldiers gave 
him much Uneafinefs: He looked upon it as a Confequence of 
the paft Difturbances, and a Spark of Fire not quite put out: 
He was now to march forward with his Troops, and very pro- 
bably he fhould be obliged to try his Strength with Motexuma ; 
a very unequal Difpute; and more efpecially with Men dil- 
united and fufpected. 

He thought of ftaying fome Days among thofe Caziques his 
Friends; and divert his Troops by fome {mall Undertakings, 
to make fome new Settlements for the ftrengthning of Vera 
Crux: But ftill he found fome Inconveniences ; and from this 
Difturbance of his Mind refulted an AGtion, which very much 
fhewed the Greatnefs of his Soul; for he refolved to deftroy 
his Fleet, and break up all the Veflels, that he might be fecure 
of the Soldiers, and either conquer with them, or dicuarlil 
which Refolution he alfo found his Advantage, by reinforcing 
his Army with above a hundred Men, who were employed as 
Pilots and Mariners. He communicated this Refolution to his 
Confidents, and by their Means fo difpofed Matters, with 
fome Gifts, and keeping it as fecret as conveniently they could, 
that the very Sailors themfelves declared with one Voice, That 
the Ships would certainly founder by reafon of the Damage 
they had fuftain’d in that Road, and by the bad Quality of the 
Port. Upon which Information, the Orders which Cortex gave, 
{eem’d no more than a neceflary Care, That they fhould 
bring afhore their Sails, Tackling, and Iron, with fuch Planks 
-as might be of Service, and fink all the great Veflels, referving 
only Boats for Fifhing: A Refolution defervedly applauded, as 
one of the greateft of this Conquelt ; and we know not whe- 
ther a greater of the Kind can be found in all Hiftory. 

-| Justin relates of Agathocles, that having landed his Army on 
the Coafts of Africk, he burnt his Veffels, to deprive his Soldiers 
of all Means of Flight. 

Porrenvs celebrates the Memory of Timarchus, General of 
the Etolians, for his equal Boldnefs; and Quintus Fabius 
Maximus has left us, among his Military Remarks, fuch ano- 
ther Inftance, if we can give more Crédit to the Report of 
Frontinus, than to the Silence of Plutarch. But none of thefe 
AGtions are leffen’d by the Example of others. And if we con- 
fider Hernan Cortex, with fewer Men than any of them, ina 
more diftant Country, and lefs known, without any Hopes of 
human Succour, among barbarous People, fo favage in their 
TAHC Cuftoms, 


pxkg ee 7 o 


124 The Hiftory of the Conquest Boow IL. 


Cuftoms, with a Tyrant to oppofe, fo proud: and powerful, 
we fhall find that the Undertaking of Cortez was the greater, 
and his Refolution the moft heroick :. Or, granting to thofe 
ereat Captains the Glory of having firlt led the Way, : let us al- 
low Cortex that of having gone beyond them in their own 
Track. 

It is not to be endured that Bernal Diaz del Caffillo, with his 
ufual, we know not whether, Malice or Sincerity, dhould in- 
troduce himfelf as a Counfellor, upon fo great an Occafion, 
ufurping from Cortex the Glory of having been the firft Pro- 
jector. “ We (fays he) that were his Friends, advifed him 
“ not to leave a Ship in the Port, but to fink themall.” But 
he knew not how to fupport his Ambition ; for a little after, 
he adds; “ And this Defign of finking the Ships, he had 
“ already concerted, but defired it fhould come from us.” So 
that we are only beholden to him for the Advice which came 
after the Refolution. And the Remark of Antonio de Herrera 
on the fame Acton, is lefs tolerable; for he afhrms, That the 
Fleet was deftroyed at the Inftance of the Soldiers ; and that 
they were perfwaded and f{ollicited thereto by the Craft of 
Cortex, (that is his Expreflion,) that he alone might not be ob- 
liged to make good the Payment of the Ships, but impofe it 
upon the Troops. It doth not appear that Hernan Cortex was 
at that Time either in a Place, or a Condition, to fear any 
Civil Difputes‘ with Diego Velafquex 3 nor does this Manner of 
Reafoning any way agree with the high Defigns which he was 
then forming. If he took this Account from the fame Bernal 
Diaz, (that thus prefumed, as fearing fome Part of the Pay- 
ment of thofe Veflels might come to his Share,) he fhould have 
difregarded it as the Grumbling of an interefted Perfon : And 
ifit was his own Conjecture, as he gives us to underftand, and 
that he; as an Hiftorian, had the Dexterity to penetrate into, 
the Secret of the Achions he relates, he leffens the Credit of the 
Action by the Meannels of the Motive, and is wanting in a juft 
Proportion, by attributing great Effects to ordinary Caufes, 
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CH AP XIV. 


Cortez, having made a Difpofition for the March, 
was informed that Ships were feen upon the 
Coafts. He departs f.r Vera Cruz, and takes 
feven Soldiers belonging to the Fleet, commanded 

~ by Francifco de Garay, They begin their March ; 
and having with much Difficulty paffed the Moun- 
tains, the Army enters the Province of Zocothlan. 


Wel OME of the Soldiers were much grieved at this 
ll Deftruction of the Fleet ; but were eafily brought to 
Reafon, by the Memory of the paft Punifhment, 
2} and the Example of thofe of better Under{tanding. 
Turvy confulted immediately about the March ; and Hernan 
Cortez joined his Troops in Zempoala, which confifted of Five 
hundred Foot, fifteen Horfe, and fix Pieces of Artillery, lea- 
ving an Hundred and fifty Men and two Horfes in Garifon at 
Vera Crux, appointing Captain Fuan de Efcalante Governor, a 
Soldier of Valour, very diligent, and one in whom he entirely 
confided. He feritly charged the neighbouring Caziques, thar 
during his Abfence they fhould obey and refpect him as a Per- 
fon in whom he had vefted his whole Authority ; that they 
fhould take’ Care to fupply him with Provifions, and People to 
help to. build the Church, and the’ Fortifications of the Town, 
which he took care of; not fo mtich out of Fear of any Diftur- 
bance that might happen from the Indians of that Neighbour- 
hood, as out of a Jealouly of fome Invafion or Surprize from 
Diego Vela/quex. SAE tH a hi * ‘ 

“Tur Cazique of Zempoala’ ‘had provided. two hundred 
Tamenes, or Indians of Burden, for the Baggage, and fome 
armed Troops to augment the Army; out of which Hernan’ 
 Gortex picked about four hundred Men, including in this Num- 
ber forty or fifty noble Indians,’ of the greateft Account in that 
Country. And tho’ he immediately treated them as his own 
Soldiers, his’ real Intention was to carry them as Hoftages, for 
the Security of the Church he left in Zempoala, and of the Spa- 
niards wlxo remained at Vera Cruz, together with a young Page 
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of his, whom he left in Charge with the Cazique, to learn thé 
Mexican Language, in cafe he fhould loofe his Interpreters. 
In which he fhewed his great Care, and how far he look’d before 
him, to be provided upon all Events. 

WuEN all Things were in a Readinefs for the March, an Ex. 
prefs arrived from Fwan de Efcalante, with Advice, that fome 
Ships were on the Coatt of Vera Crux ; without caring to come 
too, tho’ they had made them Signals of Peace, and endeavour- 
ed it feveral Ways. This was not an Accident to be difreguard- 
ed, and left behind; therefore Hernan Cortex. went immediately 
away with fome of his Friends for Vera Cruz, leaving the Com- 
mand of the Troops to Pedro de Alvarado and Gonzalo de Sando- 
val, At his Arrival, one of the Veflels feem’d to be at Anchor ata 
confiderable Diftance from the Shore; and foon after they dif- 
covered four Spaniards on the Shore, who drew near without 
any Fear, giving to underftand they fought them. 

One of them was an Efcrivano, or Notary, and the others 
came as Witnefles, of a Notification they intended to make to 
Cortex in the Name of their Captains, They brought it in 
Writing, and it contained, That Francifco de Garay, Governor 
of the Hland of Famaica, by Virtue of an Order which he had 
from the King, to Difcover and People, had freighted three 
Ships with two hundred and feventy Spaniards, under the Com- 
mand of Captain Alomfo de Pineda, and taken Pofleflion of that 
Land, on the fide of the River.of Panuco ; and becaufe he in- 
tended to eftablifh a Colony near Naothlan, twelve or fourteen 
Leagues to the Weltward, intimated to him, and required, 
that he fhould not make any Settlements that way. 

HERNAN CorTEZ aniwered the Notary, that he did not under- 
{tand what he meant by his Notification, or thofe Forms of Law. 
But defired that che Captain and he might meet, and all Things 
{hould be adjufted after the moft convenient Manner ; for they 
were all Subjedts of the fame King, and lay under an equal 
Obligation of aflifting each other for his Service. He bid them 
go back with this Meflage: But becaufe they did not go, but 
on the contrary, the. Notary infifted in a difrepeétful Manner, 
that he {hould return a; dire&t Anfwer -to his Notification, he 
ordered them to be feized; and hid himfelf with his Menamong. 
fome little Sand Hills, whereof there are many on that Shore; 
where. he; ftay’d all) that Night;,, and pare of the next Day, the, 
Ship never. offering to, ftir, or difcovering any other Defign they, 
had, thanjthat of flaying for their Meflengers ;, which put him. 
upon tryiag whether,,he could. by any. Stratagem draw any of 
their Menon, Shore... The firfk, Thing he thought on, was to 
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order the Prifoners to be ftripp’d, and four of his own Men to 
go to the Shore in their Cloaths, making Signals to the Ship 
with their Cloaks and other Things. The Confequence of this 
Contrivance was, that twelve or fourteen Men, armed with 
Fire-Arms and Crofs-Bows, cate in a Boat: But the four 
Men, who were difguis’d, retiring that they might not be 
known, and anfwering their Call, and hiding their Faces, they 
durft not land: So that they only took three who leap’d on 
Shore, being more courageous, or lefs confiderate ; the reft re- 
turned on board the Veflel, which, being thus undeceiv’d, 
weighed Anchor, and followed her Courle. Hernan Cortex at 
firft doubted that thefe Veflels might belong to Diego Velafquez, 
and feared they might have obliged him to put a Stop to his 
March: But the Defigns of Francifco de Garay gave him very 
little Uneafinefs, as an Affair which in Time might be much 
eafier adjufted ; fo that he returned to Zempoala eafed of his 
Cares, and not without fome Advantage; for he brought with 
him an Addition of feven Soldiers, which, ina Place where 
a Spaniard was of fo much Value, was efteemed a Hap- 
pinefs, and look’d upon as a good Recruit. Soon after, 
they provided for their March; and upon their leaving the 
Place, drew up the Army in Order, forming a Body of Spa- 
niards for the Vanguard, and the Indians for the Rear, com- 
manded by Mamegi, Theuche, and Tamelli,, Caziques of the 
Mountains: The ftrongeft of the Tamemes were ordered to take 
Charge of the Artillery, the reft were referved for the Bags 
gage. In this Order, with a Party before to look out, 
they began their March on the fixteenth Day of Anguf. The 
Army was well received in their firft Marches, at Faldpa, So» 
cochima, and Texucla, Towns in the fame Confederacy. As 
they went along they feattered among: thofe friendly Indians 
the Seeds of Religion, not fo much to inform them of the 
Truth, as to leave them fufpicious of their ‘own Errors. 
Hernan Cortex feemg them fo docil and well difpofed, was of 
Opinion, that they fhould erect a Crofs in every Town they 
pafled) thro’, that at leaft by this Means their Worfhip might 
be introduced ; but Father Bartolome de Olmedo, and the 
Licentiate Juan Diaz, oppofed this Opinion, perfwading him 
that it rnight be a Rathnels to eruft the Holy Crofs to Barba- 
rians ill inftructed, who might offer fome Indecency to it, of 
at leaftetreat it after the fame Manner as they did their Idols, 
if they thould: fuperftitioufly worfhip the fame, without being 
fenfible of the Myftery which the Crofs reprefented. 


His 
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Hrs Piety firft moved him to make the Propofition; but 
his good Judgment made him fenfible of the Force of the others 
Reafon. » si 

THEY next enter'd upon the rough Part of the Mountain, 
the firft Difhculty they met with in their Road to Mexico, where 
they {uftered very much; for they were obliged to march over 
an uninhabitable Mountain three Days, whole Paths were over 
Precipices. ‘They carried the Artillery by Strength of Arms, 
and fome Contrivances; and the Badnefs of the Weather fa- 
tigued them much. The Cold was exceflive, and the Showers 
of Rain very hard and frequent, and the poor Soldiers having 
no Conveniency to make Barracks at Night, and no other 
Shelter but their Arms, they marched to keep themfelves warm, 
and were obliged to feek for Eafe with Wearinefs. Their Pro- 
vifions alfo failed them, the laft Calamity upon thefe Occafions; 
and their Refolution began now to contend with their Strength, 
when they gained the Top of the Mountain: There they 
found a Temple and a great Quantity of Wood; but they 
made no Stay, becaufe on the other Side they difcovered fome 
neighbouring Villages, to which they marched haftily, to refrefh 
themfelves, and there found Accommodation fufficient to make 
them forget all that they had fuffered, | 

Av this Place began the Country of Zocothlan, in. thofe 
Days a large and populous Province, whole Cazique refided in a 
City of the fame, Name, fituate in, the Valley at the’ Foot of 
the Mountain. 

HERNAN CorTEZ gave him notice,of his Arrival and Defigns, 
fending two Zempoalan Indians with the Meflage, who quickly 
returned with a grateful Anfwer; and in a fhort Time after they 
difcovered the City, a large Place, which in aftately manner filled 
great Part of the Plan. ‘Their ‘Towers and other Buildings at a 
Diitance appeared white, and becaufe a Portuguefe Soldier compar- 
ed it to Caffilblanco in Portugal, tor {ome Time it preferved: that 
Name. ‘The Cazique came forth to receive Cortex with great 
Attendance ; but with a-kind of forced Civility, which fhewed 
more of Artifice than Good-will. The Entertainment he gave 
the ‘Troops was not very pleafant, their Lodging incommo- 
dious, and the Provifions {canty, and in every Thing it appeared, 
how little he was pleafed with his Guefts: But Hernan Cortez 
{tiled his Refentment, .and repre{s'd the Anger of his Soldiers, 
that he might not give the Indians any Mittruft of the Peace 
which he had propofed, when he treated of only marching thro’ 
their Country, preferving che Reputation of his Arms, without 
{topping to improve it by more inconfiderable Enterprizes. 

C HaAmp. 
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GER AGRE 


The Cazique of Zocothlan vifits Cortez a fecond 
, Lime, and highly extols the. Greatuefs of Mote- 
zuma. Cortez refolves to march by the Way of 
« Tlafcala, of which Province, and the Nature of tts 
‘Government, fome Information ts got at Xacazingo. 


ey] EE next Day the Cazique repeated his Vilit, and 
came with a greater Train of Relations and Servants: 
His Name was Olinteth; he was a Man of Capacity, 
and Lord of many Towns, and refpected as the moft 


confiderable Perfon among all his Neighbours. Cortez adorned 
himfelf to receive him with all the ufual outward Shew. And 
this Meeting was very remarkable; for after having received 
him with great Civility, and the ufual Compliments being over, 
with a becoming Gravity, Cortex (believing he fhould find the 
fame Complaint from him which he had heard from others, ) 
afked whether he was a- Subject of the King of Mexico. 
which the Cazique readily replied, “Is there any Man upon 
the Earth who is not a Vaflal and Slave to Motexwma ?” 
might very eafily have been difcompos’d at the Cazique’s ‘an- 
fering him with another Queftion, which feemed fo refolute 
and lofty ; but he was fo much Mafter of himfelf, that with 
fome Scorn he told him, “ He knew very little of the World, 
“for that himfelf and thofe who accompanied him, were Sub- 
“ JeCts of another King, fo powerful, that he had many Subjects 
“ sreater Princes than Motezuma.” ‘The Cazique was not movd 
at thefe Words, but, on the contrary, without entring into any 
Difpute or Comparifon, went on, recounting the Grandeur of 
his King as if he would not ftay to be afked, faying with great 
Gravity, That Motexuma was the greateft Prince then known in 
the World ; that the Provinces of his Dominion were not to 
be reckoned; that he kept his Court in a City impregnable, 
founded in the Water in great Lakes; that the Entrance to it 
was by Dikes, or Caufeways, with Drawbridges over feveral 
Openings, by which there was a Communication of the Waters. 
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He enlarged much on the Immenfity of his Riches, and the 
Strength of his Armies; and above all on the Unhappinefs of 
thofe who did not obey him; for with them he made up the 
Number of his Sacrifices, and that every Year above twenty 
thoufand Men (Enemies, or Rebels) died upon the Altars of his 
Gods. What he faid was true, but he {poke it by way of Hy- 
perbole, and it was eafily perceived that he was influenced by 
Motexuma, and recounted his Greatnefs rather to caufe Fear than 
Admiration. 3 

Hern AN Cortez perceived the Defign of his Difcourfe, and 
thinking it neceflary to put on Refolution, to difappoint thofe 
boating Expreflions, anfwered, That he was already fufficiently 
informed of the Empire and Greatnefs of Motezuma; and that 
were hea lefs Prince he fhould not have come from fuch dif 
tant Countries to make an Offer of Friendfhip from another 
greater Prince than himfelf: ‘That his Embafly was peaceable; 
and that the Men who attended him in Arms ferved more for 
a Shew of Authority than Force; but that both he, and all the 
Caziques of the Empire muft know, that he defired Peace with- 
out being afraid of War; for that the moft inconfiderable of his 
Soldiers was able to cope withan Army of his King; that he would 
never draw theSword without juft Provocation: But once drawn, 
Y will (faid he) put every Thing before me to Fire and Sword, and 
Nature will aflift me with her Prodigies, and Heaven with its 
Lightnings; for it is the Caufe of Heaven I come to defend, by 
banilhing your Vices, and the Errors of your Religion, and thefe 
very Sacrifices of human Blood, which you account the Greatnefs 
of your King. And (breaking up the Vilit) he turned to his Sol- 
diers, and faid, “ This, my Friends, is what we feek, great 
“‘ Difficulties, and great Riches: By the one we gain Fame, 
“and by the other Eftates.” With this fhort Speech he abated 
the Pride of the Indians, and added frefh Courage to the Spa- 
niards ; telling his Thoughts to all without Artifice ; for from 
the very Beginning of this Undertaking, God had fo ftrengthen- 
ed his Heart, that altho’ he fufficiently confidered, and knew the 
Dangers, he entered upon them, as if he had been fure of Succefs. 

Tue Spaniards ttay’d five Days in Zocothlan ; and Cortex quickly 
found in the Cazique another fort of Refpect; for the Accommo- 
dation of the ‘Troops was bettered; and they were more punc- 
tual in the Entertainment of their Guefts. 

CorTEz’s An{wer gave him much Uneafinefs, and he difcovered 
a thoughtful Penfivenefs, occafioned by his own Obfervations, 
as he himfelf afterwards confefs’d to Father Bartolome de Olmedo. 
He concluded in the firlt Place, that no Men would be fo bold 

as 
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as to oppole Morezwma: And again, that they muft be fome- 
thing more, who talked with fo much Contempt of his Gods. 
Wits this Conceit he obferv’d the Difference of their Coun- 

tenances, the Novelty of their Arms, and the Strangenefs of 
their Habit, together with the Obedience of their Horfes : And 
it feem’d to him, that. the Spaniards were endued with fuperior 
Reafon, when they argued again{ft the Inhumanity of their Sa- 
crifices, the Injuftice of their Laws, and the Permillions of Sen- 
fuality (fo unbounded amongft thofe Barbarians, that the ereatelt 
Injuries again{t Nature were accounted lawful.) And from all 
thefe Principles, his high Efteem of them drew Confequences, 
to make him believe, that fome Divinity dwelt in them. For 
there is no Underlftanding fo deprav’d, as not to be fenfible of 
the Deformity of Vice, notwithitanding it be embraced by the 
Inclination, and disfigured by Cuftom. But the Fear of Mote- 
zuma, to entirely poflefs’d him, that he could not prevail with 
himfelf to acknowledge. the Influence thofe Confiderations had 
on his Mind. ose 

He refted fatisfy’d with giving what was neceflary for the 
Support of the Troops: And not daring to fhow his Riches, was 
{paring of his Prefents, the greateft of his Liberality being four 
female Slaves, which he gave Cortez to make his Bread, and 
twenty noble Indians; which he offered as Guides for the 
Army. | 

THERE arofe a Queftion about the Road which they fhould 
chufe for their March ; and the Cazique propofed that of the 
Province of Cholula, as being a fertile Country and well peopled, 
whofe Inhabitants being more inclined to Merchandife than 
War, would give a fecure and commodious Paflage to his 
Troops: And he advifed them with great Earneftnefs not to 
march by the Road of Tlafcala, as being a Country always in 
War, and the Inhabitants of fo bloody a Difpofition, that they 
placed their Happinefs in making and keeping Men their Enemies. 
But the principal Indians who commanded the Zempoalans, told 
Cortex privately, that he muft not confide in that Advice, for 
that Cholula was a very populousCity, and the People not to be 
depended on. That in Cholula, and the Towns of that DiftriG, 
Motexuma commonly quarter’d his Troops: And that it was 
very poflible the Cazique might lead them into the Danger 
with an evil Defign : For the Province of Tlafcala (tho’ it were 
large, and the People warlike) were Confederates and Friends 
to the Totonaques and Zempoalans, which were in his Army, 
and made continual Wars with Motezuma: For which two 
Confiderations, it would be more fecure to March thro’ their 
Country : 
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County : And being in Company with their Allies, the Spa 
niards would not be looked upon as Strangers. . Cortez lik’'d 
what they faid, and finding it more reafonable to truft to his 
Indian Friends, than to a Cazique fo much affected to the In- 
tereft of Motezwma, he commanded the Troops to march to the 
Province of Tlafeala, whole Bounds they ma little Time. dif 
covered; for they border’d upon thofe of Zocothlaw ; and‘ during 
the firtt Marches nothing confiderable offered: But afterwards 
they heard fome Rumours of War, and were informed that the 
Country was in Arms, and their Defign kept fecret ; for which 
Reafon’ Cortez refolved to halt in a Town but indifferently 
peopled, called Xacaxingo, until he might be better informed. 

Tr ASCALA was at that Time a Province abounding with In- 
habitants, and above fifty Leagues in Circumference : ‘The 
Land was mountainous and uneven, full of Hills, and feem’d to 
be Branches of the Mountain, which is now called the Great 
Cordillera. Their Towns, whofe Stru€ture was rather durable 
than handfome, were built upon Eminences, partly to make 
ufe of the Advantages of the Ground in their Defence, and 
partly to leave the Plains to cultivate: At firft they had 
Kings, which Goverment lafted fome Years, until Civil Wars 
arifing, they no longer cared to obey, and flung off the Yoke. 
But as the People cannot fubfift of themfelves, (being always Ene- 
mies to Subjection, till they are fenfible of the Damages of Liber- 
ty) they formed themfelves into a Commonwealth, makmg many 
Princes to get rid of one, ‘They divided their Towns into dif- 
ferent Diftritts, and each named one of their Chiefs to refide 
in the Court of Tlafeala, where they formed a Senate, whofe 
Refolutions all obeyed. A notable Kind of Ariftocracy, which 
being found amongi{t the Barbarity of thofe People, diminithes 
pretty much the Credit of our Politicks. Under this Form of 
Government they maintained themfelves long againft the Kings 
of Mexico, and at that Time were in their greateft Strength ; 
for the Oppreflions of Motexuma had augmented the Number 
of their Confederates ; and they had now brought over to their 
Party the Otomies, a Nation barbarous even among Barbarians ; 
but always defirous of War, in which they knew not how to 
diftinguifh Valour from Cruelty. 

Cortez having receiv’d this Account, and not thinking it 
reafonable to defpife it, confulted about fending Meflengers to 
the Republick, to facilitate the Paflage of his Troops ; which 
Meflage he entrufted to four of the chiefeft Zempoalans, in- 
{tructing them by Means of Donna Marina and Aguilar, in the 
Speech they were to make to the Senate, till they had in a Man- 

ner 
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| neni got it by Heart: Ahd-he! chofe:theni out. of, thofe who 
propoted in Zocothlan ‘the Road iof; Tlafeala, that ,they might 
| have their. own Advice in-View, and, be,the more interefted in 
the good Succefs of the Negotiations; ht ee 


‘> are 
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| Gaede short, Acrotdob lsbaqa sa’ Macc on 

~ Cortez’s four, Envoys fet out for Vlafcala. An Ac- 

count of the Habit, and the Manner bow Embaffies 

| ayere deliver'd in.that Country; andof the Debates 
of that Republick about the ‘Point of vecerving the 

Spaniards za a peaceable Manner. | 


Mie] HE four Zempoalans ifnmediately adorn’d themfelves 
Si after the Manner’ of Ambafladors: | For which Em- 
ployment, they put upon their Shoulder a Mantle; 
Se) or Tippet of Cotton, wreath’d, and knotted, at the 
Ends: In the Right Hand: they bore a large Arrow, with the 
Feathers up on‘ high, and on the left’ Arm aiTarget made of a 
Shell.’ The Intent of the Embafly was known. by the Feathers 
of the Arrow ;) for the Red denoted: War, ‘and the White de- 
noted Peace; after the fame Manner as the Romans diftinguith’d 
by different Simbols the Feciales and Caduceatores. By thefe 
Signs they were known and. refpected: in their Marches: But 
they could not go out of the high Roads of the Province where 
they were travelling ; for if they were found without them, 
thofe Privileges, held for facred, loft all Force and Immunity ; 
obferving religioully this kind of publick Faith, which Nece/- 
fity invented, and placed among their Laws, as the Right of 
Nations. 

Witu thefe Marks of their Employment, the four Envoys of 
Cortex entred into Tlafeala; and being known as fuch, they were 
lodged in the Calpifca, ( for fo they called the Houfe fet afide tor 
the Reception of Ambafladors;) and the Day following the Se- 
nate met to give them Audience in a great Hall, where they 

held their Councils. The Senators were feated according to 
their Seniority, upon low Chairs of an extraordinary Wood 
made of one Piece, which they called Yopales. As foon as the 
Ambafladors appear d, they raifed themfelves a little from their 
Mm Seats, 
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Seats; and welcomed them with moderate Courtely. They 
came in with their Arrows raifed on high, and.the Points upon 
their Heads ; which, anjong their Ceremonies, was accounted 
the moft fubmiflive. Having paid their Refpects to: the Senate, 
they walked leifurely up to the middle of the Hall, where they 
kneePd. down, and without lifting. up. their, Eyes, waited for 
Leave to be given theny to: fpeak. Phe eldeft Senator ordered 
them to declare their Bufinefs, and they feating themfelves on 
their own Legs, one of them who was, pitch’d upon as the pro- 
pereft Perfon to make the Speech, delivered himfelf after chis 
Manner. a) . | 

Nosxe Republick, Valtant and Potent Tlafcallans; “The 
“ Lord of Zempoala, and the Mountain Caziques, your Friends, 
“‘ and Confederates, fend you Health; and wifhing you ‘abun- 
“‘ dant Crops, and the Death of your Enemies, they give you 
to underftand, that certain invincible Men, are arrived among 
“them from the Eaft, who feem to be Deities; for they 
“ {ail upon great Palaces, and make ufe of Thunder and Light- 
“ning, the peculiar Arms of Heaven: They are Servants of 
“another God, fuperior to ours, who is offended with Tyran- 
“nies and Sacrifices of human Blood. Their Captain is Am- 
“ baflador from a very powerful Prince, who by the Impulfe 
“ of his Religion defires to reform the Abufes of our Coun- 
“try, and redrefs the Violences of Motexwma; and having 
already re{cued our Provinces from the Oppreflion under 
“which they lived, finds himfelf obliged to pafs thro’ your 


Republick, in his Way to Mexico; and defires to know wherein 


Havine thus concluded, the Four raifed themfelves upon 
their Knees, and making a profound Reverence to the Senate, 
they feated themfelves as before, expecting their Anfwer. 

THE 
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» Tse Senators conferred a littleamong themfelves; and one in 
the Name of all, the reft, told them, That they admitted the 
Propofition. of the Zempoalans and Totonaques their Confederates, 
with all imaginable Gratitude ; but that the Anfwer they were 
to give to the Captain of the Strangers, required further Deli- 
beration.. tcl | 

Having, received this Anfwer, the Ambafladors retired to 
their Lodging ; and, the Senate fhut, themfelves in, to difcufs 
the Difficulties or Conveniences. of that Propofal. They firft 
weighed the Importance of the Affair, thinking it worthy of 
mature Deliberation; and they difagreed fo far in Opinion, 
as, to, occalion great Difputes. Some were for granting the Stran- 
gers the Liberty of paling on, as they defired ; others were for 
making War upon them, and endeavouring to deftroy them at 
once ; others. were for denying them Paflage, but permitting 
them to continue their March, provided it.were without their 

Confines : Which Difference of Opinion o¢cation’d much Noite, 
without coming to any Refolution, till Magifcatzin, one of the 
eldeit of the Senators. and of greateft Authority mm the Repub- 
lick, took it upon himfelf, and caufing Silence to be, made, is 
faid to have {poke after this Manner. .. . i, 

“ You well know, Noble and Valiant Tlafcallans, that in the 

“ frit Ages of Antiquity, it was reyealed to our Priefts, and is 
“to this Day believed amongft us as a Point.of Religion, that 
“an invincible Race of Men are to ¢ome frony the Oriental Re- 
“* gions to this World, which we inhabit, with. fuch Dominion 
“ over the Elements, that they fhall found moveable Cities up- 

‘on the Seas, making ufe of Fire and Air to fubdue the Earth: 
“And tho’ among the Judicious, it is not believed that they 
* thall be Gods, (as the Vulgar apprehends it,) yet the fame 
“Tradition informs us, that they {hall be a celeftial Race of 
“ Men, fo valiant, that one fhall be able to vanquifh a thou- 
‘‘ dand ; and fo good, that they fhall only endeavour to make 
“us live according to Reafon and Juttice. Icannot deny, but 

* that the great Conformity there is between thele Strangers, 

“* and thofe Signs, have given me a very great Concern. ‘Thefe 

“come from the Eait; their Arms are Fire, and Houfes on the 

“ Waters are their Vellels. Of their Valour, you have already 

“ heard from the Fame of their ACtions in Tabafco’; and their 

“ Goodnefs you now fee acknowledged by your own very Con- 

“federates ; and if we caft our Eyes upon thofe Comets and 

“ Signals from Heaven, which haye fo often terrified us, me- 

“ thinks they {peak to us, and come as Meflengers of this great 

“ Novelty. Who then will be fo bold and rah, (if thefe be the 

; “ People 
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People of our Prophecies,) ‘to try his ‘Strength with Heaven, 
« and treat as Enemies thofe who come armed with its Decrees ? 
7 at leaft, for my own Part, fhall fear the Indignation of ‘the 
“ Gods, who rigoroufly punifh thofe that rebel againft them’s 
“ and with their own very Lightning, it feems as if they were 
“ pointing out to us to obey, for the Threats of Thunder axe 
“to all, and it only deftroys where it meets Refiftance. But I 
<“ will fuppofe that thefe Signals are tobe difregarded as catuals 
“ and that the Strangers are Men, like us: What Harm have they 
« done us that we fhould confult about Revenge * Upon what 
‘Injury done to us fhall we found this Violence ? Shall Tlafcala, 
“which maintains its Liberty by its Victories, | and its Vitto- 
“ ries by the Jultice of its Arms, enter voluntarily into a War, 
« which cafts'a Blemifh upon its Government and Valour? 
“ Thefe People come ina peaceable Manner: Their Requett is ‘to 
“ nafs through our Republick, which they do: not endeavour 
& without our Permiffion: Where then ‘is their'Crime? Where 
our Provocation? They arrive at our Gates, confiding in the 
“ Proteétion of our Friends; and fhall we loofe our Friends by 
“ engaging with thofe who defire our Friendfhip? ' What will 
“ the reft of our Confederates’ judge of this Acton? and what 
“ will Fame report of us, if five hundred Men oblige us to take 
“ Arms? Shall‘we gain as inuch by overcoming them, ‘as we 
“ fhall loofe by having feared theme My Opinion “is, that ave 
¢ admit them with Courtefy, and grant them the Paflage they 
“ defire; if they are Men, becaufe their Requeft is reafonable; 
“and if they aré any Thing more, becaufe the Will of the 
“ Gods is a fufficient Motive.” 

Tue Opinion of Magi/catzin met with great Applaufe, and 
all were inclined ‘to follow him with Acclamations; when one 
of the Senators, called Xicotental, delired Leave to {peak: A 
young Man of great Spirit, who, on Account of Capacity and 
noble AGtions, poflefs’d the Poft of General of their Army. 
Leave being obtained, and Silence being made, “ Grey Hairs, 
“faid he, are not always infallible in their Decifions, as being 
“< more-inclined to miftruft, than to a& with Boldnefs, and 
“ more proper to perfwade to Patience, than to valiant Actions. 
“ T pay all Refpect, as you do, to the Authority and Opinion of 
“ Magifcatzin: But you will not think it ftrange, confidering 
“ my Age, and Profeflion, that I differ in Opinion, and per- 
«“ haps give the beft Advice ; for when we are talking of making 
“ War, we are often deceived by that which we call Prudence ; 
“ for every Thing that looks like Fear, is not Virtue, but a 
“ Paffion, It is true, there is an ExpeCtation among us of thefe 
= “ Oriental” 


Book Hof Mrxico, or New Spaiy. 137 


“ Oriental Reformers, whofe Coming is kept up in the Prophe- 
“ cy, and is dilatory in convincing us. It is not my Intention 
“to make little of a Report, that has been made venerable by 
“the Confent of Ages; but tell. me, I defire you, what Secu- 
“rity have we, that thefe are our promifed Strangers? Is it the 
“¢ fame Thing to come by the Way of the Eaft, as to come from 
“ the Celeftial Regions, which we confider as the Birth-Place of 
“the Sun. The Fire-Arms and great Embarkations which you 
“call Sea Palaces, may they not be the Effect of human In- 
“ duftry, which are admired, becaufe they have not been feen? 
“ And perhaps they may be the Illutions of fome Inchantment, 
“like the deceiving of the Sight, which we call cunning in our 
“ Diviners, What they did in Tabafco, was it any Thing more 
“than breaking an Army fuperior. to them in Number? Shall 
“this be thought in Tiafeala fupernatural, where every Day 
“greater Deeds are done, with the ordinary Force? (And this 
“ great Benignity they have ufed towards the Zempoalans ; may 
“it not be an Artifice, the more eafily to gain the People ?. At 
 Jeaft I fhall take it for a fufpicious Sweetnefs, that pleafes the 
“Palate, to cover the Poifon; for it is not of a Piece with the 
“reft, that we know of their Covetoufnels,; Pride, and Am» 
“ bition. Thefe Men (if they are not fome Monfters, flung 
“up by the Sea upon our Coatts) rob our People; live at Dit- 
“cretion by the Law of their own Will, thirfting after Gold 
‘“and Silver, and given up to the Delights of the Land. They 
“contemn our Laws, and endeavour dangerous ‘Novelties, 
“both in Juitice and Religion: They deftroy our Temples, 
“pull in Pieces our Altars, and blafpheme our Gods; and is 
“this the Race you call celeftial? and can any one make it a 
‘¢ Doubt whether we fhould refift? and do we liften without 
“Scandal to the Name of Peace? If the Zempoalans and Toto- 
“* naques have admitted them into their Friendthip, it was with- 
“out confulting our Republick : They advance under ‘no better 
“ Protection than the Want of Thought, which deferves to be 
“ punifh’d in thofe that fupport them. Thefe Impreffions of 
“the Air and frightful Signals, fo magnified by Magifcatzin, do 
“rather perfwade us to treat them like Enemies, as being con- 
“ {tant Forerunners of Calamities and Miferies: Heaven with its 
“ Prodigies, does not give us notice of what we with, but what we 
“are to fear; for thofe Felicities never come accompanied by 
“Terrors; nor does Heaven light Comets to lull us alleep, and 
“to make us negligent and carelefs. My Opinion therefore is, 
“that we join our Forces, and make an end of them at once ; 
“ for they come into our Power, mark’d out by Signals in 
| Nn . “ the 
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“the Heavens, purpofely that we may look on them as Op- 
« preflors of our Country, and of our Gods; and that eita- 
“ blifhing the Reputation of our Arms upon their Punilhment, 
“ che World may perceive, that it is not the fame Thing to be 
“ immortal in Tabafeo, and invincible in Tlafeala. 

Turse Reafons made greater Impreflion on the Senate than 
thofe of Magifeatzin, as more agreeable to the Inclination of 
the People, bred up in Arms, and breathing nothing but War ; 
but upon difcufling the Matter again, they refolved (as a Me- 
dium between both Opinions,) that Xicorental {hould join his 
Troops, and try his Strength with the Spaniards, fuppofing if 
he overcame them, they preferved the Reputation of their Na- 
tion, and if he fhould be beaten, room might be left for the 
Republick to treat of Peace, by laying the Blame of the En- 
gagement upon the Otomies, and declaring it was a Diforder oc- 
calioned by their unfeafonable Fiercenefs. For which End they 
fo difpofed Matters, that the Zempoala Ambafladors were de- 
tained in a fort of an underhand Imprifonment, having in 
view the preferving of their Confederates ; for they very well 
knew’ the Danger’ of this War, ‘tho’ they undertook it with 
little Attention, being fo brave, that they depended on their 
own Valour for the Succefs, but at the fame Time fo cau- 
tious, that they kept in view the Accidents of a contrary For- 
tune. 


CH Agab. pi XV UL, 


The Spaniards refolve to draw near to Tlatcala, look- 
ing on the Detention of thei Meffergers as a bad: 
Sign. They engage with a Body of frve thoufand 
Indians that lay in Ambufb for them ; and after- 
wards with the whole Power of the Republick. 


mentees] | GH 'T Days the Spaniards ftay’d at Xacazingo, ex- 


aa 


peéting the Return of their Meflengers, whofe Delay 
was looked on as fomething extraordinary; and 
Hernan Cortex, with the Approbation of his Captains, 
and the Chiefs of the Zempoalans, (for he ufed to fhew them fo 
much Favour and Confidence, as to hear their Opinions,) refol- 
ved 
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ved to continue his March, and draw nearer to Tlafcala, in or- 
der to difcover the Intentions of thofe Indians ; confidering, 
that if they were refolved on War, (as appear’d by the firft To- 
kens, now confirmed by the Detention of their Ambafladors,) 
it would be better to fhorten. the Time of their Preparations, 
and {eek them in their own City, before they fhould have the 
Advantage of joining their Troops, and engage drawn up in Or- 
der in the Field. ‘The Army immediately marched in good 
Order, without omitting any of the Precautions which are 
wont to be obferved by thofe who fet their Foot into an Ene- 
mys Country; and taking a Road between two Mountains, 
whofe Skirts formed a very delightful Valley, at little more 
than the Diftance of two Leagues, they came to a great Wall, 
which ran from the one Mountain to the other, entirely ftop- 
ping up the Way: A {fumptuous and {trong Piece of Building, 
which fhewed the Power and Greatnefs of the Owner. The 
Outlide was of hewn Stone, united with Mortar of extra- 
ordinary Strength. It was twenty Foot thick, and a Fathom 
and an half high ; and on the Top was a Parapet, after the 
Manner of our Fortifications. The Entrance was narrow and 
winding, the Wall in that Part dividing, and making two Walls, 
which circularly crofled each other, for the Space of ten Paces; 
They were informed by the Indians of Zocothlan, that the faid 
Fortification was the Boundary of the Province of Tlafcala, 
built in former Ages to defend themfelves againft the Invafions 
of their Enemies ; and it was very happy that they had not 
poffefied themfelves of it againft the Spaniards; which they 
did not, either becaufe there wanted Room in this Work for 
them to march out and receive them, or that they refolved to 
expect them in the open Field, and inveft them with their 
whole Force, and {fo deprive the Inferior in Number of the Ad- 
vantage of engaging in a narrow Pafs, 

THE Spaniards pafled to the other Side without any Diforder 
or Difficulty ; and having again formed themfelves, continu’d 
their March flowly, till coming out into a more fpacious Coun- 
try, the Scouts difcovered at a large Diftance twenty or thirt 
Indians, whole Plumes (an Ornament only ufed by Soldiers) 
denoted that there were Troops in the Field. They came 
with this Account to Cortex; who ordered them to return 
with Speed, and endeavour to call them with Signs of 
Peace, without giving themfelves much Trouble in fol- 
lowing them ; for the Place where they were was uneven, 
and there feemed to be feveral Hollows and high Banks ca- 
pable of hiding an Ambufcade. He immediately felloxid 

them 
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them with eight Horfe, ordering his Captains to advance 
leifurely with the Infantry ; for it is never right to march Sol- 
diers out of Breath, and enter into an Engagement with Troops 
that are fatigued. 

THE Indians ftay’d in the fame Place till the fix Horfe of the | 
Vanguard drew near ; and without minding their Calling, and: 
Behaviour with which they endeavoured to perfwade them to 
Peace, they turned their Backs, running till they incorporated 
with a Party a little before them, where they fac’d about, and 
put themfelves upon their Defence. At the fame Time. the 
fourteen Horfe joined, and charged that Troop, rather to dif- 
cover the Country, than for any Account they made of their 
{mall Number. The Indians ftood the Charge, lofing but little 
Ground, making ufe of their Arms fo valiantly, that without 
minding what Damage they received, they wounded two Sol- 
diers and five Horfes. Upon that the Ambufcade which they 
had prepared, march’d out to the Afhftance of their Friends, 
and they difcovered a Body of about five thoufand Men at the 
Time when the Infantry came up, and the Troops formed 
themfelves in a Battalion, to fuftain the Fury with which the 
Enemy advanced to charge. But at the firft Volley of the Fire 
Arms, which made a great Slaughter of their People, they 
turned their Backs and retired very haftily ; which firft Confufion 
the Spaniards took Advantage of to clofe with them ; and did 
it with fuch good Order, and fo much Refolution, that m a 
{mall Time they quitted the Field, leaving fixty Men dead up- 
on the Spot, and fome Prifoners. Hernan Cortex did not care 
to follow the Chace, becaufe the Day was declining, and he 
was defirous rather to terrify than deltroy them. The Spaniards 
immediately poffefled themfelves of fome little Houfes which 
were in fight, where they found Provifions, and pafled the 
Night chearfully, but not careledly, fome taking their Reft, 
whilft others watch’d. 

Tue next Day they continued their March in the fame Or- 
der; and difcovered the Enemy a fecond Time in a larger Body 
than before, coming with much more Hafte than good Order. 
They marched up their ‘Troops with great Noife and Arrogance : 
But difcharging at too great a Diftance, their Arrows did no 
Execution ; and at the fame Time began to retreat, continuing 
to difcharge at a great Diftance, and particularly the Slingers, 
who were the furtheft off, feemed the moft refolute. 

Hernan Correz foon perceiv’d, that their Retreat had 
more of Stratagem than Fear ; and guefling that a greater En- 
gagement would enfue, he follow’d the Enemy with his Forces 

in 
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in clofe Order, till having gained an Eminence which interpofed 
in the Road, he difcovered in the Plain, on the other fide, an 
Army which, as it was faid, confifted of above forty thoufand 
Men. It was compofed of various Nations, diftinguifhed by the 
Colours of their Enfigns and Plumes. In it were the Nobles of 
Tlafcala, and all their Confederates. Xicotencal commanded in 
Chief, who, as has been faid, was General of the Army of the 
Republick ; and under him the Auxiliary Troops were com: 
manded by their own Caziques, or moft confiderable Soldiers. 
Tue Spaniards might very well have been difheartned at the 
Sight of fuch an unequal Force ; but upon this Occafion, the 
Experience they had gained in Tabafco ftood them in great 
Stead, and Hernan Cortez topp'd but a very little while to per- 
{wade them to the Battle; for he faw by their Countenances 
and other Demonftrations, the Defire they had to engage. 
They began prefently to march down the Hill with a chearful 
Security : And becaufe it was broken uneven Land, in which 
they could not manage their Horfes, neither had the Fire-Arms 
their Effect, difcharged from the upper Ground, they took 
much Pains to beat off the Enemy from thofe Grounds where 
they endeavoured to difpute the Pafs: But as foon as the Horfe 
got into better Ground, and part of the Foot had march’d into 
the Plain, they difpofed themfelves fo as to make Way for the 
Artillery to come down, and the Rear-Guard to form them- 
felves. The main Body of the Enemies was at little more Di« 
ftance than Mufket-Shot, engaging only with Shouts and 
Threats ; but {carce did our Troops begin to move, after the 
signal given, when the Indians began to retire again, as if they 
had fled; being indeed a fecond Stratagem of Xicotencal’s, to 
gain by the advancing of the Spaniards, his velign of furround- 
ing and attacking them on all Sides; as appeared foon after ; 
for as foon as ever they had them at a Diftance from the Hill, 
which might have fecured their Rear, the greateft Part of their Ar- 
my opened to the Right and Left, and running furioully, poffef- 
fed themfelves of the Ground on bothSides ; and then clofing the 
Circle, obtained their Defign of furrounding their Enemies at 
a Diftance. They prefently began to clofe with incredible Di- 
ligence, and draw into a lefs Compafs; and were fo united and 
refolute, that the Spaniards found it neceflary to draw up in a 
Square, facing every Way, and take Care of defending them- 
felves rather than of offending the Enemy, making Amends by 
Union, and a good Difpofition for the Inequality of Numbers. 
Tue Air was filled with Arrows, and rent by their Shouts 
and Noife: It rained Darts and Stones upon the Spaniards ; 
Oo and. 
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and the Indians being fenfible what little Effect their mul- 
Give Arms had on their Enemy, came quickly to the Pikes 
and Swords. Great was the Slaughter of the Indians, and 
greater was there Obftinacy. Io 
HerNAN CorTEZ charged with’ his Horfe where he found 
the greateft Occafion, breaking in -and trampling under Foot 
all that were near him. The Fire-Arms did them great Da- 
mage, and at the fame Time occafioned much Terror; the 
Artillery did not make a Shot in vain, cafting Aftonifhment 
among thofe whom the Balls {pared.’ As “it was one of 
their Policies of War to conceal their Wounded, and carry off 
their Dead, a great many were employed that Way, and their 
Troops began to diminith ; fo that they fell back to a greater 
Diftance, and began to fight more cautioufly ; but Hernan Cortex, 
before they could put themfelves in Order to clofe afrefh, re- 
refolved to attack the weakeft Part of their Army, and open a 
Paflage to feize fome Poft, whereby he might extend his whole 
Front againft the Enemy. He communicated his Intentions to 
his Captains ; and having placed his Horfe on the Wings, fol- 
lowed by the Foot at a large Pace, he clofed with the Indians, 
calling aloud upon St. Peter, At firft they made fome Reiift- 
ance, plying their Weapons valiantly ; but the Fiercenefs of the 
Horfes (fupernatural or monftruous in their Imagination) put 
them into Fear and Diforder, fo that flying on all Sides, they 
wounded and trod one another under Foot, doing the fame Da- 
mage to themfelves which they feared from the Spaniards. 
Pepro DE Moron, who was mounted on a lutty fwift 
Mare, had engaged himfelf too far; when fome principal 
Tla[calans (who were got together for this Purpofe) feeing him 
alone, attacked him, and_ having feized his Lance and Bridle- 
Arm, gave the Mare fo many Wounds that fhe fell down dead, 
and in an Inftant they cut off her Head, fome fay, it was at 
one Stroke ; but that hyperbolical Way of Speaking does no- 
thing alter the Subftance of the Facts, Pedro de Moron received 
fome flight Wounds, and was taken Prifoner ; but he was foon 
after relieved by other Horfe, who, with the Death of fome 
Indians, freed him, and brought him back to the Army. ‘This 
Accident was no way favourable to the Defign they had; for 
it gave the Enemy Time to return and clofe, and form them- 
felves again on that Side; fo that the Spaniards now tired with 
the Engagement, (for it lafted an Hour,) began to doubt of 
the Succefs ; but making a. Virtue of Neceflity, they were 
preparing to renew their Attack, when at once the Cries of 
the Enemy ceafed, and there being a fudden Silence among 
that 
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that Multitude, they heard only their little Kettle-Drums 
and Horns founding a Retreat, after their Manner, as prefently 
appeared ; for at the fame Time their Troops began to move 
off, and marching flowly for the Road of Tilafcala, they re- 
moved to the Top of a Hill, and left the Field to. their 
Enemies. | 
Tue Spaniards had Time to breathe upon this extraordinary 
Accident, which appeared to them miraculous, becaufe they 
did not perceive any natural Caufe, to which it might be at- 
tributed ; but they underftood afterwards (by Means of fome Pri- 
{oners) that Xicotencal had ordered the Retreat, becaufe the greateft 
Part of his Commanders being killed in the Battle, he durift not 
undertake to manage fo many Men, without Officers to com- 
mand them. Many of their Nobles likewife fell, which made 
the Undertaking coft them dear, and. very great was the Num- 
ber of their Wounded ; but notwithftanding fo great a Lofs, 
and that our Troops were entire, and they the People who. re- 
treated, they entred their Lodgment triumphant, accounting it 
for a Victory that they were not overcome; and the Head of 
the Mare, being all they had to thew for their Triumph, 
Xicotencal carried it before him upon the Point of a Spear, and 
prefently fent it to Tlafcala, making a Prefent to the Senate of 
that formidable Spoil of War ; which was greatly admired, and 
afterwards facrificed in one of their Temples with extraordinary 
Solemnity: A proper Victim for thofe Altars, and lefs unclean 
than the very Gods which were honoured by it. = 
On our Side about nine or ten Soldiers were wounded, and 
fome Zempoalans, whofe Affliftance was of great Service upon 
this Occafion; for the Example of the Spaniards made them 
valiant, together with the Anger of feeing their Alliance de- 
{pifed and broken. At a little Diftance they difcovered a {mall 
Place, feated on an Eminence which commanded the Country ; 
and Hernan Cortex confidering the Fatigue of his People, and 
how much Occafion they had to be refrefhed, confulted about 
poflelling himfelf of that Poft for their Lodgment ; which 
was done without Difhculty ; for the Inhabitants abandoned it 
upon the Retreat of their Army, leaving in it Abundance of 
Vidtuals, which helped to preferve their own Provifions, and 
refrefh their Wearinefs. There was not fufficient Accommo- 
dation for all to be under Cover ; but the Zempoalans took Care 
of themfelves, building Huts in a very fhort Time; and the 
Situation, which was naturally ftrong, was fecured as well as 
poflible with fome Works of Earth and Fafcines, which they 
rais d all the reft of the Day, with as much Heart and Chear- 
! . fulnefs 
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fulneis as if their very Work were Reft; not that they were 
infenfible of the Danger in which they were, or thought the 
War finifh’d, but becaufe they attributed that to Providence, 
which they could not fo much as hope for from their own 
Strength ; and finding now that Heaven had declared in their 
Favour, they looked on thofe Things as pothble, which a little 
before they held for miraculous. 


CHAP. XVII. 


The Vlafcalans recruit their Army. They engage a 
fecond Time with greater Force; and are over- 
thrown and broke by the Valour of the Spaniards, 
and by another new Accident, which puts them in 
Diforder. ) 


ARIOUS were the Reafonings in Tlafcala, upon 
the News of this ill Succefs. They lamented the 
Death of their Captains and Caziques in a publick 
Manner ; and from this Concern of theirs {prung diffe- 
rent Opinions. Some cried out for Peace, dignifying the Spaniards 
with the Name of immortal; whilft others broke out into Re- 
proaches and Threats againft them, comforting themfelves with 
the Death of the Mare, the only Trophy of the War. Magi/- 
catzin boafted he had forefeen the Succefs, repeating to his 
Friends what he had reprefented in the Senate, {peaking of it 
as one who finds a Vanity even in the rejecting of his Advice. 
Xicotencal from his Camp defired that they would reinforce his 
Army with frefh Supplies, leffening his Lofs, and making ufe 
of that to move them to Revenge. At this Time one of the 
Confederate Caziques arrived at T/afcala with ten thoufand Men, 
which Succour they looked on as a Providence of the Gods ; 
and their Courage encreafing with their Forces, the Senate re- 
folved to lift frefh Troops, and profecute the War at all Ha- 
zard. 

HERNAN CorTeEz (the Day after the Battle) endeavoured 
only to put his Fortifications in better Order, and furround his 
Quarters, adding new Works to help the natural Strength of the 
Place. 
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Place. He had a Mind to zehew the Offers of Peace, and could 
find no Way to introduce his Negotiation; for the four Zem- 
poalan Envoys (who were returned to the Army by different 
Ways) came terrify’d, and infected the reit. They had happily 
broke from a ftreight Confinement, (where they wete put the 
Day Xicotencal took the Field,) being deftin’d with their Blood 
to appeafe the God of War; and upon the Report they made of 
this Inhumanity, it did not feem convenient, nor indeed would’ 
it have been eafy to make others expote themfelves to the fame 
Danger. 

‘Tue very Stillnefs of the Enemy gave him Concern; for 
there was not any Rumour of War in all the Country round 
about; and the Retreat of Xieotencal had all the Signs of a Dil- 
pute not yet ended. He ought in right Reafon to have main- 
tained this Poft for his Retreat, in cafe of Neceflity; but he 
found Inconveniencies in that Refolution; for the Indians would 
have interpreted the fhutting himfelf up in his Quarters, as 
Want of Valour; a Confideration of great Importance, in a 
War fupported more by Opinion than Force. 

Bu t taking Care of every Thing, like a diligent Comman= 
der, he refolved to fally out the next Day in the Morning to 
gain Intelligence, view the Country, and difturb the Enemy ; 
which he executed in Perfon, with all his Horfe, and two hun- 
dred Foot, the one Half Spaniards,, and the other Zempoalans. 

We muft own this Undertaking was dangerous, confidering 
the Force of the Enemy, and in a Country fo conveniently dit 
pofed for Ambuthes. Hernan Cortez {hould have ventured his 
Perfon lefs, the whole Affair depending upon him; and in our 
Opinion, this Excefs of Bravery is by no Means worthy of Imi- 
tation, by thofe who command Armies, whofe Safety ought to 
be confider’d as. publick, and whofe Valour is to infpire others. 
We might excufe him by the Examples of feveral great Men, who 
have beenthe firft in expofing themfelves to the Dangers of Battles, 
performing a Part with their Swords, in the Execution of their 
own Commands; but as we are more obliged to give a juit Re- 
lation of his ACtions, than to clear them from all Blame, we 
fhall leave him open to this honourable ObjeCtion, which is in- 
deed the beft Fault of a Commander. 

Tuevy went fo far as to difcover fome Villages in the Road 
to Tlafcala, where they found great Quantities of Provifions, and 
took feveral Prifoners; from whom they underftood, that Xico- 
tencal was encamped two Leagues from thence, not far from the 
City; and that he was railing more Forces againit the Spaniards; 


-with which Account they returned to their Quarters, having 


P p | done 


146 The Hiftory of the Conquest — Boox I. 


done fome Damage in the neighbouring Places: For the Zems 
poalans, who were now anger’d upon their own Account, put 


every Thing to Fire and Sword they met in their Way; an Ex- 


cefs which Cortex reprimanded faintly ; for he was not forry that 
the Tlafcalans fhould be made fenfible how far he was from be- 
ing afraid of the War, fince he provoked them to it with fuch 
Holtilities. 
+ HE prefently fet at Liberty all the Prifoners he had made in that 
Sally; and gave them {uch Entertainment as appeared necef- 
fary to make them forget their Fear of the Spaniards, and to 
return with an Account of their Benignity. He ordered to fearch 
out (among the other Prifoners that were taken on the Day of 
the Battle, ) thofe who appeared the molt ingenious; and out of 
thofe he chofe two or three to carry a Meflage to Xicotencal. The 
Subftance of which was, That he was very much concerned for the 
Lofs bis People had fuftained in the Battle; for which they were to 
blame who gave the Occafion, by receiving thofe with Arms who came 
to propofe Peace; that he did again require it of him, laying afide 
entirely all the Reafons he had to be difpleafed; but that if they 
would not prefently difarm, and accept of it, they would oblige him 
utterly to deftroy them at once, making the Name of their Nation a 
Terror to their Neighbours. The Indians departed with this Medf- 
faze, well inftructed and pleas’d, promifing to return with the 
Anfwer; and but a few Hours pafled before they made good 
their Word : But they returned bloody and ill-treated ; for X7- 
cotencal order’d them to be punifh’d for their Boldnefs in bring- 
ing him fuch a Propofal; and did not order them to be kill'd, 
that they might return wounded to the Sight of Cortez; and 
that carrying with them this farther Proof of his Refolution, 
they might let him know, That at the firft Rifing of the Sun he 
fhould fee him in the Field; that his Intention was to carry him 
and all his People alive to the Altar. of his Gods, and appeafe them 
with their Hearts Blood; and that he did immediately give him Notice 
of his Refolution, that he might have Time to prepare himfelf : Giving 
him further to underftand, that he was not accuflomed to leffen the 
Glory of his Victories by the Carelef{ne[s of bis Enemies. ‘Yhe In- 
folence of this Barbarian occafion’d more Anger.than Concern in 
the Mind of Cortex: But. he did not difregard his Advice, nor 
defpife his Counfel; -on the contrary, at the firft Break of Day, 
he drew out his Troops into the Field, leaving in his Quarters 
fuch a Force as he thought neceflary for their Defence, and ad- 
vancing little leis than half a League, chofe.a convenient Pott, 
where he might receive the Enemy with Advantage; there he 
form’d 
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form’d his Ranks as the Ground would permit, and agreeable to 
the Experience he already had of this War. His Flanks he {es 
cured with the Artillery, ordering them when and at what Dif- 
tance to difcharge. He fent his Vanguard before, and put- 
ting himfelf at the Head of his Horfe, to take care of fuccouring 
where it was needful, he attended the Succeds, {hewing in his 
Countenance the Eafinefs of his Mind, without having much 
Occafion to make ufe of his Eloquence to inftruct and animate 
his Soldiers ; for they all came chearful and courageous, — their 
Cuftom of overcoming making them defirous to engage. 

Iv was not long before the Scouts returned with an Account 
that the Enemy was upon the March with a very powerful Are 
my; and very foon after they difcovered their Vanguard. 
The Plain began to fill with armed Indians ; the Eye could not 
reach the End of their Troops, which covered the whole Hori- 
zon. ‘Their Army confifted of above fifty thoudand Men, (as they 
themfelves confefs’d,) the whole Force of the Republick, and all 
their Allies, that they might take the Spaniards alive, and carry 
them bound, firft offering their Blood to the Gods, and then 


giving their Fleth for a Banquet. They brought forth into the 


Field a great Eagle of Gold, raifed on high, the Enfign of 
Tlafcala, which they only made ufe of in their greateft Under- 
takings. They drew near with incredible Diligence ; and when 
they came within Reachyof the Cannon, the Artillery began to 
put a Stop to their Speed, ftriking fuch a Terror into them, 
that they flood fill fome Time, divided between Fear and An- 
ser: But Anger prevailing, they came forward in a Throng, tll 
they were fo near as to make ufe of their Slings and Arrows, 
where they were ftopp’d a fecond Time by the Terror of the 
Fire-Arms and Crofs-Bows. 

Tue Engagement continued along Time very bloody on the 
Part of the Ivdians, and but with {mall Damage to the Spa- 
niards, by reafon of the Advantage of their Arms, and the Or- 
der and good Difpofition with which they gave and received 
the Gharge; but the Indians perceiving the Blood they loft, and 
that their own Dilatorinefs was deftructive to them, they mo- 
vedoall at once ; and the Hindmoft pufhing on the Foremott, 
the whole Multitude fell upon the Spaniards and Zempoalans 
with fo much Fury and Defpair, that they broke and difordered 
them, quite overthrowing that Union and good Difpofition in 
which they were formed. There was then Occafion for all the 
Valour of the Soldiers, all the Bravery and Diligence of the Of- 
ficers, all the Strength of the Horfe, and all the Want of mili- 
tary Skill in the Indians, to enable them to form again; eich 
they 
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they did by main Force, and with the Death of all that did not 
immediately give Way before them. 

Ar this Time there happened an Accident, as before, by 
which it appeared a fecond ‘time that the fpecial Providence of 
God defended his own Caufe: Avery great Difturbance was per- 
ceived in the Enemy’s Army; Troops were moving to different 
Parts, dividing and turning their Arms againft each other : Where- 
upon, they all retired in a tumultuous Manner; and thofe who 
engaged in the Front, turned their Backs and fled. The Spa- 
niards purfued them with fome {mall Execution; for Cortez 
did not care to expofe himfelf to their charging him again at 
too great a Diftance from his Quarters. 

Ir was known afterwards that the Caufe of that Difturbance, 
and the Reafon of this fecond Retreat was, that Xicotencal, who 
was a patlonate proud Man, and founded his Authority upon 
the Patience of thofe under his Command, did, with too much 
Liberty, reprimand one of the principal Caziques, who ferved 
under him with ten thoufand Men, calling him a Coward, and 
Mean-{pinited, for not advancing when the reft were engaged ; 
which he returned with fo much Boldnefs, that it came to a 
Breach and a Challenge between them; and in a fhort Time it 
became the Caudle of their whole Nation, who efpoufed the 
Quarrel of their Chief, and prepared: for his Defence; with 
which Example other Caziques; who were his Friends,: .muti- 
mied; and taking a Refolution of withdrawing their Troops from 
an Army, where their Valour was fo little regarded, they put 
it in Execution with fo much Celerity and Difpleafure, that 
they put all the reft into Diforder ; ‘and Xicotencal being fenfible 
of his Weaknefs, endeavoured: only to fecure himfelf, leaving 
the Field and the Victory to his Enemies. 

Iris not our Intention to relate this fo favourable Succefs, 
and {o opportune to the Spaniards,\as a Miracle; on the contra 
ry, we confefs, thar it was the cafual Difagreement of thofe 
Caziques, and might ealily happen when a General commanded 
of fo little Temper, and with fo little Superiority over the 
Confederates of his Republick; but whoever will confider this 
powerful Army of Barbarians, overthrown and broke to Pieces a 
firft and fecond Time, (an AGion fearce to be {uppofed, feeming 
{uperior to any human Force,) muft acknowledge in the very 
Cafualties the Hand of God, whofe ineffable Wifdom is wont 
to bring about his high Defigns by thofe which Men call Con- 


tingencies, making ule very often of that which he permits, to 
bring about that which he.is difpofing. 


GREAT 
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Great was the Number of the Indians killed upon this 
Occafion, and much greater that of the wounded, (as they 
themfelves did afterwards relate.) On our Side only one Sol« 
dier was killed, and twenty wounded, but fo flightly, that they 
were able to mount Guard that Night. But notwithitanding this 
Vidtory was fo great, and fo much more wonderful than the 
lait, (for they engaged with a greater Army, and the Enemy re: 
tired overthrown,) yet the Novelty of having been broke 
and put into Diforder in the Battle, made {uch an Impref- 
fion upon fome of the Spanifh Soldiers, that they returned to 
their Quarters melancholy and difhearten’d, like Men who had 
been vanquifh’d. There were very many who plainly declar’d, 
That they would not wilfully throw themfelves away for 
Cortex’s Humour; that he fhould think of returning to Vera 
Crux, for that it was impoflible to advance any farther; or, 
that otherwife they would do it themfelves, leaving him alone 
to his Ambition and Temerity. Hernan Cortex was informed of 
this, and retired to his Tent, without endeavouring to reduce 
them, cill they were recovered from that Fright, and had 
Time to be fenfible how much they were miftaken in what they 
propofed: For in Diftempers of this Kind, hafty Remedies ra- 
ther irritate than correct ; Fear in Men being a violent Paffion, 
which Reafon at the firft cannot govern. 


Gobien ee NLA 


Hernan Cortez ftills the new Difturbance among his 
Men. The People of Viafcala take the Spaniards 
for Enchaaters. They confult theer Magzczans ; 
and by thetr Advice attack them by Night in their 
Quarters. 


sjaurey| HE Difturbance among the Malecontents encreafed ; 
) ai and the Diligence of the Captains, together with the 
contrary Opinion of the better fort, not being fufh- 

== cient to reduce them, Hernan Cortex found it neceflary 
to fhew himfelf, and endeavour to bring them to Reafon. To 
which End, he order’d all the Spaniards to.affemble in the Place 
of Arms, upon Pretence of coming to a Refolution upon the 


Qq prefent 
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prefent’ State of Affairs ; and placing near himfelf the moft 
Troublefome, (a fort of Favour necetlary for their better hears 
ing,) “It allows, faid he, of no great Difpute, what our Ar- 
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my is to do, having gained in a {hort Time two Battles, in 
which your Valour, and the Weaknels of -your Enemies, 
have equally appeared. It as true, overcoming an: Enemy 16 
not the finilhing Stroke of a War ; for the improving a Vic- 
tory has alfo its Difhculties: And we mutt avoid thofe Dan- 
gers that oftentimes attend good Succels, as Things annexed 
to human Felicity. But this, my Friends, is not what gives 
me Trouble: I ftand im: need of your Advice: upon a greater 
Doubt. They tell me,:that fome of our Soldiers are again 
defirous, and ftir up one another to propofe, «thatwe fhould 
retreat: I amwilling to believe they ground this Opinion 
upon fome good Reafon ;but it is not right, that a Point ef 
fo much Importance fhould be treated im a murmuring 
Manner. ‘Tell all. your: Opinions freely; do not difcredit 
what you earneftly defire, by propofing it in a criminal Way. 
And that we may all reafon upon that which is modt conve- 
nient for us all, let us firft confider the Condition in which 
we are, and refolve at once upon fomething which cannot be 
contradifted.’ ‘This Enterprize was begun with your Appro- 
bation, I may fay, with your Applaufe. Our Refolution was 
to pafs on to the Court of Motexuma. We all devoted our 
{elves to this Undertaking for our Religion, and our King,_ as 
alfo for our Honour and our Hopes. ‘Thefe Indians of Tlaj- 
cala, who endeavour’d to oppofe our Defign. with all the 
Power of the Republick and Confederates, are now over- 
thrown and conquer’d. It is not poflible (according to the 
natural Courfe of Things) that they dhould delay long to 
requeft Peace, or grant us Paflage. If this happens, how 
greatly will it add to our Reputation 2? What will thefe Bar- 
barians conceive of us, who already rank us with their Gods? ~ 
Motexuma, who expected vis with Concern, (as has appeared 
by the Repetition and Artifice of his Embaflies,) will behold 
us with greater Terror, after having vanquifhed the Tlafca- 
lans, who are the moft valiant Men of the Country, and 
have by Force of Arms maintain’d their Liberty againft him. 
It may be very pollible that he will make us very advanta- 
seous Offers, fearing left we fhould join with his Rebels. 
And very poflible that this fameDifficulty, we now meet with, 
may be the Means which God makes ufe of to facilitate our 
Undertakings, by making Tryal of our Conftancy ; for he 
will not work Miracles for us, without making ufe both of 

OLE 
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“ our Hearts and Hands.. But if we fhould turn our Backs, 
“ (and be the firft that have been difcouraged by Victories, ) all 
“ our Deligixand Labour is loft at,once. What can we hope 
“ for? or what is it that we ought not to fear ?, Thefe very 
“ vanquith’d People, that are now, terrifyd, and fugitive, will 
“be animated at our ‘being difhearten‘d, and, knowing all the 
“ fhort Cuts and difficult Paflages of the Country, they will 
“ purfue, and break us in, our March. Our, Indian Friends 
“(who ftand:by us contented and courageous) will quit us; 
“and efcapeto their\own Couatry, publifbing our Difgrace. 
“The Zempoalans and Totonaques, our Confederates, (who are 
our only Refuge in the Retreat,), will confpire again{t us; 
lofing the great Opinion they had) of our Power. I repeat it 
“ again, let every Thing bematurely confider’d, and by comparing 
“ the Hopes which we abandon, with) the Dangers to which we 
“-expofe our felves, propofe and deliberate what will be moft 
“ convenient ; for I leave you to, your full Liberty of Dit- 
“‘ courfe, and have laid before you the Inconveniencies rather 
“‘ to free my Opinion from Blame, than defend it.” 

ScarceEty had Hernan Cortex, finith’d his, Difcourfe,, when 
one of the diflatisfy’d Soldiers, convinced by his Reafons,  xaifed 
his Voice, telling the reft, ‘ Friends, our Captain asks what we 
“ are to do, but inftructs us while he jis asking’: It is not pof- 
“ fible for us to retire now, without being loft.” AT ce: 

Tue reft were convinced, confefling their Error, and the 
other Part rejoiced at their being undeceiv'd; and it was refolv’d, 
by Acclamations, to profecute the Enterprize. .The Difturbance 
of thofe Soldiers who were defirous of finding, Reft in the Ifle 
of Cuba, being at that Time entirely pacity’d; whofe Unreafo- 
nablenefs was one of the Difficulties which did moft trouble the 
Mind, and exercife the Conftancy of Cortez in this Enterprize. 

_ Tuts fecond Rout of their Army caufedan unulual Trouble in 
Tlafeala : They all admir’d, and were confounded. The com- 
mon People cried out for Peace’; and the Nobles were unable 
to carry on the War. Some propos’d to retire to the Moun- 
tains with their Families ; others faid the Spaniards were Deities, 
inclining to pay them Obedience’ with Circumftances. of Ado- 
ration. 

Tue Senate aflembled to confult how to teftore their Af: 
fairs: And beginning to argue from their own Fear, they all 
confeffed that the Force of thofe Strangers appeared to be more 
than natural : But they were not fullysperfwaded they were 
Gods, efteeming it too great a Lightnefs to conform their Opi- 
nions to the Credulity of the Vulgar ; but were rather inclin’d 
to 
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to believe that they performed fuch wonderful Actions by ma 
gical Art. And coming to a Refolution, that they ought to have 
Recourfe to the fame Science, in order to overcome them, and 
fo take off the Force of one Enchantment with another, they 
fummoned their Magicians and Diviners for this Purpofe, whofe 
Delufions were much introduced by the Devil in that Country, 
and no lefg reverenced. ‘The Opinion of the Senate was com- 
smunicated to them, which they approv’d of with myfterious 
Confideration ; giving them to underftand, that they knew 
what Doubt they had to propofe, and had beforehand f{tudied 
the Cafe; telling them, ‘Phat by the Obfervation of their Cir- 
cles, and by their Divinations, they had fully difcover'd the Se- 
cret of this Novelty ; and that the Whole confifted, in that the 
Spaniards were the Offspring of the Sun, produced by his own 
active Quality in the Mother-Earth of the Oriental Regions, 
their greateft Enchantment being the Prefence of their Father, 
whofe warm Influence did communicate unto them a Kind of 
Force fuperior to human Nature, and made them immortal ; 
but that upon his difappearing in the W eft, the Influence ceafed, 
and they remained difheartned and wither’d, like the Herbs of 
the Field, reduced to the Terms of Mortality, like other Men ; 
for which Confideration it was neceflary to attack them by 
Night, and deftroy them ‘before the Rifing Sun made them in- 
vincible. | 

TuosE Senators very much applauded the great Knowledge 
of their Magicians, being fatisfy’d that they had found out the » 
difficult Point,' and difcover’d the Way to obtain Victory. It 
was contrary to the Cuftom of this Country to engage by 
Night ; but as in extraordinary Cafes little Refpect is had to 
Cuftom, this ‘important News was fent to Xicotencal, with Or- 
ders to attack the'Spaniards in their Quarters on the Setting of 
the Sun, endeavouring to deftroy and make an End of them 
before he fhould return to the Eaft. Acordingly he began to 
difpofe every Thing for the Action, believing (with fome Ex- 
cufe) the Impofture of the Magicians, as coming to him autho- 
rized by the Opinion of the Senate. 

DuRtNno this Interim of Time, the Spaniards had feveral 
Rencounters of little Confequence. Some Troops of the Ene- 
mies fhewed themfelves on the Eminences near the Quarters, 
who either fled before the Spaniards could engage them, or were 
beat off with Lofs. ‘They made fome Sallies to raife Contribu- 
tions from the neighbouring Villages, where they ufed the In- 
habitants well, and gained both their Good Wills and Provitions. 
Cortex took {pecial Care to preferve Difcipline, and keep his 

People 
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People vigilant, during this Time of Reft in their Quarters, 
He always had his Centinels poited at a Diftance, his Guards 
mounted with the utmoft Military Strictnefs; the Horfes ftood 
faddled all Night, with their Bridles upon the Pummels ;_ the 
Soldiers either watch’d, or, if they tefted, lay upon their Arms. 
An Exactnefs which feems fuperfluous to the Negligent, but 


then provd very neceflary; for at the coming on of the Night, 


deftin’d for the Attack refolv’d on by the Tlafcalans, the Centi- 
nels difcover’d a Body of the Enemy marching towards their 
Quarters with unaccultom’d Slownefs and Silence. Notice was 
given of it without any Noife; and as the Soldiers were always 
prepard for fuch Accidents, they immediately mann’d the Works, 
and with great Readinefs difpos’d every Thing that appear’d ne- 
ceflary for their Defence. 


XicoTENCAL upon the Credit of his Magicians came on in- 


fenfible of Danger, thinking to find his Enemies without Spirit 
or Strength, and to end the War before the Rifing of the Sun; 


but be brought with him ten thoufand Men, left they fhould 


not be difpirited by the Abfence of the Sun. The Spaniards 


let him draw near, without making any Motion; and he made 


a Difpolition to attack the Quarters on three Sides: Which Or- 
dex the Indians executed with Speed and Refolution ; but they 
met with fuch a powerful and unlook’d-for Refiftance, that many 
died in the Attack, and the reft were ftruck with the more Fear, 
by how much the greater had been the Security with which they 


came. Xicotencal was fenfible (tho’ late) of the Delufion of his 


Sorcerers, and of the Difhiculty of his Undertaking; but his 


_ Anger and Courage would not let him confider, and therefore 
he gave Orders for another Attack to be made on all Sides, 
and he return’d to the Affault, pouring the whole Body of his 


Troops upon our Defences. We cannot but acknowledge the 


| Valour with which the Indians try’d this Way of Fight in the 
Night, and againit a Fortification, a Thing altogether new in 
their Way of making War. They helped one another with 


their Shoulders and Arms to gain the Wall, and -receiv’d 
Wounds, which they made larger by their own prefling for- 
ward; and the foremoft falling, did not in the leait terrify 
thofe who came behind. 

Tue Combat lafted a long Time, their own Diforder en- 
damaging them no lefs than our Arms; till Xicotencal being con- 
vine’d that it was not pollible for him to compafs what he in- 
tended, order’d the Signal to be given for drawing off, and 


thought of retreating. But Hernan Cortex (who had a watchful 
Eye over all, ) as foon as he found them flackening, -and faw 


Bars that 
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that they return’d in Heaps from the Wall, fent out Part of 
his Foot, and all his Horfe, which were ready prepard, with 
Breaft-Plates full of Bells, that by the Novelty of the Noife 
they might {trike the greater Terror: Which fudden Affaule 
put the Indians into {uch a Fright, that they endeavour’d only 
to efcape, without making any Reliftance. They left a con- 
fiderable Number of Dead in the Field, with fome Wounded, 
which they could not carry off; and of the Spaniards only two 
or three were wounded, and one Zempoalan kill’d: An Event 
that feem’d miraculous, confidering the innumerable Multitude 
of Arrows, Darts, and Stones, which they found within their 
Intrenchments; and a Victory, which for the Eafinefs and 
{mall Expence wherewith it was gained, was celebrated among 
the Soldiers with particular Demontftrations of Joy; though 
at that Time they were not fenfible how much it imported 
them to have been valiant in the Night, nor of the Obliga- 
tions they lay under to the Magicians of Tla/cala, whofe Folly 
was of Ufe in this Work; for it raisd the Reputation of 
the Spaniards to the higheft Pitch, and facilitated a Peace, 
which is the beft Advantage of War. 


Cd: Ay Poni doXe 


The Senate commands the.General to fufpend the War: 
Fle refufes to obey; but-on.the contrary, defigns to 
give a frelh Affault upo the Spanith Quarters. 
Fits Spies, ave difcovered and puuifh’d. A Treaty 
of Peace begins ta be fet on. foot. 


Gaia} HE great Hopes which the City had conceived, with- 
a ve out any other Reafon, than that of trufting the 
ea Succels of their Arms to the Favour of the Night, 
== being vanith’d, the Common People again called out 
for Peace; the Nobles were diflatisfy’d, and came now into 
the fame Sentiments with the Populace, though they made 
lefs Noife: -The Senators were difhearten’d and filent; and. 
the firft Thing they did, was. to punith, their, Magicians for 
their own Folly, not fo much, becaufe, Deceit in. them was. 
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anew Thing, but becaufe they were afhamed they had bes 
lieved them. Two or three of the chiefeft of them were 
facrificed in one of their Temples; the reft were reprimand: 
ed, and found themfelves obliged to Lye with lefs Liberty 
in that Aflembly. ? 

AFTER that, the Senate met to confult about the princi 
pal Affair, and all without Exception, inclined to Peace ; grant: 
ing that the Judgment of Magifeatzin had forefeen what had 
befallen them, and the moft Incredulous confefling, that thofe 
Strangers were, without Doubt, the Celeftial Men mentioned 
in their Prophecies. ‘Their firft Refolution was to difpatch an 
Exprefs immediately to Xicotencal, with Orders to fufpend the 
War, and only keep himfelf upon his Guard; acquainting him, 
that they were treating for a Peace, which was already refolved 
on the Part of the Senate, and that they would immediately 
name Ambafladors to propofe it, and to make the beft Terms 
they could in Favour of the Republick. 

However, Xicotencal was 1o obftinately bent againft the 
Spaniards, and fo far blinded by his Martial Employment, that 
he utterly denied Obedience to this Order, and anfwered with 
Arrogance and Difrefpect, That he and his Soldiers were the true 
Senate, and would take Care of the Credit of their Nation, fince the 
Fathers of the Country abandoned it. We had difpofed Matters 
fo as to affault the Spaniards a fecond Time by Night, and 
within their Quarters; not that he made any Account of’ the 


_ paft Divinations, but becaufe he thought it better to keep them 


{hut up, that they might come alive into his Hands. But 


| he intended to go upon this Undertaking with a greater Force; 
| and better Intelligence; and knowing that fome Peafants of 
_ the adjacent Villages repaired to the Quarters with Provifions, 


to exchange them for Spanifh Baubles, he made ufe of this 


_ Means to facilitate his Enterprize; and chofe forty Soldiers in 


_ whom he confided, who, clothed after the Manner of Peafants, 


loaded with Fruit, Hens, and Bread made of Indian Corn, were 
to enter the Place, and obferve the Naturé and Strength of 
the Fortification; and where it might be aflaulted with leaft 
Difficulty. 

Some fay, that thefe Indians were fent as Ambafladors from 
Xtcotencal himfelf, with feigned Propofals of Peace, (in which 
Cafe the Inadvertency of our People would be more culpable.) 
But whether the Pretence was this, or the other, they entered 
within their Quarters, and were among the Spaniards great Part 


} of the Morning: without any Notice being taken of their Stay, 
till a Zémpoalan Soldier gave Notice; that they went flily 


about, 
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about, obferving the Walls, and looking over them im a curious 
Manner; of which he prefently gave Notice to Cortex, And 
as in this Kind of Sufpicions, there is no Sign which is tri- 
vial, or Shadow that has not a Body, he order’d them to be 
{eized immediately ; which was eafily executed. Being examin’d 
feparately, they confefled the Truth without much Refiftance, 
fome prefled by Torture, and others by the Fear of it; all 
agreeing that a fecond Aflault was to have been made on the 
Quarters that fame Night ; for which Undertaking their General 
was now upon the March with twenty thoufand Men, and was 
to wait for them at a League’s Diftance, in order to diipofe his 
Attacks, according to the Account they fhould bring him of the 
Weaknefles they had obferved in the Works. 

Hernan Cortez was much concern’d at this Accident, for 
he was then indifpos’d; and it coft him more Trouble to con- 
ceal his Sicknefs, than to bear it: But he never kept his Bed, 
or took Care of himfelf, but when he had nothing elfe to take 
Gare of. It is reported of him, (we will not pafs it by in Se 
lence,) That juft before one of the Engagements with the Tlafca- 
Jans, he had taken Phyfick ; and that he mounted his Horle, 
made a Difpofition of the Battle, and engaged without finding 
the leaft Diforder, or thinking on the Purge, the which, by that 
Diverfion of his Mind, was deprived of its ative Quality, and 
had not the Effect until the next Day. Father Don Prudencio de 
Sandoval, in his Hiftory of the Emperor Charles V. looks upon it 
as a Miracle which God wrought on him: A Notion which 
Philofophers will difpute, to whofe Profeflion it belongs to {hew 
how, in this Cafe, the natural Faculty may be fo far influenced 
by the Imagination, bufied in greater Matters, as to ceafe perform- 
ing its Funétion; or how the Spirits, gathering about the Heart and 
the Head, draw after them that natural Heat which fhould put 
the Medicine ia Motion. Such an Accident, however, ought not. 
to be omitted by an Hiftorian, as ferving to fhew how much this 
Commander gave himfelf up to the vigilant Care of what, he was 
to dire&t and order in the Battle: An Employment which, in 
Truth, requires the whole Man, as great as he can be; and thefe 
Confiderations are fometimes permitted in Hiftory, as propoling 
Examples, which animate to an, Imitation. 

THE Deligns of Xicotencal being now difcovered by the Con- 
fellion of his Spies, Hernan Cortex gave the neceflary Orders for 
the Defence of his Quarters; and immediately confidered on the 
Punifhment thofe Delinquents deferved, being already con- 
demned to Death by the Laws of War. But he thought, that, 


to kill them without the Knowledge of the Enemy, would be 
~ —-‘Juftice 
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Juftice without Terror : And as he did not fo much want to 
fatisfy himfelf, as to terrify them, he gave Orders, that the 
moft obftinate of them (which were fourteen or fifteen) ‘fhould 
have fome their Hands, and the reft their Thumbs cut off; and 
in this Manner difmifled them, bidding them tell Xicorencal from 
him, that he was now waiting for him; and that he fent 
them alive, that’ he might’not lofe ‘the Informations they car- 
ry'd of his Fortifications. dias e198 Junky 

Tur Indian Army (that was now ‘marching to ‘the Enter- 
prize) was {truck with Horror at this bloody Spectacle: ‘They 
ftood aftonith’d, as well at the Novelty, as at the Rigour of the 
Punifhment ; and Xicotencal more than all the reft at the Dil- 
covery of his Defigns ; this being the firft Stroke which touch’d 
his Mind, and’ began’ to’ ftagger ‘his Refolution ; for he was 
perfwaded that thofe Men could not have difcovered his ‘Spies, 
and penetrated his Thoughts, without the Help of fome' Divi- 
nity: On which Reflection he began to be’ ‘troubled, | and 
doubtful which Way he fhould manage ; but when he was 
now inclined to refolve ona Retreat, he found it neceflary, 
by another Accident, and that: which his Obftinacy refifted, 
was now done without his Confent: For at this Time feveral 
Minifters arrived from the Senate, who; by their Authority, 
informed him, that he muft deliver up‘ his Staff of General ; 
for that by reafon of his Difobedience, ahd the Infolence of his 
Anfwers, they had revoked the Power, by Vertue'of which he 
commanded the Arms of thé Republick. They ‘alfo ordered 
the Captains not to obey him, upon Pain of being declared 
Traytors to their Country. Now as this News'came immediate- 
ly on the Back of that Confufion which the dif{membring of the 
Spies had caufed in all, and in Xicotencal the Penetration’ of’ his 
Secret, no Man was fo bold as to reply, but on the contrary, 
fubmitted themfelves to the Commands of the Republick : All 
that Preparation for War breaking up with extraordinary Rea- 
dinefs; the Caziques marched’ to their own Lands; the Tlafca- 
lans took the Road to the City, without expecting farther Or- 
ders; and Xicotencal, who was now lefs refolute, thought him- 
felf happy that they had taken the Command out of his Hands, 
and returned to the Ciry attended only by his Friends and Re- 
lations; where he appear’d before the Senate, ill covering his 
Vexation with this Shew of his Obedience. 

Tur Spaniards were that Night upon the Watch, and refted 
the next Day without being negligent ; for they were not well 
affured of the Intention of the Enemy, tho’ the Indians that 
were brought under Contribution affirmed, that the Army 

Si was 
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was broke up, and a Treaty of Peace refolved on. They cons 
tinu’d. thus in Sufpence till the next, Day in the Morning, 
when the Centinels difcovered. a Troop, of Indians, who feem’d 
to them to come with. Burdens on their Backs along the Road 
of Tlafcala. Hernan Cortex ordered they fhould retire to the 
Place, and let them draw near. At the Head of this Troop 
came four Perfons of Rank well adorned, whofe Habit. and 
white Feathers denoted Peace: Behind them came their Ser- 
vants ; and after them,twenty or. thirty Indian Tamenes loaded 
with ‘Provifions.. Every now and..then they f{topp’d, as fearful 
to approach, and. made Signs of Refpect and Humility towards 
the Quarters, diverting their Fear, with Courtefy: They 
bowed their Bodies till they touch’d the Earth: with their 
Hands, then railing themfelves, and putting them to their Lips; 
a Refpect they only fhewed to their Princes; and being come 
nearer, they paid a greater Submiflon, with the Smoak 
of thew Cenfers. Then. Donna. Marina appeared upon the 
Wall, and afked them in, their Language, from whom, and 
for what Purpofe they came. They, aniwered,. from. the. Se- 
nate and Republick of Tlafcala, and \to treat of Peace. Upon 
which they were permitted to enter. 

HERNAN CorTEZ received. them with proper State and Gra- 
vity, and they repeating their,Bows. and Perfumes, delivered 
their Embafly, which confifted of feveral Excufes for what had 
pafled, frivolous, but fufficient in the main to fhew their Re 
pentance. They faid, That the Otomies and Chontales, barba- 
rous Nations of their Confederacy, had joined their Troops, and 
made War contrary to the Opinion of the Senate, whofe Au- 
thority had not been able to reprefs the firft, Sallies of their 
Fiercenefs; but that they were now difarmed, and the Repub- 
lick..very defirous of Peace : That they did not only bring with 
them the Voice of the Senate, but of the Nobles and Common 
People, to requeft that they would march prefently «with all their 
Soldiers to the City, where they might ftay aslong as they pleafed 
with Security, and where they fhould.be ferved and refpected as 
Children of the Sun, and Brothers of their Gods: And laftly, 
they concluded their Difcourfe without being able handfomely 
to cover their Artifice in what related to the paft War, but 
with fome Shew of Sincerity in their Propofition of Peace. 

HERNAN CorTEZ a fecond Time: affected Severity ; and re- 
{training his inward Complacency from appearing on his Coun- 
tenance, only anfwered, That they fhould underftand, and tell 
the Senate from him, that it was no {mall Demonftration of 
of his Goodnefs to admit and hear them, when they might 

juitly 
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juftly fear his Indignation as Delinquents, and ought to receive 
Laws as vanquifh’d: That the Peace they propofed was agree- 
able to his Inclination ; but that they fought it after too unjuit 
and obftinate a War to obtain it eafily, or at leaft, not with- 
out Terms and Circumfpection : That he would fee how they 
perfevered in defiring it, and what they did to deferve it : And 
in the mean Time, he would endeavour to appeafe the Anger 
of his Captains, and. put a Stop to the Juttice of his Arms; 
fufpending the Punifhment with an up-lifted Arm that they 
might, with their Amendment, make ufe of what Time there 
was between the Threat and the Blow. 

Cortez anfwer'd them in this Manner, to gain fome Time 
to recover of his Indifpofition, and to enquire the better into 
the Truth of their Propofal: For which End he thought it 
neceflary that thofe Meflengers fhould return with Concern, and 
doubtful, left the Senate fhould grow proud and backward, by 
finding him very eafy, or defirous of the Peace; for in this fort 
of Affairs, that which feems the fartheft Way about, is often 
the fhorteft Cut; and Difficulties well managed, are better than 
hafty Refolutions. ess 


Ca lty. An Pir XX: 


New Ambaffadors come from Motezuma to the Spa- 
nifh Quarters, to obftruct the Peace with Vlafcala. 
The Senate perfeveres in defiring it; and Xico- 
tencal takes upon himfelf the Negotzatzon. 


¥] HE Fame of the Spaniards encreafed with thefe Victo- 
@l| ries ; and Motezuma, who had frequent Accounts of what 
pafled in Tlafcala, by the Obfervation of his Minifters, 
and the Diligence of his Couriers, began to be more 
apprehenfive of his Danger, when he faw that warlike Nation, 
which had fo often refifted his Armies, fubdu’d and vanquifh’d 
by fo fmall a Number of Men. He greatly admired the Actions 
which were reported of thofe Strangers; and feared, that when 
once the T/afcalans were reduced to their Obedience, they might 
make ufe of their Rebellion, and of their Arms, and aim at 
greater 


a 
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greater Matters to the Damage of his Empire. “But it is very 
remarkable, that in the Midit of fo many Perplexities and Suf- 
picions, he did not bethink hinsfelf of his Power, and go about 
forming an Army for his Defence and Security; on the contra- 
ry, without attempting (by I know not what fuperior Genius 
that over-awed his Spirit) to aflemble his People, in order to 
make War, he made ufe of political Arts, and was fluctuating 
among gentle Means. At that Time he had in view to break 
the Union of the Spaniards and Tlafcalans, and he did not think 
amifs ; for where there wants Refolution, Prudence is wont' to 
be very watchful and careful. To this End, he refolved to fend 
a new Embafly and Prefent to Cortex. The Pretence was to 
congratulate the sood Succefs of his Arms, and his afhifting him to 
chaitifethe Infolence of his Enemies the T/afcalans ; but the princi- 
pal End was, to defire, with new Inftances, that he would not think 
of coming to his Court, laying before him greater Difhculties, 
which oblig’d him not to grant Permiffion. The Ambafladors 
had fecret Inftruétions to look into the State of the Tlafcalan 
War, and endeavour (in cafe there was a Talk of Peace, and 
the Spaniards feemed inclinable) to divert and obftruct the 
Conclufion, without difcovering their Prince’s Concern, or quit- 
ting their Negotiation, till they had given him an Account,. and 
waited his Orders. 6K! ae 
Five Mexicans of the greateft Rank among the Nobility 
came with this Embafly; and. travelling with fome Circum- 
{peCtion on the Borders of Tlafcala, arrived at the Quarters a lit- 
tle after the Minilters of the Republick were departed. Hernan 
Cortex received them with great Kindnefs and Courtefy ; for 
Motezuma’s Silence had given him fome Unealinels. He heard 
the Embafly gracioufly, and received the Prefent with Thanks, 
(being worth about a thoufand Pieces of Hight, in feveral Pieces 
of light Gold, befides other Curiofities of Feathers and Cotton,) 
but did not give them his Anfwer at that Time, becaufe he 
was defirous they fhould, before their Departure, fee the Tlafca- 
lans xeduced, and defiring Peace; neither did they follicite to 
be difpatch’d, becaufe they alfo defired to ftay there. But it 
was not long e’er they difcovered the whole Secret of their In- 
{tructions; for they told what they fhould have conceal’d, by 
asking, with little Difcretion, that which they came to be in- 
formed of; and in a fhort Time all Motexuma’s Fear was known, 
as alfo of what Importance the Peace of Tlafeala was, in order 

to bring him to Reafon. 
Tue Republick, in the mean time, defixing to convince the 
Spaniards of their Sincerity, fent Orders to the neighbouring 
Villages 
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Villages, to furnith the Quarters with Provilions, commanding 
them not to receive any Price for them; which was punctually 
executed, and they had Plenty of all Things; the Peafants not 
daring to receive the leaft Return. ‘Two Days after they difco- 
vered on the Road that led to the City a confiderable Troop of 
Indians, who drew near with the Enfigns of Peace; of which 
Cortex being advifed, gave Orders to admit them; and to receive 
them, mixed among his own Attendance, the Mexican Ambal- 
{adors, making them believe, that he trufted them with that 
which he defired they fhould know. The Chief of thefe Tlaf- 
calans was Xicotencal himfelf, who undertook the Charge of 
treating and concluding this great Affair; whether to fatisfy 
the Senate, by attoning with this Action for his paft Rebellion, 
or that he was perfwaded Peace was neceflary, and being ambi- 
tious of Glory, did not care that the Good of the Republick 
{hould be owing to another. . He was attended by fifty Gentle- 
men of his Party and Parentage, well-drefled after their Man- 
ner. He was of more than a middle Stature, well-made, ra 
ther Lufty than Corpulent: His Habit was a white Mantle, put 
on after a handfome Manner, and fome Jewels in their proper 
Places: His Face was of no agreeable Proportion, but yet fuch 
as infufed Refpect, and more obfervable for its Boldnefs than 
Deformity. He came before Cortex with the free Air of a Sol- 
dier; and having paid his Refpetts, took his Seat, told who he 
was, and began his Speech : Gonfefling that he was wholly toblame 
for the paft War, believing that the Spaniards were Favourers 
of Motexwma,, whofe Name he abhor’d; but that. now, as the 
firft Witnefs of their gallant Actions, +he came with the Merit of 
aPerfon, fubmitting, to put himfelf into the Hands: of his: Con- 
queror ; hoping by this Submifhon and: Acknowledgement, to 
obtain Pardon for his Republick, whofe: Name, Power, and Au- 
thority he had, not to propofe, but with all Submiutlion, ‘to re- 
queft Peace, and to accept it upon his own Terms: That. he 
afked it once, and twice, and thrice, in the Name of the Se- 


nate, Nobles, and Commons of Tlafcala, entreating him with 


all Earneftnefs to honour the City immediately with his Pre- 
fence, where he fhould find Quarters provided for all his Men, 
and all the Refpect and Service he could expe€t from thofe who, 
being brave, fubmitted to entreat and obey : But :he would on- 
ly pray him (and that not as a Condition of the Peace, but as 
the Effect of his own Goodnefs) that the Inhabitants might be 
well ufed, and their Gods and Wives protected from Military 
Liberty. 


Jets CORTEZ 


Diinvis 
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Cortez was fo pleafed with the Difcourfe and Freedom 
of Xicotencal, that he could not forbear fhewing it in his 
Countenance to thofe who ftood by; fuffering himfelf to 
be carried away by a Refpect due to valiant Men; but he or- 
dered Donna Marina to tell him fo, that he might not think it 
was the Propofal with which he was fo much pleafed; and he 
again took up his Gravity, to lay before him, not without fome 
Vehemence, how little Reafon his Republick had to make fuch 
an unjult War, and for him to foment fuch a Piece of Injuftice 
with fo much Obftinacy. Upon which he enlarged as far as 
was neceflary, without being tedious, and after having exag- 
gerated the Crime, to enhance the Value of the Pardon, he 
concluded, granting the Peace they defired, and that he would 
not offer Violence to any one, or opprefs them in the March of 
his Army. To which he added, that when he went to their 
City, he would give them Notice of it in Time, and make the 
neceflary Difpofitions for his Entry and Quarters. 

XICOTENCAL was much concerned at this Delay, looking on 
it as a Pretence for the better examining into the Sincerity of 
the Treaty : And turning his Eyes upon the Audience, “ You 
“‘ have Reafon (faid he) Great Teles (fo they call’d their 
Gods) to chaftife our Sincerity with your Diftruft: But if it 
be not fufficient to gain your Belief, when the whole Repub- 
lick of Tlafcala {peaks to you by me, I, who am the Captain- 
General of their Armies, and thefe Gentlemen of my Reti- 
nue, who are the principal Nobles, and greateft Captains of 
my Nation, will remain as Holtages for your Security, and 
continue in your Power, or be imprifoned during the whole 
Time you fhall ftay in our City.” Hernan Cortex was much 
{atisty’d with this Offer : But as he always defired to appear Su- 
perior, he anfwer’d, That there was no Occalion for fuch an 
Argument to convince him, that they defired that which was 
fo much for their Intereft; nor did his Men ftand in need of 
Hoftages to enter their City in Security, and maintain them- 
felves there without Fear, as they had. already maintained them- 
felves in the midft of their Armies ; but that the Peace remain- 
ed firm, and fecured in his Word ; and he would march as foon 
as he could difpofe Matters for it. With this he broke up the 
Conference, and waited upon them as far as the Gate of his 
Quarters, where he again embraced Xicotencal; and giving him 
his Hand afterwards, told him at parting, That he would no 
longer delay the returning of his Vifit, than only the: fhort 
Time that was neceflary to difpatch the Ambafladors of Mote- 
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zuma. Which Words gave fufficient Life to the Negotiation, 
tho’ they feemed to drop by Chance. 

He then flay’d with the Mexicans; and they made a Jett of 
the Peace, and of thofe who propofed it, proceeding fo far as 
to blame (and not without a difpleafing Liberty) the Eafinefs with 
which the Spaniards fuffered themfelves to be perfwaded ; and 
turning to Cortex, they told him, as by way of Inftruction, 
That they much wonder’d fo wife a Man fhould not have found 
out the Tlafealans; a barbarous People, who fupported them- 
{elves more by their Deceits than their Forces : That he fhould 
look well to what he was doing; for that they only endea- 
voured to fecure him, to take an Advantage of his Carele{nefs, 
to deftroy both him and his Men; but when they faw that he 
ftood fixed to his Word, and could not refufe Peace to them 
that defired it, nor be wanting to the Honour of his Arms, 
they ftood for fome Time thoughtful; the Refult of which 
was to defire him (their Per{wation being now turned to a 
Requeft) that he would delay his March to Tlafcala for fix 
Days, in which Time the two Chiefeft of their Number fhould 
go and inform their Prince of what had pafled, and the reft 
would ftay there to expect his Refolution; to which Hernan 
Cortex did agree; for he did not think it proper to break 
through the Refpect due to Motexuma, nor lay afide all the 
Hopes which this Piece of Service might do him ; it being pof- 
fible he might by this remove thofe Difficulties he made of 
fuffering himfelf to be feen: And fo he made his Advantage of 
the Inclination he found in the Tlafcalans and Mexicans, and 
thus raifed the Reputation of the Peace, caufing it to be defired 
by fome, and feared by others, 
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An Account of the Voyage of thofe Sent by 
Cortez mito Spain; with the Oppofition and 
Impediments that retarded their Difpatches. 


SCiarzt| is now reafonable that we return to the 
AAI} Captains Alonfo Hernandez Porto Carrero 

and Francifco de Montejo, who fail’d from 
Vera Crux with the Prefent, and Letters 
for the King; the firft Account, and 
acre} the firft Tribute of New Spain. They 
had a profperous Voyage, tho’ they might have run a 
Rifque by not complying literally with their Orders; the 
A Inter- 
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Interpretation of which very often ruins Affairs, and 
rarely hits with the Intention of the Superior. 

-Francifco de Montejo had a certain Farm allotted for 
his Share in the Ifland of Cuba, near the Havana ; and 
when they came in Sight of Cape St. Anton, he propoled to 
his Companions and the Pilot Juan de Alaminos to put 
in there, and furnifh themfelves with fome Provifions, 
to help them out in their Voyage: For this Dwelling 
being fo far from the. City of St. Fago, where Diego Ve- 
lafquex xefided, they thought they did but very little dif- 
obey the Subftance of the Order Cortex had given them, 
to keep at a Diftance from Diego Velafquex's Government. 
He obtained his Defire, and enjoy’d the Satisfaction of fee- 
ing his Home and ran the Rifque not—only of. lofing the 
Veflel, but alfo the prefent, and the whole Bufinefs with 
which he was intrufted: For Diego Velafquex, whom his 
Jealoufy of Cortez kept eontinually watchful, had diftri- 
buted Spies among all the(Habitation$ on the Coaft, to 
sive him an Account of whatfoever happened, fufpecting 
that Cortex would fend fome of his Ships to the Hland of 
St. Domingo, to, give an Account) of his. Difcovery, and 
afk Succour of the Religious Governors ; which Applica- 
tion he was defirous to prevent and obftruct. By this 
Means he was prefently acquainted with what pafled in the 
Dwelling of Montejo; and in a very few Hours difpatched 
away two light Sailors, well manned and furnifhed with 


Artillery, with Orders to take that Ship of Cortex at 
all -Rifques. This was put in Execution with fo much 
Celerity, that the Pilot Alaminos had QOccafion for all his 
Skill and good Fortune to avoid the Danger which hazard- 
ed all the Advances made in New Spain. 

Bernal Diag del Caftillo. reflects with very little Reafon 
on the Reputation of Francifco de Montejo, (worthy of better 
Treatment, both on Account of his Quality and Cou- 
rage.) He charges him with betraying the Truft which 
Cortez had repofed in him; and fays, he went afhore to his 
Houfe,. with a Defign to fet afide the Voyage, by giving 
Diego\ Velafquex, an Opportunity of feizing the Ship ; that 
he writ him a Letter of Advice, and fent it by a Sailor, 
who fwam afhore; and other Circumftances without 
Foundation; in which he afterwards contradicts himfelf, 
by mentioning particularly with what Refolution and 
AGtivenefs Francifco de Montejo oppofed the Agents and 
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Favourers of Diego Velafquex at the Court; but writes 
alfo, that the Envoys of Cortex did not find the Emperor 
in Spain; and afhrms, feveral other Matters, by which 
tis eafily perceived with what Facility he gave Far to 
every Thing: And ‘tis neceflary to read his Works with 
Caution, where he has not been informed by his own 
Eyes. In fine, they continued their Courfe by the Chan- 
nel of Bahama; Anton de Alaminos being the firft Pilot 
| who threw himfelf into the Danger of thofe: Currents ; 
and at that'Time there was! Occafion for ail the Violence 
with which the Waters’ precipitate themfelves between the 
 Lneaian Wands and Florida, to pats quickly anto the open 
Sea, and fruftrate the Defigns of Vela/quex: 

Tat Weather favoured’ them; and they arrived at Se- 
vill in Oéober, in an unlucky» Conjuncture; for there 
they found the Chaplain Benito Martin, who came to the 
Court (as we have faid) to follicite the Interelt of Diego 
Velafquex, to whom he had fent his Commiflion of the 
King’s Licutenant, and was waiting for an Veflel to. re- 
turn to Cuba: This Accident appeared very \extraordina- 
ry to the Chaplain, who employ’d all his Care and. In- 
tereft, complaining of Hernan Cortez, and thofe who came 
in his Name, before the Minifters of the Contratation 
(as they now call it) of the Indies, that is, the Directors of 
the Trade, declaring, That that Ship belong’d to his Ma- 
| fter Diego Velalquex, and all that was in her, as belong- 

ing to his Conqueft: That the latiding on the Provinces 
upon the Continent was done by Stealth, and without Au- 
thority, Cortex and thofe with him, having made ufe of 
that Fleet which Diego Velafquex had equipped for the 
fame Enterprize: That the Captains Porto Carrero and 
Montejo ought to be feverely punifhed, or at leaft the Vei- 
fel, with her Cargo, ought to be feiz’d, till fuch Time as 
they proved their Right, and by whofe Authority they 

had a Commiffion. : 
Diego Velafquex had many Friends in Sevill ; for he pre- 
{ented liberally, and feemed to be in the Right; at leaft, 
in doubtful Cafes, People are ufed to interpret as they 
would have it. Finally, the Chaplain’s Charge was admit- 
. ted, and the Veflel feiz'd, the Envoys of Cortex being per- 
mitted to refort to the King upon good Security. With 
this Permiflion the two Captains, and the Pilot Alaminos, 
departed for Barcelona, believing they fhould find the 


Court 
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Court in that’ City; but they came juft as the King was 
gone to Corunna, whither he had: fummon’d the Eftates of 
Caftile, and prepared his Navy to pafs overi into . Flaaders, 
having now been fome Time prefled by the. Germans to 
accept of the Imperial Crown. --They did not.think fit to 
follow the Court, to prevent being obliged.to difcourfe in 
hafte on a Matter of fuch Importance, which being Joft 
in the Hurry of the Journey, would:be little regarded for 
its Novelty, for want of being duly confidered. Upon 
which Reflection they took the Road of Medellin, with a 
Defign to vilit Martin Cortex, and: try if they could , per- 
{wade him to go with them to:the Prefence of the King, 
and authorize by his grey Hairs: and’ Reprefentation the 
Inftances of his Son. ‘They were received , by that venera- 
ble old Man with all) the Tendernefs they could expect 
from a troubled. and. difconfolate Father, who had already 
bewailed the Death of a Son, im whom now he found, to- 
gether with the: News of his Life, as much to admire in his 
Actions, as to:celebrate:in his Fortune. aril 

He determined to go-prefently with them; and being in- 
formed: where the Emperor (for fo we thall call him now) 
was, they believed he. would make fome Stay in Tordefillas 
to take Leave of his Mother, the Queen Donna Fuana, and 
difpatch fome Affairs relating to his Journey. , There they 
attended the Coming of the Emperor, had their firft Au- 
dience, and -were favoured by an opportune Accident; 
for the Minifters at Sevill not daring to detain, by way 
of Embargo, what came on account: of the Emperor, it 
happen’d that -Cortez’s Prefent, and. the Indians of the new 
Conquelt, arrived at the fame Time; with which Accident 
the News they brought was better heard, reconciling to 
the Eyes the ftrange Things they had heard; for thofe 
Curiofities of Gold, valuable for the Art, as well as Mat- 
ter, the curious fine Works of Feathers and Cotton, and 
thofe rational Creatures of fuch extraordinary Phyfiog- 
nomy, that they looked like Men of another Species, were 
{o many other Teftimonies to make his wonderful Account 
believed. 

‘THe Emperor heard them with a very grateful Ear; and 
the firft Motion of his Royal Mind was to turn to God, 
and give him humble Thanks, that new Kingdoms were 
difcovered in his Time, where he might introduce his holy 
Name, and {pread the Gofpel. He had feveral Conferences 

! ; with 
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with them, and informed himfelf very carefully of the 
Affairs of that new World, of the Dominions and Forces of 
Motexuma, of the Quality and Capacity of Cortex. He 
mafked the Pilot, Alaminasfome Queftions concerning the Nas 
vigation. He ordered the Indians dhould be carr eral to Se- 
vill, that they might preferve thew Healths better in a more 
temperate Climate; and by what could be gathered at that 
Time of his good Difpofition to encourage that Underta- 
king, his Refolves would have been {howe and favourable, 
if he had not been taken up with other Affairs of the ut- 
moit Importance. There came Letters every Day from 
the Cities, with Propofitions little refpectful.  Caffile com- 
plained that her Cortes were oblig’d to aflemble in Galicia ; 
the Kingdom was jealous that the Empire would be a Bur- 
den upon them; and them Obedience was mixed with 
Proteftations. In fhort, by little and little, the Seed of the 
enfuing Rebellion of the Commons began to take Root 
among the People: They all loved the King, and all loft: 
their Refpect: They were troubled, at his Abfence, and 
lamented the Want of him, | And this natural Love con- 


verted into Paflion, or not properly difpofed, in a dhort . 


Time threaten’d the Lofs of his Dominion. The Empe- 
ror refolved to hatten his Journey, that he might be at a 
Diftance from their Complaints; and put it in Execution 
accordingly, believing he’ fhould return in a fhort | Time, 
and without much Difhculty, correct thofe ill) Humours 
he left in Motion; but with Refpect to thofe high: Motives 
which obliged him to take that Voyage, we cannot but ac- 
knowledge, he ran a very great Rifque. Andin Truth, he 
confiders but little his Health, who runs into Excefles, up= 
ona Suppofition that. he fhall find Reohedits 1 in Time of 
Neceflity........ 

Upon. Account a inal fin ete sab Deanhd of 
Cortex was referred to Cardinal. Adrian aa the Affembly of 
Prelates and Minifters, who were of his Council in the Go- 
vernment,.during the Abfence of the Emperor, with .Or- 
ders, that after a Hearing before the Council of the Indies, 
they fhould take.a Medium in the Pretenfions of Diego Velaj- 
quex, and encourage the Difcovery and {piritural Conqueft 
of that Land, which now was known by the Name of New 
i The Prefident of this Council (which: was formed 
ome few Days before) was Fuan Rodriguex de Fonfeca Bilhop 
of Re eue aflifted by Hernando de Vega Lord of Grajal, Don 

B Franci(co 
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Franci[co de Zapata, Don Antonio de Padilla of the Royal 
Council, and Pedro de Martir of Angleria, Protonotary of 
Aragon. "The Prefident was very well {kill’d in the Affairs 
of the Indies, of which he had the Management a long 
while, and all gave Way to his Authority and Experience. 
He openly favoured Diego Velafquez, either for that the 
Chaplain’s Reafons weighed with him, or elfe for the good 
Opinion he had of the Governor. 

Bernal Diaz del Caflillo relates the Caufe of this Partiality 
with a tedious Indecency. But as he only fays what he 
heard, ’tis likely there is little or nothing in it. That which 
cannot be denied is, that the Caufe of Cortez fuffered much 
by what he urged againft him, giving an ill Name to his 
Conqueft, and treating it as a Crime of evil Confequence: 
He reprefented that Diego Valafquez, by Vertue of the Title 
given him by the Emperor, was Chief of the Undertaking, 
and in Jultice, of the Means by which it was profecuted : 
He urg’d the little Reliance there was on a Man in 
Rebellion againft his own Superior, and how much fuch 
Principles of Sedition ought to be feared in Provinces fo re- 
mote: He protefted the Damages which might enfue: And 
laftly, he laid fo great a Strefs upon his Reprefentation, 
that he put both the Cardinal, and thofe of the Aflembly 
to a Stand. | 

THEY were very fenfible that he appeared over zealous 
in the Caufe of Velafquex ; yet they would not prefume to 
determine fo important a Point againft fo able a Minifter+ 
nor did they hold it convenient to give Cortex Occafion of 
Diftruit, when he was fo employed, and when they were 
in Truth obliged to him for the greateft Diftovery that had 
been made. Thofe Doubts and Oppofitions’ retarded their 
Refolution after fuch a Manner, that the Emperor returned 
from his Journey, and other Agents arrived from Cortez, 
before they came to any Determination upon his Pretenfions. 
All that Martin Cortex and his ‘Friends could obtain, 
was, an Allowance of fome Part of the Treaftire: for their 
Expences, out of thofe Effects which were feiz’d at Sevill ; 
with which moderate Supply they were two Years in ‘the 
Court, following the Councils, like unregarded ‘Pretenders ; 
the Intereft of the Monarchy at that Time being made a 
particular Affair, contrary to the many Inftances, whéré — 
particular Intereft is made that of the Publick’ 9 
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COA ob ai cl. 


Motezuma endeavours to break the Peace of 
Tlafcala. The People of that Republick con- 
tinue thety Inftances. Hernan Cortez, pur- 
Jues his March, and makes bis Entry into 
that City. | 


mares] U RIN G the fix Days that Hernan Cortex con- 

9] tinued in his Quarters to comply with the Mexi- 
cans, it was known by frefh Experience, with 
what Earneftnefs the People of Tlafcala defired 
Peace ; and how jealous they were of the diligent Negotia- 
tions of Moreguma. ‘The Ambafladors, which were expected, 
came within the prefixed 'Fime, and were received with the 
ufual Civility. There came fix Gentlemen of the Royal 
Family, with a {plendid Attendance, and another Prefent 
like the former, but fomething greater in Value. One of 
them fpoke, and (not without premeditated Words, and 
much enlarging) laid before them how much the fupreme Em- 
peror (and at the mentioning of his Name, they all humbled 
themfelves very low) defired to be a Friend ‘and Confede- 
rate of the Great Prince, whom the Spaniards obey’d, whofe 
Majelty appeared with fo great a Luftre in the Valour of 
his Subjects, that he found himfelf inclined to pay a yearly 
Tribute, dividing with him thofe Riches with which’ he 
abounded; for that he held him in great Veneration, confider- 
ing him as the Offspring of the Sun, or, at leaft, Lord of all 


thofe moft happy Regions, where Light is firft produced. But 
that two Conditions were neceflarily previous to this Agree- 
ment: Firlt, that Hernan Cortex and his People thould make 


no League with thote of Tlafcala; for that it would by'no 
Means be right, after being fo much obliged by the Gifts of 
Motexuma, to take part with his Enemies; and, fecondly, 
that they fhould lay afide all Thoughts of a’ Defign which 
was neither poflible nor reafonable; as was their marching 
into Mexico; for that by the Laws of the Empire BR 
| cou 
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could not fufter himfelf to be feen by Strangers, nor would 
his Subjects permit it: That they fhould ferioufly confidex 
the Dangers of both thofe rafh Undertakings; for that the 
Tlafcalans were fo inclined to ‘Treachery and Robbery, that 
they would only endeavour to make {ure of them, in order 
to be revenged, and make their Advantage of that Gold, 
wherewith the Emperor had enriched them: And_ that the 
Mexicans were fo zealous for their Laws, and fo ftubborn a 
People, that his Authority would not be fufficient to keep 
them under; nor could the Spaniards have juft Reafon to 
complain of what they fhould fuffer, after they had been 
fo often admonifhed of that which they were undertaking. 
Thus did the Mexican deliver himfelf; And all the Embaflies 
and Cares of Motezuma tended to endeavour to hinder the Spa- 
niards from coming nearer. After the Prefages which had hap- 
pened, he look’d upon them with Horror, and with a dif- 
fembled Obedience to his Gods, made that a Point of Reli- 
gion which was only his Faintheartednefs. Cortex at that 
Time fufpended his Anfwer; and only faid, “Iwas but rea- 
fonable they fhould reft after their Journey, and that he 
would difpatch them very foon. He delired they fhould be 
Witnefles of the Peace of Tlafcala; and likewife thought it 
of Importance to detain them, ‘left Motezuma fhould be 
concerned at the Account of his Refolution,. and begin to 
put himfelf upon his Guard; for he knew how unprovided 
he was at that Time, and with what Facility he could form 
his Armies. str of | : 
Txeset Embaflies, to which the T/afcalans attributed the 
Delay of Cortez, gave them fo much Uneafinefs, that the 
Government came to a Refolution (as the laft Proof of their 
Affection) to go to his Quarters in the Form of a Senate, 
in order to conduct him to their City, determining not to 
return till they had convinced him of the Sincerity of their 
Treaty, and broke off the Negotiations of the Mexicans. 
The Appearance was folemn and aumerous ‘with Orna- 
ments and Feathers of a Colour denoting Peace. The Se- 
nators were brought in Chairs upon. the Shoulders of infe- 
rior Officers, ‘and Magifcatzin (who always. favoured the 
Spaniards) in the moft honourable Place, as alfo the Father 
of Xicotencal, a venerable old Man, who had lolt his Sight 
with Age, but without any Detriment to his Underftanding; 
for he {till preferved the CharaGter of .a wife. -Man among 
the Councellors. A little before: they came to,the Houfe 
| | where 
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where Cortex expected them, they alighted; and the blind 
Man advancing foremoft, defired thofe who led him to bring 
him near the Captain of the Eaftern People. He embracd 
him with extraordinary Satisfaction ; then touched feveral 
Parts of him, as if he were defirous to know him, and fup- 
ply with his Hands the Defect of his Sight. ‘They all feat- 
ed themfelves, and at the Requeft of Magifcatzin, the blind 
Man {poke after this Manner. 

“ Now, valiant Captain, (whether you be of mortal Race, 
“or not,) you hold in your Power the Senate of Tlafcala, the 
& ytmoft Proof of our Submiflion. We come not to excule 
“¢ the Errors of our Nation, but to take themupon our felves, 
“¢ depending upon our own Sincerity for your Forgivenefs. We 
« werethe Men who refolved upon the War; but we are like- 
“ wife the Men who have determined Peace: The firft was 
“hafty, and the fecond flow; but Refolutions well confi- 
“dered are not ufually the worft: On the contrary, it 
“ requires Pains to efface that which hath been imprefled 
“with Difficulty ; and I can aflure you, that the very 
“ Delay hath given us a greater Knowledge of your Valour, 
“and laid a deeper Foundation of our Conftancy. We 
“are not ignorant, that Motexuma endeavours to diflwade 
“you from our Confederacy : Hearken to him as you 
“ would to our Enemy, tho’ you will not confider him as a 
“ Tyrant, as furely he fhould appear, fince he periwades you 
“ to at unjuftly. We do not defire your Afiftance againft 
“him, for provided you are not on his Side, our own 
“ Forces are fufficient ; and we fhall only be forry that 
“vou truft your Security to his Offers, becaufe we are 
“acquainted with his Artifices and Subtilties. Here in 
“ my Blindnefs fome Lights offer themfelves, which difco- 
“ ver to me your Danger at a Diftance. Perhaps Tlafcala 
< {hall be famous in the World for the Defence of your 
“ Caufe; but let us leave your being undeceived to Time, 
“it needs no Prophecy to explain what may be fo eafily 
“ sathered from his Tyranny, and our Fidelity. You have 
“ already offered us Peace ; if Motexuma does not hinder 
“you, what is it that does? Why do you deny our earneft 
“ Requefts ? Why do you forbear to honour our City with 
“your Prefence? We are come refolved at once to gain 
“your good Will and Friendfhip, or put our Liber- 
“ty into your Hands; therefore chufe which of the two 
«38 the moft grateful. As to our felves there is no Medium 
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“ between the two Fortunes, of being either your Friends, 
“or your Prifoners. 

THus did the venerable old Man conclude his Speech, 
that there might not be wanting an Appius Claudius in this 
Council, like to the other, who made an Oration in the 
Senate againft the Epirotes, and it muft be confefled, 
that the T/a/calans were Men of more than ordinary Rea- 
fon, as has appeared in their Government, Actions, and 
Difcourfes.. Some Writers, ill affected to the Spanifh Na- 
tion, treat the Indians as Brutes incapable of Reafon, there- 
by to leflen the Glory of the Conqueft. It is true, they 
admired with Simplicity at the Sight of Men of another 
Kind, Colour, and Habit; they beheld a Beard as a Thing 
monitrous, (an Accident which Nature had denied them ;) 
and gave Gold for Glafs; believing the Fire-Ams to be 
Lightning, and Horfes to be wild Beafts: But all was the 
Effect of Novelty, which does not leflen the Underftanding; 
for tho’ Adiniration fuppofes Ignorance, it does not fuppofe 
Incapacity; nor can that properly be called Ignorance which 
proceeds from a Want of due Information. God made 
them rational; and) notwithftanding he permitted their 
Blindnefs, he: did not the lefs endow them with all the 
Capacity and Gifts of Nature, that were neceflary for the 
Prefervation of their Species, and the Perfection of his own 
Work. But let us return to our Narration, left we fhould 
do honour: to the Calumny, by being too long upon the 
Defence. 

Cortez ‘could not ‘refift this Demonftration of the Se- 
nate's good’ Will; nor did he now hope for any Thing more, 
having complied with: the Time ‘oftered to the Mexicans ; 
and to that Purpole anfwered the Senators with much Re- 
{pect, and made them fome Prefents, defiring by thofe to 
confirm to them the SatisfaGion he received, and the Con- 
fidence he put in them: It was neceflary to perfwade them, 
with fome Refolution, that they fhould return; which 
they ‘did, Cortex having given his Word to remove his Quar- 
ters to the City immediately, without any more Delay 
than was'neceflary to join fome People of the neighbouring 
Villages, ‘to conduct his: Artillery and Baggage. They took 
his’ Word, repeating it:to him with more Affection than 
Sufpicion; and fovreturn’d well fatisfy’d, taking upon them- 
delves the Care of fending Cortex -a fufficient Number. of 
‘Indians of Burden. © Scarce had the. Sun begun to :fhine 
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the next Morning, when they found five hundred Tamenes 
at their Quarters, and fo diligent, that they difputed about 
their Burdens, and made Pretenfions to their own La- 
bour. 

THEY prepared immediately fora March; drew up their 
Men ina Body, with the Artillery and Baggage in its pro- 
per Place, and took the Road of Tlafcala, with all the good 
Order, Caution, and Care ufually obferved in. this little 
Army ; to which exaét Difcipline they owed good Part of 
their Succefs) The Fields on both Sides were filled with 
innumerable Indians, who came forth from their Habita- 
tions at the Novelty of this Sight; and the Outcries and 
Behaviour of them were fuch, as might have pafled for the 
Clamours and Threatnings of War, if Donna Marina had 
not acquainted them that they ufed thofe Shouts of Joy 


upon their Feftivals ; and that celebrating after their Man- 


ner the Happinefs they had obtained, they bleft and praifed 
them as their new-acquired Friends; with which Informa- 
tion the Noife was thé better born, it being neceflary then 
to fuffer thofe Applaufes with Patience. 

Tur Senators came a’ confiderable Way out? of the -City 
to receive the Spaniards, with all the Oftentation and: Pomp 
accuftomed upon publick Solemnities, affifted by the Nobles, 
who thought it an Honour on thofe Occafions, to fupport 
the Minifters of the Republick. When they came up, they 
paid their Refpects, and without topping marched on 
before ; fignifying by this hatty Refpect, how much they 
defired to forward the March, without detaining thote 
they accompanied.! ene retin gah 

¢ their Entrance into the City, it refounded with 
Shouts and Acclamations, making a much greater Noite 
than before, becaufe mixed with the difagreeable Mufick of 
their Flutes, Drums, and Horns..<So.great was the Con- 
courfe of People, that the Officers of the Senate had much 
Trouble to manage the Multitude, that the Paflage of 
the Street might be left free. The Women threw various 
Sorts of Flowers on the Spaniards; thole who were bolder, 
and lefs referved, drew near, and put the Flowers into their 
Hands. The Priefts, dragging after them their long Gar- 
ments in which they facrificed, came out with their Copper 
Cenfers, and without knowing whether they did Right or 
Wrong, exprefs’d their Joy by the Smoke. 


THEY 
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Tuery all fhewed in their Countenances the Sincerity of 
their Hearts, but varioufly affected ; for Admiration and 
Satisfaction were mixed together, and Joy was tempered 
with Veneration. The Quarters provided, which con- 
tained all Things neceflary for their Conveniency and 
good Entertainment, was the beft Houfe in the City, 
which had three or four fpacious fquare Courts, with 
fo many, and fuch large Chambers, that Cortez, with- 
out any Difficulty, kept all his People together there in 
one Body. He cartied with him the Ambafladors of 
Motexuma, though they were unwilling, and lodged them 
near himfelf; becaufe, in refpect to him, their Per- 
fons were fecure, and they feemed afraid of fome Vio- 
lence. 

Tue Entry into, and laft Reduction of Tlafcala, was 
on the Twenty third of September of the fame Year 15193 
a Day on which the Spaniards gained a Peace, with the 
Circumftances of a Triumph, fo durable, and of fo great 
Confequence for the Conqueft of New Spain, that to 
this Day they enjoy feveral Privileges and Exemptions 
in that Province, as a Reward of that firft Friendfhip, 
and are an honourable Monument of their antient Fi- 
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Dials Oech Epes A 


The Defcription of the City of ‘Viatcala. The 
| Senators complam of the Spaniards gozg 
armed, being grieved at their Diftrusi. 
Cortez fatisfies them; and endeavours to 
make them quit thew Idolatry. 


Mase | LASCAL A was in thofe Days a very populous 
ay4| |ENell City, founded upon four Eminences of difte- 
rent Largenefs, little diftant from each other, 
which ran in Length from Eaft to Weft, and 

fecure in the natural Strength of their Rocks, contain’d 

within them all the Buildings, forming four Commands, 

or diftint Wards, which were united, and had a Com- 

munication by feveral Streets with very thick Walls, 

which ferved as a Defence to the Town. Thefé Wards 

were governed by four Caziques, who held them as Fiefs, 

being defcended from the firft Founders, but depended on 

| the Senate, in which they commonly aflifted, yet under an 

| entire Subjection to its Orders in all State-Affairs, and Ap- 

| peals made to it by their Vaflals. The Houfes were 

raifed moderately high, for they had no fecond Story : 

The Building was of Stone, or Brick; and inftead of cqop- 

i ing Roofs of Tiles, they were flat at the Top with Ga- 

leries. The Streets were narrow and crooked, as the 

Steepnefs and Ruggednefs of the Mountain would al- 

| low: A very extraordinary Situation and Architecture, 
| more for Defence than Commodioufnedfs. | 

Tue whole Province was about thirty Leagues 

in Circumference; the Length, ten from Eaft to 

Weft; the Breadth, four from North to South. A 

| broken Mountainous Country, but very fertile, and well 

eultivated in all Parts, where the Plenty of Streams enabled 

them to improve the Land. It was furrounded on all 

Sides with Provinces depending on Motezuma; only on the 

North, 
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North, the great Cordillera, ox Ridge of Mountains, rather 
clos’d them in, than divided their Limits; by whofe inac- 
ceffible Crages they had Communication with the Oromies, 
Totonaques, and other barbarous Nations of their Confe- 
deracy. The Towns were many, and near to each other: 
The People from their Childhood inclined to Superttition, 
and the Ufe of Arms; in the Management of which they 
exercifed themfelves with great Emulation, whether it 
was the Climate or Neceflity that made them valiant. 
They abounded in Maiz, or Indian W heat; and this Grain 
fo well anfwered the Labour of the Husbandman, that it 
gave the whole Province the Name of Tlafcala, a Word 
which, in their Language, fignifies the Land of Bread. They 
had great Variety of Fruit, and very delicious; Game of 
all Sorts; and one of their plentiful Productions, was the 
Cochinilla, the Ufe of which they underftood not till they 
were taught it by the Spaniards. It is likely it was fo 
called from the Coccinean, or Scarlet Grain, whence our 
Grana, or Scarlet-Dye likewile took its Name; but in 
thefe Parts it is a kind of Infect, like a imall Worm, 
which is bred, and continues to the laft upon the Leaves 
of a wild Thorny Tree, which they called then the wild 
Tuna, ox the Wood-Thiflle. Now they take great Care of 
it, as of a Fruit-Tree, as owing their greateft Commerce 
and Profit to the precious Dye of thofe Worms, nothing 
inferior to the Purple difcovered by the Antients in the 
Blood of the Murex, fo much celebrated for being usd 
in the Robes of their Kings. 

Buv the natural Felicity of this Country was not 
without an Allay; for the Neighbourhood of the Moun- 
tains made it fubject to great Tempefts, horrible Hurricans, 
and frequent Inundations of the River Zabual, which not 
contented fome Years with the Deftruction of their Harvelt, 
and taking away Trees by the Roots, was wont to endanger 
Houfes on the Tops of Eminences. ’Tis faid, that Zabwal, in 
their Language, fignifies the River of the Itch; for that thofe 
who drank the Waters, or bath’d in them, were cover'd with 
that Diftemper; a fecond Malignity of the River. Nor was 
the want of Salt the leaft Misfortune that Tlafcala fuffer'd, 
which made them difrelifh all their Abundance ; and tho’ they 
might have brought it eafily from the Lands of Moteguma, in 
Exchange for their Wheat, they held it lefs inconvenient to. 
eat their Victuals without feafoning, than to have an open 
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Commerce with their Enemies. Thefe, and other Ob- 
fervations of their Government, (which indeed were re- 
markable in that unpolifh’d People,) caufed Admiration in 
the Spaniards, and made them act with Caution. 

CorTEz diflembled his Concern, but continued the 
Guards in his Quarters; and when he went out into the 
City with the Indians, he took Part of his Men with him, 
| not forgetting their Fire-Arms. The Soldiers alfo went to- 
gether in Companies, provided after the fame Manner; en- 
deavouring to make them all believe he repofed a Conf- 
dence in them, yet after fuch a Manner, that he fhould 
not feem regardlefs of himfelf- But the Indians, who de- 
fired the Friendthip of the Spaniards without any Artifice 
or Affectation, were grieved upon a Point of Honour, that 
they did not lay afide their Arms, and give entire Credit to 
their Fidelity ; a Point which was debated in the Senate ; 
by whofe Order Magifcatzin came to fignify their Opinion 
to Cortex; and layed before him, How unfuitable thofe war- 
like Precautions were to a People who were fubject, obe- 
dient, and defirous to pleafe; that the great Vigilance 
with which they lived in their Quarters, thewed how little 
they thought themfelves fecure ; and that the Soldiers, who 
pafled thro’ the City with Lightning always upon their Shoul- 
ders, tho’ they did no Hurt, offended more by that Diftruft, 
than if they really opprefled them. He added, That Arms 
fhould be looked upon as an ufelefs Load where they were 
not neceflary ; andthatit appeared ill among thofe who were 
fincerely their Friends, and difarmed: And concluded, in- 
treating Cortex, after a moft friendly Manner, in the Name 
of the Senate, and all the City, that he would command 
thofe Precautions and difagreeable Appearances to ceafe, 
which feemed to preferve Signs of an unfinifh’d War, or 
were, at leaft, Indications of a {crupulous Friendthip. 

CorTez aniwered him, That he was well acquainted with 
the good Will of their Citizens, and without the leaft Suf- 
picion, that any Thing could happen in Breach of that 
Peace, which they had fo much defired; that the Guards 
they ufed, and the Vigilancy they obferved in his Quar- 
ters, was conformable to the Cuftom of his Country, 
. where the Soldiers lived always after a Military Manner, 
and enhured themfelves in Times of Peace to the Fatigues 

of War, by which Means they learned Obedience, and 
were accuftomed to Vigilance: That their Arms were an 
Ornament, 
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Ornament, and Part of their Habit, which they wore as a 
Peice of Finery belonging to their Profeflion 5 for which 
Reafon he defired them to remain affured of his Friend- 
fhip, and that they fhould not think {trange of thofe Things 
which were proper to the Soldiery, and confiftent with the 
Peace he had made with their Nation. 3 

He found the Way to fatisfy his’ Friends, ‘without aba- 
ting any Part of his Caution; and Magifcatzin, a Man ofa 
warlike Spirit, who had in-his Youth commanded the Arnis 
of the Republick, was fo’ well pleafed with: this laudable 
Cuftom, that he not only returned without Complaint, but 
was delirous to introduce in their own Armies this Kind of 
Vigilance and Difcipline, which diftinguifhed and made 
good Soldiers. 

Wit this Account the People were quieted, and all af 
fifted the: Spaniards with +a diligent Obfequioufnefs, and 
even. Servitude. Every Day difcovered more of their good 
Will. Their Prefents were many; all Sorts of wild Fowl and 
extraordinary Fruits, with fome Cloaths, and Curiofities of 
little Value. However, it was the beft the Penury of thofe 
Mountains could afford, which debarred them the Com- 
merce of thofe Regions which produced Gold and Silver. 

Tue beft Hall of the Quarters was referved for a Chae 
pel; in which, upon certain Steps, they raifed an Altar, and 
placed fome Images with all poflible Decency. They cele- 
brated every Day the holy Sacrifice of the Mafs, in the 
Prefence of the principal Indians, who were filent either out 
of Refpect or Admiration; and tho’ they were not devout 
themfelves, they took Care not to difturb the Devotion 
of others. They remarked all that pafled ; and all was a 
Novelty to them, and caufed greater Eiteem of the Spa- 
niards, whofe Virtues they were fenfible of and reverenced, 
rather for that they procure Love, than for that the Indians , 
either knew the Names, or excercifed any of them. | 

One Day Magifcatzin afked Cortez, whether he was mor- 
tal; becaufe his Actions, and thofe of his People, feemed 
more than natural, and contained that fort of Goodnefs 
and Greatne{s which they confidered in their Gods: But he 
did not underftand thofe Ceremonies, with which it appear- 
ed they acknowledged a {uperior Deity ; for they made Pre- 
parations for a Sacrifice, but he did not perceive any Victim 
or Offering, with which to appeafe the Gods, nor did he un- 
derftand they could have any Sacrifice, unlefs fome one 


died 


Boor II. of Mexico, a7 New Spawn. 17 


died for the Sake of thé reft. Cortex took hold of this Op- 
portunity ;/ and fatistying his Queftions, ingenioufly con- 
felled, That his Condition, and that of his People, was 


mortal ; for he durft not temporize with the Deceit of thofe 
People, when the infallible Truth of his Religion was in 
Quettion. But he added, That as they were/born in a bet- 
ter Climate; they had ‘more Underftanding, and were of 
eredter ‘Strength than the reft of Men; and without admit- 
ting the Attribute of Immortal, he remained with the Re- 
plitation of Invincible. Cortex told him likewife, That he 
not only acknowledged a Superior in Heaven, where Men 
adored the only Lord of the Univerfe, but befides, they 
were Subjedts and Vaflals to the greate{t Prince upon 
Farth, under whofe Dominion, they alfo of Tlafcala then 
awere, and that being Brothers to the Spaniards, they could 
do no other'than obey the fame Prince. He immediately 
from that went on to difcourfe of the Point, moft effential ; 
and tho’ he fpoke moft fervently againtt Idolatry, finding 
in his own good 'Serfe, fufficient Foundation to oppofe and 
‘deftroy the Multiplicity of their Gods, and the abominable 
Horror of their Sacrifices ; yet when he came to touch upon 
the Myfteries of Faith, he thought they deferved a better 
‘Expofitor 5 and as he: knew when to bedilent, ,he then gave 
--an-Opportunity to ‘Father Bartolome de Olmedo to peak. 
That Religious Perfon endeavoured to bring them by Degrees 
to the Knowledge of the Truth, explaining like a learned 
and prudent Man the principal Points of the Chriftian 
‘Religion, after fuch a Manner, that he might gain their 
Wills, without overcharging the Underftanding ;. for ‘tis by 
‘no Means convenient to ftrike with aj Blaze of. Light, upon 
the Eyes of thofe who are jut come out of Darknedfs. 
Magifeatzin, and the reft who attended him, gave at that 
"Time but very {mall Hopes of their being reduced ; faying, 
That the God whom the Spaniards adored, was very great, 
and muft be greater than theirs ; but, that each of them 
was powerful in his own Dominion : » For that in one Place 
there was Occafion for a God againft Lightning and 'Tem- 
pefts ; in another, for Water and Harvelts; and again, ano- 
ther for War ; and fo on for all other human Necefflities : 
‘For that it was impoflible for any one. to take Gare of the 
‘Whole. ‘They admitted . the Propofition of their ‘Tem- 
poral Lord with more Eafe ; for they immediately .confent- 


ed to be his Subjects, and afked if he would defend them 
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from Motexuma, placing in that the Foundation of their 
Obedience ; ‘but at the dame Time defired him, with Humi- 
lity. and Earneftnefs, that there might be no-mention jof 
changing their Religion’: For {hould it come;to the Know- 
ledge of their Gods, they would call down thew Tempefts, 
and ftop the Waters to ‘annihilate them: . In, fuch Manner 
did Error poflefs them, and the Devil keep them, in Fear... 

ALL that could be obtained of them at that Time, was, 
to lay afide Sacrifices of human Blood ; for they were con- 
vinced they acted againft the Law of Nature: And imme- 
diately they fet at Liberty thofe imilerable Captives which 
were to die on their Feftivals, and)btoke up feveral Prifons 
and Cages where they were kept, and well ted,.to prepare 
then?; not fo much that they:dhould come) decent .to 
the Sacrifice as that they dhould not come in bad Order 
to the Table. - Hernan Cortex was not fatisfied) with this 
Demonftration ; but on the contrary he propofed to. his 
People, that’ they fhould deftroy all their Idols; forming.a 
Confequence from the ACtion and good: Succeds, at Zempoala, 
as if it had been the fame Thing to undertake fuch an Af 
fair in a Town that was fo! much larger. -His Zeal decei- 
ved him, and not’his Reafons But Father Bartolome de.O/- 
medo convinced hint, by laying before:him with a, Religious 
Concern, That he was not:without fome Scruples concern - 
ing the Force which was ufed to the People of Zempoala ; 
that Perfecution and the Golpel did jill agree; and, that in 
Effect, it would only overturn their Altars, and leave the 
Idols in their Hearts : ‘T'o which he added, that the Defign 
to reduce thofe Infidels required more Time, and gentle 
Ufage; that it was by no Means a good Method of bringing 
them to the Knowledge of their Errors, by vexing them 
after that Manner, which would only ferve to make them 
diflike the Truth ; and that before they introduced God, 
they ought to banifh the Devil, a War of another. Kind, 
and different Arms. To whofe Perfwafion and Autho- 
rity Cortex fubmitted his Opinoin, and moderated his 
Zeal; and from that Time forwards they only endea- ° 
voured to gain and difpofe the Minds of the Indians, by 
making Religion appear aimable in her Works, that upon 
‘the View of them, they might be fenfible of the Difference, 
and Abomination of their own Cuftoms, and in them fee 
the Deformity and Filthinefs: of their Gods. 
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? CoH Ane TV 
Hernan Cortez -difpatches the Ambaffadors . of 


Motezuma: Diego. de, Ordaz views. \the 
Burning Mountain of Popocatepec; 2 zs 
‘refolved to march to Cholula. 


ay] H REE or four Days being pafled in thele firft 
@ll Affairs of Tlafcala, Cortex began to think of dif- 
patching Motezuma’s Ambafladors. He had de- 
tained them purpofely, that they:might fee thofe 
| People entirely reduced, whom they accounted untameable, 
and the Anfwer he gave them was {hort and artful.’ He 
| defired them to inform Motezuma of what they had heard, 
| and what had pafled in their Prefence ; ‘the Earneftnefs 
| and Methods by which the People of Tlafcala had follicited 
Peace, and deferved it; together with the Affection and good 
Correfpondence with which they maintained it: That now 
they were fo much at his Difpofal, and he had fuch an en- 
tire Command over them, that he hoped he fhould reduce 
them to the Obedience of Motexwma: This being one of the 
good Confequences which would attend the Embafly, among 
others of greater Importance, obliged him again to follicite 
| his Permitlion to continue his Journey, that he might after- 
wards deferve his Acknowledgements. With this Difpatch, 
| and the neceflary Guard, the Ambafladors immediately de- 
parted, more convinced of the Truth than fatisfied with the 
. Anfwer. 
Hernan Cortez found himfelf engaged to flay fome 
Days in Tlafcala, to receive the Obedience of the principal 
Towns of the Republick and their Confederates; which Act 
| was made valid by a publick Inftrument, and authorized 
“with the Name of the King Don Carlos, already known 
and reverenced among the Indians, with fuch Sincerity 
in their Subjeftion, as appeared in the Refpedt of the Sub- 
jects. 


AT 
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~ Ar this Time there happened an Accident which fur- 
prized the Spaniards, and: itruck a Terror among the -In- 
dians. The Burning Mountain of Popocatepee i8 to be feén 
from the higheft Part of the City of Tlafcala on the Top of 
a Mountain, which, at the Diftance of eight Leagues, 
rifes confiderably above all the reft of the Hills. At Saat 
Time the faid Burning Mountain began to darken the Day, 
with great and frightful Flights of ‘Smoke, fo ‘rapid and 
violent, that it went’up»a great Way into the Air diredt, 
without giving, Way to the Force of the Wind, until ha- 
ving {peat its Fury in the Heighth, it {cattér’d and dif- 
pers'd it felf all round, forming a Cloud, more or lefs ob- 
{cure, according to the Quantity of Afhes it carried along 
with it, Every now _and then it fhot forth Flames, er 
Globes of Fire, ‘which feemed. to divide themfelves “irito 
Sparks, and probably were the burnt Stones which the Moun- 
tain threw out, or fome other Pieces of combutftible Matter, 
which lafted as long asit was fed. The Indians were not 
frighted at the Sight of the Smoke, becaule ‘twas frequent, 
and an ordinary Thingin that Place ; But the Fire (which 
rarely appeared) made them forrowful, and, put them in 
Fear, as Prefages of future Ils; for they apprehended that 
thofe Sparks which were fcatter’d through the Air, and did 
not fall down. again into the Burning Mouth, were the 
Souls of Tyrants :that. came abroad to chaftife the Earth ; 
and that their Gods, when they were angry, made ufe of 
them .as Inftruments, in Proportion to the Punifhments 
they deligned. 

MaGiscaTzin, and fome of the chief Men, who gene- 
rally attended him, were entertaining Hernan Cortex with 
thofe wild Fancies of theirs; and he (obferving the rude 
Notion they had of the Immortality, Rewards, and Punifh- 
ments of the Soul,) endeavour’d to: make them fenfible of 
the Errors with which they disfigured the Truth. ‘At that 
Time Diego de Ordax came to afk his Leave to go to take a 
nearer View ot the Burning Mountain, offering to. go up 
to the Top of the Hills, and obferved that, great Secret of 
Nature. The Indians were amaz’d to hear fuch a Propofal, 
and endeavour'd to diflwade him from his Intention, by 
informing him of the Danger, faying, That the moft valiant 
of their Nation, had only the Boldnefs once to vifit fome 
Hermitages of their Gods about the Middle of the Eminence ; 
bute that above that he would not find the Mark of'a 
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human Foot; ‘nor were the Trembling to be endur’d 
or the Roarings, which forbid all Approach to the 
Top of the Mountain. The Account of thefe Difficul- 
ties did but make Diego de Ordax the more eager; and 
tho’ Hernan Cortex thought it a Piece of Rafhnefs, yet 
he gave him Leave to try, that the Indians might fee 
what they thought impoflible was not fo, to the 
Courage’ of ‘the Spaniards. So zealous was he at all 
Times for his own Reputation,’ and thar of his 
People. | ie ) 

Diego de Ordaz upon this Occafion was accompa- 
nied by two Soldiers of this Company, and fome of the 
principal Indians, that offered to go with him as far as 
the Hermitage, very much lamenting that they were 
going to ‘be Witnefles of his Death. The Beginning of 
the Mountain is very delightful, being beautified on 
all Sides with Trees full of Leaves, which, for a con- 
fiderable- Way, cover'd the Side of the Hill,’ and make 
the Afcent appear the lefs tedious, feeming, in a de- 

_ceitful Manner, to allure Men with Pleafure into them. 
When that is paffed, the Earth grows barren by De- 
grees, partly by Reafon of ‘the Snow, which lies all 
the Year in thofe Places, where either the Sun or the 
Fire do not come, and partly by Reafon of the Athes, 
which looks white at a Diftance, becaufe of the Thick- 
nefs of the Smoke. The Indians ftopp’d at the Habi- 
tation of the Hermits; and Diego de Ordaz, with his 
two Soldiers, went on, climbing courageoufly up the 
Rocks, very often making ufe of Hands as well as 
Feet. But when they came within a {mall Diftance of 
the Top, they felt the Earth move under them with 
Violence and repeated Rockings, and heard the violent 
Roaring of the Burning Mouth, which in a fhort Time 
difcharged, with a-much greater Noife, a vaft Quan- 
tity of Fire, wrapped up in Smoke and Afhes; and 
tho’ it went directly upwards, without heating the 
Air about it, it afterwards fpread when it was at 
the Heighth, and came down upon the three Spaniards 
in {uch Showers of Afhes, fo thick and ‘hot, that chey 
were obliged to feek for Shelter in the Hollow of the 
Rock, where they were almoft flifled, and defired to 
return. But Dzego de Ordax perceiving the Earthquake 
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was over, that the Noife leflened, andthe Smoke 
came out lefs thick, encouraged them by his Exam- 
ple; for gomg on before them, he pafled with Intrepidis 
ty to the very Mouth of the Mountain, at the Bottom 
whereof he obferved a great Mafs of Fire, which feem- 
ed to boil like fomething liquid, and fhining. He 
alfo took Notice of the Largenefs of the Mouth, which 
took up all the Top of the Mountain, and might be 
about a Quarter of a League in Circumference. They 
returned with this Account; and received a Welcome 
back from their bold Undertaking, with great Aftonith- 
ment of the Indians, and Encreafe of their Efteem for 
the Spaniards. . 

Tue Gallantry of Diego de Ordax was at that Time no 
other than a rafh Curiofity; but Time made it of Im- 
portance and ferviceable to this Undertaking; for the 
Army being in Want of Powder, (the fecond Time they 
marched to Mexico by Force of Arms,) Cortez remem- 
ber’d the Boilings of liquid Fire which were difcovered 
in this Mountain, and in it found a fufficient Quantity 
of very fine Sulphur, for the making of Gun-Powder. 
On which Account this Action of Diego de Ordax recom- 
mended it felf, and, became neceflary; and his Dilcovery 
was fo ufeful in the Conqueft, that the Emperor af- 
terwards rewarded him with fome Favours, and enobled 
the Action by giving him the Burning Mountain for his 
Arms. Sant 

Twengy, Days the Spaniards continud in Tlafcala, 
partly on Account of.Vifits paid them by the neigh- 
bouring Nations, and partly to fatisfy the Inhabitants 
themfelves ; who agreed fo well with the Spaniards, that 
they endeavoured to put off the Time appointed for re- 
moving, with various Feftivals and publick entertain- 
ments, Dances after their Manner, and Adts of Agi- 
lity. 7 

"Tut Day being fixed for the March, there arofe a 
Difpute about the Choice of the Road: Cortex inclined 
for Cholula, a.City (as we have faid) very large, in whofe 
Diftriats the Veterane Troops of Motexuma uled to quarter. 

THE Tlafcalans oppofed this Refolution, adviling 
them to take their March by Guajoxingo, a Country 
plentiful and fecure; for the People of Cholula, betides 
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their natural Cunning and Treachery, obeyed Mote- 
guma with a fervile Fear, being the Vaflals in whom he 
moft confided for their known Fidelity. To which they 
added, That City had the Reputation amongit all the 
Diftriéts thereabouts, of being a Country facred and re- 
ligious, containing above four hundred Temples, with 
fuch ill-conditioned Gods, that they aftonifhed all the 
World with their Prodigies; for which Reafon it was 
by no Means fecure to enter their Territories, without 
having fome Affurances of their good Difpofition. The 
Zempoalans \efs fuperftitious now by their Acquaintance 
with the Spaniards, defpifed thote Prodigies; but were 
of the fame Opinion, remembring and. repeating the 
Reafons they had given at Zocothlan, for the Army’s 
avoiding that City. 

. Buv before they came to any Refolution on this 
Point, new Ambafladors arrived from Motezuma, with 
another Prefent, and Advice that their Emperor would 
now fuffer himfelf, to be vifited by the Spaniards, and 
vouchfafe to. receive their Embafly after a favourable 
Manner; ,and’ among other Things they difcourfed of 
relating to the March, they acquainted him they had 
provided Quarters at Cholula. So that now it was become 
neceflary to march by that City; not that they placd 
any Confidence in this unlooked for and fudden Change 
of Motexuma, or that fuch Facility, after fo much Re+ 
fiftance, did not appear unfeafonable and fufpicious: 
But Hernan Cortex took great Care that thele Mexicans 
fhould not perceive him concerned; for in their Fear 
he placed his greateft Security. As foon as the Chiefs 
of the Tlafcalans underttood the Propofal of Moteguma, 
they took it for granted, that Treachery was defigned 
at Cholula, and renewed their Inftances, being fincerely 
concerned for the Danger of their Friends. And Magi/- 
catzin, who had the greateft Regard for the Spaniards, 
and a paflionate Inclination in particular for Cortez, 
prefled him very much that he fhould not march to 
that City. Cortez, who was defirous to give him all 
the Satisfaction he could, as being much obliged for the 
Care he took of him, and efteeming very much his Ad- 
vice, immediately aflembled his Captains, and in his 
Prefence propofed the Queftion, weighing the Reafons 
qf thac 
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that offered both on the one Side, and on the other ; and 
the Refolution was, That now they could not poflibly 
avoid marching to thofe Quarters propofed by the Mexi- 
cans, unlets they would difcover that they were fufpi- 
cious before; and tho’ their Sufpicions were certain, they 
were {hill obliged to proceed into the greater Danger, 
and not to leave the Traytors behind them: Therefore it 
was neceflary for them to go to Cholula, to difcover the 
Intentions of Morexuma, and give’a new Reputation to 
their Arms by the Chaftifement of his Perfidy. Ma- 
gifcatzin acquielced in that Opinion, reverencing (with 
great Docility) the fuperior Judgment of the Spaniards ; 
but never quitting his Jealoufy, which obliged him to 
judge the contrary. He defired Leave to call together 
the Troops of his Republick, and affift his Friends in 
fuch evident Danger; for that it was not reafonable, 
tho’ the Spaniards were invincible, to deprive the Tlaf- 
calans of the Honour of performing their Duty. 
Hernan Cortex (notwithftanding he was fenfible of the 
Danger, and well pleafed with the Offer) refufed to ad- 
mit them; for it was'difagreeable to him to begin fo 
{oon to receive Succour from a Nation fo lately reduced; 
and therefore he anfwered him, by making great Ac- 
knowledgements for his Care; and laftly told him, That 
at the prefent the Offer was not neceflary ; yet he re- 
fuled it fo faintly, as if he defired they fhould do it, 
without his being obliged to let them know it; a Kind 
of Refufal, which is little better than afking. 
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Lhey difeover new Signs’ of Treachery in 
! Cholula. The Army marches for that 
City, being reinforced with fome Companies 
| of ‘Vlafcalans. 


exvegyg] T was moft certain, that Morezuma, without 
2 | coming to any Refolution of taking up Arms 
again{ft the Spaniards, contriv’d to deftroy 
them, rather by Subtiltythan Force. The An- 
| twers of his Oracles had frighted him anew ;) and the 
| Devil, (who was much difturbed by the Neighbourhood 
| of the Chriftians) prefled him with horrible Threats) to 
| keep them ata Diltance from him. Sometimes he en- 
rag'd the Priefts and Magicians, that they might provoke 
and incenfe the King, and make him furious ; at other 
Times he appeared to him, affuming the Figure of ‘his 

Idol, and {poke to him, the more to infpire him with 

the Spirit of Anger: But he always left him inclined to 
Treafon and Deceit, without ever propofing to him to 
| make ufe of his mighty Power and Force. Whether. he 
| had no Permiffion to ufe Violence, or that he never 
} ules to advife the beft, he took him off from Ways 
that were generous, and difcouraged him by the fame 
Means with which he thought to animate him. On 
; the one Side, he had not Courage to fhew himfelf 
i to thofe prodigious People; and on the other, he 
thought their Army too contemptible, and too {mall 
in Number, for him to engage, publickly with his 
Arms; and finding it agreeable to his.own Notion 
of Honour to deceive them, he endeavoured wholly 
to draw them from Tlafcala, where he could not lay his 
Plots, and bring them to Cholula, where ‘they were al- 
ready contriv’d, and ready to be executed. — Hernan Cortez 
took notice, that thofe of the Government did not come 
to vifit him ; and he communicated his Obfervations to 
G the 
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the Mexican Ambafladors, very much wondering at the 
DifrefpeCt of thofe Caziques who had the Charge of pro- 
viding his Quarters; who could not be ignorant that he 
had been vilited by all the Towns of the Country round, 
that were under lefs Obligations. The Ambafladors en- 
deavoured to excufe the People of Cholula, but confefled 
their Inadvertency, and feemingly endeavoured to have 
the Fault mended, by giving Notice of it ; for it was 
not long before there came from that City four Indians 
ill cloathed, People of very {mall Confideration for Am- 
bafladors, confidering the Cuftom of thofe Nations: A 
Difrepect which the Tla/calans urged, as a new Sign of 
their evil Intentions, upon which Hernan Cortex refu- 
fed to admit them, ordering them immediately back ; 
faying, (in the Prefence of the Mexicans,) That the 
Caziques of Cholula underftood very little Civilicy, for 
inftead of making Amends for a Neglect, they added 
one Difcourtefy to another. The Day for the March 
came ; and tho’ the Spaniards took the Morning to draw 
up their own Men, and thofe of Zempoala, they 
found already in the Field an Army of Tiafcalans, provi- 
ded by the Senate, at the Inftance of Magifcatzin, whofe 
Captains acquainted Cortez, That they had received Or- 
ders from the Republick, to ferve under his Command, 
and follow his Banner in the Journey, not only to Cho- 
lula, but as far as Mexico, where they fuppofed was the 
greateft Danger of his Undertaking. 

Tuey were all drawn up in Order; and notwith- 
{landing they were very clofe, (according to their Difci- 
pline,) they took up a great Space of Ground; for they 
had joined all the Nations which were confederate with 
them, and got together an extraordinary Force for the 
Defence of their Friends, believing it would happen fo, 
that they fhould be obliged to face the Armies of Mote- 
zuma. Their feveral Commands were diftinguilhed by 
the Colour of their Feathers, and the Difference of their 

Enfigns, 
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Enfigns, Eagles, Lyons, and other fietcé Aninials raifed 
on high, which, as Hieroglyphicks and Devices, had a 
Signification, and put the Soldiers in Mind of the Mili« 
tary Honour of their Nation. Some of our Writers ens 
large fo far; as to fay, that the whole Grofs of their 
Army confilted of an hundred thoufand armed Men : 
others are more referved in the Account ; but with the 
leaft Number the Achon was great in the Tlafcalans, and 
is truly worthy of Remembrance, both for the Thing it 
felf, and the Manner of doing it. Cortex thanked them; 
and acknowledged this. Proof of their AffeCtions with 
very endearing Expreflions, and was forced to take fome 
Pains to convince them it was. inconvenient he fhould 
carry fo great a Number, when he went in Peace ;_ but 
at laft he gained his Point, leaving them fatisfied, by 
permitting fome Companies, with their Captains, to fol- 
low him, referving the Grofs to march to his Succour 
when Neceflity required. 

Our Bernal Diaz writes, that he took with him two 
thoufand Tlafcalans ; Antonio de Herrerafays, three thou- 
fand: But Hernan Cortex himfelf confefles, in his own 
Relation, that he took fix thoufand; and he was not {o 
lavifh of his own Honour, as to make the Number 
greater than it was, which of Courfe would have made 
his Refolution the lefs admired. 

But we mutt not pafs over in Silence, an Accident 
which deferves Confideration, and belongs properly to 
this Place. ‘There remained in Tlafcala, when the Spa- 
niards left that City, a Crofs of Wood fixed by the Spa- 
niards, the Day of their Entrance, on a Place both high 
and open to the View ; and Hernan Cortez was unwilling 
they fhould deftroy it, on the contrary, he left the Venera- 
tion of it in Charge with the Caziques: But it was necef- 
fary there fhould be a more powerful Recommendation, 
to make that remain with Security among the Infidels ; 
For {carce were the Chriftians out of the City, when 


(in 
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(in fight of all the Indians) a prodigious Cloud detcends 
ed from Heaven to take Care of its Defence. It was of 
a ‘pleafing and exquifite Whitenefs, and: defcended 
through the Region of the Air, till being dilated in Form 
of a Pillar, it fertled perpendicularly upon the fame 
Crofs, where it continued more or lefs diftinét, (a mar- 
velous Providence,) for three or four Years, until by 
various Accidents’ Chriftianity {pread’ through that Pro- 
vince. | There proceeded fromthe Cloud a moderate 
Splendor, which infufed Veneration, and never mixed 
with the Darknefs of the Night: The Indians at firft 
were much afraid, being {enfible'‘of the Prodigy, without 
conceiving the Myftery : But after they had better confi- 
dered the Novelty; they: laid:afide their Fear, without 
leffening theit Admiration.. They faid publickly, that 
that holy Sign contained within it fome Deity, and that 
‘twas not in vain’ théir Friends the Spaniards fo much 
worfhipped it. They endeavoured’ to imitate them, 
bending the Knee before it, and repairing thither in 
their Neéeflities, without thinking ‘on their Idols, and 
frequenting their Temples much lefs than ‘they were 
wont. Which Devotion Gf we may call that fo, which was 
indeed the Influence of an unknown Caufe) increafed 
with fo “much Fervour, both among Nobles and Ple- 
beians, that the Priefts and Magicians, began to be jea- 
lous of their Religion, and endeavoured feveral ‘Times 
to pluck up the Crofs, and break it in Pieces: But they 
always returned frighted, without daring to tell what 
had happened to them, left they thould loofe their Re- 
putation with the People. Thus do Authors of Credit 
report it; and after this Manner did Heaven’ take Care 
to difpofe the Minds of thofe People, that they might 
afterwards, with lefs Refiftance, receive the Gofpel, as 
the Husbandman, before he fows his Seed, prepares the 
Earth to facilitate the Production. 


NOTHING 
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NorTuHING extraordinary happened the firft Day's 
March ; for now that ennumerable Concourfe of Indians 
that appeared on the Roads, and thofe Shouts which paf- 
fed for Acclammations, were no Novelty. They march- 
ed four Leagues of the five Cholula was then diftant 

‘from old Tlafeala; and it was thought fit to halt near the 
Bank of a pleafant River, to avoid entring by Night in- 
to fo populous a Town. Soon after they were fixed in 
their Quarters, and had diftributed fuch Orders as were 
neceflary for their Defence and Security, there arrived 
fecond Ambafladors from the Gity, People of greater 
Rank, and better drefled. They brought a Prefent of 
feveral Sorts of Provilions, and delivered their Embafly 
with much Ceremony and Refpect. The Effect was to 
excufe the Backwardnefs of their Caziques, for not 
waiting on the General at Tlafcala, thofe People being 
their Enemies, to offer the Quarters provided by their 
City, and withal, to acquaint them how much the Citizens 
rejoiced at their good Fortune, in deferving to entertain 
fuch Guefts, fo much applauded for their noble ACtions, 
and fo deferving to be belov’d for their Goodnefs. Thefe 
Words were delivered with a feeming Sincerity, fuch as 
very well covered the Artifice. Hernan Cortez gracioufly 
admitted of the Excufe, and the Prefent, taking Care 
at the fame Time to appear without the leaft Diftruft ; 
and the next Day (by the Rifing of the Sun) he conti- 
nued his March with the fame Order, but not without 
fome Concern, which obliged him to greater Vigilance ; 
for the City was flow in coming out to receive them, 
and this Remark, among others, made fome Noife. 
But as the Army drew near the City, with their Arms 
in Readinefs for a Combat, the Caziques and Priefts ap- 
peared, with a numerous Attendance of unarmed Peo- 

ple. Cortez gave Orders to halt, to receive them, and 

they performed their Parts, with fo much Reverence 

and Joy, that they left no room for Jealoufy, at that 
gal prefent, 
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prefent, of any Thing which had been before obferved 
of their Actions and Management : But as foon as they 
perceived the Body of ‘Tlafcalans) that marched in the 
Rear, they changed their Countenances 5 and among the 
Principal of thofe who came to receive them, there arofe 
a difagreeable Rumour which did again awaken the Jea- 
louly of the Spaniards. Donna Marina was ordered. to en- 
quire into the Caufe of that Novelty ; and the Aniwex 
they gave by her was, That the Tlafealans could ‘not en- 
ter into their City with their Arms, being Enemies to 
their Nation, and Rebels to their King; and they were 
very earneft with Cortex that they fhould halt, and imme- 
diately return to their Country, as Impediments to the 
Peace which was going to be publifhed; and reprefent- 
ed the Inconveniences, without receding, or being dif- 
compos’d, being pofitive that it was not to be allowed 5 
but that Refolution was confin’d within the Limits of a 
Requett. | 

Correz was fomewhat uneafy at this Demand, which 
feem’d reafonable, but was not confiftent with hig Secu- 
rity: He endeavoured to quiet them, by the Hopes of 
finding fome Way to compofe their Differences ; and 
communicating the Matter briefly to his Captains, it was 
judged advifeable to propofe to the Tlafcalans to take 
their Quarters without the City, till fuch Timeas they 
could penetrate into the Defigns of the Caziques, or pro- 
ceed on their March. This Propofition (which feemed 
to have fomething of Hardfhip in it) was carried by the 
Captains Pedro de Alvarado and Chriftoval de Olid, who 
made ufe both of Perfwafion, and Authority, as being 
an Order which was to be obeyed, and acquainted them 
with the Reafon. They were fo very complying, that 
they cut him fhort, faying, They did not come to dil- 
pute, but obey ; and that they would prefently make 
their Barracks without the Town, in a Place where they 
might quickly come to the Defencejof their Friends, tee. 
ing they refolved to adventure contrary to all Reafon, 


confiding 
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confiding in Traytors.. The People of Cholla were im 
mediately acquainted with this, which they teadily 
agreed to, .both Nations’ remaining not only fatisfied, 
but with dome Vanity from their Oppofition 5 the one; 
partly becaufe they perfwaded themfelves they had got 
the better, by leaving their Enemies difcontented, and 
ill accommodated; the other Party; becatife they Jook- 
ed upon their refufing to admit) them within their City 
-as.a manifeft Acknowledgement: that they {tood in’ fear 
‘of them. ‘Thus does the Imagination of Men vary the 


Nature arid Appearance of Things, which are generally 
walued as they are taken, and they. are ‘taken as We 
would have them. ‘rT 


C.. He AP VI 


The Spaniards make thew Entry into Cholula , 
qwhere the People endeavour to decetve them 
by their outward good Entertainment. T heir 
Treafon 2s difcovered ; and the Spaniards 
make a Difpofition to chaftife them. 


Sra HE Entry of the Spaniards into Cholula was 
BING like to that of Tlafcala: A Concourfe of ennv- 
merable People, which they pafled through 
with Difficulty ; tumultuous Acclamations ; 
Women that flung and beftowed Nofegays of Flowers ; 
Caziques and Priefts, with repeated Refpects and Per- 
fumes ; Variety of Inftruments, which made more 
Noife than Mufick, difperfed about the Streets; and 
their Joy fo well counterfeited, that the Spaniards, who 
came thither full of Jealoufy, began to think them iin- 
cere. 


THE 
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THE City was fo beautiful to behold, that it was 
compared to our Valladolid ; fituate in a Plain, the Ho- 
rizon on all Sides open, and very delightful. They fay 
it contained within the Walls twenty thoufand Inhabi- 
tants, and that the Number was greater of thofe who 
lived in the Suburbs. *I'was generally frequented by 
many Strangers; partly as a Sanctuary of their Gods, 
and partly as the great Emporium of Merchandize. 
The Streets were wide, and well laid out; the Build- 
ings greater, and of better Architecture than thofe of 
Tlafcala; and their Wealth, made.ic appear more noble, 
with the Towers, which fhewed the Multitude of their 
Temples. The Inhabitants were more cunning than war- 
like, Merchants and Mechanicks, abundance of People, 
and but few of Diftinétion. 

THE Quarters provided for the Spaniards were three 
or four large Houfes contiguous to each other, which 
contained the Spaniards and Zempoalans ; where they 
could both fortify themfelves, as Occafion required ; and 
their Cuftom fo to do, made it not feem ftrange. The 
Tlafcalans chofe a Place for their Quarters a little dif 
tant from the Town, fecuring it with fome Works ; 
they formed their Guards, and placed their Centinels, 
being now improved in Military Affairs by the Imitation 
of their Friends. The firft three or four Days were all 
quiet, and good Ufage. The Caziques were punctual in 
paying their Refpects to Cortex, and endeavoured to be 
acquainted with his Captains. Provifions were given 
liberally, and in abundance; all outward Appearances 
were favourable, infomuch that the Spaniards began to 
think what they heard was falfe, and that they had up- 
on too flight Foundations believed the former Ru- 
mours ; fo readily difpofed is the Mind always to make 
it felf eafy. But it was not long before the Truth ap- 
peared ; nor could thofe People continue in their Art» 
fice till they had compafled what they intended : Deceit- 
| ful 
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ful both by Nature and Cuftom, but not fo watchful 
and cunning as their Diflimulation and Malice requir d. 
PROVIsIONS by little and little grew {carce, the 
Entertainments and Attendance of the Caziques ceafed 
at once. Motexuma’s Ambafladors held. private Confe- 
rences with the Priefts, and the People difcover’d a 
falfe Joy in their Countenances. All Things gave Signs 
of fome Novelty, and awaken’d the ill-lull’d Jealoufy 
of the Spaniards. Cortez contriv’d to find out fome 
| Means to be infornyd of the Intentions of thofe People ; 
and at the fame Time the Truth difcover’d it felf; the 
Providence of God, fo often known by Experience in 
this Conqueft, anticipating all the Contrivances of Men. 
AN antient Indian Woman of Note, who had great 
| Relations in Cholula, had contrafted a Friendfhip with 
| Donna Marina: She often vifited her with Familiarity ; 
and Donna Marina very well deferv’d it from her, for her 
natural Courtefy and Difcretion. She came that Day 
earlier, and feem’d to be fuller of Thought ‘and Trouble 
than ufual She drew her afide privately from the Spa- 
atards, and charging her with Secrecy, | even by the 
manner of her Delivery, began’ to bemoan ‘her Capti- 
vity, and to perfwade her to forfake..thofe abominable 
Strangers, and come to her Houfe, ‘where fhe offer’d her 
Entertainment and Protetion from the Spaniards. Donna 
Marina, who was ingenious enough, compar’d this Of 
fer with the other Signs, and pretending’ that fhe was 
under Oppreffion, and came againft: her Will with thofe 
People, feem’d to facilitate the Efcape, ‘and: accepted “of 
her’ Entertainment” With fo mary srateful Acknowledg- 
tents, ’ char’ the Indian, ‘believing her fincere, difcover’d 
het whole’ ‘Heart ; telling Pict ey femaes -abfolutely ne. 
2s ceflary ‘the fhould 80° ‘immediately, for that: the Time 
“ “appointed” among ‘their People for the Deftrution of 
“the Spaniards drew near ; and: that *twas tunreafonable 
se pf valuable’ a Woman fhould perifh with them : That 
I “ Motexuma 
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& Morexuma had provided twenty thoufand Men at a 
“« {mall Diftance, to make fure of the Defign: That 
“ fix thoufand chofen Men of that Number had already 
“ enter’d the City in fmall Parcels : ‘That Abundance of 
“ Arms had been diftributed among the People, Quanti- 
“ ties of Stones carried up to the Tops of the Houfes, and 
“ deep Trenches were cut a-crofs the Streets, with {harp 
“ Stakes fix’d in the Bottom, covering the fame at Top 
“ with Earth on flight Supporters, that the Horfes 
“ might fall in, and be wounded : That Motezuma did 
“ defign to make an End of all the Spaniards ; but had 
“ commanded fome of them to be brought alive, to 
“ fatisfy his Curiofity, and his Regard for his Gods: 
“ And that he had ptefented the City with a Drum 
“ made of.Gold, curioufly hollow’d, to excite their 
“ Minds with this military Favour.” In fhort,; Donna 
Marina (exprefling. how.;mruch, the rejoiced, at the good 
Difpofition of their Undertaking, and. asking fome Quef- 
tions.as one .that  was- pleafed. with what fhe enquir’d 
after) found her felf: fully: inform’d of the whole Con- 
{piracy. She pretended the would immediately go with 
her; and, under Colour, of getting together, her Jewels, 
with fome other valuable, Things; fhe found the Means 
of leaving, hex without. Sufpicion, and immediately gave. 
an, Account to Cortex, He order'd the Indian to be feiz’d ; 
who, after’ a, few, Threats,, between, Confufion; and Con- 
vitions difgover’d the whole, 3 sy ods 

\$ooN,,after came fome Tlafealan Soldiers, drefs’d. 
like Peafants,| and told, Cortex, from, their Commanders, 
‘Phat he fhauld take. care of himfelf, for that from: 
‘¢ their Quarters |they had feen the People of Cholula, 
« carty,, thei,, Women and Goods; to, the, neighbouring, 
« Villages :,”. A fure Sign they. werg hatching, fome Trea. 


fon. .... Theyjunderttood likewale that they, had celebrated 
chat, Morning, in, the, great,"Temple, of, their Citys a Sar. 
crifice of ten, Ghildren.of both Sexes 5a Ceremony they. 
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| ufed when they defigned to undertake any military Ac 
tion. At the fame time arriv’d two or three Zempoa- 
lans, who going about the City, by Accident had dif- 
cover’d the Deceit of their Trenches, and had feen in the 
| Streets, on the Sides, fome Works and Palifades, which 
| they had made to guide the Horfes to the Precipices. 

Tere was no occafion fot any greater Confirmation of 
the Intentions of thofe People: But Hernan Cortex was re 
folv’d to make the Matter appear clearer, and fo to juftify 
his Proceedings, that none should be able to blemith them, 
by procuring fome principal Witnefles of the fame Nation, 
who fhould confefs the Crime. ‘To whichEnd he order’d 
| the Chief Prieft to be called, on whom the reft depended, 
and two or three more of the fame Profeflion ; Men 
| who wete of great Authority with the Caziques, and the 
| Generality of the People, He examined them feparate- 
ly, not as one who doubted their Intention, but as one 
who was forty for their Treafon, acquainting them with 
all the Circumftances he knew ; but concealing the Mans 
ner how he came by that Knowledge, to make them ads 
mire, and the Matter feem more myftterious, leaving 
them puzzled in their Notion of his Knowledge. They 
believ’d ‘they were talking to a, Deity, that. penetrated 
the Secrets of, Mens Hearts, and durft not carry on the 
Deceit, but’ immediately. confefled the Treafon with all 
tle Circumftances.; blaming Motexama, by whofe Order 
every Thing was difpofed and provided. 

Cortez order'd them to be fecretly imprifon’ d to 
aa raifing) any Difturbancé in the City. . He likewife 
order’d Care to be tdkén of Morexwmds Ambafladors, 
without fuiffering them to go out, or have any Commu- 
| nication with thofe of the Gity ; and calling his Cap- 
| tains together, He acquainted them with the whole Af- 

fair, and how) much’ it..concern’d: them not to let. this 
‘Treachéry-go unpunith’d ; ; making it appear eafy, and 
weighing the Confequences, with fo much Energy and 

AT Refolution; 
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Refolution, that they all refolv’d to obey, leaving the 
Direction and Succefs to his Prudence. 

THis being done, he fent for the Caziques who go- 
vern’d the City, and publith’d his March for the next 
Day ; not that he defign’d it; or that it was poffible ; 
but only to ftreighten them in Time for what they were 
about to do. He demanded Provifions for the March, 
Indians of Burden for his Baggage, and two thoufand 
Men armed to accompany him, as the Zempoalans and 
Tlafcalans had done. They offer’d the Provifions and 
Tamenes faintly, but the armed Men which he demanded 
with greater Readinefs ; in which their Defigns ran 
counter ; for Cortez defir’d them to difunite their Forces, 
and to have in his Power a Part of the 'T'raytors who were 
to be chaftiz’d ; and the Caziques ofter’d them, that they 
might introduceamong the Troops of Cortex thofe conceal’d 
Enemies, and make ufe of them when Occafion offer’d. 
Both Policies of War, and both fupported by military 
Reafons, if thofe Kinds of Deceit may be allow’d for 
Reafon which War has made lawful, and Example bas 
dignify’d. 

Novice was given’to the Tlafcalans of all that 
happen’d, with Orders to be ina Readinefs ; and that at 
the firft Dawning of the Day they dhould draw near the 
City, as if they were moving to follow the March ; and 
that at the firft Difcharge of the Fire-Arms they fhould 
advance with all Speed into the City to join the Army, 
bringing with them all the People they» found armed. 
He took care alfo that the Spaniards and Zempoalans 
fhould have their Arms in Order, and ‘be vacquainted 
with the Bufinefs they were to be employ’d! in, . Ag 
foon as it was Night (the Quarters being’ fecur’d by 
Guards, and fuch Centinels as the prefent Occafion ‘res 
guird) Cortez fent for Moteguma’s Atbaffadors, and 
with much Shew of great’ Intimacy, as one that® im- 
parted to them what they did not? know; told’ them, 

3 ‘ That, 
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That he had difcover’d, and had Proofs of a very 
great Confpiracy, form’d againft him by the Caziques 
and Citizens of Cholula: He acquainted them with 
what Meafures they had taken againft his Perfon and 
Army: He laid before them how much they ‘had 
been wanting to the Laws of Hofpitality, the Efta- 
“ blifhment of the Peace, and the Word of their Prince.” 
And added, “ That he had not only come to the Know- 
“ ledge of this, by his own Speculation and Vigilance ; 
“ but that the principal Confpirators had likewifs con- 
“ fefled it, and excufed their Treachery by a greater 
Crime 5 for they had the Boldneds to fay they had re- 
ceiv'd Orders and Affiftance from Motexuma to deftroy 
his Army after fo infamous a manner 3 which was not 
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“ fo great a Prince ; for which Reafon he had refolv’d 


to take Satisfaction for the Offence with the utmoft 
Rigour of his Arms: ‘That he communicated thjs to: 
them, that they might be appriz’d of his Reafons, 
and underftand that he was not fo angry with them 
for the Crime comimitted againft himfelf, as for the 
“ Circumttance thofe feditious People made ufe of, by 
“ authorizing their Treafon with the Name of the 
saliKing... 

_Tue Ambafladors pretended, as well as they could, 
that they knew nothing of the Confpiracy, and endea- 
vour'd to fave the Credit of their Prince, following the 
Path which Cortez had purpofely chalk’d them out to 
leflen the Force of his Complaint. — | 
- 1? was.not convenient at that Time publickly to feem 
to diftrult Morexuma, and make a powerful Prince, who 
was refolv’d to diffemble, a powerful open Enemy : Upon 
which. Confideration it was refolv’d to overthrow ‘his 
Defigns, without giving him Reafon to believe they 
knew them ; punifhing only his AGions in’ the Perfoas 
of thofe he employ’d, and contenting  themfelves to 
| K avoid 


ce 


likely, nor could-he entertain fo mean a Thought of - 
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avoid the Blow, without any regard to» the Arm that 
guided it. Cortex thought it a Matter of {mall Difficulty 
to break that Body of Men provided to f{upport the Sedi- 
tious, as one accuftom’d to greater Deeds with a {maller 
Force ; and he was fo far from. doubting’ the Succefs, 
that he efteem’d it a Happinefs (or, at léaft, he faid fo 
among his own People) to find this Opportunity of 
raifing the Reputation of his Arms among the Mexicans.; 
and, in Truth, he was not difpleafed to find Moteguina 
{o much at a Lofs in Stratagems ; believing that. he 


would {carce raife his Thoughts to very great Matters, 
who durft not attack him openly, and difcoverd in his 
very Deceits the W eaknefs of his Refolution. 


CoH Awe: wanbh 


Cortez. chaftifes the Traytors of Cholula ; ‘re- 
duces and pacifies the City; and eftablifhes 
a Friendfhip betwixt them and the Tat 


calans. 


{oon as it was Day the Indians of Burden 
came, as had been demanded, and fome Pro- 
vifions ; but the former fewer in Number, 
and the other lefs in Quantity, than was ex- 
pected. Afterwards came the armed Indians, in broken 
Troops, who, under Pretence of accompanying them in 
the March, had their Counter-Orders to fall upon the 
Rear, when Occalion requir'd ; of whofe Numbers. the 
Caziques had been no Niggards, but gave another Sig- 
nal of their evil Intention, by fending more than were 


“defired. . Hernan Cortex diftributed them into the fe- 
veral 
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veral Courts of the Quarters, where he very artfully 
fecured them ; telling them that’ he was obliged to fe- 
parate them, in order to form his Squadrons as he wag 
accultomed. He prefently put: his Men in Order, well 
inftructed in what they were to do ; and mounting his 
‘Horfe, with thofe that were to follow him in the A€tion, 
caufed the Caziques to be called; ‘to jultify to them his 
Refolutions ; of “whom fome came, and others ex- 
cufed themfelves. He told them’ with a loud Voice, 
(and Donna Marina explain’d it with the fame Vehemence, ) 
That now ‘their Conipiracy was difcover’d, and their 
Punilhment refolv’d on; by the Rigour of which they 
fhould know how much it imported them to maintain 
that Peace which they intended fo’ treacheroufly to break. 
Scarce had: he begun to proteft: the Damage they fhould 
receive, when they retir’d to: join their! own Forces, 
flying with more than ordinary Diligence,’ and’ beginning 
the War with fome Injuries and Threats, which were 
heard at/a good ‘Diftance. Then Hernan’ Cortex. come 
manded that the Foot fhould fall upon thofe Indians he 
kepc divided in the Squares; and tho’ they were all pro- 
vided with Arms to execute their Treachery, and endea- 
voured to join, in order to defend themfelves, they were 
all deftroy’d with {mall Difficulty, none efcaping with 
Life, but fuch as could hide, or fling themfelves from 
the Walls, making ufe of their Agility and Lances to 
leap to the other Side. 

Havine fecur’diall at his Back with the Slaughter 
of his concealed Enemies, he gave the Signal for the 
Tlafcalans to move, and the Army advanced leifurely 
to the principal Street, leaving in the Quarters fuch a 
Guard as was neceflary. He detached forne Zempoalans 
before to difcover the Trenches, that the Horfe might 
not be endanger’d. | The Cholulans at the fame Time were 
not idle, for finding themfelves now engaged in open 
War, they call’d in the reft of the Mexicans ; and join- 
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ing in a great.Square, where ‘they had three or four 
Temples, they placed a Part of their People. on the Top 
of their Towers, and in the Porches; the selt they dis 
vided into feveral Bodies, to engage the Spaniards. But 
at the fame Time that Cortez’s Troops enter’d the Square, 
and the Charge was given, on both Sides, the Body of 
Tlafcalans clos’d with the Enemies Rear ; which unexpected 
Accident put them in fo much Dread and Diforder, that 
they could not fly, and knew not how to defend them- 
{elves ; fo that the Spaniards were tather encumber ‘d than 
oppos’d by their Enemies, who ran from one Danger to 
another with little or no Choice ; People void of Coun- 
fel, who only advanc’d in Hopes to efcape, and very of 
ten prefented their Brealts to the Points of their Ene- 
mies Weapons, without remembring to make’ the leait 
Ufe of their Hands. “Many were killed in this fort of 
Engagement ; but the greatelt Part efcaped to the Tem- 
ples; on whofe Steps and Terraces the Spaniards dif- 
cover’'d a Multitude of "armed, Men, but fuch as ra- 
ther filled than defended’ the Etminences of thofe great 
Buildings. The Mexicans took upon thent the De 
fence of thofe Places, but found themfelves fo encum- 
ber’d and opprefs’d by the Crowd of the Inhabitants, that 
they could hardly turn themfelves, and had fcarce Room 
to difcharge their Arrows. Cortex approached the great 
eft of the Temples with his Troops, and commanded 
his Interpreters with a loud Voice, to offer free Paflage 
to all fuch as would voluntarily corne down. and furren- 
der ; which was perform’d the fecond and third Time 5 
and then perceiving that no one moved, he order'd the 
Tower of the Temples to be fired, which, ’tisagreed, was 
executed, and that a great many perifh’d in the Fire 
and Ruins. Ie did not appear an eafy Matter for them 
to have fired thofe high Buildings, without firft opening 
the Paflage of the Stairs, if Cortex himfelf had. not hit 
upon it, by thaking ufe of the flaming Arrows, with which 

the 
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the Indians at a great Diftance threw their artificial Fires; 
but nothing was fufficient to diflodge the Enemy, till 
they fhorten’d the Attack by making way with the Ar- 
tillery, and it was worthy of Remark, that only one, 
out of fo many as were deftroy’d in this Temple, fur- 
render'd voluntarily to the Courtefy of the Spaniards : 
A notable Token of their Obftinacy. 
Tue fame Method was ufed at the other Temples, 
and afterwards they rang’d thro’ the whole City, which 
was left entirely difpeopled, and War ceafed for want of 
Enemies. ‘The Tlafcalans were diforderly to Excefs in 
the Pillage, and it coft fome Difficulty to make them 
retire. They made a great many Prifoners, loaded them- 
felves with Clothes, and Merchandizes of Value ; and 
particularly they fell upon the Salt-Houfes, of which 
they immediately fent fome Loads to their City, confi- 
dering the Necellities of their Country in the very midft 
of their Plunder. Above fix thoufand Men were left 
dead in the Streets, Temples, and ftrong Houfes, be- 
tween Natives and Mexicans ; an Action well-difpos’d, 
and perform’d without any Lofs on our Side ; and, in 
Truth, it was rather a Chaftifement than a Victory. 
HERNAN CoRTEZ retird immediately to his Quar- 
ters with the Spaniards and Zempoalans ; and, afhigning 
Quarters for the T/afcalans within the City, order’d the 
Prifoners of both Nations to be fet at Liberty ; which 
were indeed the principal People, whom the Tlafealans 
had preferved as their moft valuable Prize. Cortez firft 
order'd them to be brought into his Prefence, and then 
commanded that the Priefts fhould come forth from their 
Retirements, with the Indian who difcover’d their De- 
figns, and the Ambafladors of Motezuma: Then he made 
them a fhort Difcourfe, complaining, That the People of 
that City had obliged him to fo fevere a Punifhment ; 
and after laying before them the Crime, and afluring all 
that he had laid afide his Difpleafure, and fatisfy’d his 
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juft Revenge, he commanded a general Pardon to be 
publifhed, without any Exception ; and made it his Re- 
queft to the Caziques, That they would endeavour to 
repeople the City, by calling back the Fugitives, and 
encouraging thofe to come forth who were conceal’d. 

Tue Indians could fearce believe they ‘were at Li 
berty, knowing with what Rigour they ufed to treat 
their own Prifoners ; but kifling the Earth in token of 
their great Acknowledgment, they offer’d, with the moft 
humble Submiffion, to execute the Orders given them. 
‘The Ambafladors endeavour’d to conceal. their Confu- 
fion, applauding the Succefs of ‘that Day ; and Hernan 
Cortex congratulated them on the fame, fuffering Dif- 
mulation to take Place for the prefent, that he might 
keep them free from Sufpicion, and oblige Motexuma, 
by this outward Shew, to intereft. himfelf in the Chaf- 
tifement of his own Artifice. | 

THe City was in a little Time repeopled; for this | 
Demonftration of fetting at Liberty the Caziques and 
Priefts fo foon, withthe Impreflion this great Clemency 
of the Spaniards made on them, after fo juft a Provoca- 
tion, was fufficient Aflurance to the’ People’ who were 
{catter’d among the neighbouring Villages. The Citizens 
returnd immediately to their Houfes with their Fami« 
lies, open’d their Shops, ihewed , ther Wares, and the 
Tumult was at once converted into Obedience and Secu- 
rity : An Action which did not fo much fhew the na- 
tural Facility with which thofe Indians ran from one Ex- 
treme to another, as the great Opinion they had of the 
Spaniards ; for they found in the very Juftification of 
their Punifhment fuflicient Reafon be fecure, on their 
Amendment. 

THe Day after the ACtion Xicotencal arrivd with an 
Army of twenty thoufand Men, which, upon the firft 
Notice from their People, the Republick fent to the 
Succour of the Spaniards. They had kept their Forces 
on Foot, doubting the Succefs ; and upon all Occafions 
the Spaniards experimented the Diligence of that Nation. 
They halted without the City, where Hernan Cortex vi- 
fitedand entertain’d them with the greateft Acknowledg- 
ments for their Care and Zeal to ferve him ; but ¥ the 
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fame Time prevail’d on thern to retuitn, telling Xicorene | 
cal and his Captains, “ ‘That now their Affiftance was | 
“not neceflary for the Reduction of tthe Citys:and that | 
having refolv’d fhortly to march for Mexico, it was 
not convenient to awaken the Power of Motezuma, 
and provoke him to War, by bringing into, his Domi- 
nions fo numerous a Body of Tiafcalans, declared Ene- 
mies of the Mexicans.” They made no Objections to 
thefe Reafons ; on the contrary, they ingenuoufly con- 

| fefled and acknowledg’d that they were jult, offering to 
have Troops in Readinefs, and to come to his Affiftance 
whenfoever Occafion required. 

Corveéz endeavour'd, before they returned, to re- 
concile the two Nations of Tlafcalad and Choluld. He fet 
on foot a Treaty, removed the Difficulties, and, as his 

Authority was now well confirm’d with both Parties, he 

effected it in a few Days; and the AG of Confederacy 
| and Alliance between the two Cities and their Diftricts, 
were celebrated with the Affiftance of their) Magiftrates, 
| and the accuftomed Solemnities and Ceremonies. This 
was a wife Mediation; to which he was obliged,. for the 
fake of the Conveniency of opening a Way for the Tif 
| calans to fupply him’ the more eafily with» fuch Suc 
cours as he fhould have Occafion for, and likewife not te 
leave this Impediment to his Retreat, in cafe the Sticcef 
fhould not be anfiwerable to his Hopes. 

T'# us happen’d the Chattifement of Cholwla, fo much 
talked of inthe Books of Strangers, and in one of our 
own People, who by this Means obtain’d the miferable 
Applaufe of feeing himfelf quoted againft his Country. 
They place this Action among the barbarous Cruelties 
related of the Spaniards inthe Indies, and enlarge very 
much upon it, to difcredit and reflect on the Conquelt. 
They would give up all the Glory of our Arms to a co- 
_ -vetous Impulfe and Thirft of Gold, without remem- 
__ bring we open’d the Way to Religion, with the concur- 
rent fpecial Affiftance of the Arm of God throughout 
the whole Undertaking. They very much lament the 
Indians, treating them as a defencele{s and fimple People, 
_ that their Sufferings might appear the greater, and by a 
| wicked Compailion fhew their Hatred and Envy. 

| THE 
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Tue Cafe of Cholula needs no other Defence than the 
bare Narration. That fufhciently fhews the Malice of 
thofe Barbarians, and how well they knew to make ufe 
both of Force and Fraud, and with how much Jultice 
their Treachery was punifh’d ; from whence may be 
gather'd how paflionately they relate other Cafes of hor- 
rible Inhumanity, which they confider with the fame 
Partiality. We are not ignorant that in fome Part of the 
Indies Actions have been feen worthy of Reprehention, 
indeed contrary both to Piety and Reafon ; but in what 
juft and holy Undertaking have they not pafled by fome 
Inconveniences ? From what well difciplin’d) Army 
could they ever entirely banifh thofe Abufes and Difor- 
ders which the World calls military Liberty ° And what 
Proportion do thefe lefler Inconveniences bear with the 
principal Point of the Conquett ? Thofe who are en- 
vious of the Spanifh Glory, mutt confefs, that from this 
Beginning refulted, and with thefe Inftruments was per- 
feéted, the Converfion of this Body of Gentiles, and fo 
sreat a Part of the World at this Day reftored to their 
Creator. But to think that this Conquelt of the Indies 
fhould not be agreeable to God, and his moft high De- 
cree, for this or that Crime of the Conquerors, is to 
confound the Subftance with Accidents ; which even in 
the ineffable Work of our Redemption, prefuppofes (as 
neceflary for univerfal Salvation) the Malice of thofe 
permitted Sinners, who were the Inftruments of working 
the greateft Remedy with the sreateft Iniquity. The 
Ends of God may be known in {ome of his Difpofitions, 
which carry along with them the Signals of his Provi- 
dence ; but the Propofition and Agreement of the Means 
by which they are directed, is a Point referv’d to his 
eternal Wifdon, and fo conceal’d from human Know- 
ledge, that all fuch prejudiced Opinions, whofe Subtle- 
ties would pafs on the World for Strength of Under- 
ftanding, ought to be heard with Contempt, as being, in 
“Truth, no more than a daring Ignorance. 
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The Spaniards march from Choltila ; they meet 
with new Difficulties on the Mountain of Chalco: 
MorezuM a endeavours to flop them by means 
of his Magicians. 
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s HE Day prefix'd for the March was now drawing 
|f22y near, when fome Zempoallans who ferv'd in the Army 
we (whether they fear’d the Danger of marching to the 
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Court of Motezwma, or that the Love of their Coun- 
try weighed more with them than Reputation) defired Leave 
to return Home; which Cortes granted without Difficulty ; 
thanking them for the good Services they had done him: And 
by this Opportunity fent fome Prefents to the Cacique of Zeme 
poalla ; recommending again to his Care, thofe Spaniards he had 
left in his Diftriét, upon the Confidence reposd in his Friend- 
fhip and Alliance. He wrote at the fame Time to juan de 
Efcalante, with particular Earneftnefs, to fend him fome Meal 
_ for the Hoft, and Wine for the Mals; which began to grow 
 {carce, and the want of which would very much diftrefs him 
and his Troops. He gave him a fhore Account of his Pro- 
grefs, that he might thereby encourage him to ftrengthen 
the Fortrels of Vera Cruz, by additional Fortifications; not fo 
much on account of the Indians, as of what they might fufpect 
from Diego Velafquex, whofe reftlefs Spirit added to the Ge- 
neral’s Anxiety. 

At this Time arrived new Embaffadors from Motezwma, who 
having been inform’d of what pafs’d at Cholala, began to think 
of treating with the Spaniards: Accordingly, thefe Embafladors 
return d Thanks to Cortes for chaftizing the Seditious ; they tri- 
- fled fo far, as to enlarge upon the Indignation of their King, 
and co brand thofe with the Name of ‘Traitors, who had me- 
 rited it no otherwife chan by Obedience to his Commands, 
_ This Meflage was accompanied with a Prefent of equal Value 
and Pomp ; and by what happen’d- afterwards, it appears, that 
_ the Defign of it was to make Cortes think him(elf fecure of their 

good Intentions, that he might be the lefs circum{pect in his 
~ March, and fall into another Ambuth, prepared for him. In 
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fine, after fourteen Days Stay, during which Time they were 
employed in the Manner we have related, they began their 
March; andthe firft Night the Army quartered in a Village 
in the Jurifdition of Guacocingo, to which the Chiefs of that 
Government, and of other neighbouring Towns, immediately 
repaired with fufficient Quantity of Provifions, and fome Pre- 
fents of fmall Value, but enough to fhew the Affection with 
which they expected the Spaniards. Among thefe People Cortes 
found the fame Complaints of Motezuma as in Provinces 
more remote; nor was he forry to fee thofe Humours extend 
fo near the Heart, perfwading himfelf, that a Prince could 
not be very powerful with fo many Marks of a Tyrant, 
who by lofing the Love of his Vaflals, is defticute of the fureft 
Defence of a King. 

The next Day they profecuted their March over a very 
craggy Mountain, which join'd to the Yoleano. Cortes marched 
with Caution, having been advifed by one of the Caciques of 
Guacocingo at parting, not to confide in the Mexicans, who had 
placed a great Ambufcade on the other Side of the Mountain, 
and {topped up the Royal Road, which goes down from the 
Top to the Province of Chalco, with great Stones, and ‘Trees, 
opening another more impracticable Paflage, and {moothing 
it at the Top of the Hill, where they had augmented the na- 
tural Precipices of the Place, with fome they had cut, that the 
Army by degrees might be entangled in Difficulties, and be 
charged on a fudden, when their Horfes could not turn them- 
felves, nor the Foot ftand firm. They had reach’d the Top of 
the Mountain, (not without Fatigue, for it fnowed and blew 
hard) and in the very higheft Part, at a little Diftance from 
each other, they found the two Roads, with the Marks that had 
been related, one ftopt up, and covered; the other inviting to 
the View, and newly made. 

Although Hernan Cortes was highly incens'd to find the In- 
telligence of this Piece of Treachery prove true, he was fo 
much. Mafter of him(felf, that without fhewing Refentment, or 
making any Difturbance in the Army, he asked Motezuma’s 
Embaffadors, who marched near his Perfon, what thofe two 
Roads meant? They anfwered, That the beft was levelled for 
him to march : The other ftopt up, as more craggy and diffi- 
cult. Cortex replied, without changing either Voice or Coun- 
tenance, You are but little acquainted, faid he, with thofe of 
my Nation ; they will march in this Road that you have ftopt 
up, forno other Reafon, than its Difficulty: For the Spaniards, 
whenfoever they have it in their Choice, incline to that which 
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is the leaft eafy. Then, without making any Stop, he com- 
manded his Indian Friends to march foremoft, and cleat the 
_ Way, by removing to each Side thofe Obftacles to his Paf- 
fage, the Artifice whereof they had difcover’d to him: This 
was prefently put in Execution, to the great Surprize of the 
_ Embafladors ; who not fufpeétiug the Scratagem of their Prince 
_ to be difcovered; believed it a Piece of Divination, and found 
— Matter both of Admiration and Fear in the Gallantry of his Re- 
 folution. Cortes made this artful Ufe of the Notice he had recei- 
ved, to avoid the Danger, without lofing his Reputation : Nor 
did he care to have them think that he diftrufted Motezuma s 
_ but dextroufly difappointed his Stratagem, without feeming 
— to know it. 
So foon as the Indians in Ambufcade perceived the Spaniards 
_ tomarch wide, and follow the Royal Road, they took it for 
granted that they were difcovered, and began to retire in as 
_ much Confternation and Diforder, as if they had been over- 
come in Battel : So that our Army defcended into the Plain, 
_ without Oppofition : They quartered that Night in fomeHoufes 
on the Skirts of the Mountain, buile for the Entertainment of 
Mexican Merchants, who frequented the Fairs of Cholla ; there 
_ they fecured themfelves with doubled Guards, and fuch other 
Precautions as were neceflary in a Country where they marched 
in fo little Security. Motezuma, in the mean Time, difpirited 
| by the Difappointments he had met, loft his Refolution, and 
durft not make ufe of Force. This want of Courage made 
| him devout: He was more converfant with his Gods, frequen- 
ted their Temples, and redoubied his Sacrifices, till he had 
 ftain’d all their Alcars with human Blood: His Cruelty in- 
| creafed with his Afflictions ; and the contradictory An{wers of 
his Idols, added to his Confufion, and made him entirely dif- 
—confolate: Thofe unclean Spirits difagreeing in their Advice ; 
_fome bad him open the Gates of the City to the Spaniards, that he 
might fecure them all for Sacrifice, without their being able ci- 
ther to defend themfelves or to efcape: Others advifed, that 
he fhould keep them at a diftance, without fuffering himfelf 
to be feen, and endeavour to deftroy them ; and’ to this Opi- 
nion he moft inclined: For he was extremely offended, that 
they were fo. bold as.to enter into his Court againft his Will : 
He regarded this Obftinacy of theirs, in Contradi@tion to his 
Orders, as: an Invafion of his: Power, difguifing his Pride 
under a pretended Concern for the Prefervation of his Au- 
| thority. : Punt Lorian ui 
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But when he underftood that the Spaniards were already 
atrived in the Province of Chalco, and that his laft Ambufh in 
the Mountain had no manner of Effet, he grew uneafie, and 
impatient to the laft Degree, not knowing what Mealures to 
take: And his Counfellors left hm in the fame Uncertainty 
into which his Oracles had led him. At laft he fummoned all his 
Magicians and Sorcerers, whofe Profeffion was much efteemed 
in that Country, and of whom many had Communication with 
the Devil; the want of Knowledge of the true God givinga 
Reputation of Wife to thofe Men who were the moft deceived. 
He acquainted them what Occafion he had for all their Skill, 
to check the Progrefs of thefe Strangers, of whofe Defigns he 
was fo juftly jealous. He commanded them to take the Field; 
and put the Spaniards to flight, or ftupify them by the Force 
oftheir Enchancments, and work fome extraordinary Effect, as 
they had been accuftomed to do on Occafions lefs important : 
If they accomplifhed this, he promifed them great Rewards. 
and threaten’dthem withDeath, if they returned into his Prelence 
without Succefs. This Order was put in Execution with fo 
much Zeal, that feveral numerous Companies of Negromancers 
were aflembled and fet out; againft the Spaniards, confiding in 
the Force of theit Conjurations, and) the Power which they 
believed they had, over all) Nature. Father Jofeph de Acofta, 
and, other creditable Authors report, That whenothey came to 
the Road of Chalco, by which rhe Army was marching, and there 
began their Invocations, and drew Circles, the Devilappeared to 
them, inthe Formof one of their Idols, called Telcatlepuca, » God 
malignant and terrible, ‘from whom. they fuppofed Plagues, 
Sterility, and other Chaftifements of Heaven to proceed. “He 
came like one defpighted and enraged ; and with his lowring 
angry Look, outdid the very Fiercenefs' exprefs'd in the Coun- 
tenance of the Idol. His Garments were girt) with a Rope 
of Wicker, which bound his Breaftin different’ Rounds, either 
for the better Expreffion of his Anguifh, or to fhow, that he 
was drage’d by an invifible Hand.» They proftrated cthem- 
felves to adore him; and he, without fhewing the leaft Re- 
gard co their Humiliations, imitated the Voice:as well as he 
had done the Figure of the Idol ; and {poke to them after: this 
Manner: ‘ Unhappy Mexicans, the Time is come wherein your Con- 
jurations have loft thew Force, and our, League is entirely diffolved. Tell 
Motezuma, that for his Tyranny and Cruelty,' Heaven bath decreed his 
Ruin: And that you may after a more:lively Manner reprejent to him 
the Defolation of his Empire, turn your Eyes upon that miferable City, al- 
veady forfaken by your Gods. Having faid this, he difappeared ; and 


they 
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they beheld the whole City in a dreadful Flame, which leflen- 
ing by Degrees, at length vanifh’d, and left the Buildings 
untouched. 

The Magicians returned to Motexuma with this Account, 
which they thought fufficient to acquit them ; notwith{tanding 
their Apprehenfions of his Cruelty. But he was fo aftonifhed 
with the Menaces of this unfortunate and calamitous God, that 
he remained fpeechlefs for a while, like a Man in deep 
Thought, and fummoning all his Spirits to his Support ; and 
from that Inftane Jaying afide his native Fiercenefs, he caft 
his Eyes on the Magicians, and the reft who wer 
What can we do, faid he, if our Gods forfake us? Let the Strangers 
come, and the Fleavens fall upon us: To abfcond, or turn our Backs 
upon Misfortune, would be difbonourable. (And a little after he added) 
I only lament the old Men, Women, and Children, who cannot defend 
themjelves. And in making this Refleétion it was with Difficule 
that he with-held his Tears. It cannot be denied, but thac 

thete was fomething very Noble in his Refolution to meet 
that Calamity which he now regarded as inevitable ; nor was 
it a Tendernefs unbecoming a Royal Mind, which he exprefs'd 
in reflecting on the Oppreffion of his Vaflals: Such Sentiments 
are worthy of a King, among whofe Virtues, Humanity and 


They began 


e prefent : 


_ from this Moment to think of the Entertainment which Mote- 


| for fuch a handful of Men to 
-Refiftance) to the very Court 


Ruma was to give the Spaniards, of the Solemnity and Prepara- 


tions for their Reception: And from thence took Occafion to 


_ difcourfe on the great A@ions they had done, and the Prodi- 


gies with which Heaven had prepared their Way, the Marks 


_ they bore of thofe Oriental Men, promifed to their Anceftors, 
_ andthe Difpondency of their own Gods, who feemed to confefs 
_themfelves vanquith’d, and to abandon the Dominion of thefe 
_ Countries, as Divinities of an inferiour Hierarchy. And there 


was fufficient need of all this Prepofleffion, to make it poffible 


penetrate (againft fuch obftinate 


of a Prince fo potent and abfo- 
lute; whofe Vaflals were bred up in a Dread of him, and re- 
verencd him even to Adoration, 
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MorezuMa fends his Nephew the Lord of Tezeuco 
to vifit Cort Ez in his Quarters: He continues 


his March, and halts at Quitlavaca, wethin the | 


Lake of Mexico. 


GGG R OM the Houfes where the Army quartered on the 
Dx! other Side of the Mountain, they pafled the Day fol- 

<2) lowing to a fmall Village in the Jurifdiction of Chalco, 

WON (iruate on the Royal Road, fomewhat more than 
two Leagues from their former Encampment ; where the prin- 
cipal Cacique of the Province, and others of the Neighbours 
hood immediately arriv’d : They brought Prefents with fome 


Provifions: : Cortes entertained them with great Humanity, and | 


made them Prefents in Return for theirs: But he quickly 
difcovered by their Converfation, that they were very circum 


{pect, and cautious of {peaking before the Mexican Embafladors : 


For they ftopped out of Seafon, and feemed embarafled ; and 
even in what they faid, explained what they would conceal. 


Hernan Cortes took them afide, and by the Help of his Inter 
preters, difcovered all the Venom of their Hearts. They com- 
plained immoderately of the Cruelties and Tyrannies of Mote- 


zuma: They reprefented the intolerable Load of his Impofts, 
extended even to their Perfons; for he obliged them to labour 
without Wages, in his Gardens, and other Works of Vanity : 
They added with Tears, That they were forced to give up their 
Women as a Tribute to his Luft, and thar of his Minifters; 
who chofe.and rejected them at Pleafure ; nor were the: Mo- 
ther’s Arms a Security to her Daughter, or the Bed of a Hus- 
band any Protection to his Wife, . They reprefented this:to 
Cortes, as to the Perfon who was to apply a Remedy ; beholding 
him as a Deity defcended from Heaven, to exercife Jurifdiction 
over Tyrants. He hearkened to them with Compaffion, and 
endeavoured to fupport them with the Hopes of Relief; pet- 
ritting the Opinion they had entertained of him, to pals at 
that Time without undeceiving their Ignorance. He did not 
willingly fuffer his Politics to carry him beyond the Bounds 
of Modefty ; and as little did he care to leflen the advantagious 

I Notion 


4 


{ 


| 


f 
| 


at 


NORTE. 


Fuguiguinc, Tescatepec, 


ee 
ee 
Ottoman, i 

<i AK 


oN 


Mietth iad. a a 
4 3‘ SS" le Ww 

ma TARP gt WS PAC \ | 

‘ X\) 


\\ 


\\\\y 
\ 


OM 


pol 


As . : Ss Dae 
\ 


THE * NE a a ‘ one - = 
cae Lots WSAESE ASE SS A ag 
\ 


_Liake of Mexico Sat Re : 
: Sa \\\e melasma eiats x 


| Road to fee the Strangers pals. 


Boox IIT. of Mexico, or New Spain. 51 


Notion thefe People had of him, which he confiderd as a 
Point of the utmoft Importance. | 
He purfued his March the next Day for four Leagues, thro’ 
a more temperate and pleafant Country, which difcovered its 
Beauty in Groves and Gardens. He made a Halt in Ame- 
meca, where he quartered his Army in a Village tolerably well 
inhabited, buile on a Creek of the great Lake, one Half in the 
Water, and the other on firm Land, at the Foor of a litle 
Mountain, rugged and barren: fo this Place reforted a great 
many Mexicans, with their Arms and military Ornaments : 
And tho’ it was believed at firft, that Curiofiry only brought 
them thither, their Numbers increafed to fuch a Degree, as to 
give Umbrage ; nor wanted there fome Reafons to create a Jea- 
loufy of their Defigns. Cortes had recourfe to fuch Impreffions 
on their Senfes as he thought proper to ftop and affrighe them, 
making a Difcharge of fome Fire-Arms, and Pieces of Artillery 
in the Air, and provoking the Fury of the Horfes; and the 
Interpreters reprefented cthofe {trange Sounds, as the Forerun- 
ners of fome finifter Event : By which Means he obliged them 
to retire to a greater Diftance from his Quarters before Night 
cameon. We cannot affirm that they approach’d with any 


| hoftile Intentions; nor doth it feem likely, that they fhould 


undertake any new Confpiracy, when Motezwina was reduced 
to expofe himfelf to View ; tho’ the Centinels killd fome In- 
dians for advancing too near, under an Appearance of reconnoi- 


tring the Quarters: And it is poffible, that {ome Chief of the 


Mexicans might lead his Troops thicher, with a Defign to fur- 


prize the Spaniards ; as believing ix might not be difagreeable 


_ to their King, who, they thought, was making a Peace repug- 


nant to hisTemper and Intereft : But this is no more than Coa- 
jecture ; for in the Morning they only difcovered fome Troops 
of People withous Arms, who had placed themfelves in the 


Orders were now giving for the Army to march, when four 
Mexican Cavaliers arrived at the Quarters, with Notice, that 


- Prince Cacumatzin, Nephew to Motezunia, and Lord of Texeuco 


was coming to vifit Cortes on the Part of his Uncle ; nor was 
it long eer he arrived : He was accompany d by a great many 
Nobles, richly adorned, with all the Marks of Peace, and car- 
ried on the Shoulders of fome Indians of his Family, in a Chair 
covered with Various Feathers, whofe Colours were diverfify’d 
with Defign and Proportion. He was a young Man of about 
25 Years of Age, of an agreeable Prefence. So foon as he a- 
lighted, fome of his Servants went before to fweep the Ground 

rs where 
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where he was to tread, putting back the People on each Side 
with much Civility ; Ceremonies, which, howfoever ridicu- 
lous, carried a Shew of Authority. Cortes went to receive him 
as far as the Door of his Apartment, having adorned himfelf 
as ufual on fuch Occafions ; and at his Approach, made a 
profound Reverence : Which the Prince returned, touching the 
Earth, and afterwards his Lips with his right Hand: He took 
his Place with a free eafy Air, and {poke with the Compofure 
of a Man, who knew howto look on Novelties without Sur- 
prize. The Subftance of his Difcourfe was, in proper Ex- 
preffions to welcome Cortes, and all the Captains of his Army , 
and to inform him of the amicable Difpolition with which the 
great Motezwma expected them, how much he defired to efta- 
blifh a firm Correfpondence and Friendfhip with the Puiffant » 
Eaftern Prince who fent him ; whofe Power he was obliged to 
acknowledge, for fome Reafons, which they fhould underftand 
from his own Mouth: And then, by Way of private Difcourle, 
entertain’d him (as the other Embaffadors had done before) 
with the Difficulties that oppos’d his coming to Mexico, pretend- 
ing that the People were much diftrefs'd by that Year's Barren- 
nefs all over the Country ; and telling him (as a Point that 
gave the King much Concern) how ill the Spaniards muft be 
accommodated, where the Inhabitants themfelves wanted ne- 
ceflary Subfiftance. To this Cortes reply'd in that myfterious 
Manner, by which he conftantly maintain’d the Refpect and 
Awe he had imprinted on the People; That the King his Ma- 
fter, being a Monarch without Equal in the other World 
where the Sun rifes, had likewife fome Reafons of high 
Import to offer his Friendfhip to Motezwma, and commu- 
nicate feveral Affairs which eflentially regarded his Perfon and 
Dignity, and fuch as would not be undeferving of his Ac- 
knowledgment: And that for his own Part, he did witha 
moft particular Refpeét receive the Liberty he gave him, to 
deliver his Embafly, without being the leaft in Pain for the 
prefent Scarcity of the Country : That the Spamards required 
but little Nourifhmenc to fupport their Vigour, and were inu- 
red to fuffer, and even difpife thofe Inconveniencies and Fae 
tigues, which diftrefs’d Men of an inferiour Species. Cacu- 
matzin {aid no more to. divert his Refolution; but received 
fome {mall Jewels of an extraordinary Glafs, which Cortex pre- 
fented him, with abundance of Joy and Acknowledgment ; 
accompanying the Army as far as ‘Tezeuco, the Capital of his 
Dominion ; from whence he proceeded to Mexico, with the 
An{wer to his Embafly. | 

| 7 Tezeuco 
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Tezeuco was in thofe Days one of the greateft Cities of that 
Empire: Some fay ‘twas as big as Sevil, and others, that it 
vied with Mexico itfelf for Grandeur, and pretended (not with- 
out Reafon) to be fuperior to it in Point of Antiquity. The 
principal Front of the Buildings was extended on the Border of 
a {pacious Lake, in a delightful Scituation, where the Caufey of 
Mexico began : And by that Cortes purfued his March, without 
{topping at Tezeuco; for his Intention wasto advance to Iztacpa- 
lapa three Leagues forward ; frem whence he could with Eafe the 
next Day enter Mexico in good Time. Inthis Partthe Caufey was 
about twenty Foot broad, made of Stone and Lime, with fome 
Works on the Surface : In the Middle of the Way upon the fame 
Caufey, there was another own of about two thoufand Houfes, 
called Quitlavaca ; and becaufe it was founded inthe Waters, they 
called ic Venuzuela, or little Venice. The Cacique went out with a 
sreatRetinue to receiveCortes, and defired he would honour hisCity 
that Night with his Prefence ; this he did fo earneftly, and with 
{uch an Appearance of Affection, that Cortes judged it neceflary to 
yield to his Entreaties, for fear of difobliging him : Befides 
that he found his Stay would be of Advantage in order to the 
making his Obfervations, more particularly with regard to 
any Difficulties, which might happen in his Way; for he was 
jealous of their breaking the Cauley, or taking away the Bridges 
to obftruct his March. From this Place he difcovered the largeft 
Part of the Lake, and various Towns andCaufeys ; the Towers 


_ adorn’d by Pinacles, feemed to fwim upon the Waters, with 
_ Trees and Gardens out of their proper Element ; befides a 
— Multitude of Indians, who were approaching in their Canoes to 
behold the Spaniards : And much greater was the Number of 
 thofe, whofhewed themfelves on the Battlements of the Houfes, 


and in the moft diftant Galleries ; a Sight extremely beautiful, 


and a Novelty furprizing beyond Imagination. 


The Army was fufficiently accommodated in thefe Quarters ; 


_ for here the People entertained their Guefts with Civility, and 
_ a cheerful Afpeét ; and their Politenefs was a Proof that they 


livid in-the. Neighbourhood of Motezwma’s Court : Bue the 


Cacique was not able to refrain from manifefting the little Af- 
fection-he bore,that, Emperor, and the fame Defire with the 
yeft,.to free himfelf from the intolerable Yoke of his Govern- 
_ ment: For.he incouraged the Soldiers:to the Enterprize, which 
he-reprefented as very .eafy; and.told the Interpreters | (as 


_.defiring thac|all fhould know ic) that the Caufey from thence 
to. Mexico,,was, more capaciousyand better, then what they had 


pafled; that.they had nothing to apprehend on the Way, 
O 


nor 
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nor from the Towns on both Sides ; that the City of Iztacpa- 
lapa (thro’ which they were to pafs) was peaceably inclind, and 
had Orders to receive, and entertain the Spaniards as Friends : 
And notwithftanding the Lord of that City was a Relation 
of Motezuma's, they had no Occafion for Fear on that Score ; 
for the Prodigies from Heaven, the Anfwers of his Oracles, and 
the Accounts he had received of the Spanifh Army's Exploits, 
had render'd him humble and difpirited ; for which Reafon they 
would find him defirous of Peace, and rather difpofed to ful- 
fer, than provoke. The Cacique {poke Truth, but with fome 
mixture of Paffion, and Flattery : And tho’ Cortes was fenfible 
of that Defeét in his Difcourle, yet he publifhed and enlarged 
it among the Soldiers ; and it muft be confefled it came in Sea- 
fon, that thofe who were not over forward in the Purfuit of this 
Enterprize, might not be difcouraged at the great Variety of 
wonderful Objeéts, which they had in View, from whence they 
might form Apprehenfions of the Grandeur of that Court, and 
the formidable Power of the King : But the Cacique’s Intel- 
ligence, with the Reflections they made on Motezuma'ss Per- 
plexity, and his want of Spirit, had fuch an Effect at this June 
cture, that all the Soldiers were tranf{ported with Joy where 
they found Caufe of Aftonifhment ; and their Hopes of Succels 
were rais d in Proportion to their Admiration of what they faw, 


Ge ALP. ox. 


The Army marches to \ztacpalapa ; they make a 
Difpofition for their Entry ito Mexico. A De- 
JScription of the Pomp im which MoTEZUMA 
went to recetve the Spaniards. 


ZOO 


zy HE next Morning, a little after Break of Day, they 
PAN formed themfelves upon the fame Cauley, as well as 
ho a : : ; 

we) Ee it would allow, being in that Part wide enough for 
~~ Eight Horfes to march in Front, The Army confift- _ 
ed then of about Four Hundred and Fifty Spaniards, and Six 
Thoufand Indians, Tlafcallans, Zempoallans, and other Confederates. 
They continued their March (without any remarkable Adven- 
ture) to the City of Iztacpalapa, where they intended to Halt; a 
Place far exceeding the reft, in the Height of its Towers and 
3 Man- 
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Manner of Building: The City confifted of near Ten Thoufand 
Houfes, of two and three Story high, Pare of which were buile 
_ upon the Lake, and ftretched along the Shore, in a delicious 
and fruitful Soil. The Lord of this Place went out with a 
| numerous Train to receive the Army; and was affifted on this 
| Occafion by the Princes of Magi/catzimgo and Cuyoacan, which 
_ were Towns bordering upon the fame Lake: They brought 
their three feparate Prefents of various Fruits, Fowls, and other 
| Provifions, with fome Pieces of Gold, worth near Two Thou- 
- {and Pefo’s: They prefented themfelves together,and made them- 
| felves known, by telling each his Name and Dignity, relying 
_ on the different Value of their Prefents, toexplain what could not 
_ be fo well apprehended from their Difcourfe. The Entry of 
the Spaniards into this City was welcom’d with loud Acclama- 
tions of the People, whofe unruly Joy, on that Occafion, aflur’d 
the moft jealous Spirits of their Sincerity : The Lodging of the 
Spaniards was prepared in the Prince’s own Palace, where they 
were all under Cover; the reft in the Courts and Porches 
were fufficiently accommodated for one Night, which they had 
Reafon to pafs without any Apprehenfion of Danger. The 
Palace was large, and well built, with diftiné Apartments both 
above and below; among which were many Chambers, whofe 
— Roofs were flat, and of Cedar, and not without Furniture; forfome 
j had Cotton Hangings, of various coloured Painting, well pro- 
'portiond. There were in [ztacpalapa many Fountains of {weet 
and wholfome Water, convey’d by feveral Aqueduéts from 
neighbouring Mountains, thro’ a great Number of Gardens, 
large and well cultivated: Among which there was one far 
| more {pacious and beautiful than the reft, which the Cacique 
had for his own Diverfion: To this he carryed Cortes that Even- 
ing, with fome of his Captains, and Soldiers ; as defirous to 
omit nothing that might entertain his Guefts, and at the fame 
Time gratify his own Pride and Vanity. There he had Fruit- 
Trees difpofed into very large Walks, leaving Room for {mal- 
ler Plants, and a Parterre with Divifions made of Canes in- 
terwoven, and covered with odoriferous Herbs ; befides feveral 
Squares cultivated with great Induftry, and adorned with Va- 
riety of Flowers : In the Middle of the Garden was a Pond of 
- frefh Water, encompals'd with a Wall of quadrangular Form, 
| made of Stoneand Lime, with Stairs on all Sides to the Bottom : 
Ie was fo large, that each Side contained Four Hundred:Paces ; 
_and here Fifh of the niceft Relifh were bred, and feveral Sorts 
of Water-Fowl reforted hither, fome known in Europe, and o- 
thers of beautiful Figure, and extraordinary Feathers: A aa 
| | we 
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well worthy of a Prince, and which belonging to a Vaflal of 
Motezwma’s, afforded an Idea of the greater Magnificence of his 
Sovereign. The Night pafled very quietly, and the People 
returned with Pleafure, and a frank open Behaviour to the 
Entertainment of the Spaniards; but it was obferved, they {poke 
here after another Manner concerning the Affairs of Motexuma, 
than the reft of his Subjeéts: For they all praifed his Govern. 
ment, and extolled his Grandeur; whether the Honour the 
Cacique had of belonging to him, had imprinted that Idea on 
their Minds, or that they were intimidated by the Neighbour- 
hood of the Tyrant. 

They had two Leagues of Cauley from hence to Mexico, 
and took the Morning before them: For Cortes was defirous 
to make his Entry, and pay hisCompliments to Motexuma, and 
to have fome Part of the Day left to reconnoitre and fortify his 
Quarters. He continued his March in the accuftomed Order, 
and leaving on the one Side the City of Magi/catzingo, {cituate on 
the Water, and on the other, that of Cuyocan, upon the Caufey, 
befides a great many ‘Towns, which they faw at a Diftance up- 
on the Lake; they difcovered as they drew fomewhat nearer 
(and not without Admiration) the great City of Mexico, cleva- 
ted to a vaft Degree above all the reft, and carrying an Air of 
Dominion in the Pride of her Buildings. They had marched 
little lefs than half way, when they were met by more then Fout 
Thoufand Nobles and Officers of the City, who came to receive 
them ; and whofe Compliments delayed their March a con- 
fiderable Time, tho’ they only paid their Obeyfance, and then 
advanc’d before the Troops towards Mexico. Inthe March, a 
little before the City, was a Bulwark of Stone, with two {mall 
Caftles on the fides, which took up all the Caufey; the Gates 
opened on another Part of the Cauley, terminated by a Draw- 
Bridge, which defended the Entrance of the City witha fecond 
Fortification. : 

As foon as the Nobles who accompanied them had paf- 
fed to the other fide of the Bridge, they made a Lane for the 
Army to march, falling back on each Side; and then there ap- 
peared a very large and fpacious Street, with great Houfes uni- 
formly buile; the Windows and Battlements were full of Spe- 
étators, but the Street entirely empty. And they informed 
Cortes, thatit was foorder’d, becaufe Motezuma refolv'd to receive 
him in Perfon, in order to diftinguifh him by a particular Mark 
of Favour’: A little after which Cortes faw the firft Troop ofthe 
Royal Retinue, which confifted of abour Two Hundred Noble- 
men of Motexuma’s Family, cloathedin one Livery, with great 
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Plumes of Feathers, alike in Fafhion and Colour. They ‘came 
in two Files, with remarkable Silence and Compofure; bare- 
footed, without lifting their Eyes from the Ground, in Manner 
_ of aProceffion. So foon as they approached the Spaniards, they 
_ fell back on each Side, in the fame Order with the reft; and then 
there appeared a far off, a larger Company, better drefled; and 
of greater Dignity; in the midft of which was Motezwma, car= 
| ried upon the Shoulders of his Favourites, in a Chair of burs 
nifh'd Gold, which glittered thro’ the various Works of ‘Fea 
_ thers, placed in handfome Proportion about it; the nice Di- 
{tribution of which in fome meafure feemed to outvie the Cott 
of the Metal. Four Perfons of great Diftinction followed his 
Chair, holding over him a Canopy, made of interwoven green 
Feathers, fo put together, that they form’da kind of Web, with 
fome Ornaments of Silver: A little before him went three 
Officers, with golden Rods in their Hands, which they lifted 
upon high from Time to Time, as a Signal of the King’s 
Approach ; that all might proftrate themfelves before him, and 
not prefume to look up, which was an Irreverence punifhed 
as Sacrilege. Cortes difmounted before he came up ‘with him, 
and Motezuma at the fame Time alighted from his Chair : Some 
Indians went before {preading Carpets, that his Feet might not 
touch the Ground, which in their Opinion was unworthy of 
the Honour. He came forward to the Ceremony with a flow 
folemn Pace; leaning with hisHands on the Arms of the Prin- 
ces of Iztacpalapa and Tezeuco, his Coufins, and advanced fome 
Steps to receive Cortes. He was of a good Prefence, about Forty 
Years of Age, of a middle Stature, and a Conftitution rather 
delicate than ftrong; his Nofe was aquiline, and he had a 
_ fairer Complexion than the generality of the Indians; his Hair 
came juft below his Ears, his Eyes were lively, his Look ma- 
jeftick and thoughtful. For his Apparel, he wore a Mantle of 
the fineft Cotton, tyed carelefsly on his Shoulders, covering the 
sreatelt Part of his Body, with the End trailing on the Ground, 
_ adorned with different Jewels of Gold, Pearls, and Precious 
Stones, in fuch Number that they feemed rather a Weight than 
an Ornament. His Crown was a Mitre of light Gold, ending 
- ina Point before; the hinder Part was made rounder: On his 
Feet he wore Shoes of hammered Gold, whofe Straps, ftudded 
_ with the fame, bound them to his Feet, and came round part 
of his Leg, like the Roman military Sandals, Cortes advane’d 
with all becoming Haite, and made a profound Reverence; 
which Motezuma an{wered, by laying his Hand uponthe Ground, 
and raifing it afterwards to his Lips: A new and unheard of 
at P Condefcenfion 
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Condefcenfion among thofe Princes, but -much more, fo in 
Motexuma, who would fearcely bend his Neck to his Gods, 
and affected an Excefs of Pride, which it may be he knew not 
how to diftinguifh it from Majeity. Thefe Demonftrations of 
Refpect, and his going out in Perfon to receive Cortes, occa- 
fion'd great Admiration among the Indians, and added to their 
Efteem of the Spaniards ; for they could not be perfwaded, but 
that the King had well confidered what he did, fubmitting 
their own Reafon to his, with an implicit Refignation. Cortes 
had put upon his Coat of Maile, a Chain of Glafs, curioufly 
fer together, in imitation of Diamonds and Emeralds, which 
he had referved as a Prefene for the firft Audience ; and being 
clofe to Motezwma, he put it on his Shoulder : But the two Prin- 
ces who fupported him, would have ftopped Cortes, with fome 
Concern letting him underftand, that it was not lawful to 
approach fo near the Perfon of the King : But he reprimanded 
them, and was fo well pleafed with the Prefent, that he placed 
it among his Jewels, asa Thing of ineftimable Value ; and to 
return his Acknowledgment in a Manner remarkably gene- 
rous, while the reft of the Officers came up to be prefented, he 
ordered a Collar to be brought, the richeft Piece he had among 
his Jewels; it was of Crimfon Shells, extremely valued in that 
Country, fet together with fuch Art, that at every one of them 
hung four Crabs of Gold, very much to the Life; and he him- 
felf put it on Cortess Neck; a Favour which occafioned a fe- 
cond Wonder among the Mexicans. The Speech of Cortes was 
fhort, and fitted to the Occafion : Motexuma s Anf{wer was like- 
wife in few Words, difcreet and decent: He immediately com- 
manded one of the two Princes who went by his Side, to con- 
duét and accompany Hernan Cortes to his Lodging ; and lean- 
ing on the other, went to his Chair, and returned to his Palace 
with the fame Pomp and Gravity. 

The Entry of the Spaniards into Mexico was on the Eighth of 
Nov. in the Year 1519. theDay of the four Crowned Martyrs. The 
Lodging provided for them was one of the Royal Houfes, buile 
by Axayaca the Father of Motexwma: In Largenefs it vied with — 
the principal Palaces of Emperors, and had the Appearance of a 
Fortrefs, thick Stone Walls, and fome Towers upon the Flanks, 
which made the Defence of it eafy: It contained all the Ar- 
my, and the firft Care of Cortes was to view every Part of it 
for the better Diftribution of his Guards, and Lodgment of his 
Artillery, and to fecure his Quarters: Some Chambers defigned 
for the {uperior Officers were furnifh’d with Cotton Hangings 
of various Colours, which was the chief Part of their Manu- 
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facture, more or lefs fine: The Chairs were of Wood, all of 
one Piece : The Bedfteads had Curtains like Pavilions ; but 
the Bottoms of the Beds were of Palm-Mats, and the Bolfters 
of the fame rolled up. The greateft Princes there had no bet- 
cer Beds, neither did thePeople much confule their Eafe; for living 
according to the Rules of ‘Nature; they were content with wha: 
was neceflary > And we know not whether Ignorance of Super- 
fluiry in thofe Barbarians may not be efteem’d a Happinels. 


CHAP. XI. 


Morezuma comes the fame Day in the Evening to 
vifit Cortes at his Lodging; the Speech he 
made before he heard the Embaffy : And the Au- 
Swer of CorTEs. 


SM pes L was but lictle paft Mid-day when. the Spaniards en- 
ayy RG ter’d the Houle appointed for their Lodging, where 
#6) they found a fplendid Banquet prepard for Cortes, 
~~ and the Captains of his Army ; and great Abundance 
of Provifions lefs delicate for the Soldiers, with many Indian 
Servants, who fervd them with Meat and Drink, in profound 
Silence and exaé& Order.. In the Evening came Motezuma with 
the fame Pomp and Attendance as before, to vifit Cortes ; of 
which being advertis’d, he went out to receive him in the 
principal Square of the Houfe, with all the Refpe& due for 
{uch a Favour. He accompanied him as far'as the Door of his 
Appartment, where he made him a profound Reverence: Mote= 
zuma palsd by him, and took his Seat with an Air of Negli- 
gence and Majefty : He prefently commanded a Chair to be 
brought for Cortes ; and made a Signal to the Cavaliers who 
attended him, to retire to the Wall. Cortes did the fame to his 
Officers: The Interpreters came, and when Cortes was pre- 
paring to begin his Speech, Motezuma ftop’d him, and fignified, 
that he had fomewhat to fay before he gave him Audience ; 
and Authors report, that he {poke in the following Manner. 


Motexuma’s 
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Motezumas Difcourfe to Hernan Cortes. 


Efore you deliver the Embafly of the Great Prince who 
‘ fent you, illuftrious Captain, and valiant Stranger, 
both You and I. muft pafs by, and bury: in Oblivion, 
what Fame hath publifhed of our Perfons and. Conduét, a- 
bufing our Ears with idle Rumours, which prepoflefsus againft 

Truth, and render her obfcure bythe Impreffions of Flat- 
tery, or Reptoach. In fome Places you have been informed, 
That I am one of the immortal Gods ; my Power and my 
Perfon, are exalted to the Heavens : In others they tell you, 
that the Bufinefs of Fortune isto enrich me, that the Walls and 
Coverings of my Palace are all Gold, and that the Earth 
groans beneath the Weight of my Treafure: You have heard; 
that lama Tyrant, Cruel, and Proud ; abhorring Juftice, and 
a Stranger to Mercy ; but both the one and the other have 
equally imposd upon you by their Exaggerations : And 
that you may not imagine me a God, but be fenfible of the 
Folly of thofe who fuppofe me to be fo, this Part of my 
Body (faid he, uncovering his Arm) will undeceive you ; 
and prove that you talk to a Mortal, of the fame Species 
with the reft of Men ; but more noble, and more powerful. 
My Riches, I deny not, are great ; but the Account of my 
Vaflals. makes them much greater than they are. This 
Houfe, wherein’ you lodge, is one of my Palaces : Behold 
the Walls made of Stone and Lime, ordinary Materials, 
which owe their Value to Art: Now from both thefe Ac- 
counts, imagine how likely it is that my Tyrannies have been 
magnified. in the fame Manner. Sufpend your Judgment 
at leaft, till you enter into my Reafons ; and lay no Strefs 
on the Accufations brought againft me by my rebellious Sub- 
jects, ull you have firft inform’d your felt, whetherthat which 
they call Oppreffion be not Chaftifement ; and if they can 
cenfure my Severity without having deferv’d it. 

* After the fame Manner have we received Information of 
your Nature and Actions: Some have told me, you are 
Gods; that the wild Beafts obey you; that you grafp the 
Thunder in yonr Hands, and command the Elements : 
Others have reported that you are wicked, revengeful, proud, 
Slaves to your Vices, and tranfported with an infatiable 
Thirft of the Gold which our Country produces. But now 
I fee you are of the fame Compofition and Form with the 
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reft of Men; tho’ you are diftinguifhed from us by fome 
Accidents, which the Difference of Countries occafions among 
Mortals. Thefe Beafts which obey you, I find are large 
Deer, which you have tamed, and bred up in fuch imperfect 
Knowledge, as may be attain’d to by the Inftin& of 
Animals, Your Arms, which reflemble Lightening, I 
conceive to be Barrels of unknown Metal; whofe Effect 
like that of our Sarbacans, proceeds from Air comprets‘d, 
which ftrives for a Vent, and forces its Way thro’ all 
Impediments: The Fire, which your Barrels difcharge 
with greater Noife, is fome Secret more than natural of 
that Science, which our Magicians underftand. For the 
re{t, which has been related of your Proceedings, | find like- 
wife, according to the Obfervation of my Embafladors and 
Servants, that you are Courteous, and Religious; that your 
Refentments are founded on Reafon: Hardfhips you bear 
chearfully ; and among your other Virtues, difcover Libera- 
lity, which rarely accompanies a covetous Mind. So that we 
muft on both Sides forget all paft Reports, and be thankful 
to our Eyes for undeceiving our [maginations : Which taking for 
eranted, | would have you underftand, before you begin 
your Difcourfe, that we are not ignorant, or ftand in need of 
your Perfuafions, to believe, that the Great Prince you obey; 
is defcended from our ancient Quezalcoal, Lord of the Seven 
Caves of the Navatlaques, and lawful King of thole Seven Na- 
tions, which gave Beginning to the Mexican Empire. By 
one of his Prophecies, which we reverence as an infallible 
Truth, and by a Tradition of many Ages, preferved in our 
Annals, we know, that he departed from thele Countries to 
conquer new Regions in the Ea/?; leaving a Promile, that 
in Procefs of Time, his Defcendants fhould return to model 
our Laws, and amend our Government. And, becaule the 
Marks you carry agree with this Prophecy, and the Prince of 
the Ea/t, who fends you, manifefts in your very Actions, the 
Greatnefs of fo illuftrious a Progenitor; we have already de- 
termined, that all Things fhall be done for his Honour, 
to the utmoft of our Abilicy; of which Ihave thought fit to 
advertife you, that without any Conftraint you may declare 
what you have to propole, andatcribute to fo noble a Caule, this 


“ Excefs of my Goodnefs.. Motezuma in this manner ended the 
Difcourfe, which he had calculated to prepofiefs the Spa- 
niards with an Opinion of his Integrity, and which he de- 


liver'd in a Style of Majefty: The Subftance of it gave 
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fufficient Ground to Cortes (without difputing the Illufions which 
he found fo univerfally eftablifh’d in the Minds of the Indians) 
to an{wer in thefe or the like Terms. | 
SIR 
: Frer rendering Thanks for the extream Goodnefs with 
A ‘which you condefcend to hearken to our Embafly, 
and the fuperiour Knowledge which you employ in our Fa- 
vour, by contemning (to our great Advantage) the Mifre- 
prefencations of common Fame, I muft likewife acquaint 
“ you, that your Embaffadors have been received by us with 
“that Refpect and Veneration which is agreeable to your 
“ Greatnefs. Much we have heard concerning you in thefe 
‘ Countries, under your own Dominion ; fome vilifying your 
‘ Actions, others placing you among the Gods: But this Way 
of enlarging is prejudicial co the Truth ; for as the Voice of 
‘ Man is the Trumpet of Fame, fo is it influenc’d by his Paf- 
fions ; and thefe either do not underftand Things as they 
‘ are, or do not relate them as they are underftood. The Spa- 
‘ niards, Sir, have that penetrating View, which difcovers the 
‘ different Colours of Difcourfe, and in them the Deceit of the 
‘ Heart. We have given no Credit either to your Rebels, or 
‘ Flatterers: We are come into your Prefence, with certain Af- 
* furance of your being a great Prince, and a Friend to Reafon, 
without any neceflity of being convined by our Senfes that 
* you are mortal. We Spaniards alfo are Mortal, but more Va- 
liant, and of greater Underftanding than your Vaflals, born in 
a Climate of more powerfulInfluences than yours : The Beafts 
which obey us, are not like your Deer, but of a Kind more 
fierce and generous ; Brutesinclined to War, and which know 
‘ how to afpire with a fort of Ambition, to the Glory of their 
‘ Matters. Our Fire-Arms arethe Effect of humane Induftry, 
‘ without owing any Part of their Production to the Skill 
‘ of Magicians ; a Science abominable among us, and 
‘ more contemned, than Ignorance itfelf. I thought it my 
Duty to eftablifhthefe Principles, chat I might the better com- 
ply with the Commands you have laid upon me. I am now 
to acquaint you, with all due Reverence to your Majetty, 
‘ that I come as Embaflador from the moft powerful Mo- 
‘ narch the Sun fhines on from his firft Rifing : He defires to 
be your Friend, and Confederate, not by Virtue of thofe 
ancient Rights, which you have declared, nor for any other 
| © Reafon, 
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© Reafon, than to open a Communication between che two 
* Monarchies, that by this Means he may have the Plea- 
© fure to free you from your Errors. And tho’ he might (ac- 
cording to the Tradition of your own Hiftories) pretend to 
be more abfolute in thefe Dominions, he only defires to make 
ufe of his Authority, to gain your Credit of Things entirely 
to your own Advantage; and to inform you, Sir, and you 
Mexicans, who hear me, that you live in Error, with Regard to 
the Religion you profefs; adoring infenfible Pieces of Wood, | 
the Work of your own Hands and Fancies : Forafmuch as 
there is but one true God, the eternal Caufe of all Things, with- 
out Beginning or Ending ; whofe infinite Power created out of 
Nothing the wonderful Fabrick of the Heavens,the Sunwhich 
enlightens us, the Earth which fuftains us, and the firft 
Man from whom we all proceed, and whom we are 
therefore all under equal Obligation to acknowledge and 
adore. “This very Obligation is imprinted in your Souls, 
of whofe Immortality you are not ignorant; but which 
neverthelefs you debafe and deftroy, by paying Adoration to 
Devils, unclean Spirits, Creatures of the fame God, who for 
Ingratitude and Rebellion are caft into Subterranean Fires, of 
which you have fome imperfeét Image in your Volcanos. 
Thefe, who thro’ their Envy.and Wickednefs, are mortal Ene- 
mies to Mankind, endeavour your Perdition, by caufing 
themfelves to be adored in your abominable Idols : Theirs 
is the Voice you fometimes hear in the Anfwers of your Ora- 
cles; theirs the Ilufions which impofe on your Reafon the 
Errors of Imagination, I am fenfible,, Sir, chat fuch high 
Mifteries are not to be explain’d at this prefent Junéture : 
But the King, whofe ancient Superiority you acknowledge, 
exhorts you to hear me on this Subject with ‘an unprejudiced 
Mind, that you may tafte of that Repofe which your Spiric 
will find in’ Truth, and be fenfible how often you have 
refifted natural Reafon, which has.afforded you Light fuff- 
cient to difcover your Errors. This is the firlt Thing which 
the King my Mafter defires of your Majefty, and the chief 
Propofal I have to make to you, as the moft effectual Means 
to eftablifh by a lafting Amity the Confederacy of both 
Crowns on the folid Foundation of Religion, which uniting 
us in Principles, may introduce and fix a voluntary Friend- 
{hip in our Minds.’ ‘Thus did Hernan Cortes endeavour to 
maintain, in Motezwma’s Belief, the Reputation of his Forces, 
without departing from the Truth ; making a dext’rous Ule of 
the Original they had beftowd on his King ; and not contra- 
dicing 
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dicting what they imagin’d, that he might give the greater Au- 
thority to his Embafly. But Motezuma heard the Point of Re- 
ligion without any Mark of Conviction ; continuing fuperftiti- 
oufly obftinate in his Pagan Errors: And rifing from his Seat, 
‘I doaccept, (faid he) with all Acknowledgment, the Conte- 
‘ deracy and Friendfhip you propofe from the great Defcen- 
“ dant of Quezaleoal; but all Gods are good, and yours may be 
‘ what you fay, without Offence to mine. Repofe your felves 
_© now, you are in your own Houfe, where you fhall be fervd 
‘ with allthe Regard that is due to your Valour, and to the 
‘ great Prince who fends you. He then immediately gave 
Orders for fome Indians attending without to enter, and before 
he went away, prefented Hernan Cortes with feveral Pieces of 
Gold, a Quantity of Cotton Cloaths, and feveral Curiofities of 
Feathers ; 2 confiderable Gift both for the Value and Fafhion: 
He diftribured at the fame Time fome Jewels and Things of 
the like Kind among the Spaniards, who were prefent, without 
feeming to think he laid them under any Obligation, and do- 
ing all with a cheerful Generofiry : He regarded Cortes and his 
Soldiers with a fort of Satisfaction, in which one might perceive, 
the Difquiet he had lain under before; in the fame manner as 
a Man fhews how far his Fears have prevail’d over him, by the 
Joy he difcovers in being deliverd from them. 


GEPetAG PS a Re: 


Cortes wvifitts MorezumMa in his Palace ; the 
Greatuefs and Furniture of it are defcribed: An 
Account of what paffed in that Conference, and 
in others which they had afterwards upon the Sub- 

"geet of Relzgzon. 


RA HE following Day Hernan Cortes defired an Audience, 

AY, which was granted with fuch readinefs, that the fame 
ye Perlons who were to accompany him, returned with 

> the Anfwer: Thefe were particularly appointed to 
attend Embaffadors, as Mafters of the Ceremonies of that 
Country. The General put on a gay Habit, without quitting 
his Arms (for he had a mind to be introduced in his Military 
Drefs) 


SEEN 
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Drefs) and carried with him the Captains: Pedro de Alvarada, 
Gonzalo de Sandoval, Juan Velafquez, de Leon, and Diego de Ordaz, 
with fix or feven favourice Soldiers ; among. whom was 
Bernal Diaz, del Caftillo, who had already began to make Ob- 
fervations, in order to compile a Hiftory. 2 

The Streets were all filled with an innumerable. Concourfe 
of People, who crowded to behold the Spaniards, but yet with- 
out hindering their Paflage; and among their Compliments 
and Acclamations, the Word Teule was often  diftinguifhed, 
which in their Language fignifies a God : A Word, the Impor- 
tance whereof was underftoad ; and which had no ill Sound 
in the Ears of thofe who founded part of their Courage on the 
Refpeé that was paid them. = 

At aconfiderable Diftance appeared the Palace of Motezuma, 
which fufficiently fhewed the great Magnificence of their Kings : 
The Pile was fo very. large, that ic opened with Thirty Gates, 
to as many different Streets : The principal Front took up one 


whole Side of a very {pacious Parade, and wasof Jafper, black, 


red, and white, well polifhed and skilfully placed: Over the 
Gate, in a large Shield, were feen the Arms of Motexuma, a 
Griffin, half Eagle, and half Lion, with the Wings extended 
for Flight, anda Tyger in his Talons. Some maintain, thavthis 
Griffin was an Eagle, becaufe there were no Griffins in that 
Country, as if there were Reafon to believey: that other Parts 
of the World produc’d them ; whereas Naturalifts place them 
inthe Number of fabulous Birds ; and we fhall rather choofe 
to fuppofe thefe fort of Monfters, the Production of: Fancy, by 
a Liberty allowed to Poets and Painters. As they approached 
the principal Gate, the Officers of Motezwma, who accompanied 
Cortes, walked up to one Side of it; and then retiring with, a 
Shew of fome Myftery in their Motions, formed.a Senti-circle, 
that they might enter the Gate by two and two ::This Ceres 


‘mony argued Refpect; for they thought it an Irreverence to 


enter the Royal Palace ina Crowd; and by their ftepping back, 
they fhowed how much they feared to tread fo facred a Place. 
After having pafled three Squares, built and adorn‘d in the fame 
manner as the Front of the Palace, they came to Motezuma’s Ap- 


partment, where they equally admired. the Largenefs of the 


Rooms, and the Furniture: The Floors were covered with 


Mats of different Work; the Walls with Hangings of Cotton 


Cloth, and Furrs of Rabits interwoven ; and the innermoft 


~ Room with Hangings of Feathers, both the one and the other 


beautified with lively Colours and various Figures. The Roofs 


were of Cyprefs, Cedar, and other odoriferous Woods, with 


R different 
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different Foliages and Relievos ; and in this Building it was 
remarkable, that without having found the Ufe of Nails, they 
form’d large Ceilings, fixing the Timber-Work and Planks in 
fuch manner, as to make them fuftain one another. In each 
of thefe {pacious Rooms, there was a great Number of Officers 
of different Rank, who kept the Entrance according to their 
Quality and Office: And at the Door of the Anti-Chamber 
waited the Nobility and Magiftrates, who received Cortes with 
much Civility; but made him ftop tillthey had raken off theie 
Shoes, and the coftly Cloaths with which they were adorned, 
and put on others of lefs Finery : For it was thought a great 
Indecency among thefe People, to appear in their richeft Ha- 
bits before the King. Thefe Fafhions were obferved by the 
Spaniards. All they faw appeared new to them; the Greatnefs 
_ of the Palace, the Ceremonies, the Attendance, and even the 
profound Silence of fo numerous a Train of Domefticks, con- 
currd to imprint a Refpea&. Motezwma was ftanding with all 
his Enfigns of Royalty about him, and advanced fome: Steps 
to receive Cortes; who approaching with a low Bow, he laid his 
Arms upon his Shoulders, and faluted the reft of the Spaniards who 
waited on him with an obliging Look: Then feating himfelf, 
he commanded Cortes co fit, and all thofe who came with him, 
without fuffering any Reply. The Vific was long, and the 
Converfation familiar, The Emperor asked Cortes feveral Que- 
{tions concerning the Nature and Politics of the Ea/tern Coun- 
tries : Sometimes approving what he thought right ; and let- 
ting him fee, that where he doubred he knew how to fupport his 
Objections by proper Arguments. Then he touched upon the 
Dependancy and Obligations ofthe Mexicans to the Defcendant of 
their firft King: And expreffed his particular Satisfaction, that che 
Prophecy concerning the Strangers, who had been promifed to 
his Anceftors fo many Ages paft, was compleated in his Time: 
And if he {poke not with Sincerity, he underftood very well how 
to hide his Thoughts. And tho’ this was a Norion, vain andde- 
fpicable in its Original and Circumftances, yet it was of great 
Importance to the Spaniards upon this Occafion ; for by the help 
of it they found the Way open for their Entrance. And thus, 
many times from Things trivial in their Beginning, proceed 
Conlequences of the greateft Importance. Then Hernan Cortes 
dextroully led him to the Topic of Religion; enlarging 
(among other Things he told him of his Country) upon the 
Rites and Cuftoms of the Chriftians, to the end that the Wices 
and Abominations of his Idolatry sight appear the more de- 
teftable by fuch a Contraft.. »He made ufe of thisOpportunity,to 
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exclaim againft Sacrifices of humarie Blood, and to thew how 
horrible and contrary to Nature it was, to eat the Men they 
facrificed: A brutifh Cuftom prevailing in this Court, propor- 
tionably to the vaft Number of Sacrifices which agerayvated 
the Crime of thefe infamous Repatfts ! 

This Conference was not alrogether ufelefs, for Motezuma 
yielding in fome degree to the Force of Reafon, banifhed from 
his Table all Difhes of Humane Flefh , but did not dare all at 
once to forbid his Subjeéts the ufe of it: Nor was he convinced 
as to the Point of Sacrifices ; Saying, It sas no Cruelty to offer to 
his Gods, ‘Prifoners of War, already condemn’d to dye ; nor did he think 
it regfonable to extend the Denomination of Neighbour to our very 
Enemies. He gave but {mall Hopes of his Converfion ; tho’ 
Flernan Cortes, and Father ®artholomé de Olmedo, endeavoured 
feveral Times to lead him into the Way of Truth. He had 
Capacity enough to comprehend fome Advantages of the Ca- 
tholick Religion, and not entirely to overlook the Abufes of 
his own ; but he prefently returned to his old Theme, That 
his Gods were good in that Country, as the Chriftian God was in theirs : 
And he was obliged to put a Force on himfelf to conceal his 
Anger, when the Argument was prefs\d too hard againft him. 
He was much difturbed within himlelf at thefe Conferences ; 
for on the one hand he endeavour’d to oblige the Spaniards, by 
a Complaifance which hardly became his Dignity ; and on 
the other was prefsd by a neceflary Affe€tation of Religion, 
which had acquired, and, as he believed, preferv'd his Crown : 
This made him apprehend the Contempt of his Vaflals, in 
cafe they fhould find him lefs zealous than formerly for 
the Worlhip of his Gods: A miferable Policy, and propex 
to Tyrants; to command with Pride, and refle@ with a 
flavith Fear ! | 

He made fuch an Oftentation of his Obftinacy, that in 
very few Days, as he took Hernan Cortes and Father Bartholo- 
me, with fome Captains and particular Soldiers along with 
him, to fee the Grandeur of his Court, he refolv’d, upon a 
Principle of Vanity, to fhew them the greater Magnificence 
of his Temples. He commanded them to ftop a little at che 
Entrance, and went forward himfelf to confult the Prielts, 
whether it were lawful for him to bring into the Prefence of 
his. Gods, thofe who refus'd to adore them? It was concluded, 
that they might enter; but that he fhould firft admonith 
them, to behave themfelyes with Refpedt: And two or three 
of the moft ancient Priefts went out with the Permiflion and 
the Requeft. Immediately all the Gates of this {pacious pe 

2 ~- JIGS 


68 The Hiftory of theConquest Boox I. 


fice were opened ; and Motezuma took upon himfelf co ex- 
plain all the fecret Places of Worfhip, the Ufe of the Vef- 
fels, and other Inftruments and Images of the Temple, with 
fo much Ceremony and Reverence, that the Spaniards could 
not refrain from Laughter, which he did not feem to take No- 
tice of; but turned and looked upon them, as defiring to keep 
them within Bounds. Here Hernan Cortes {uffering himfelf to 
be tranfported with the Zeal which burne within his Breaft, 
addrefled himfelf to Motezuma, and faid, Permit me, Sir, to fix 
the Crofs of Chrift before thefe Images of the Devil, and you fhall fee 
whether they deferve Adoration or Contempt. At the hearing of 
this Propofition, the Priefts grew enraged, and Motexwma found 
himfelf in the greateft Confufion and Perplexity ; wanting 
Patience to bear it, and Refolution to fhew his Difpleafure: 
But recolle@ting himfelf, and endeavouring to hide his Refent- 
ments ; You might at leaft ({aid he to the Spaniards) have fhewed 
this Place the Refpeét you owe to my Perfon. On which he imme- 
diately went out of the Temple, that they might do the fame; 
but ftop’d on the Threfhold, and added, with fomewhat more 
of Calmnefs, You may. return to your Houfe, my Friends, for I fhall 
remain here to ask Pardon of my Gods, for having Juffered you to pro- 
ceed thus far. \n this Manner he difengag’d himfelf from the 
Perplexity he was in, with few Words, but worthy of Regard; 
as informing them of his Refolution, and how hard a Task he 
found itto command his ‘Temper. 

From this, and other Experiments of the fame Kind, Cortes 
took a Refolution (with the Advice of Father Bartholome de 
Olmedo, and: the Licentiate Fuan Diaz) not to talk any more 
thenon the Subjeé& of Religion, which only feemed to provoke 
and: harden the Heart of Motexuma; but at the fame Time, 
they obtained his Leave, to worfhip God in Public ; and he him- 
felffent his Mafter-Builders to erect a Chapel at hisown Expence, 
according to the Direction of Cortes. So much did he defire to 
be left in the quiet Poffeffion of his Errors! ‘The Spaniards pre- 
fently cleared one of the principal Rooms of the Palace : 
they white-wafh’d it, and raifed an Altar ; and in the Front, 
upon Steps richly adorned, they placed the Image of our Lady, 
and fixing a large Crofs near the Gate, formed a very decent 
Chappel, where they celebrared Mafs every Day, and recited 
their Rofary, with other Acts of Piety and Devotion: Motezwma 
with ‘his Princes and Minifters were often prefent ; and praifed 
the Humanity of the Chriftian Sacrifice, without difcovering 
the Barbarity and Abomination of their own. A People blind, 
and fuperftitious, who tho’ fenfible of their Errors, yet fuffered 
‘Cuftom to get the better of their Reafon ! ~ But 
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But before we relate what happened to the Spaniards in this 
Court, ‘tis proper to give a Defcription of Mexico, the Mag- 
nificence of its Buildings, its Form of Government and Policy, 
and make fome other Obfervations requifice for the right con- 
ceiving and underftanding the Events themfelves. For cho’ 
fuch Defcriptions interrupt the Narration, they are neceflary 
to the Hiftory, as not being foreign to the Argument, nor 
having any of thofe Blemifhes which make a Digreffion 
vicious. 


Caria Ar. 4. XL 


A Defcription of the City of Mexico ; the Tem 


peratene/s of zts Climate; its Scituation ; the Mar- 
ket of ‘Vlatelulco, and the great Temple dedicated 
to the God of War. 


SLRS, HE great City of Mexico, which was anciently known 
¥ by the Name of Tenuchtitlan, or fome other of a like 
Sound (a Queftion canvas’d by Authors to very licele 

~ Purpofe) at this Time contained Sixty thoufand Fa- 
milies, and was divided into two Parts; of which one was called 


| Tiatelulco, the Habitation of the meaner Sort of People : The 


other Mexico, the Refidence of the Court and Nobility, and 
which therefore gave its Name to the whole. 

Ic was fcituated in a fpacious Plain, furrounded with 
very high Rocks and Mountains; by whofe Streams and 
Rivulets, rowling into the Valley, were formed feveral Lakes, 
and two of a larger Size in the deepeft Part, where the 
Mexicans had above fifty Towns, This little Sea was about 
thirty Leagues in Circumference: And the two Lakes which 
compofed it, had a Communication thro’ a Wall of Stone which 
divided them; fome Openings being left, with Wooden Bridges 
over them, and Sluices on each Side to fupply the lower Lake, 
when there was Occafion to make good the want of Water in 
one with the Redundance of the other. The uppermoft was 
clear {weet Water, where they had fome forts of Fifh, of very 
agreeable Tafte: The lower Lake was fale like the Sea; not 
that the Rivulets that fed it were of different Quality, but it 
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proceeded from the natural Quality of the Soil which .receivd 
them, and which in chis Part is fat and nitrous, but very ufe- 
ful for the making of Salt, all along the Borders of the Lake, 
where the Sun purified and refined the Scum that was left by 
the beating of the Waves. 

In the middle almoft of this falt Water Lake ftood the City 

of Mexico, in 19 Deg. and 13.Min. North Lat. within the 
Torrid Zone, by the ancient Philofophers imagined uninhabi- 
table, which may inftru€@ us by Experience, how little we 
can rely on humane Wifdom when the Reafonings of the 
Underftanding are not fupported by the Evidence of the 
Senfes. The Climate was mild and healthy, with feafonable 
Viciffitudes of Heat and Cold: And the Moifture, which 

might have provd unwholfome by the natural Scituation of 
the Place, was corrected by the Favour of the Winds, and quae 
lified by the Benefit of the Sun. 

This great City had moft beautiful Profpeéts in the midft 
of the Waters, and was joyned.to the Land by its Dykes, or 
principal Caufeys ; a f{umptuous Work, of nolefs Ornament than 
Ufe : One was to the South two Leagues long (by which the 
Spaniards made their Entrance) another one League long, look- 
ing tothe North, and the Third fomewhat lefs, to the Weff. 
The Streets were all large and ftraight, as if they were drawn 
by a Line: Some were of Water, with Bridges, forthe Commu- 
nication of the Inhabitants: Others were of Earth alone, 
raisd by Art; and others again were compos'd of Earth and 
| Water, the Earth on each Side for the People to pafs on Foot, 
and Canals in the Middle for the Canoes and Barks of different 
| Bulk, which ferved for Commerce, and other Conveniencies 
| about the City, and the Number whereof was almoft incredi- 
ble: Some faid above Fifty thoufand, without counting lit- 
| tle Veflels, which were called Acales, made of the Trunk of a 
Tree, and capable of holding but one Man. 
| The publick Buildings and Houfes of the Nobility, which 
| made up the greateft Part of the City, were of Stone, and well 
built : The Houfes of the common Sort, low, and unequal; 
but both the one and the other fo laid out, that they formed 
f 


feveral Parades, where they expofed their Merchandize. | 
Among the reft, that of Tlatelulco was of prodigious Ex- 
| tent and Refort, on the account of its Fairs, held there fome 
certain Days of the Year, and frequented by all the Merchants 
and Traders of the whole Kingdom, with their moft valuable 
Fruits and Manufactures: And they flock’d hither in fuch 
mighty Numbers, that tho’ this Square was (according to ee”, 
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de Herera) one of the largeft in the World, ic was ne» 
verthelefs filled wich Tents, placed in Ranks, and fo near to- 
gether, that there was fcarce Room left for the Buyers to pafs. 
_ All knew their Pofts, and fecured their Shops with portable 
Frames, covered with courfe Cotton Cloth, which were Proof 
both againft the Sun and Rain. The Spanifh Writers make 
no End of refle&ting on the Order, Variety, and Riches of 
thofe Fairs : There were Rows of Silverfmiths, who fold Jewels, 
and Chains of extraordinary Fafhion; feveral Figures of Beafts, 
in Gold and Silver, wrought with fo much Art, as rais’d the 
Wonder of our Artificers: And particularly, fome Skillets 
| with moving Handles that were fo caft, and other Pieces of 
| the fame Kind, with Moldings and Relievos, without any 
| Signs of a Hammer or Graver. There were alfo Rows of 
Painters, with fine Figures and Landskips made of Feathers, 
fo curioufly placed, as to give both Colour and Life to the 
Piece ; and in this Kind there were extraordinary Proofs, both 
of the Patience and Skill of the Workman. ‘They brought to 
this Fair all the different Sorts of Cloths made throughout this 
vaft Empire, of Cotton and Rabit Furr, which the Women of 
this Country (Enemies to Idlenefs) {pun extremely fine, be- 
ing very dextrous in this Manufacture. They had Drinking- 
Cups exquifitely made of the fineft Earth, different in Colour; 
and even in Smell: And of this Kind they had all Sorts of 
Veffels neceflary, either for the Service or Ornament of a 
Houle: For they us’d no Veffels either of Silver or Gold, 
which were only feen at the Royal Table, and that on ex- 
traordinary Days. This Fair likewife afforded in the fame Or- 
der and Plenty, all Sorts of Fruit, Flefh, and Fifh; and in a 
Word every Thing which could contribute to the Pleafures 
or fupply the Neceffities of Life. | 
The Way of Buying and Selling was by bartering one 
Thing for another : And every one parted with what he had 
too much of, for what he wanted; and Maiz or Coco, ferved as 
Money for Things of {mall Value. They did not know what 
belonged to Weight; but’'they had different Meafures, with 
which they diftinguifhed Quantity : And they had their Num- 
bers and Characters, by which they adjufted the Prices of 
Goods, according to the Taxes laid upon them. ei 
They had a Houle appointed for the Judges of Commerce, 
| before whofe Tribunal were decided all Differences between the 
Merchants: There were other inferior Officers who went a- 
bout the Fair, to prevent Frauds in Contraéts ; and made their 
Report to the principal Tribunal, of all Itregularities of 
| that 
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that Sort, which defervd any kind of Punifhment. The Spa- 


niards were amazed (and with Reafon) upon the firft Sight of 
this Fair, at its Abundance, and Variety, with the good Order, 
and Peace that was preferv'd in fo vaft a Multitude. A Spectacle 
worthy of Admiration; as it difcoyered at one View, the Gran- 
deur and good Government of this Empire. aa 

The Temples (if it be lawful to give them that Name) 
raifed their ftately Heads above the reft of their Buildings: 
And the largeft where the chief of thofe unclean Priefts refided, 
was dedicated to the Idol Miztzlipuztli, which fignified the God 
of War, and was held to be the fupreme of all their Deities : 
By the Supremacy ofthis God, it may be judged, how much they 
efteem’d the Military Art. The Spanifh Soldiers called this Idol, 
Hiuchilobos by a corrupt Pronunciation : And fo Bernal Diaz del 
Caftillo writes it ; making the fame Slip with his Pen, as they 
did with their Tongues. Our Authors very much vary in 
the Defcription of this magnificent Edifice. Antonio de Flerrera 
follows too clofely Francifco Lopex, de Gomara: ‘Thofe who faw 
it at this Time had other Things to mind; and the reft drew 
the Plan of it according to their Fancies. We fhall follow Fa- 
ther Fofeph de Acofta, and other Authors, who were more exact 
and better inform’d. 

The firft Pare of the Building was a great Square, with a 
Wall of hewn Stone, wrought on the outfide with various Knots 
of Serpents inter-twifted, which gave a Horror to the Portico, 
and were not improperly plac’d there. At a little Diftance 
from the principal Gate was a Place of Worfhip, not lels terrible: 
It was built of Stone with thirty Steps of the fame, which went 
up to the Top, where was a kind of long flat Roof, anda 
great many Trunks of well grown Trees, fixed in it, in a Row, 
with Holes bored in them at equal Diftances ; and thro’ which, 
from one Tree to another, paffed feveral Bars run thro’ the 
Heads of Men who had been facrificed; of whofe Number 
(which cannot be repeated without Horrour) the Prielts of the 
Temple took exact Account, placing others in the Room of 
thofe which had been wafted by Time. A lamentable Trophy, 
in which the Enemy of Mankind difplay’d his Rancour; and 
which thefe Barbarians always had in View, without the leaft 
Remorfe ! For Inhumanity put on the Mask of Devotion, and 
Cuftom had render’d Death in all its Terrors familiar to 
their Eyes. 

The four Sides of the Square had as many Gates opening to 
the four Winds. Over each of thefe Gates were four Statues 
of Stone, which feemed to point the Way, as if they were de- 
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firous to fend back fuch as ‘apptoach’d with an ill ,Difpoficion 
of Mind. Thefe were prefumd to be Threfhold-Gods, becaufe 
they had fome Reverences paid them at the Entrance. Clofe 
to the Infide of the Wall, were the Habications of the Priefts, 
and of thole who, under them, attended the Service of the Tem- 
ple, with fome Offices, which all together took up the whole Cir- 
cumference, without retrenching fo much from that vatt Square, 
but that Eight or Ten Thoufand Perfons had fufficient Room 
to dance in upon their folemn Feftivals. 

In the Centre of this Square ftood a Pile of Stone, which in 
the open Air exalted its lofty Head, overlooking all the Towers 
of the City, gradually diminifhing till ic formd a half Pyra- 
mid; Three of its Sides were {mooth, the Fourth had Stairs 
wrought in the Stone; a fumptuous Building, and extremely 
well proportioned : It was fo high that the Stair-Cafe contain’d 
a Hundred and Twenty ‘Steps, and of fo large a Compafs, 
that on the Top ic terminated in a Flat, Forty Foot {quare : 
The Pavement was beautifully laid with. Jafper, Stones of all 
Colours: The Rails which went’ round in, nature of a Balu- 
ftrade, were of Serpentine Form, and both Sides cover'd with 
Stones refembling Jett; plac’d in good Order, and join’d with 
white and red Cement, which was a very great Ornament .to 
the BuildingslA evi auodsi 15/4 319! Be. 

Upon thestwo Sides of the Rails, where the Stairs ended, 
were two Marble Statues;:which fupported, ina Manner which 
admirably well exprefs’d ithe ftraining of the,'Arms; Fwo 
huge Candlefticks of an extraordinary Make... A-little farther 
‘was a greenStone, Five Spans high fromthe Ground, which.ter- 
minated in an Angle, and: whereon:they extended.on his Back 
the miferable Victim they were about to Sacrifice,.and,open d 
his Breaft to take out his Heart. Above this Stone, fronting 
the Stair-Cafe, ftood a Chappel of excellent Workmanfhip and 
Materials, cover'd with a Roof of precious Timber. Here 
the Idol was plac’d on a high Altar, behind Curtains: It was 
of Humane Figure, fitting in a Chair which had fome Refem- 
blance of a Throne, fuftain’d by a blue Globe, which they 
call’d Heaven, from the Sides whereof came four Rods, with 
their Ends refembling the Heads of Serpents, which the Priefts 
placd upon their Shoulders when they expos'd their Idol to 
publick View. It had on its Head a Helm compos’d of 
Plumes of various Colours, in Form of a Bird, with a Bill 
and Creft of burnifl’d Gold: Its Countenance was fevere 

and-horrible, and ftill more deform’d with Two blue Bands, 
which bound its Forehead and its Nofe. In the right Hand 
T It 
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it held a curling Serpent,» which ferv’d for a Staff, and in 
the Left Four Arrows, which they venerated asa Prefent from 
Heaven ; and a Shield with Five white Plumes placd in the 
Form of a Crofs: And concerning thefe Ornaments,  thefe 
Enfigns and Colours, they related many remarkable Extrava- 
gances, with a Serioufnefs deferving to be pitied. 

On the left Hand of this Chappel was another of the fame 
Make and Bignefs, with an Idol called Tlaloch, in every Refpect 
refembling his Companion. They were efteem’d Brothers, 
and Friends to fuch a Degree, that they divided between 
them the Patronage of War, equal in Power, and unanimous 
in Inclination : For which Reafon they addrefs'd them both 
with the fame Prayers, the fame Sacrifices, and the {ame 
Thank{givings. : 

The Ornaments of both Chappels were of ineftimable 
Value; the Walls were hung, and the Altars coverd with Jew- 
els and Precious Stones, placd on Feathers of various Colours: 
And they had Eight Temples in the City of almoft the fame 
Architecture, and of equal Wealth Thofe of a: {maller Size 
amounted to Two Thoufand, and were dedicated to as. many 
Idols, of different Names, Forms, and Attributes. T here was. 
{carce a Street without its Tutelar Deity ; nor was there any 
Calamity incident to Nature without its Altar, to which 
they might have Recourfe for a Remedy. In'as Word, their 
Gods were deriv’d from their Fears; nor did! they reflect 
how they leffen’d the Power of fome, by what they: .at- 
tributed to others.. Thus did the Devil continually enlarge: his 
Dominion, and’ exercife a moft. deplorable Fyranny: over 
Rational Creatures, in the Pofleffion of which he remain d for 
fo many Ages, by thevincomprehenfible Permultion of the 
moft High. 189H. 2a MRI cor aid 
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Of the different Pleafure-Houfes which Morrz.v MA 
had for his Recreation: His Armories, Gardens, 
and Country Retirements: with other remarkable 
Buildings, both within and without the City. 


Cy 2 ESIDES the principal Palace, before defcrib’d, where 

Se Motezxuma kept his Court, and where,as we have already 
@> oblerv d, the Spaniards were entertain’d, this Emperor 
” had feveral Houfes of Pleafure which adorn‘d the City, 
and difplay’d his Grandeur. In one of them, a magnificent Stru= 
cture, with great Galleries, fupported by Pillars of Jaiper, he had all 


forts of Birds which New-Spain produc’d of any Value, either 


for their Feathers, or Singing ; in which Diverfity there were 
fome very extraordinary, and till then unknown to Europeans, 
The Sea-Fowl were preferv’d in Sale Water Pools, and thofe 
which were bred in Riversand Lakes, in others of Frefh Water. 
It is faid they had Birds of Five or Six Colours, which they 
ftripp’d of their Feathers in the proper Seafon, letting them 
live, that their Owners might again reap the Advantage of the 


_ new, ones when grown... Thefe were a Merchandize of great 


“Value among the Mexicans ; for they work’d them in their 


Cloaths, in Pictures, and. in all their Ornaments. Thefe Birds 
were in fuch Numbers, and the Care of preferving them wasfo 


_ great, that ic gave Employment to above Three Hundred Men; 
_ skilful in the Knowledge of their Difeafes, and: oblig'd to fup- 
ply them with, fuch Food. as they usd to eat when: they were 
at Liberty. | onvE! 


At a little Diftance from this Houfe, Motezuma had another 
of greater Extent and Variety, with Apartments ‘capable? of 


receiving -himfelf.and his whole Court.’ ‘There his Huntfmen 


refided, and: there the Birds of Prey were eps’; fomein Cages, 
neat and well made ; and thefe were only to pleafe the Eye: He 


had others on) Perches, that were obedient tothe Jefles,\ and 
tam’d, for the, Diverfion; of ~Hawking, for which. Spore they! 
have: Birds of.|an excellent Kind in--that Country,: like out! 
Hawks) and no. way inferior ro them for their -Docility im rez: 
turning to their Lure, or for the Vigour with which they 
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foufe upon their Prey. Among their Birds in Cages were 
fome fo extremely’ fierce and large, that they appeared to be 
Monfters; and particularly the Royal Eagles, of an extraor- 
dinary Size, and prodigious Voracity. An Author reports, 
that one of thefe Eagles would devour a Sheep at a Meal: 
He is oblig’d to me, that I do not vouch him by Name 
for a Story which in my. Opinion he fwallow‘d with too 
lictle Difficulty. a 

In che fecond Square of the fame Houfe were the Wild Beafts, 
which were cither Prefents to Motezuma, or taken by his Hun- 
ters, in very ftrong Cages of Timber, rang’d in good Order 
and under Cover: Lions, Tygers, Bears, and all others of 
the favage Kind which New-Spain producd; among which, 
the greateft Rarity was the Mexican Bull; a wonderful Com- 
pofition of divers Animals: It has crooked Shoulders, with 
a Bunch on its Back like a Camel ; its Flanks dry, its Vail 
large, and its Neck coverd with Hair like a Lion: It is cloven 
footed, its Head armed like that of a Bull, which it refembles 
in Fiercenefs, with no lefs Strength and Agility. This Amphi- 
theatre feem’d to the Spaniards worthy of a great Prince; it 
being a Cuftom eftablifhd from all Antiquity, by the Number 
of Wild Beafts any Prince had in his Poffeffion, to make an 
Eftimate of the Grandeur of the Poffeffor. . ut 

In another Part of this Palace, fay fome of our Spanifh Writers, 
they daily fed a horrible Multitude of venomousAnimals, preferv d 
in different Veflels and Caverns, as Vipers, Rattle-Snakes, Scorpi- 
ons, and even Crocodiles; But they add, that the Spaniards were 
not Eye-Witnefles of this poifonous Article of Magnificence, but 
only faw the Places where thefe Creatures were reported to be 
bred which is fufficient Reafon for me to regard this Part of 
the ‘Story as:improbable ;» believing rather, that it had no other 
Foundation than the Opinion of the Indians, and that this was 
a Sort of a’Bugbear, invented by the Vulgar, to reprefenc the 
favage Difpofition of a Tyrant; particularly, when he is obey'd 
by ‘Conftraint;.and cannot be mention’d without Fear. © 

Over the Place where the Beafts were kept, was a very large 
Apartment for the Refidence of Buftoons, and other Vermin 
of the Court, who ferv’d for the Diverfion of the King: Even 
Monfters had a Place in this Set of Men; fuch as Dwarfs, 
Crooked, or Hump-back’d, and other Errors of Nature: Every 
Kind had their feparate Habitations, and Mafters apart to in- 
ftruct them; and Perfons employ’d to provide their Meals 
and co attend them: And they were fo punaually ferv’d, that’ 
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fome Fathers, among the. poorer Sort, would dishigure their 
Children for the fake of, ‘thar Conveniency, their Deformiry 
being a fufficient Recommendation to introduce them. 

Nor was the Grandeur, of Motezuma lefs con{picuous in Two 
Houles, for his;Atms; one. where they .were made, and the 
other, where they, were laid up in Store. In the firft, the {e- 
veral Matters liv’'d. and .work’d, diftributed into different 
Shops, ‘according,;to. their’ Employments : In one Part they 
made the Sticks tor the Arrows; in another they worked Flint 
Stones for the Points: ‘And.all Sorts of Arms, offenfive and 


| defenfive, had Workmen, and diftin@ Shops, with Overfeers, 


who kept Account, according to their Manner, of the Quan- 
tity and Price of the Arms. The other Houfe, which made 


a better, Appearance, ferv’d for a Magazine to hold the Arms 


that were finifh'd'; every Kind apart: And from thence they 


were given out to the Armies, and Frontier Towns, as Occa- 


~ fion requird. In the higheft Parc they. plac’d the Arms be- 


longing to the King, which ..were hung round the Walls in ex- 


ders “till they w 


— Martial Prince, and made an honourable Difcover 
his Opulency as of his Genius. 


cellent, Order: On one Side. the Bows, Arrows, and Quivers, . 
with various embofs‘d Work. of Gold. and precious Stones: 
On another, Two-Handed. Swords, and others of extraor- 
dinary Wood, with flint Edges, and moft: curious and 
coftly Handles. In another Place the Darts; and miflive 
Weapons were fo well rang’d and fo neatly kept, not excepting 
even. the Slings, thatthe Exaétnefs of their Difpofition was admi- 
rable. There were Head-Pieces and Breaft-Pieces, plated overwith 


| curious Leaf-Work of Gold ; great Number of Quilted Jackets 


whichwere Arrow proof ; beautiful Inventions of Shields orBuck- 


] lers made of impenetrable Skins, which cover’d the whole Bo- 


dy, and which they carry’d roll’d up upon their Left Shoul- 

t ere ready to engage. The Spaniards greatly 
wonderd to behold fuch a prodigious Quantity of Arms, which 
appear d to be the Furniture not only of a Prince but of a 


y as well of 
To all thefe Houfes he had {pacious Gardens, moft nicely 


cultivated. He was no Admirer of Fruit-Trees nor Kitchin 
Plants. in his Gardens of Pleafure: For he ufed to fay, That 


fuch kind of Gardens were for the inferior Rank of Peo le ; 
it being his Opinion, That Princes fhould have Regard to their 


Pleafure without any Mixture of Profit. There was nothing 


to be feen but Flowers of delightful Variety and Fragrancy, 


with Medicinal Herbs, fet in Squares, and Summer-Houfes 
_ where he ufed co fup. He took a particular Care to tran{plane 
| 73 1 0 a into 
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into his Gardens all’ the ‘choice Simples that benign Climate 
produc’d, where the only Study of the Phyficians was to attain | 
to the Knowledge of their Names and Properties. They 
had Herbs for all Kinds of Pains and Infirmities ; and in the 
Juices and Application of thofe Herbs confifted all their Re- 
medies, and with which they effeéted furprizing Cures, having 
by long Experience found out their Virtues, which, without 
diftinguifhing the Caufe of the Diftemper, they apply’d to the 
Patient’s great Benefit and Recovery. | 

The King’ freely diftribured to all who had Occafion for 
them fuch of his Simples as were prefcrib’d by the Phyficians, 
or defir’d by the Sick ; and was wont to inquire if the Pa- 
tient had receiv’d any Benefit therefrom, either gratifying a 
fort of Vanity he had in the fuccefsful Operation of his Me- 
decines, or believing that he fulfill’d the Obligation of a Soe 
vereign, in taking {uch Care of the Health of his Vaflals. 

In all thefe Gardens and Pleafure-Houfes, he had many 
Fountains of {weet and wholefome Water, convey’d from the 
neighbouring Mountains by different Canals as far as the Cau- | 
feys, whence in cover’d Pipes it was introduc’d into the City, | 
for the Ufe whereof there were fome publick Fountains ; and | 
he permitted fome of the meaner Sort of the People, tho’ not | 
without paying a confiderable Tribute, to fell about the 
Streets what Water they brought from other Springs. The 
Conveniency of Fountains was very much increas’d in the 
Time of Motezuma; for the great Conduit, which conveys a 
Current of frefh Water to Mexico from the Mountain of Chapul- 
tepec, about a League diftant from the City, was a Work of © 
his; and by his Order and Contrivance a vaft Ciftern of Stone | 
was made for a Refervatory; raifing the fame to fuch a Height — 
as the Declivity for the Current requir’d : After this he gave 
Orders for a very thick Wall, with two open Canals made 
of Stone and Lime, of which one was always in Ufe, when- 
ever the other requir’d cleaning: A Building extremely ufe- 
ful ; and Motezuma valued himfelf fo much upon the Inven- 
tion, that he order’d his own Effigies and that of his Father, 
which bore a pretty near Refemblance to his, to be engrav'd 
on Two Stones, with an Ambition to perpetuate his Memory 
by fo fignal a Benefaétion done to the City. 

Amongft all the Works of Motexwma, what furpriz’d the 
Spaniards moft, was that call’d the Houfe of Sorrow, to which he 
was wont to retire on the Death of his Relations, or in Cale 
of any Calamity, or ill Succefs, which requir’d publick De- 
monftration of Grief. The Building infpit’d akind of Horror; 
et the 
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the Walls, Roofs, and Ornaments were all black, and had 
certain Slits‘in rhe Wall, or little Windows, which {carce gave 
any Light, or at leaft no more than was fufficient to difcover 
the Obfcurity. In this difmal Habitation he us’d to continue 
till the Time of Mourning was over, and often here the Devil 
appeard to him; whether it be that the Prince of Darknefs took 
Delight in this Abode ofHorror, or for the Sympathy there is be- 
tween that malignant Spirit and a melancholy‘Humour. - 
Without the City he had divers Country Retiremerits and 
Houfes of Pleafure, with many and large Fountains, which 
fupplied. the: Bagnios and Fithypontls. swith Water, ,and near 
them feveral Woods for different Kinds of Game: A. Diver- 
fion he frequently us’d, and underftood well, being very dex- 
t’rous at his Bow and Arrow ; and indeed Hunting was what 
principally delighted him, for he was accuftomed to go with 
his Nobles to a very fpacious and pleafant Park, fenc’d round 
with a Canal of Water, where they brought and inclos’d the 
Game of the neighbouring Mountains ; among which gene- 
rally came fome Lions and Tygers. He had a great Number 
of Men in Mexico and the Villages round about, whofe Bufi- 
nefs it was to go before, and by forming ‘a ‘great Ring and 
contracting it by Degrees, to drive the Game into the ap- 
pointed Place, not much unlike the Manner of our Huntimen. 
Thefe Mexican Indians were extremely bold and ative in 
purfuing and overcoming the fierceft Animals, and Motezwma 
took great Delight in beholding the Combats of his Hunti{- 
men with thofe Creatures, and fometirnes he would let fly an 
Arrow, which was always applauded as a very great Action. 
But he never quitted his Chair unlefs he was upon {ome com- 
modious Eminence, with good Store of Darts and Arrows by 
him for the Security of his Perfon ; not that he wanted per- 
fonal Courage, or was any Thing inferior in Strength or Dex- 
terity to the beft of his Subjects ; but becaufe he look’d upon 
thofe voluntary Hazards as unbecoming his Majefty, belie- 
ving, and not without a true Senfe of his own Dignity, thae 
no Dangers but thofe of War were worthy of a King, 
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An Account of the Pomp, Ceremony and Exattuefs 
with which Mote ZUMA was ferv'd in bis Pa- 
lace: Of the. Expences of bis Table, of his, Au 
diences and other Particulars relating to his Oecor 
nomy, and Diverfions. | choo ds atta 


rage e* GREEABLE to the Statelinels, Pride and Maght- 
Pa ficence of the Buildings, was the Oeconomy of his 
£% Houle, and the Apparel, wherewith he us’d to adorn 
his Perfon, for the better maintaining the Reverence 
and Dread of his Vaflals; to which he invented new and 
exceflive Ceremonies ; laying afide, as a Fault, the great Hu- 
manity and Indulgence with, which the Mezxican Kings were 
wont to treat their Subjects. He augmented, as we have faid 
in the Beginning of his Reign, the Number, Quality and 
Splendor of the Royal Family ; compofing ic wholly of the 
Nobilicy, of greater or leffer Diftinction, according to their 
feveral Employments : A Point which was at firft much op- 
pofed by his Council, who reprefented to him, That it was by 
no means proper to diffatisfy the Common People by intirely 
excluding them from his Service ; notwithftanding which, he 
executed what his Vanity fuggefted: And it was one of his 
Maxims, That Princes ought to favour at a Diftance thofe who 
either had no Senfe of a Benefit, or wanted the Power to return 
it; and that Plebeian Minds were not fit to enter into the Con- 
fidence of a Soveraign, 

He had Two Sorts of Guards, the One of Soldiers, fo nu- 
merous that they fill’d the Courts of the Palace, and were 
pofted in Bodies at the principal Gates: The other of Noble- 
men, introduc’d alfo in his Time, confifting of Two Hundred 
Men, of diftinguifh’d Quality, who were oblig’d to be every 
Day at the Palace, both to guard his Royal Perfon, and to 
make up the Number of his Courtiers, This Attendance of 
the Nobility was divided into Tours, and every Divifion had 
their fer Days for entring upon Duty; and the Difpofition 


was fuch, that it comprehended not only the Nobility of the 
j 3 City, 
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City, but of the whole Kingdom: And when it was their 
Turns, they came to Court to difcharge this Obligation from 
_ «the moft remote Parts of the Realm. Their Attendance was 
‘in the Anti-chambers, and they eat what was left at the King’s 
‘Table. He us’d to permit fome of them ‘to’enter into his 
Chamber, commanding them to be call’d, not fo much for a- 
ny particular Mark of his Favour to them as to be fatisfy’d if 
they attended, and to keep them all on their Duty. He valu’d 
Ahimfelf upon having introduc’d that kind of Guard, and 
_ -feem’d to have done it with Views of no ordinary Policy : For 
che us’d to tell his Minifters, chat it ferv’d to exercife the Obe- 
dience of the Nobility, and to keep them in a greater Depen= 
_ dency ; befides, it gave him an Opportunity of knowing his 
Subjects, and employing them ‘according to their feveral 
_ Capacities. | : 3 ae, 
~The Mexican Emperots marty’d with Daughters of other 
_ Kings their Tributaries: And Motezuma had "Two Wives of 
_ this Quality, who bore the Title of Queens, lodg’d in feparate 
_ Apartments with equal Splendor and Magnificence. ‘The 
~ Number of his Concubines was exorbitant and fcandalous': 
for we find it writcen that there were more than Three Thou- 
- fand' Women in the Palace, including the Servants ; and every 
_ Female of more than ordinary Beauty, that was to’be met with 
throughout his whole Dominions, was brought thither, in order 
to gratify his luftful Appetite; for his Minifters and Tax-ga- 
-therers forcd them from their Friends by Way of ‘Tribute, and 
 Vaffalage, treating the Debauchery of their Prince’as ‘a Point of 
| Importance to the State... 210 FP asog! iiging oc 3809 oon 
‘Thefe Women he, without any Difficulty, got ‘rid of) and 
provided for them in fuch Mannet that’ others might‘{upply his. 
Place. . They found Husbands among thofe of the belt Quality ;. 
for they left the Court very rich, andyin the commion Opinion; 
highly honour’d:) So far ‘was Chaftity and Decency from ‘be-. 


‘Ing counted Virtues in a Religion which did not’ only “per: 
mit, but even command the utmoft Violence to’ natural’ 
Reafon. He -affeéted :very ‘much to have his Concubines lead 
a retir'd Lifey:and keep.a ftriét’ Decorum in ‘his Houfe ;' and: 
for that Purpofe ‘he had: ancient Matrons;) who-' narrowly “ob-- 
Merv’d the Behaviour of his Miftreffes, without permitting’ the 

leaft, Indecency to be acted amongft them’; not that he fer any- 
Value upon Modeéfty, but becaufe Jealoufy was his’ predominance’ 
Paflion. And this Care «with which ‘he endeavout'd to’ main-: 
tain.a ftri& Decorum in his Family; (init felf fo'reaforiable‘and:: 
praile worthy) was:in him a Weaknels without any Wasriae? 
| 2uersd ap ai QO 
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of true Honour or Generofity, but purely the Effect of his 
other darling Paffion. | aries % } 

His Audiences were neither eafily obtain'd, mor very fre- 
quent, but they lafted long ; and upon thefe Occafions he ap- 
peard with great Splendor and Solemmity. The Great Men 
who had Admiffion into the Royal Apartment, aflifted at them, 


with Six or Seven Counfellors of State to advife him in Cafe 


any Point of Difficulty was ftarted. And there were feveral 
Secretaries, who marked in Charaéters, which ferv d them 
inftead of Letters, the Refolutions and Decrees, every one ac- 
cording to his refpeétive Employment. The Perfon who ob- 
tain’d Audience enter’d barefoot, and made three Reverences, 
without lifting his Eyes from the Ground: Saying at the farft, 
Lord! at the fecond, My Lord! and at the third, Great 
Lord! He fpoke in the moft humble and fubmiffive Terms, 
and retir’d in the fame Manner he advanc’d; repeating his Re- 
werences, never turning -his Back, and keeping his Eyes fix'd 
on. the Ground ; for there were certain Officers by who fevere- 
ly punifh’d the leaft Omifion, and Motexuma was extremely 
rigorous in exacting thofe Ceremonies: A Care by no means 
blameable im Princes, for therein ‘confifts one of thofe Preno- 
gatives which diftinguifh them from other Men 5. and:the Deli- 
cacies-of Royalty infufe into the Subject an awful Dread, ivery 
effential in its Effects. | He: liften’d «with Attention, andam- 
{wered with Severity, {feeming to proportion his Voice to his 
Look. If any, one was at a Lofs in: his Delivery, he emdea- 
vour'd to recover him, or order’d one of his Minifters to afaft 
him, that he might fpeak with more Affurance. And toduch 
a Man he would give a more favoutable Difpatch, as. fmding 
in that refpeétful Fear, a Sort of an agreeable Difcretion» which 
flatter’d his Vanity... He, valued himfelf, much for the Gentle- 
nefs and Humanity with which he fuffer’d the [mpertinencies of 
Petitioners, and. the unaccountable. Difference: ot their feveral 
Pretenfions:, Fhe Truth.is, upon’ thefe Occafions, he. endea- 
vourd to. correct the Impetuolicy, of his. Temper; but:at was 
not always that he could gain that Point: For the Violence he 
us'd. would often give Way to his matural Bent, and' indeed! 
Pride under.a Reftraint bue ill refembles Goodnefsa. ised 101 
He. eat alone, and very often in publick; butalways wich 
equal State and Solemnity. His Table was:ordinarily: cover'd’ 
with above Two Hundred Difhes, of different'Meats adapted tor 
his Palate, and fome.of -thofe fo,fayoury: andi :exquifitely: well” 
feafon’d, that they not-only pleas’d the! Spaniards then, but have 
fince.been imitated.iin Spans. for chexe’ isi novNationofo bars" 
) ee 
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| quors; which he’ call’d for as 
 perfum’d with the richeft Odours, ‘othéts mix’d with the Juices 
of falutiferous ‘Herbs, 
_ defs honeft Quality; 

_ made Ufe of thofe Wines, or rather mor 
| Beer, a Liquor which the Indians make 

boiling Water}. and which’ difturbs the Brain as much as the 
- ftrongeft’ bodied’) Wines: 

_ When the had done eating; 
date, »made 
-ftance of the:Nut beat up withthe 
more with Froth than with: Liquor; ) 
{moak Tobacco perfam’d with liquid Amber.’ And this vi- 
) cious Habit 


_ had 
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barous, buc that it can boalt of fome Ingenuity, and has fome 
Invention or other to gratify an inordinate Appetite. 

Before he fate down to Meat, he look’d over all the Dithes, 
to examine the different Dainties they contain’d, and having 


facisty'd the Gluttony of his Eyes, he made Choice of thofe 
which pleas'd him moft, and order'd the teft to -be divided 4- 
monglt the Nobles of his Guard. And this daily Profufion, 
was but a {mall Part of the ordinary Expencé of his Kitchen, 
for he kept Tables for all who liv’d ji his Palace, and for as 
many others as were oblig’d to refort thither, by Virtue of their 
Employments. _His Table wag large, but low, and he fate on 
a little Stool proportionable to the Table. The Cloths were 
of fine white Cotton, and the Napkins of the fame, nothing 
near fo broad as long. The Room where he éat was divided 
in the Middle by a Rail, which, without obftructing the Sight, 
kept the Crowd and his Domefticks at Diftance. — 
Within the Rails, and near the Table waited Three or Four 


ancient Servants, of thofe he moft favourd + And near the 
Rails, one of his principal Officers receiv’d 
_ were brought by abour Twenty Women magnificiently ap- 
_ parrel’d, who ferv'd his Meat and 

- fame) Reverence’. us’d to their Idols in the “Temples. The 
_ Dithes were of exceeding fine Earthen Ware, and were 
_ usd once, as were likewife’ the Table-Cloths, 
_ which were immediately divided amongft: the Servants. .He 
~ had Cups of Gold, and Salvers 
he drank ont: 
Jewels. 


the Difhes, which 
gave him the Cup, with che 


only 
and Napkins, 


of the fame ; and fometimes 
of Cocoas, ‘and natural Shells, very richly fee with 


_ They had continually ready at Hafid different Sorts of Lie 
he fancy’d ; fome were finely 


nor. did he ever want'Confeétions of a 
I mean Provocatives’ to Venery. ‘He 
¢ properly {peaking 
by infufing Maiz in 


Thefe he ‘drank with’ Moderation. 
he ufually took a Kind of Choco- 
afterthe Manner of the Country, that is the Sub- 
Mill “till the Cup was fill’d 
after which he us’d to 
\ pafs'd for a. Medecine with'the Indians, which withal 
fomewhat in it of Superftition ; for the Juice of chis Herb 


was 
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was one of the Ingredients with which the Priefts were work’d 
up into Madnefs and Fury, as often as they were oblig’d to pre- 
pare themfelves, by lofing their Underftanding, to receive the 
Devil’s Oracles. € 2 | - 
He. had generaly attending at his Table, Three or Four fe- 
le& Buffoons, who among that Sort-of Vermin, were moft re- 
markable for their Pranks; and thefe endeavour’d to divert 
him in a Manner agreeable to Perfons of their Character, who 
centre their whole Felicity in having the Faculty to make others 
langh ; but too often cover their Want of Refpec to their 
Company under Pretence of entertaining them. » Motezumaus’d 
to fay, That he fuffer’d them near his Perfon only becaufe they 
fometimes told him Truth: But he who feeks Truth among 
them difcoyers but little Relifh of ir, except he confounds it 
with Flattery. However this was a Sentence taken Notice of 
among the reft of his good Sayings: And jit is fo far remarka- 
ble, that even:a barbarous Prince was fenfible of his Fault in 
admitting them, fince he endeavour’d at a Reafon to: juftify 
his slo. domes « dou, yiagae e155 OMda | ! 
After fome little Repofe his Muficians were wontto come into 
divert him;and witha Sort of Flutesand Sea-Shells, notwithftand= 
ing the Difference.of their Sounds, they form’dea Kind of Con- 
cert. They {ung feveral Compofitions;in various Sorts of Metre, 
which tho’ unequal in their Meafures, had fomewhat like Cadence, 
varying the Tones, not without fome Method, into.a Mufick 
adapted to, their Ear. The, ordinaty Themes of the Songs 
were the Exploits of. their, Anceftors, and? the::memorable 
Actions of their Kings ; and thefe were {ung in their Temples, 
and the Children learn’d: them’, by Heart, to» preferve ‘the 
Atchievements of the Nation. from Oblivion, ‘thefe Songs 
ferving as a Hiftory to thofe who did not underftand the Piétures 
and Hieroglyphicks of their Annals.; They had likewife'their 
merry Songs us din Dances, and accompanied:with a ftrange 
confus’d Sort of Mufick. They were fo. much iaddiéted to'this. 
Kind of Diverfion, and other Speétacles. and Entertainments 
in which they. fucceeded very well, that they hadalmoft every 
Night publick Feftivals in fome Quarter or other of the City, 
as well.of the Nobility, as of the Common Peoples. and ‘now 
they were more frequent, and celebrated with greater Solemnity, 
to complement. the Spaniards 3 Motezuma himfelf not: only en- 
couraging, bur even affifting at them in, Perfon;! contrary to his’ 
accuftom’d Aufterity ; as being ambitious, thatcthefe idle Di-- 
verfions fhould, among. the reft of his;Oftentation, contribute’ 
to difplay his Grandeur, and the Magnificence of his a 
ee fl 
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The moft remarkable of their Sports was a Dance they call’d 
Mitotes, compos'd of a prodigious Multitude of People, fome of 
whom were moft gorgeoufly attir’d,and others difguis d under very 
extraordinary Figures. In this Dance the Nobles enter’d without 
any Diftinction, mingling with rhe meaner Sort, to honour that 
Feftival ; nor-were Examples wanting of their King’s having 
done the like. Their’ Mufick confifted of Two little Drums, 
made of a hollow Piece of Wood, different in Bignefs and 
Sound; Bafe and Treble, and not without fome Kind of Har- 
mony. They enter’d Twoand Two, and after certain Move- 
ments and -Figures they form d a Ring, all beating the-Earch 
at once with their Feet, and keeping Time with their Hands, 
without ever being out; and when one Chorus was tir’d, ano- 
ther fucceeded, with different Steps and Motions, like the Tripu- 
dia and Chorus celebrated by Antiquity ; and in Conclufion they 
mingled altogether with confus’d Shouts of Joy, until by drink- 
ing to each others Healths, they were intoxicated with their 
heady Liquor, in which they \indulg’d chem{elves ; for they 
thought it an Honour to drink plentifully upon that Occafion, 
and then the Feaft either was at an End, or converted to fome 
other more extravagant Folly. : 

At other Times the People affembled in the principal 
Squares, or in the Porches of their Temples, for che Diverfion 
of feveral Shews and Games. There were Challenges to fhoot 
ata Mark, or to give other Proofs of their furprizing Dexterity 
_ inmanaging the Bow and Arrow. ‘hey usdrunning at Races, 
and Wreftling for Wagers, and publick Rewards were likewife 
given to the Conqueror. Some of them, were extremely active, 
and would dance onthe Rope without a Pole ; and others again 
_ who would dance after a moft amazing Manner, with another 
of thefe Rope-dancers upon. their Shoulders. They play’d 
— likewife at Ball, divided into equal Numbers againft each o- 
_ ther, with a Kind of Bandy, which rais‘d very high the Ball, 
_ which now and then was a long while in the Air to and fro, 
“ull fome one of the Parties ftruck ‘it to the Mark and thereby 
_ carry’d the Prize, which was difputed with fo much Solemnity, 
that the Priefts; with a ridiculous Superftition, produc’d the God 
of the Ball, and placing him in Sight, conjur'd the, Pupper, 
with certain Ceremonies to correct the Hazards of the Play ac- 
cording to their fond Imagination, and to render Fortune im- 
_ partialto both Sides. There were very few Days in which 
_ they had not fome Sort or othersof thefe Diverfions in the City, 

_ and Motezwma was pleas’d with amufing the People in this Man- 
ner; not that he was fo very fond of thefe Paftimes himfelf, or 
| that 
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that he was ignorant of the Inconveniencies, which ought to 
be forgiven or overlook’d in a diforderly Multitude ; but he 
judg’d it neceflary to divert thofe curbulent, unquiet Spirits 
whofe Fidelity he fufpected.. A miferable Capitulation for a 
Tyrant to make with his Subjects, to indulge them in thofe 
Incitements to Vice that they may not reflect on their Mifery. 
But a much greater Slave, is that Tyrant, who has Recourfe to 
fuch Diforders that he may introduce Slavery under the- 
Mask of Liberty. 


An Account of MotEzuMa's immenfe Riches ; the 
Manner of his managing the Royal Revenues, and 
of his adminiftring “fuftice ; with other Particw- 
lars of the Mexican Government, both Crvil and 
Military. 


ftantly Two or! Three Armies in the Field, either to 
fubdue his rebellious Subjeéts, or cover his Frontiers; over and 
above all which; there remain’d a fufficient Fund for a moft 
plentiful Referve. Exceeding great Profit did the Crown re- 
ceive from the Mines of Gold and Silver, the Salt-Works, and 
other Rights eftablifh’d from Time immemorial; But the 
largeft Fund of the Royal Revenue, was from the Contributions 
of the Subjeét, which were moft exorbitantly increas’d in the 
Reign’ of Motexwma. All the Husbandmen of this vaft and 
populous Empire gave to the King one Third of the Produce 
of their Land and Stocks : The Tradefmen one Third of their 
Manufaétures, and the poor People were oblig’d to work for 
the Court without Wages, or to acknowledge their Vaflalage 
by fome other perfonal Service. 

Several Officers took their Circuits round the Kingdom, 
who, being aflifted by the ordinary Magiftrates, receiv d and 
remitted’the Tributes. Thefe Officers depended on the Tri- 
bunal of the Royal Revenue refiding in the Court, and were 


oblig’d to give an exact Account of the minuceft Matter ee 
their 
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their Diftriéts produc’; and the leaft Fraud or Neglect was 
punifhed with lofs of Life; from whence enfu’d abundance of 
Rigour in exacting the Dues of the Crown; for Favour or 
Compaffion in a Collector was deem’d a Crime of as heinous 
a Nature as Theft itfelf. 

Great were the Clamours of the People, nor was Motezwma 
ignorant of their Difcontent; but the Oppreffion of his Vaflals 
was one of the chief Maxims of his Government. And he 
would frequently fay, That he was no Stranger to their evil 
Difpofition, and was oblig'd to load them for his own Quiet; 
and'that he fhould not be able to govern them, if he fufferd 
them to grow rich; being ftill very ready at inventing Preten- 
_ ces and Colours which carry’d a Shew of Reafon. All the Towns 
near the City furnifh’d Men for the King’s Works, provided 
Fuel for the Royal Palace, or contributed otherways at the Ex- 
pence of their Communities. The Tribute of the Nobility 
_ was to guard the Emperor’s Perfon, or ferve. in his Armies 
with a certain number of their Vaflals; befides which, they 
were continually making him Prefents, which, tho’ he receivd 
them as Gifts, ic was ftill without quitting his Pretences to them 
as Dues. He had different Treafurers, according to the feve- 
ral Kinds of Contributions: And the Tribunal of the Crown 
_ Revenue, iffued out all that was neceflary for the Expence of 
_ the Royal Houfes, and Provifions of War, and took Care to 
_ make the beft Advantage of the Overplus, by reducing it into- 
fomething that would not decay, in order to preferve it in the 
- principal Treafury, and particularly into Ingots of Gold, whofe 
_ Value they well underftood and efteem’d, without fuffering the 
— Plenty of it to make it lefs valuable: On the contrary, the 
_ Great Men fought after it, and hoarded it, either for the Excel- 
 |ency and Beauty of the Metal, or becaufe it was defign’d by 
_ Deftiny rather co fatisfy the covetous Defires, than relieve the 
 Neceffities of Mankind. The Mexican Government difcover'd 
a remarkable Harmony between the Parts that compos’d it. 
_ Befides the Council of the Revenue, which took Care, as we 
have faid, of the Royal Patrimony, they had a Council of Ju- 
| ftice which receiv’d Appeals from inferior Tribunals; a Coun- 
} cil of War for the forming of Armies and Milicary Provifions ; 
anda Council of State, which was generally held in the Pre- 
_ fence of the King, and treated Matters of the greate{t Impor- 
_ tance, They likewife had a fufficient Number of Judges of 
_ Commerce, and other different Officers; as Provofts of the 
_ King’s Court, who went their Rounds about the City to take 
up Delinquents, Thefe Officers, as did likewife the Alguaziles, 


or 
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or Lieutenants, carry’d a Staff inetheir Hands as a Mark of | 
Diftin@ion, that their Office might be known. ‘They held 
their Tribunal in a certain Part of the Town, where they heard 
the Parties, and immediately determin’d the Caufe. . Their 
Judgments were fummary and verbal ; both Sides appear d with 
their Claims and Witnefles, and the Caufe was prefently de- 
cided, except ic happen’d to be a Cafe of Appeal to a fuperior 
Tribunal. They had no Written Laws, but were govern d 
according to the Inftitutions of their Anceftors ; Cuftom upon 
all Occafions fupplying the want of Laws, where the Pleafure 
of the Prince did mot interpofe to make Innovations. All thefe 
Councils were compos'd of Men experienced both in War and 
Peace; and the Council of State, which was fuperior to all the 
re(t, was form’d’of the Eleétors of the Empire, which was a 
Dignity conferr'd upon the ancient Princes of the Royal Blood: 
And when Matters of great Confequence were difcufsd, they 
fummon’d to the Council the Kings of Tezcuco and Tacuba, who 
were principal Eleétors, and had this Prerogative by Succeffion. 
The Four chief Counfellors always refided in the Palace, and 
attended near the King’s Perfon, to declare their Opinions when 
occafion offer'd, which Motezuma did, to give his Decrees the 
greater Authority among the People. 1 
Rewards and Punifhments were difpens'd with equal: Care. 
Murther, Theft, Adultery, or any light Difrefpeét towards the 
King, or their Religion, were Capital Crimes,. All other Mil- 
demeanours were eafily pardon’d ; for their very Religion itfelf 
difarm’d Juftice by tolerating Vice. Corruption in the Mini- 
fters was alfo punifh’d with Lofs of Life, and no Crime was 
look’d ‘upon*as'Venial in thofe who ferv’d in publick Em- 
ployments : This Cuftom Motexuma obferv’d with the utmoft 
Rigour, having’ People of {pecial Truft to examine into their 
Condua&, and even to offer them Bribes; and he who was 
found deficient in any Part of his Duty was infallibly punith’d 
with Death: A Severity worthy of a lefs barbarous Prince, and 
a better moral’d Common-wealth. However, it cannot be 
deny’d, but that the Mexicans had fome Moral Virtues, and 
particularly that they adminifter'd, with great Integrity, that 
Kind of Juftice with which they were acquainted, and which 
was fufficient to redrefs Injuries, and maintain Society among 
Fellow Citizens: For, notwithftanding their Abufes and Bea- 
ftialities, they preferv’d fome Knowledge of that primitive E- 
quity which Nature beftow’d on Men, when as yet they had 
no Laws, becaufe they were ignorant of Crimes. 
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Oné of the Hoft laudable Articlés' df cheir Policy was the 
Education of ‘Children, 2nd the great Application with which 
they examin’d and form’d their Inclinations. “They had pub- 
lick Schools for the Inftru€tion of the Plebeians, and Colleges, 
and other cotfiderablé Seminaries, well endow’d, where the 
Sons ‘of thé Nobiliry were educated from theit very Infancy, 
and where they continu’d till they were in 4 Capacity to make 
their Fortunes, or follow their Inclinations. They had their 
refpective Mafters for Infants, Children, and Youths, who had 
the Authority of the King’s Minifters, and were reputed as 
fuch ; and not without Reafon, as they took care of thofe Rus 
diments and Exercifes Which afterward fitted Men for the Ser- 
vice OF the Common-wealth. They taught them to decypher 
thofe Charatters and Figures of which they compos’d their 
Writings; and they fade chert learn by Heart theit hiftotical 
Songs which contain’d the Actions of their Anceftors, and the 
Praifes of their Gods. From hence they went to another Clafs, 


where they were taught Modefty, Civility, and even a gentile 


Behaviour, according to fome Authors. Thefe fecond Maftets, 
or Tutors, were of greater Reputation and Abilities than the 
firft; for ic lay upon thei to contend wich the Inclinations of 
Youth, which loves not to be correéted, hor to* have its Pafé 
fions broke. Being atriv’d to forme Degree of Knowledge, 
and brought up in this Sort of Subjection; they pafs'd on to the 
Third Clafs, whete they employ’d themfelves in more robuft 
Exercifes: They try’d their Strength in carrying Weights, and 
in Wreftling : They vied with each other in Leaping and Run+ 
ning: They were taught how to manage their Arms, ufe the 
Two-handed Sword, throw the Dart, ahd, with Force and Ex- 
actnefs, to fhoot the Aitow. Then they made them fuffet 
Hunger and Thirft, and refift the Inclemencies of the Weather, 
till they return’d to their Facher’s Houfes well inftruted and 
inurd to Hardfhips, to be engag’d, according to the Informa 
tion the Mafters gave of their Inclinations and Capacities, ei- 
ther inthe Employments of Peace, Wat, or Religion; Three 

Paths which Noblemen have to chufe, almoft equal in Repu- 

tation, tho’ that of War has the Precedence, as it raifes Men 

geen higher Degree of Honout. They. had alfo other Col- 

leges of Mattons dedicated to the Worfhip of their Gods, in 

which they bred young Women of Quality; where they were 


 plac'd from their Childhood under the Direction of thefe Wo- 


ervucT? 


every 
Océu- 
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Occupation {uitable to their Sex. The Sons of Nobles, at part- 
ing from thofe Seminaries, who were inclin’d to War, _palsd 
another Trial worthy of Confideration ; for their Fathers fene 
them to the Armies that they might become acquainted with 
the Hard{hips of a Campaign, and know what it was that they 
undertook before they enroll’d them{felves in the Service: And 
they usd to place them among the common Baggage-Men, 
with a Load of Provifion on their Shoulders, to mortify their 
Vanity, and toinure them to Fatigue, 

They admitted none to this Profeflion who changed Coun- 
tenance at the Sight of an Enemy, or who did not give fome 
Proofs of his Valour; fo that thefe Novices did great Service 
in the Time of their Probation: For every one was defirous to 
fignalize himfelf by fome particular Action, throwing himfelf 
headlong into the greateft Dangers; being perfuaded, chat in 
order to their being rank’d with valiant Men, fome Temerity 
was neceflary for laying the Foundation of Fame. 

In nothing did the Mexicans place their Felicity fo much, as 
in Military Exploits ; for their Kings regarded the Profeffion of 
War as the principal Foundation of their Power, and the Sub- 
jects, as a Virtue peculiar to their Nation: By that Plebeians 
rofe to the Degree of Nobles, and Nobles to the greateft Em- 
ployments of the Empire; which animated all to the Service, 
at leaft, all thofe afpird to Military Virtue who were born 
with Ambition, or had Spirit enough to pufh themfelves above 
others, Every Town hada regulated Militia, with certain Pri- 
vileges and Immunities which diftinguifh'd the Soldiers from 
the reft of the Inhabitants. Their Armies were form’d with 
Eafe, for the Princes of the Empire, and Caziques, or Govere 
nors of Provinces, were oblig’d to repair to the Place of Arms 
appointed them, with their Quota of Men: And it is efteem’d 
a mighty Inftance of the Grandeur of the Mexican Empire, that 
Motezuma had Thirty Vaflals, fo powerful, that each could bring 
into the Field)a, Hundred Thoufand armed Men. ‘They com- 
manded their refpective Armies in Perfon, under the Authority 
of a Captain-General, whofe Orders they obey d, as reprefent- 
ing the Perfon of the Emperor, when he was not himfelf in 
the Field, which rarely happen’d: For thofe Princes efteem’d it 
as a leffening of their Authority to be abfent from their Ar- 
mies, and thought it very impolitick to truft their Force in the 
Hands of another. 

Their Manner of Engaging was the fame which we have 
defcrib’d in the Battle of Tabafco; but their Troops were better 
difciplin’d, and the Soldiers more obedient:. They had. more 

| 2 | , Nobles 
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Nobles to head them, and greater Hopes of Reward, They 
quickly difcharg'd, their miffive Arms to make We of their 
Swords, and very often of their Hands; for it was reckon'da 
Greater Action to make a Captive, than to kill an Enemy; and 
he was accounted the braveft Man who brought moft Prifo- 
ners to the Sacrifice. The Military Employments were much 
elteemd, and well fupported; for Motexzuma rewarded with 
great Liberality thofe who diftinguifh’d themfelves in Battle, 
and had himfelf fo Martial a Genius, and was fo zealous for 
the Reputation of his Arms, that he invented honourable Re- 
wards for the Nobles who fervd in the Wars: inftituting, cer- 
tain Military Orders, with their peculiar Habits and Marks, 
| which gave both Honour and Diftinétion. Some were call’d 
_ Knights of the Eagle, others of the Tyger, and a third of the 
_ Lyon, and they bore the Device of their Order either painted 
on their Robe, or hanging to it. He founded alfo another Ore 
der of Knighthood fuperior to thefe, to which only Princes 
were admitted, or Nobles defcended from a Royal Line: And 
to add thereto the greater Honour, he took the Habit himfelf 
— Thefe Knights had Part of their Hair bound with a Red Rib- 
_ band, and among the Plumes which adorn’d the Head, Taf- 
_ fels of the fame Colour, which hung down upon the Shoul- 


ders, more or lefs, according to the Actions of the Cavaliers, 
_ which were known by the Number of Taffels which were aug- 
_ mented with great Solemnity, as they fignaliz’d themfelves by 
new Exploits ; fo that there was always Room to increafe this 
Dignity by fome frefh Atchievement in War. 


_ We cannot but commend in the Mexicans the generous Ar- 
— dour with which they afpir'd to thefe honourable Rewards, and 
in Motezuma the Merit of inventing them: For as this is Mo- 
_ ney the moft eafily coin’d, fo it holds the firft Rank among 
the Treafures of a Prince. 
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An Account how the Mexicans meafir’d and com- 
puted their Mouths and Years... Their Feftivals, 
Marriages, with other Rites and Cuftoms worthy 
of Remark. in borlw eo! | 


SOSTE HE Mexicans had difpos’'d and regulated their Kalen. 
SIE AY, dar after a very notable Method. They adjufted it 
5) Ex by the Motion of the Sun, making his Altitude an 
ee Declitiation the Meafure of Times and Seafons, They 
allow’d theit Year Three Htindred Sixty Five Days, as we do, 
but they divided them ‘into Eighteen Months, affigning to each 
Month Twenty Days, which made Three Hundred and Sixty ; 
the other Five, which were a Kind of Intercalary Days, they 
added at the End of the Year, to make it anfwer the Gourle 
of the Stin.” During thefe Five Days, which they believe were 
left purpofely by theit Anceftors as vacant, and out of the Ac- 
court, they gave’ themfelves up wholly to Idlenefs, and on- 
ly ftudy’d how to lofe’ chat Overplus of Time. Tradefmen 
left off Work,’ atid fhut up their Shops; che Bufinels of the 
Tribunals ceas'd, ‘arid ‘the’ very Sacrifices in their Temples: 
They vifited each other, and all People endeavour'd to enters 
rain chemfelves Wich Variety of Diverfions, fignifying that by 
this Intermiffion they were preparing themfelves anew for the 
Works and Labours of the enfuing Year, whole Beginning 
they plac'd on the Firft Day of the Spring, differing from the 
Solar Year, according to the Computation of Aftrologers, on- 
ly ‘Three Days, which they took from our Month of February. 
They had alfo their Weeks of Thirteen Days, with different 
Names, which they mark’d in their Kalendar by Images: Their 
Ages confifted of Four Weeks of Years; which Method of 
Imagery was a very artful and notable Invention, and was 
carefully preferv'd for a Memorial of .all that happen’d. They 
made a great Circle, which they divided into Fifty Two De- 
grees, allowing a Year for every Degree. In the Centre they 
age the Efhigies of the Sun, from whofe Rays proceeded 
out Lines of different Colours, which equally divided the 
Circumference, leaving Thirteen Degrees to each Semidia- 
meter, 


of their Nation. 


particular : 
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and thefe Divifions ferv’d as Signs of their, Zodiack, uporr 
which their Ages had their Revolutions, and,the Sun, his. 


| Alpects, profperous or adverfe, according to the Colour of the 
Line. In a larger Circle, inclofing the other, they, mark’d, with; 
_ their Figures and Characters, the Accidents of the Age, and 
all Occurrences which had happen’d worthy of Memory: And 
—thefe fecular Maps were as publick Inftruments, which ferv’d 
| for a Proof of their Hiftory. 


Ic may be reckon’d among the 
wifeft Inftruétions of their Government, that they had Hifto- 
riographers capable of handing down to Pofterity, the Exploits 


They had a Mixture of Superfticion in the Computation of 


_ their Ages; for they were taught that the World was in Danger 


of Deftru€tion when the Sun had. finifh’d the Revolution..of 


thofe Four greater Weeks ; and when the laft Day of the Fifty: 
Two Years wascome, all the People prepar’d themfelves for 
that dreadful and ultimate Calamity. | ‘hey took Leave of the 
| Light with Tears, and expected Death without any previous 
Sicknefs: They broke their Houfhold: Veflels as. unneceflary- 
Lumber ; 
| the Night like diftracted People, without daring to. take 


they extinguifh’d their Fires, walking abouc alk 


any Reft, till they knew whether they. were. to be for ever 
confign’d tothe Regions of Darknefs.. But uponthe Dawn-, 


ing of the Day they began to recover. their) Spirits, with 
their Eyes fix’d towards the Eaft; and at the firft Appearance 
of the Sun, they faluted him with all cheir Mufical Inftruments, 
_with Hyms, and Songs which exprefs’d their confus’d Joy : 
Then they congratulated each other upon their being fecure 
_ ofthe World’s Duration for another Age, immediately crowded 
to their Temples to render Thanks to their Gods, and to re- 
ceive from the Priefts new Fires which they had burning with 
the greateft Violence before the Altars, being conftantly fed 
with dry Wood. 
their neceflary Subfiftence, and this Day was celebrated with’ 
publick Rejoycings, and the Dancing and other Diverfions were’ 
dedicated thro’ the whole City to the Renewal of Time, much 


after the fame Manner wherewith Rome celebrated her Secular 
— Games. | 


Next they made anew all Provifion for 


Their Emperors receivd the Crown upon Conditions very 
For the Election being made after the Manner has. 


been already obferv’d, the new King was oblig’d to take the. 
_ Field with the Forces of the Empire, and obtain fome Victory 
_ over his Enemies, or fubdue fome Rebels, or fome neighbour- 
_ ing Province before he was Crown’d, or permitted to afcend 


the 


Aa 


Firft Elector. 
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the Royal Throne. A Cuftom worthy of Obfervation, and | 
the chief Means by which this Monarchy rofe to fuch a Height | 
in fo few Years. So foon as the Vitorious Prince was found | 
to be qualify’d for the Regal Dignity, by the Succefs of his En- | 
terprize, he return’d triumphantly to the City, and made his 
publick Entry with great State and Solemnity : All the No- | 
bility, Minifters, and Priefts, accompanyd him to the Teme | 
ple of the God of War, where he alighted from his Chair, | 
and after having offer’d the cuftomary Sacrifices, the Electoral 
Princes cloath’d him in Royal Robes, arming his Right-Hand 
with a Sword of Gold, edg’d with Flint, the Enfign of Juftice ; 
and his Left with a Bow and Arrows, fignifying his Power and 
Command in War: Then the King of Tezcuco plac’d the 
Crown upon his Head, by a Privilege belonging to him as 


After this, one of the moft eloquent Magiftrates made a 
long Harangue, wifhing him Joy of the Dignity, in the Name 
of the whole Empire ; and added'fome Documents, reprefent- 
ing the Troubles and Cares that attend a Crown, with the 
Obligations he lay under to regard the Publick Good of his 
Kingdoms ; recommending to him the Imitation of his Ance- 
ftors. This Speech being ended, the Chief of the Priefts ap- 
proach’d him» with great Reverence, and between his Hands 
the King took an Oath, with Circumftances very obfervable. 
Firft, he fwore to maintain the Religion of his Anceftors : 
That he would obferve the Laws and Cuftoms of the Empire : 
That he would treat his Vaflals with Lenity : That during 
his Reign they fhould have feafonable Rains: That no Inun- 
dations of Rivers, Sterility of Soil, or malignant Influences 
of the Sun fhould happen. A notable Compact between a 
King and his Vaflals, and ridicul'd by JFuftus Lipfius! But we 
may venture to fay, that by this Oath, they endeavour’d to 
oblige him to reign with fuch Moderation, that he might not 
by any Action of his own draw down the Indignation of 
Heaven ; as not being ignorant that thefe Kinds of Chattife- 
ments and publick Calamities fall fometimes on the Subjects 
for the Sins and Exorbitances of the Prince. 

For the reft of the Rites and Cuftoms of this Nation, we 
fhall only touch on thofe which deferve a Place in Hiftory, 
omitting their Superfticions, Indecencies, and Obfcenities, which 
defile the Narration, tho’ told without Offence te Truth. 

Amidft fuch a Multitude of Gods, as we have before ob- 
ferv’d, and fuch Obfcurity and Blindnefs in their Idolatry, 
they ftill acknowledg’d a Superior Deity, to whom they at- 
| tributed 


: _maarkable Variety, compos'd of ridiculous Abufes, and 
=z 
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tributed the Creation of the Heavens, and the Earth: And this 
Original of all Things was, amongft the Mexicans, a God with- 
outa Name, there being no Word in their Language whereby 
to exprefs him, They only fignify’d that they knew him, by 
looking up towards Heaven with Veneration, and giving him, 
after their Way, the Attribute of Ineffable, with the fame teli- 
gious Uncertainty with which the Athenians worfhip’d the 
Unknown God. But this Knowledge of the firft Caufe which, in 
Appearance, fhould have facilitated their being undeceiv’d, 
was of little Ufe upon that Occafion ; for it was impoffible to 
make them believe that this ame Deity could govern the whole 
Univerfe, without the Affiftance of other Gods, tho? in their 
Apprehenfion he had the Power to create it; and they were 
perfwaded, that there were not any Gods in the other Parts of 
Heaven, till Men began to become miferable in Proportion as 
they multiplied ; looking on the Gods as favourable Genij, 
who produe’d themfelves when there was Occafion for them, 
without being in the leaft fhock’d at the Notion that their 
Gods muft have acquir'd a Being, and a Divinity from the 
Miferies of humane Nature. | 
They believd the Immortality of the Soul, wich eternal 
Rewards and Punifhments in a future Stace ; but very ill un- 
derftood the Nature of Virtue and Vice : And this Truth was 
obfeur’d with other Errors; for they buried great Quantities 
of Gold and Silver with their Dead, to bear the Expences of 
their Journey, which they believ'd to be both long and trouble- 
fome. They put to Death fome of their Servants to accom- 
pany them; and it was a common thing for Wives to cele- 
brate the Exequies of their Husbands with their own Death. 
Princes were oblig’d to have Monuments of a vaft Extent, 
for the greateft Part of their Riches and Family were interrd 
with them; both the one and the other in Proportion to their 
Dignity and Grandeur. The whole Number of Servants were 
oblig’d to accompany the Prince into the other World, toge- 
ther with fome Flatterers among them, who at that Time {uf- 
fer’d for the Deceit of their Profeffion. The Bodies were car- 
tyd with great Pomp and Soleminity to the Temples, from 
whence their Priefts came forth to receive them, with their Cop- 
per Cenfers, finging to the Sound of hoarfe and ill-cund 
Flutes, Hymns and Funeral Elegies, in a difmal melancholy 
Tone. They often rais’d up on high the Bier, during the vo- 
luntary Sacrifice of thofe mrferable Wretches who had devo- 
ted both Bodies and Souls to Slavery. A Ceremony of re- 
deplo- 


rable Barbarities ! Their 


96 «The Hiftory of the Con QUEST Boox Uf. 

Their Marriages bore the Form of Contracts, with fome 
religious Ceremonies. ‘The preliminary Articles being all a- 
greed upon, the Couple appeard in the Temple, and one of 
the Priefts examin’d their Inclinations by certain ceremonial 
Queftions, appointed by Law for. that Purpofe: After that 
he took the Tip of the Woman’s Veil with one Hand, and one 
Corner of the Husband’s Garment in the other, tying the fame 
together at the Ends, to fignity the interior Tye of their Affe- 
tions. Under this Sort of Nuptial. Yoke, they returnd to 
their Habiration, accompany’d by the fame Prieft, where imi- 
tating the Superftition of the Romans with Regard to their 


Dii Lares, or Houfhold Gods, they paid a Vifit to the Dome: 


ftick Fire, which they believ'd to be concern’d in the Union 
between the married Pair: They went round it Seven “Times, 
following the Prieft; after which they fat down to receive theit 
equal Share of the Heat, and then. the Marriage was thought 
to be accomplifh’d. They. regifter’d in a publick Inftrument, 
the Portion brought by the Bride, every Part whereof the Hus- 
band was oblig’d to reftore in Cafe they parted, which very 
frequently happend ; for mutual Confent was judg’d a fufh- 
cient Caufe for'a Divorce; A Cafe.in which the Law never 


interfer’d, but left. it. to the Parties concern’d, who beft knew 
each other, to be their own Judges. The Girls remain’d withthe 
Mother, and the Boys went with the Father ; but when once, 
the Marriage was thus diflolv'd, ir was inevitable Death -for, 
them to come together again.:' So that notwithftanding the na~ 


tural Inconftancy of that fickle Nation, the Danger of attempting 
to have any Cohabitation after a Divorce was no {mall 


Check upon them, and prevented. many a Couple from 


parting. They were very careful of the Virtue and Conduct 
of their Wives, as a Point in which their Honour was nearly 
concern’d ; and amidft chat boundlefs Licentioufnefs and Li- 


berty with which they indulg’d their fenfual Appetites, they 


abhorr'd and punifh'd Adultery with the utmoft Rigour ; not 


fo much upon Account of the Atrocity of the Vice, as for 
the Inconveniencies which attended it. 


Their new-born Infants were carry'd to the Temples with. 


Solemnity, and the Priefts receiv’d them with certain Admoni- 


tions, concerning the Troubles to which they were born. If 


they were the Sons of Nobles, they put a Sword into the 


Child’s Right-Hand, and upon his Left Arm a Shield, kept in 
the Temple for that Purpofe. If of Plebeian Extraction, they 
put. into their Hands mechanical Inftruments ; and the Females 


of both Degrees had only the Diftaff and Spindle, fignifying. 
Al , | 00, 


3 


f 


_ practisd many Ages 
_ our Hemifphere, as 
ties, and Scythia mutt 
— phagi. Logs of Wood worfhipd for Deities, 
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97 
to each the Kind of Employment which Deftiny had prepard 
for them. This Firft Ceremony being over, they were brought 


up to the Altar, and there with a Thorn of Maguey, or a Lan- 
cet of Flint, they drew fome Drops of Blood from the Privy- 
Parts ; after which they either {prinkled them with Water, or 
dipp'd them into ic, ufing at the fame Time certain Invoca- 
tions. In which Ceremony it fhould feem that the Devil, the 
Inventer of thefe Rites, was ambitious to imitate Baptifm, and 
Circumcifion, with the fame Pride with which he endeavour’d 
to counterfeit the other Ceremonies, and even the Sacraments 
of the Catholick Church ; fince he introduc’d among thefe 
Barbarians the Confeffion of Sins, giving them to underftand, 
that thereby they obtain’d the Favour of their Gods. He in{ti- 
tuted likewife a ridiculous Sort of Communicn, which’ the 
Priefts adminiftred upon certain Days in the Year, dividing in- 
to {mall Bits an Idol made of Flower, mix’d up into a Paft 
with Honey, which they call’d The God of Penitence. They 
had likewife Jubilees, Proceffions, Offerings of Incenfe, and 
other Forms of Divine Worfhip : Nay they even gave their 
Chief Priefts the Title of Papas in their Language ; by which 
we find, that this Imitation coft Satan a very particular Study 
and Application, whether with a Defign to abnfe and prophane 
the Sacred Myfteries and Ceremonies, by mingling them with 
his Abominations, or that he cannot yet repent of his Ambi- 
tion, bur is ftill afpiring and affecting to imitate the Omni- 
potent Creator: ness 
The reft of the Rites and Ceremonies of thefe miferable Heae 
thens were fhocking and horrible, both to Reafon and Nature : 
Beaftialities and incongruous, ftupid Abfurdities, which feem’d 
altogether incompatible with the Regularity and admirable Oc- 
conomy which was obferv’d in the other Parts of that Governe 
ment; and would fcarce be believ’d, were not Hiftories fall of 
Examples of the like Weakneffes and Errors of Human Capaci- 
ties in other Nations, who are no lefs blind, tho’ in Parts of the 
World where they have the Means of being more enlighten’d. 
Sacrifices of Human Blood began much about the fame Time 
with Idolatry ; and many Ages ago the Devil introduc’d 
them amongft thofe Nations, from whom the Ifraelites learn’ 
to facrifice their Sonsto the Idols of Canaan. The horrible and - 
deteftable Cuftom of Mens eating each other, has been {een 
fince amongft other barbarous People of 
Galatia confefles amongft her Antiqui- 
acknowledge the fame in her Antropo- 
fuperftitious 
Auguries, 


Bb 
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Auguries, the furious Agitations of Priefts, their Communication 
with the Devil by his Oracles, and other Abfurdities equally abo- 
minable have been admitted, and reverenc'd by other Gentiles, | 
who were otherwile endow’d with great Senfe, and were per- 
fectly well skill’d in Moraliry and Politicks. Greece and Rome 
wanted the Knowledge of the true Religion, tho’ in every 
Thing elfe they gave Laws to the whole World, and left 
edifying Examples to Pofterity. From all this we are oblig’d 
to confefs the Deficiency and the {mall Extent of human 
Wifdom, which reaches bur a very little farcher than the 
fuperficial Knowledge it receives from the Senfes and Ex- 
perience, whenever that reveal’d Light, by which we dilcover 
the Effence of Truth ic felf, is wanting. The. Mexican Reli- 
gion was therefore no other than a dereftable Compound of 
all the Errors and Abominations which had been received 
among the Gentiles in the different Parts of the World. 

We hall not enter into the Detail of their particular Feftivals 
and Sacrifices, their Ceremonies, Sorceries, and. Superftitions ; 
not only becaufe we meet them at every Step, with tedious 
Repititions, in all the Hiftories of the Indies, but becaufe it 1s 
our Opinion, we cannot be too cautious how we give our 
Pen too large a Scope upon a Subjeét of this Nature, and at 
the beft we look upon it as an unneceflary Leflon, as affording 
the Reader little Pleafure and much lefs Profit. 


CHAP. XVII. 


MorrzuMa continues bis Entertaiuments and 
Prefents to the Spaniards. Letters brought from 
Vera Cruz with an Account of the Battle whereim 
Juan de Ffcalante loft bis Life: Upon which 
Corres refolves to Jfecure the Perfon of Mo- 


TEZUMA. 


MB 11 E Spaniards obferv'd all thefe Novelties not without 
Go PAY great Admiration, tho’ they endeavour’d to conceal and 
5) BAe diflemblecheir Surprize;and it coftthem fome Pains to 
Sa * compole their Countenances upon thefe Occafions, 
that they might maintain the Superiority they affected t@ carry 
over thofe People. The firft Days were taken up in various 
3 Paftimes 
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Paftimes and Diverfions. The Mexicans gave {plendid and often- 
tatious Proofs of their Performances, with a Defire of ‘enter- 
taining their Guefts, and not without an Ambition of difplaying 
their Dexterity in the Management of their Arms, and their 
A@tiviry in all their other Exercifes. Motezuma encourag d 
thofe Shews, and Entertainments, laying afide all Mayefty, 
contrary to his accuftom’d Pride and Refervednefs, and upon 
all Occafions took Cortez along with him, attended by his 
Captains, and treated him with a Deference and Refpect full of 
Humanity, which appear’d monftrous in one of his Character, 
and occafion’d thofe who knew him to have the greater Efteem 
for the Spaniards. ‘ny . 

Their Vifits were frequent and punctual; Cortez went to the 
Palace, and Motezuma to the Spanifh Quarters, “The Emperor 
was continually admiring every Thing that came from ‘Spain, 
believing it to be a Part of Heaven; and fo high an Idea he 
had of the King, that it excluded the Conceptions he enter- 
tain'd of his own Gods. He was ever endeavouring to gain 
the Affection of the Spaniards by diftributing Curiofities and 
Jewels amongft the Captains and Soldiers, not without Difcern- 
ment and Diftinétion of Merit; for he carefs'd moft of the Of- 
ficers of Diftinétion, and knew how to proportion the Gift to 
the Impoftance of the Perfon whom he defign’d to oblige. 

The Nobility in Imitation of their King, were ambitious 
to render themfelves agreeable to all the Strangers, by treating 
them with a Refpeé that favour’d of Submiffion: As for the 
Populace, they bent their Knees to the meaneft of the Spanifh 
Soldiers. In this Manner they enjoyd an agreeable Repole, 
with fomething continually new to divert, and nothing to di- 
fturb them. But they were not long without Occalion of 
Difquiet ; for about this Time there came two Tlafcallan Sol- 
diers to the City thro’ By-Ways, difguifed in the Habits of 
Mexicans, who going privately to Cortez, gave him a Letter 
from Vera-Cruz, which chang’d the Face of Affairs, and forc’d 
him upon Refolutions lefs pacifick. | 

Fuan de Efcalante, who, as we have {aid before, had the Go- 
vernment of the New Colony, was employ d in continuing 
his Fortifications, and preferving his Correfpondence with thofe 
Indian Friends whom Cortex had left him ; and remain‘d in this 
State of Tranquility without any Accident, till he receiwd 
Advice that one of Motezuma’s Generals was marching up 
and down in thofe Quarters with a confiderable Army, 
committing Hoftilities upon fome Towns with which he had 
fettled an Alliance, which depending upon the Protection of 


the 
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the Spaniards, refusd to pay their accuftom’d Tribute. This 


General’s Name was Qualpopoca, and commanded all the For- 
ces that were cantoned upon the Frontiers of Zempoalla ; and 
having affembled them to fupport the Commiflaries appointed 
to gather the Tax, he committed great Diforders, Excortions, 
and Violences upon thofe People, accompanying the Rigour 
of the Officers with the Licentioufnefls of the Soldiery ; both 
the one and the other a fort of People infatiably greedy, 
who commonly call pillaging the Subject, ferving the Prince. 
The Totonaques who inhabit the hilly Country, and whofe 
Dwellings thofe Troops were then deftroying, were the firlt 
who complain’d. They befeech'd Fuan de Efcalante to take up 
Arms in Defence of his Confederates, and offer'd ro aflift in 
the Undertaking with their whole remaining Strength. He com- 
forted them with the Aflurance that he refented their Injuries 
as done to himfelf: But before he would proceed to Extremi- 
ties he refolv'd to. fend Meflengers to the Mexican General, de- 
firing him in a friendly Manner, ‘“ That he would fulpend 
“ his Hoftiliry, until fuch Time he fhould receive frefh Or- 
““ ders from the Emperor, fince it was not poffible for him to 
“« have authoriz’d a Proceeding of that Kind, when he had 
“© admitted to his Court Ambafladors from the Eaftern Mo- 
“‘ narch, and had given them Leave to fet on Foot a Treaty 
‘© of Peace and Confederacy between the Two Crowns”. 
This Meflage was carry’d by Two Zempoallans, Men of good 
Addrefs, refiding in Vera-CGruz; and the An{wer of the Mexican 
was infolent and injurious: “‘ That he was very well able to 
“ comprehend and execute the Orders of his Prince ; and if 
“ any one fhould pretend to divert him from the Chaftifement 
“ of thofe Rebels, he likewife knew how to maintain in the 
“ Field what he had undertaken in the Cabinet. 

Juan de Efcalante could not diffemble his Refentment, nor 
ought he to refufe the Challenge in the View of all the Indians, 
who were interefted in the Succefs of the Totonaques, who ran 
the fame Rifque, and had put themfelves under the fame Pro- 
tection: Wherefore having informed himfelf that the Grofs of 
the Enemies Body did not exceed Four Thoufand Men, he im- 
mediately aflembled Two Thoufand Indians, the greateft Part 
of whom were Totonaques of the hilly Country ; who being ei- 
ther fuch as had fled before Qualpopoca, or irritated by his Vio- 
lences, came to fhelter themfelves under E/calante’s Protection ; 
at the Head of which Number, well appointed after their Man- 
ner, and Forty Spaniards, Two of them armd with Arqui- 
bufes, and Three with Crofs-Bows, and with Two Pieces of 
Arullery, 
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Artillery. He began his March towards thofe Towns which 
wanted his Affftance, leaving Vera-Cruz but weakly garri- 
fon’d. 

Qualpopoca had Notice of his Motions, and advanced to re- 
ceive him, with all his Troops in exceeding good Order, near 
a {mall Village, fince called Almeria. A little after Day-break 
both Armies came in Sight of each other, and engag’d with 
equal Refolution; but in a little while the Mexicans gave Way, 
and began to retire in great Diforder. It happen’d at the fame 
Time that the Totonaques of our Party, either not being inurd 
to War, or, from the accuftom’d Dread they had of the Mext- 
cans, were difpirited, and lagg’d behind, till at laft they betook 
themfelves to Flight, and could not be prevail'd with to ad= 
vance, either by Perfuafion, Compulfion, or Example: A rare 
Accident, which muft be reckon’d among the unaccountable 
Events which happen in War, when the Conquerors fly from 
the Conquered! The Enemy fled with Precipitation and 
Dread, and were fo careful of their own Safety, that they did not 
obferve how much our Troops were diminifh’d, but only did 
what they could, in a diforderly Manner, to retire to the next 
Towns, whither Juan de Efcalante purfu'd them, with little more 
than his Forty Spaniards, immediately commanding the Vil- 
lage to be fir'd in different Places, and engagd them at the fame 
Time with fo much Refolution, that without giving them Lei- 
fare to difcover the Smallnefs of his Numbers, he broke, and 
intirely diflodg’d them, obliging them to turn their Backs and 
difperfe them{elves in the Woods. The Indians, after the A€tion 
was over, affirm’d that they faw in the Air a Woman, refem- 
bling her whom the Strangers worfhip’d for the Mother of 
their God, who dazzled and aftonifh’d them in fuch a Man- 
ner, that fhe depriv’d them of Strength or Power to ftand their 
Ground. ‘This Miracle did not manifeft itfelf to the Spaniards, 
but the Succefs they met withal made it credible ; and the Sol- 
diers were now all accuftom’d to fhare with Heaven in the 
Glory of their Exploits. | 

_ This was a very fignal Victory, but it coft the Spaniards dear 5 
for Juan de Efcalante was mortally wounded, with Seven other 
Soldiers, of which Number the Indians carry’d off fuan de Ar- 
guillo, a Native of Leon, a Man of an extraordinary Stature, 
and very great Strength, who fell, valiantly fighting, at a ‘Time 
when he could not be fuccour’d: The reft all died of their 
Wounds at Vera-Cruz, within Three Days. 

Of this Lofs, with all its Circumftances, the Council of 
Vera-Cruz. fent Cortez an Account, that he might name a Suc- 
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ceflor to Fuan de Efcalante, and be appriz'd of the Pofture of his | 
Affairs in thofe Parts. Cortez, read the Letter, with the Con-} 
cern that fuch a Piece of ill News requir’d. He communicated | 
the fame to his Captains, and without entering at that Time | 
into all its Confequences, or difcovering the Whole of his | 
Chagrin, he defir’d them to refle& upon this Accident, and to 
give him Time for the forming fuch a Refolution as it fhould | 
pleafe God to infpire, recommending very particularly to Fa- 
ther Bartolomew de Olmedo to contribute to it by his Prayers, and 
to all in general to keep the News fecret, that a Difafter of | 
fuch Importance might not come to the Eats of the Soldiers, | 
and be made a Subje&t of common Difcourfe. 

He afterwards retit’d to his own Apartment, and began to | 
reflect on all the Inconveniencies which might refule from this 

Misfortune. He thought on feveral Expedients, and rejeéted | 
them again: The Force of his Fancy even tir'd him with Va- | 
riety, at once reprefenting to him the Remedies and Difhcul- 
ties attending them. Authors report, that he walk’d about a | 
great Part of the Night, and by mere Accident difcover’d at 
that Time a Place newly plaifter’d up, in which Motexuma con- | 
ceal’d the T'reafures of his Father; and ‘that after he had view’d 
them, he order'd the Place to be ftop’d up again, without fuf- 
fering any thing to be taken away. 1 fhall not dwell upon the 
Diverfion which this Difcovery might give to his Uneafinels, 
{ince it appears more clearly that it lafted not long, but foon 
gave Way to that Application of Thought, which ended in a 
fteady Refolution to take thofe Meafures which Iam going to — 
relate. | 

He fent privately for the moft fenfible and beft affected In- 
dians of his Army, of whom he demanded “ If they had ob- 

““ferv’d any Alteration in the Minds of the Méxicans, and in 
“ what Efteem the Spaniards were at the Prefent among them 2?” 
They anfwerd, “ That the Common People were taken up 
“with their Feftivals made for the Diverfion of the Spaniards, 

“ whom they reverenc'd, becaufe they faw them ‘honour’d by 
“their Emperor: But that the Nobility feem'd penfive and 
“ ‘miyfterious ; that they had fecret Conferences, the Refule of 
“ which they kept very private.” They faid, they ‘had ob- 

fervd fome Expreffions which admitted a finifter Interpreta- 
tion; one of which was, That it would be no diffcult Matter to 
break down the Bridges of the Caufey, with others of the fame Kind, 

which all together gave ‘{ufficient ‘Caule of Sufpicion. Two 


_ or Three of thofe Indians heard-it whifper’d, that'fome few Days 


before, a Spaniard’s ‘Head was brought asa Prelent to Motexuma ; 
, . and 
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and that he commanded it to be taken away and conceal‘d af- 

ter he had viewd it with fome Aftonifhment, it being of a very 
large Size, and the Face had a fierce Afpeét, Marks which agreed 
very well with that of Juan de Arguill. This redoubled the 
Uneafinels of Cortez, for hence it appear’d, that Motezuma was 
privy to the Proceedings of his General. 

Upon thefe Advices, andthe Reflections he afterwards made 
thereupon, he fhut himfelf up next Morning with his Captains, 
and fome principal Soldiers, who, upon Account of their Me- 
rit or Experience, were wont to affift at the Juntas, where he 
laid the Cafe, with all its Circumftances, before them, and ac- 
quainted them what Information he had receiv'd the Night be- 
fore from his trufty Indians, weighing with Unconcern, and 
great Sedatenefs of Temper, the Danger with which they were 
threaten'd : He touch’d with great Addrefs upon the Difficul- 
ties which might occur ; and then, without fhewing which 
Way his own Sentiment inclin’d, he was filent, and gave them 
free Liberty to difcufs the Affair, 

They were of different Opinions: Some were for defiring 
Motexuma’s Pafsport, and marching immediately to the Relief of 
Vera Grug: Others found great Difficulties in the Retreat, and 
were for going off privately, without forgetting the Riches 
they had acquird. But the greateft Part were of Opinion, 
that they fhould continue in Mexico, without feeming to have 
any Knowledge of what had pafs'd at Vera Cruz, till they could 
find fome Means to retreat with Safety. But Cortez recapitula- 
ting the feveralPropofals had been made, and highly commend- 
ing the Zeal of endeavouring to hit the Point they had all ex- 
prefs'd, deliver’d himfelf thus, 


I can by no Means agree to that Propofition of defiring a Pafsport 
from Motezuma ; for after having open’d the Way to his Court with 
our Arms in Spite of all Oppofition, we muft unavoidably fink very 
low in the Opinion of the Mexicans, when once it fhall be known, that 
we ftand in Need of their Favour to retire. If Motezuma has. ill 
Defiens againft ws, be may grant the Pajsport, with no other View than 
to deftroy ws in our Retreat 5 and if he ~hould deny it, then we fhall be 
obliged to march out by Force, and expofe our felves toa certain Danger, 
after having declar’d our Weaknefs. Much lefS am I of Opinion, that 
we hould offer to retreat by Stealth, for by fo domg we fhall at once 
brand our felves, with the infamous Epithet of Fugitives, and Mote- 
zumacan with the greateft Eafe imaginable poffe/s himfelf of the Paffes, 
by fending Scouts before to give Notice of our March. And in fhort, 
in my Opinion it 6 by no Means convenient at this Funtture, even to 
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think of retiring, for after what Manner foever we attempt it, it will 
infallibly be’ at the Expence of our Reputation ; and having once loft 
our Friends and Confederates, whom that and nothing elfe engages on 
our Side, we fhall affuredly find our felves without one Foot of Ground to 
tread upon with any Security. For thefe Confiderations, I conclude that 
they come neare/t to the Point who vote for our continuing here, without 
taking Notice of any Thing till we can go off with Honour, and for 
trying in the mean while what may happen agreeable to that Hope. Both 
Refolutions, it is true, are equally hazardous, but not equally honourable ; 
and it would be a Misfortune, unworthy of Spaniards, to chufe to dye a 
difhonourable Death, when they have it in their Option to do the contrary, 
I make no Queftion but that it ts neceffary for us to ftand our Ground 
where we are ; the Manner how we fhall effect it is what moft employs 
my Thoughts. We are acquainted with the Rumours which begin to |pread 
among the Mexicans. The Difgrace which has befallen ws at Vera 
Cruz deferves your ferious Reflections ; and Arguillo’s Head prefented 
to Motezuma, 1s 4 plain Intimation that he was no Stranger to the Ex 
pedition of his General , nay, his very Silence upon that Article isa fuf- 
ficient Reafon for us to fuspect his Intentions. ‘Therefore upon confidering 
the whole, I am of Opinion, that in order to maintain our elves in this 
City, with leaft Flazard, it will be expedient to refolve upon fome great 
Aétion, that may give the Indians frefh Caufe of Aftonifhment, and 
regain what Reputation they may imagine we have loft hy thefe unfor- 
tunate Accidents "To which End, rejecting Projetts of more Noife 
than Effect, I hold it abfolutely neceffary to feize the Perfon of Mote- 
zuma, and bring him Prifoner to our Quarters. A Refolution which I 
cannot help thinking will ftrike Terror into them, and mujft needs keep 
them within Bounds, and at the fame ‘Time will give us an Opportunity of 
capitulating after fuch a Manner both with the King and Vaffals, as 
may be moft for the Flonour of our Soveraign and the common Security, 
The Pretence of his Imprifonment, according to my Judgment, mujt be 
the Death of Arguillo, to which he was privy, and the Breach of the 
Peace by one of his Generals; with which Two Offences we mujt give 
him to underftand we have. been acquainted, and for which we demand 
Satisfaction: For it would be to our Difadvantage that they fhould fup- 
pofe us ignorant of any Thing which they themfelves underftand ; when 
at the fame Time they believe us fuperior to them in every Respeet, and 
ignorant of nothing. Thefe and fuch other Errors of their Imagina- 
tions we mujt encourage, or at leaft bear with, as extremely favourable to 
our bold Undertaking. I am very fenfible of the Diffculties and Accie 
dents which attend the refolving upon fo daring an Enterprize ; but great 
Aétions have their Birth from great Dangers ; and God will certainly 
Jupport ws, for many are the Wonders, I may venture to fay the evident 
Miracles, which he hath wrought for us in this Expedition ; and why 


fhould 
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ould we not now believe, that this Perfeverance of ours is the Effect 
of his Divine Infpiration? His Service is the principal Motive of our 
Enterprize; and I cannot be perfuaded, that he has conduéted us thus far 


by his extraordinary Providence, to plunge us ito unfurmountable Dif: 
culties, and in our greateft Neceffity to abandon us to our own Weakne/s. 


He enlarg’d with fo much Energy upon this pious Confi- 
deration, that he communicated to the whole Council the 
Vigour of his own Spiric, and brought them over to his Opt- 
nion ; firft che Captains, Fuan Velazquez de Leon, Diego de Ordax, 
with Gonzalo de Sandoval, and then all the reft applauded the ju- 
dicious Arguments of their General, and judg’d the Goodnels 
of the Remedy, by the heroic Gallantry of the Refolution. 
Upon this Foot the Junta broke up, having refolv'd upon the 
Imprifonment of Motezuma, and leaving the Management of 
the whole to the Difcretion of Cortez. 

Bernal Dias del Caftillo, who lofes no Oportunity of introducing 
himfelf as the Author of all great Refolutions, affirms, that he, 


and fome other Soldiers, advisd the Imprifonment of Mote- 


zuma, fome Days before they had receiv'd any Intelligence of 
what had happen’d at Vera Cruz: But other Relations do not 
agree with his, nor was there Occafion, at that Juncture, to enter 
upon a Project of fo violent a Nature. He fhould have kept 
himfelf within Bounds a little longer, and then his Advice 
would not have appear'd fo improbable, and fo much out of 
Seafon. 


CHAP. XIX. 
The Imprifonment of M orezuma: Aa Account 


after what Manner it was effected, and how re- 
ceiv'd amongst his Vaffals. 
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eg muft be acknowledo’d, that this Refolution of a 


“ia few Spaniards, to {eize {o powerful a Prince in his own 

j Court, amidft all his Guards, was a Boldnefs with- 
> out Example. The Recital of this Action, tho’ true, 
feems wholly incompatible with the Sincerity of Hiftory, and 
even in a Romance would furpafs the Exaggerations and the 
Licence of Fable itfelf.. It might have been call'dTemerity, had ic 
od been 
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been undertaken fpontaneoufly, and with a greater Liberty of | 
Choice: But a Manis not properly term’d rafh, who fhuts his Eyes 
toa Danger which he cannot avoid. Cortex faw himfelf equally | 
loft if he made a Retreat, which would tuin his Reputation, 
or ftood his Ground without retrieving his fading Honour b 
fome extraordinary Exploit. The Mind, when it finds itfeif 
furrounded on all Sides with Difficulties, violently flies to thar | 
which leaft preffes it ; but the Method taken by Cortex, was in 
Truth the moft difficult: Whether he was refolv’d to end this 
Affair, one Way or other, at a Blow, or becaufe he could not 
accommodate himfelf to Meafures of a middle Nature, we 
may fay, that it was great Magnanimity in him to elevate his 
Views above the ordinary Level, or that'the Military Prudence 
is not fuch an Enemy to Extremes as the Civil : But better it 
is, that this Refolution of his fhould pafs without a Name, or 
that only regarding the Succefs, we place it among thofe im per 
ceptible Means which God made Ufe of in this Conquett ; 
excluding ,in Appearance, all natural Caufes or Impulfes. 

The Hour when the Spaniards were accuftom’d to wait upon 
Motexuma was chofen for the Execution of their Defign, that 
no Alarm might be given by their making him an unfeafonable 
Vilit. Cortez ‘gave Orders to his Men’ to arm -themfelves in 
their Quarters, ‘to faddle ‘their Horfes, and to hold theméelves 
in a Readinefs, ‘without making any Noife or Movement till 
they receiv'd frefh Inftru@ions. He potiefs’d himfelf of all 
the Avenues of the Streets leading to Motexwma’s Palace, with 
{mall {catter’d Detachments of Soldiers, and went to the Palace, 
accompany’d by the Captains, Pedrode Alvarado, Gonzalo de San- 
doval, Fuan Velazquez: de Leon; Francifco de Luga, and Alonfo 
Davila, having order'd Thirty private Men of his own chufing 
to follow at a Diftance. , 

It was no furprizing Sight to fee them enter with their Arms, 
which they ufually carry d asa Military Ornament... Motezama 
as cuftomary, came out of his Apartment to receive the Vilit, 
and they all took their Seats. His Servants, as by his Order 
they were always accuftom’d to do, retir'd to another Part of 
the Palace; and when Donna Mariana and Geronimo Aguilar were 
come up, Cortex began his Complaint with a becoming Refent- 
ment. Firft he laid before Motezuma the AGion of his Gene- 
ral, who had the Infolence to form an Army and attack his 
Confederates, in Violation of the Peace and Royal Safeguard, 
under which they thought themfelves fecure. Then he ured 
as a Crime, for which he ought to make Satisfaction to God 
and Man, the fpilling the Blood of a Spaniard by the Mexicans, 


after 
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after they had made him Prifoner, to revenge upon him i cold 
Blood the Ignominy of their own fhameful Defeat. And laftly, 
he expos'd in proper Colours, as a Point of ftill greater Con- 
fideration, the Excufe made by Qualpopoca, and his Caprains, 
who declar’d they had undertaken that unjuftifable War by 
the Emperor’s exprefs Order : Concluding, That he thonghe 
he owd fo much to his Majefty, as not to give Credit to 
an Action fo unworthy of his Greatnefs, as that of favouring 
the Spaniards in one Place, while he was endeavouring to 
deftroy them in another. 

Motezwma chang’d Colour at the hearing of this Charge ; 
and with all the Marks of Conviction interrupted Cortez, deny- 
ing, as well as he could, that he had ever given any fuch Or- 
ders: But Cortez reliev'd his Confufion by faying, That he did 
believe it to be undoubtedly true, and was fully convine’d, that 
he had no Hand in fo bafe an Aétion ; but that the Spaniards 
would not be fo fatisfied, nor even his own Vaflals be unde- 
ceivd after fuch a Declaration of his General, unlefs they {aw 
him give fome extraordinary Proof of what he affirm’d, chat 
might intirely efface the Impreffion of fuch a Calumny;) and 


that therefore he was come to intreat him, that, without making 


any Difturbance, but asif it was his own {pontaneous Choice, 
he would immediately go with him to the. Spanifh Quarters, 
with a Refolution not to ftir from thence till ac fhonld: be 
made apparent to all, that he had not been concern‘d in:fo 
perfidious an Action. To which Purpofe he: reprefented ‘to 
him, “That by this generous Confidence, fo well becoming_a 
“ Princely Mind, hewould not only appeafe the juft Refentement 
of the great Monarch whofe Servant he was, and the Jealoufy 
ofhis Companions and Followers ; bur chat ic would redound 
tohis own Honour, whichat prefent {uffer’d a greater Eclipfe 
by his General’s Behaviour; giving his Word, both asa Gen- 
tleman and a Minifter to the moft powerful Monarch inthe 
Univerfe, that he fhould be treated amongft the Spaniards with 
all che Refpeé& due to his Royal Charaéter ; fince they only 
defird to be fecureof his good Will, that they might have it 
in their Power to ferve and obey him with the greater Venera- 
tion’. Here Cortez lett off (peaking, and Motezuma likewife re 
main’d filent for fome Moments, as amazd at the Boldnefs of 
the Propofal. But Cortez, defirous to reduce him by Gentlenefs, be~ 
fore he would determine on other Ways, added, “ That the Quar- 
“ters lie had beeen pleas'd to affign them, were in one of his 
““ Majelty’s own Royal Palaces, where fometimes he was wont to 
“ pals afew Days: That itcould not feem ftrange to.his Sub- 
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“ jects that he fhould change his Refidence to clear himfelf of 
“an Afperfion, which, being plac’'d to his Account, was the 
“ Complaintlof one King againft another ; whereas if the Fault 
“« were laid at his General's Door it might be redrefs’'d by a pro- 
** per Correction, without pufhing it to that Extremity, and thofe 
“ Violences, which generally attend the Decifion of Quarrels 
which happen between Soveraigns”. 
Motexuwma could no longer fufter Cortez to enlarge upon Mo. 
tives to perfuade him to a Thing which he judg’d impraéti- 
cable, and letting him know, he underftood what it was he aim’d 
by fuch a Propofition ; reply’d with fome Impatience, “That 
“ Princes of his Rank were not accuftom’dto deliverrhemfelves 
‘* uptoaPrifon, nor would his Subjects permit it, tho’ he fhould 
forget his own Dignity fo far, and ftoop to fo bafe a Com- 
pliance”’. To which Cortex anfwer'd ; ‘‘ That provided he went 
willingly, without obliging the Spaniards to forget the Refpe& 
they had for him, he valu’d not the Oppofition of his Sub- 
jects, againft whom he could employ a fufficient Force, without 
anyBreach of their mutual Amity”. The Difpute lafted long, 
Motexuma {till refufing to leave his Palace ; and Cortex endea- 
vouring to perfuade and fecure him without proceeding to Ex- 
tremities. Motexuma made feveral Offers, being fenfible of the 
Hazard to which he was expos’d: He propos'd to fend imme- 
diately for Qualpopoca and all his Officers, and give them up to 
Cortex to be chaftiz’d as he fhould think proper: He offer'd Two 
of his Sons as Hoftages, to be fent Prifoners to the Spanifh 
Quarters, ill {uch Time as he fhould perform his Promife ; 
and repeated, with fome Signs of Weaknefs, that he was not a 
Perfon who could hide himfelf, or flee to the Mountains. Cor- 
tex approv’d none of thefe Expedients ; and Motexuma refus’d 
to furrender himfelf: But the Captains, who were prefent at 
this Difpute, fufpe@ing the Danger that might enfue by this 
Delay, began to lofe Patience, intimating, that they mutt de- 
cide the Queftion by Aétion ; and Fuan Velazquez de Leon {aid 
aloud, Let us leave off talking, and either feize or kill him. Motexuma 
took Notice of thofe Words, which were utter’d with great 
Paflion, and demanded of Donna Marina, What it was that Spa- 
nifh Captain {poke with fo much Vehemence? And fhe, with 
a Difcretion which never fail’d her upon Occafion, reply’d in 
fucha Manneras if fhe apprehended being overheard by,the Spa- 
mards ; My Lord, You run a great Hazard by not giving Way to the 
Inftances of thefe People: You already know their Refolution, and. the 
Supernatural Power that affifts them. I am jour own Loyal Subject ; 
my Thoughts have no other Employment than to do you Service; and I am 
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likewife one of their Confidents, well acquainted with the Secret of their 
Intentions: If you go with them you will be treated with all the Respect 
that 1s due to your Perfon and Dignity ; and by refifting longer, you en- 
danger your Life. 


This fhort Speech, deliver'd with Addrefs, and well tim’d, 
prevail’d on. Motezuma; who without entring into any frefh 
Contefts, rofe from his Seat, and {aid to the Spaniards; “ I truft 
“< myfelf into your Hands: Let us go to your Quarters, for 
*< fo the Gods will have it, fince you have carried your Point, 
‘“‘-and I am determin’d.” He prefently call’d for his Ser- 
vants, and commanded them to get ready his Chair and Equi- 
page; and told his Minifters, “ That for certain Reafons of 
“ State, which he had concerted with his Gods, he had re- 
* folv’d to pafs fome Days in the Spanifh Quarters: That they 
“ fhould. underftand, and publifh to all his Subjects, that he 
“¢ went of his own Accord, and for his own Advantage.” He 
then gave Orders to one of the Captains of his Guards, to 
bring Qualpapoca Prifoner, with the other Officers concern d in 
the Invafion of Zempoala; to which Purpofe he gave him the 
Royal Signet, which he always carryd ty'd to his Right Arm, 
and bad him take Troops along with him, that he might 
make fure of apprehending the Criminals. All thefe Orders 
were given publickly, and Dona Marina explain’d them to Cor- 
tez, and the reft of the Spanifh Captains, that they might not 
take Umbrage upon hearing him talk to his Servants, or com- 
mit any unfeafonable A& of Violence. 

He left his Palace without any more Delay, taking with 
him all his ufual Attendance: The Spaniards marched on Foot 
clofe by his Chair, furrounding it under Pretence of attending 
him. A Report was prefently {pread about the City, that the 
Strangers had carry’d off. the Emperor; and the Streets were 
crowded in an Inftant, with an Appearance of a general Infur- 
rection; for they made great Outcries, throwing themfelves 
upon the Ground like Men in Defpair; and fome difcover’d 
the Tendernefs of their Concern by their Tears: But Motezu- 
ma, with an Air of Gaiety and Compofure, appeas'd the Tu- 
mult, and fatisfy'd them in fome Meafure. He commanded 
them to ceafe their Cries; and at the firft Motion of his Hand 
a profound Silence enfu’d. He then told them, “ That he was 
“not going to a Prifon, but, for his own Diverfion, to pals a few 
“ Days with his Friends the Strangers; and this anticipated Sa- 
“ tisfaction, or anfwering a Queftion before it was ask d, con- 
‘* firm’d what he endeavour’d to difown. 
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When he arrivd at the Quarters, which, as we have obferwd, 

were in a Palace built by his Father, he gave Orders for his 

Guards to difperfe the Populace, and to his Minifters to punifh, 

with Lofs of Life, any who {hould occafion the leaft Tumule 
or Difturbance. He courteoufly carefsd the Spanifh Soldiers 

who went out to receive him with refpectful Acclamations, 

The Palace being fufficiently large and convenient to receive 

him and all his Retinue, he pitch d upon an Apartment, fepa- 
rate from the Spaniards, to refide in, which was inftancly fur 
nifh’d by his own Servants with the beft Moveables of his 
Wardrobe; and Cortes plac’d a fufficient Guard of Spanifh Sol- 
diers ac the Avenues, and doubled thofe of the Quarters, poft- 
ing Centinels in the neareft Streets, and omitting no Precau- 
tion which an Aétion of that Confequence requir’d. Orders 
were given to the Soldiers to permit the Entrance of thofe of 
the Emperor's Retinue, who were now all known; as like- 
wife of the Nobility and Minifters who came to make their 
Court, with Referve to admit but a certain Number in the 
Room of others who went out, under Pretext of keeping his 
Majelty from being crowded. Cortes went to vific him the fame 
Evening, firft asking Leave, and obferving the fame Forma- 
lities and Ceremonies as when he waited on him in his Impe- 
rial Palace. The like Refpe& was fhew’d him by the Officers 
and Soldiers of Diftinétion: They all gave him humble 
Thanks for the Honour he did chat Houle, as if he came thi- 
ther by his own Choice; and he was as chearful and pleafant 
to all, as if none of them were prefenc who had been Wic- 
nefles of the Refiftance he would have made. He diftributed 
amongft them feveral Jewels with his own Hand, which he 
brought on purpofe to fhew his good Humour ; and for all that 
could be obferv’d,either in his Behaviour or Expreffions, he never 
once difcover’d the leaft Weaknefs under his Confinement, nor 
ceasd to maintain the Grandeur of an Emperor in the Con- 
ftancy with which he endeavourd to unite thofe two income 
patible Extremes, Majefty and Dependency. To none of his 
Servants or Minifters, whofe Attendance at all Hours was per- 
mitted, did he difcover the Secret of his Confinement ; either 
for that he was afham’d to own it, or that he feard the Lofs 
of his Life, if they fhould make the leaft Difturbance. At 
that Time this Retirement was regarded by all as his own vo- 
luntary Refolution; for which Reafon, the Pref{umption of the 
Spaniards was not fo much as talk’d of, being indeed fo great, 
that ic was conceal’d by the very Excefs of it as a Thing im- 


poflible, and exceeding the Bounds of Imagination itfelf. 
3 Thus 
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Thus was Motexuma’s Imprifonment carry’d on and execu- 
ted, and im a few Days he became fo eafy, that he had fcarce 
any Inclination to change his Condition. Neverthelefs, his 
Subjects difcover’d at length, that the Spaniards had him under 
Confinement, notwith{tanding they had carefully difguis’d the 
Violence they had been guilty of, under the {pecious Mask of a 
profound Refpeé&t. The Guards which were conftantly pofted 
at the Avenues of the Emperor's Apartment, and the Spaniards 
being continually under Arms in the Quarters, left them no 
Room for Doubt; but no one made the leaft Offer to treat 
concerning his Liberty: Nor is it to be imagin’d what Rea- 
fons they had; he to continue under that Oppreffion without 
any Reluctance, and they to live in the fame Infenfibility, 
without fhewing any Concern at the Difhonour done to the 
Perfon of their Emperor. The Boldnefs of this Enterprize 
was very furprifing in the Spaniards, nor lefs remarkable was 
this Want of Spirit in Motezuma ; a Prince fo puiffant, and na- 
turally of fo haughty a Difpofition, together with the little Re- 
folution which then appear’d in the Mexicans, a Warlike Na- 
tion, and exceffively zealous in fupporting the Dignity of their 
Soveraigns. We may therefore fafely venture to fay, that the 
Wand of God was upon their Hearts ; nor will chis appear to 
be a fuperftitious Credulity, or any great Novelty in his Di- 
vine Providence; fince the Worid has long ago feen an Ex- 
ample of His forwarding the Undertakings of His own Peo- 
ple, by fubduing the Spirit of their Enemies *, 


* Jofhua, Chap. 5. ver. t. 


CHAP, 


GMb An RitsoiXs 


MorezumMa’s Behaviour under Ins Confmement, 
both to bis own People and the Spaniards. Qual- 
popoca #% brought Prifoner, and condemn d to 
Death by Cortez, who caufes MorEZUMA 
to be put in Fetters, during the Execution of the 

Sentence. 


a HE Spaniards, in few Days, faw their Quarters con- | 
ae verted into a Palace, without omitting to guard it, 
aye as the Prifon of Motezuma. The Surprize of this | 
SMES daring AGtion abated infenfibly amongft the Mexi- | 
cans, with the Novelty of it. Some, difapproving the War 
made by Qualpopoca upon Vera-Cruz, commended the Procedure 
of Motexwma, and imputed it to the Greatnefs of his Soul that 
he parted with his Liberty as a Pledge of his Innocence. 
Others believ’d that the Gods, with whom they fupposd him 
to have frequent Communication, had advisd him to that 
which was moft convenient, and would moft redound to his 
Advantage. And others, who judg’d better, acquiefe'd intirely | 
in his Refolution, without being fo prefumptuous as to exa- 
mine into it, well knowing that the A@ions of Soveraign Prin- 
ces are to be comprehended, not by the Knowledge, but by 
the Obedience of their Vaflals. He difcharg’d the Functions 
of a Soveraign at the ufual Hours; gave Audiences ; heard the 
Advice and Reprefentations of his Minifters 5 and apply'd him- 
(elf to the Government of his Kingdoms, both Civil and 
Military, taking particular Care to conceal his involuntary Con- 


finement. 

His Table was fervd from his Palace with a numerous At- 
cendance of Servants, and greater Abundance than ufual : The 
Overplus was diftributed among the Spanifh Soldiers ; and he 
conftantly fent Difhes of the greateft Delicacy to Cortex and his 
Captains, all whomhe could call by their refpe@iveNames, an 
he had ftudy’d even their feveral Humours and Difpofitions, and 


knew how to makea proper Ufe of his Obfervations in converfing 
x with 
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with them, and would at Times feafon his Difcourfe with Plea- 
fantry, in fuch 2 Manner as was no Way inconfiftent either 
with Majefty or Decorum. All the Time that he was difengag’d 
from Bufinefs, he paft among the Spaniards ; and was wont to 
fay, That he was not himfelf without them. Evety one en- 
deavour'd to pleafe him, and the Refpeét with which they 
treated him, gave him great Satisfaction. Freedoms and ill 
Manners extremely difgufted him ; and if any one happen’d to 
be faulty that Way, he made the Offender underftand that it 
fhock’d him, and that he was fenfible of his being ill us’d : 
So jealous was he of his Dignity, that he refented, with an ex- 
treme Indignation, fomewhat done in his Prefence by a Spaniard, 
with Defign, as he thought, to affront him, and defir’d the 
Captain of the Guard to employ that Soldier at a greater Di- 
ftance from his Perfon, or order him to be punifh’d if he again 
offerd to appear before him. 

Some Evenings he us'd to play with Cortez at ‘Tololoque, which 
is a Game with little Balls of Gold with which they endea- 
vour’d to ftrike down certain {mall Pins of the fame Metal, ac 
a proportionable Diftance: They play’d for Jewels, or other 
Curiofities, which were loft or won upon Five Marks. Mo- 
tezuma diftributed his Winnings amongft the Spaniards, and 
Cortex gave his to the Emperor's inferior Officers. He would 
fometimes rally Pedro de Alverado, who counted for them, 
for his marking in Favour of Cortez, and reproach’d him after 
a pleafant Manner, for being a bad Reckoner; neverthelefs 
he defir'd him to mark, and take Care to keep a fair Ac- 
count. | | | 

He preferv’d the Sentiments of a Prince, even at Play; re- 
garding the Lofsas an Effect of Hazard, and the Gain asa Re- 
ward of Victory. : : 

They did not omit in thofe private Converfations to introduce 
the Subject of Religion, Cortez difcours’d‘him feveral Times, 
endeavouring with Gentlenefs to make him fenfible of his 
Error. Fryar Bartolemeo de Olmedo feconded his Arguments with 
the like Piety, but with far greater Energy. Donna Marina ve- 
ry carefully interpreted thefe Difcourfes, adding her own private 
Reafons, as a Perfon newly undeceiv’d, who had ftill frefh 
in her Memory the Motives which converted her: But the De- 
vil had got fuch an Afcendant over his Mind, that he fuffer'd 
his own natural Reafon to be fo enflav’d, that no Arguments 
were of Force enough to touch his obdurate Heart. It was not 
known whether he had a Communication with the Devil, : or 
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if he continued to appear to him as ufual, after the Spaniards 
arriv’d at Mexico; on the contrary, it was believ’d as certain, 
that from the firft Appearance of the Cro/f of Chriff in that 
City, all thofe infernal Invocations loft their Force, and the 
Oracles became filent. But that deluded Prince was fo blind 
and abandon’d to his Errors, that he had no Manner of Incli- 
nation to relinguifh them, or to adyantage himfelf by the 
Light which was fet before him: This Hardnefs of Heart was 
perhaps the miferable Effect of his other Vices and Enormi- 
ties, with which he had difpleas'd God ; or a Chaftifement 
for that very Negligence of hearing and not purfuing the 
Truth. 

After Twenty Days, or fomewhat more, the Captain of the 
Guard, who had been fent to the Frontiers of Vera Cruz, re 
turn’d, bringing Qualpopoca, and other Captains of the Army 
Prifoners, who upon Sight of the Royal Signet, had furrenderd 
themfelves without Refiftance. The Prifoners were conducted 
into the Apartment of Motezuma, who, by the Permiffion of 
Cortez, {poke to them, but with Referve; for he was defirous 
they fhould conceal the Order he had given them, and fuffer 
themfelves to be deceiv'd by this exterior Shew of Confidence 
which -he feem’d to repofe in them. The Captain himfelf 
went afterwards with them to the Apartment of Cortez, to 
whom he deliver’d them,. faying on the Part of his Matter, 
That he had fent them to him, that he might find out the 
“ Truth, and, at his own Difcretion, infli€ upon them what 
“ Punifhmenc he thought they deferv’d.” Cortez fhut himfelf 
up with them, and they prefently pleaded Guilty to all their 
Charges, acknowledging, That they had violated the Peace by their 
own Authority; had provok'd the Spaniards of Vera Cruz with their 
Hoftilities, and had procur'd the Death of Arguillo, kill’ d:by their Order 
in cold Blood, tho’. Prifonerof War. All this they contefs’d with- 
out once mentioning that they had any Commiffion for {o,do- 
ing from Motezuma, till perceiving that thePunifhment they had 
been threaten’d with was no Jeft, they endeavour’d to bring him 
in for an Accomplice, in orderto fave their Lives, : But Cortex ut- 


erly refus’d to giveRar,to. that Evafion, treating itasa mere Chi- 


mera and Invention of theirs, merely to excufe themfelves. . They 
were jude’d by a, Court Martial, and receiv d Sentence of Death, 
with the Circumftance of having their, Bodies publickly burn’d 
before the Royal Palace, as Criminals who had incurr'd: the Pe- 
nalty of High Treafon....»), ye] sastbarkah cua 
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Meafures were immediately taken for the Execution, it being 
thought neceflary not to delay ic: But Cortez fearing Mo- 
texuma’s Refentment, and that he might endeavour to defend thofe 
who were to die for having executed his Orders, refolv’d to ter- 
rify him, by fome daring Agtion, which fhould have threatening 
Appearances, and remind him of the Subjection in which he 
was. To this Purpofe he bethonght himfelf of another bold 
Stroke, to which he was certainly induc’d by the great Facility 
with which he depriv’d him of his Liberty, and the unexpected 
Patience with which he bore his, Confinement, | He orderd 
fome of thofe Fetters to be brought which they usd co carry 
with them for Criminals, and with, thofe, carry’d openly in the 
Hands of a Soldier, Cortez came into the Prefence of Motezuma, 
and with him came Donna Marina, and Three or Four of his Cap- 
tains, He did not omit the Refpeéts with which he was wont 
ro accofthim ; but raifing his Voice, and with more Earneft- 
ne{s in his Countenance than ordinary, he told him, “ That 
“*' Qualpopoca, and the other Delinquents, now condemn’d to 
<< f{uffer Death, had confefs'd their Crime, and had been found 
“ deferving of the Sentence ; but added, that they had accus’d 
“ him, afhrming they-had acted wholly by yhis Orders ; and 
that therefore ic was neceflary that he thould expiate, for 
‘thofe ftrong Prefumprions by fome perfonal Mortification : 
And that Kings, tho? they werenot liable to ordinary Punifhe 
ments, were yet{ubject co a fuperior Law, which commands 
« -Crowns, and ought,.in {ome Refpects, to imitate the,Guilty, 
£©.when-they found themfelves,culpable, and were defirous to 
“ facisfy Divine, Juftice.” Having faid this, he commanded, with 
an Aitof Authority and Refolution, that they fhould put Mo- 
tegumd in. Fetters, ‘without fuffering any Reply ;and leaving 
Aim in that ‘Condition, turn’d:his Back .and recird .toj his Apart- 
ment, giving frefh Orders ,to his ,Guards, that for the prejent 
they fhould not fuffer,him,co have ,any Manner of Commu- 
nication with, his Minifters. i, \ itis paahce) 

-5 So great was the Aftonifhment, of .Moteznma; to. fee ; himfelf 
treated with fo much Ignominy,. chat, at;firft.he wanted Farce 
“to refift, andjafterwards Speech, to,.complain: .,He remaind a 
good while. like one infenfible ;,and ‘his Servants who accended 
him, accompany’d his Grief ;with, Lamentation, without, preft- 
aming to {peak ;, throwing themfelves,at- his Feet, ..co-bear the 
Weight of his Fetters.. He recover;dtrom his fart Confufion,and 


gad bo 


iAmazement, .and began to,break out into Impatience, bug ifoon 


_put.a Curb upon, himielfs,and attributing the unhappy Circum- 
- inom 2 


ftances, 
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ftances, to which he was reduc’d, to the Will of his Gods, 
waited the Event, not without Apprehenfions that his Life was 
in Danger: But foon recalling to Mind who he was, he intre- 
pidly expected his Fate. 

Cortez loft no Time in the Execution of what he had tre. 
folv’d upon. The Criminals were brought forth to receive 
their Punifhment ; all neceffary Precautions having firft been 
taken, to prevent any Oppofition that might be made. The 
Execution was perform’d in Sight of an innumerable Concourfe 
of People, not fo much as one diforder’d Voice being heard, 
nor was there the leaft Ground for Jealoufy. The People were 
feiz’d with a Terror, which was mix’d with Admiration and 
Refpe&t. They greatly wonder’d at the Authority thofe Stran- 
gers aflum’d, who, at the moft, ought to have behav’d them- 
felves only as Embaffadors from another Prince: But they did 
not prefume to call their Power in queftion, feeing it was efta- | 
blifh'd with their own Soveraign’s Approbation, which was the 
Reafon that they flock’d in Crowds to behold that Spectacle, 
with a Kind of mortify’d Sedatenefs, or rather Infenfibility, | 
which, without knowing in what it confifted, gave Way to Fear. 
It was of great Help, on this Occafion, that the Invafion of 
Qualpopoca was ill receiv’d among the Mexicans, and that he had 
aggravated his ‘Crime, and render’d it far more horrible, by 
having had the Prefumption to charge his Soveraign as an 
Accomplice, which paffed as a Thing incredible, and even 
had the Accufation been true, fhould have been punifh’d as in- | 
folent and f{editious. This Execution muft be regarded as the © 
Third bold Aétion of Cortez, which was effected, as has 
been obferv’d, upon very irregular Principles: He had de- — 
termind upon it, and had thought it very convenient, and 
not impoffible. He knew the Genius of the People he had to 
deal with, and was no Stranger to the Value of the great 
Pledge he had in his Power, whatfoever might happen. Let 
us leave him to the Ufe of his own Reafon, or at leaft not 
bring it into the Judgment of the Hiftory, contenting ourfelves 
with relating the Fact as it pafs’d, which, after being executed, 
prov’d of great Confequence for the Security of the Spaniards 
at Vera Cruz, and ftifled, at chat Time, thofe Rumours which 
began to difturb the Mexican Nobility. ft 

Cortez immediately return’d to the Emperor's Apartment, 
and, with a chearful Countenance, courteoufly addrefs’d him, 
faying, “‘ The Traytors, My Lord, who have been fo bold 
** as to blemifh your Character, have receiv’d condign Punifh- 

a | ment ; 
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“ ment; and you yourfelf have fufficiently comply’d with 
“ your. Obligation, by fubmiteing to the Juftice of God, with 
“ this little Incermiffion of your Liberty.” Then immediately 
he order’d the Fetters to be taken off, or as fome Authors re- 
port, he put himfelf on his Knees, and took them off with 
his own Hands: And it is probable, that, out of his innate 
Prudence, he might endeavour, with fuch a Piece of Courtely, 
to give a greater Recommendation to the Redrefs of his ill 
Treatment. Motezuma receiv 'd that Part of his Liberty with a 
tumultuous Joy. He embrac’d Cortex’ Two or Three Times, 
and feem’d as if he would never have done with his thankful 
Acknowledgments. | : 

Then they both fat down, and enter’d inté amicable Con- 
verfation, and Cortez usd another Piece of Policy with him, be- 
ing what he was continually meditating upon; for he order’d all 
the Guards to retire, and gave him to underftand, that when- 
ever he pleas’d he might return to his Palace, the Caufe of his 
Detenfion being now taken off. This Offer he made him, as 
being very fure he would not accept it; for he had frequently 
heard him firmly and refolutely declare, That ic was by no 
Means convenient for him to think of returning to his Pa- 
lace, or of leaving the Spaniards, till fuch Time as they fhould 
retire from his Cort; for that he fhould gtearly fuffer in his 
Reputation, when it fhould be known amongtt his Vaffals, that 
he had receiv’d Liberty from a foreign Hand. A Thought 
which has been fince father’d upon Moteztima as his own, but 
was indeed influenc’d into him by Donna Marina and {ome Cap- 
tains, who reprefented that to him at the Inftance of Cortez, 
who made Ufe of his own Reafon of State, to hold him more 
Secure in Prifon, But_at this Time, Motezwma knowing what 
Cortex, meant by that Offer) quitted the firft Motive as foreign 
to his prefent Purpofe, and made Ufe of another more art- 
ful ; for he anfwerd, “ That he was very much oblig’d to 
** him for the Intention he had to reftore him to his Palace ; 
‘ but that he had taken a Refolution to continue where he 
“was, out of Regard to the Spaniards ; for he knew very well, 
“ that afloon as he fhould be in his Palace, his Nobility and 
““ Minifters would prefs him to take up Arms againft them, 
“ for a Satisfaction of the Wrong he had receiv’d.” By thefe 
Means he defir’d they fhould underftand, that he was con- 
tented to remain in Prifon for their Security, and to protect 
them with his Authority. Cortez prais’d his Defign, and made 
Acknowledgments for the Care he had of them, as if he in- 

Gg tirely 
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tirely believ’d all he faid. They both remain’d fatisfy’d with 


their dexterous Management, believing they underftood each 
other perfectly well; and, for their mutual Conveniency, fuf- 
fer’d themfelves to be deceiv’d, with that Sort of Cunning, or 
Diffimulation, which Politicians place among the Myfteries of 
Prudence, beftowing the Name of Virtue upon that which 
indeed is nothing but Artifice and Policy. 


The End of the Third Book. 


Of the CONQUEST of 
MEXICO, or NEW SPAIN 


BOOK IV 


eatin vats tr ds 


MorEzuMa # permitted to be feen in publick, go. 
| ing out tothe Temples and Recreations. Cortez 
takes fome neceffary Precautions. The Spaniards 
are in Doubt, at this T'ime, whether they fhould over- 


throw the Idols of Mexico, or wait for a properer 
Occafton. : 


“OH ROM this Day forward Motezuma remain’d a 
ism] Voluntary Prifoner of the Spaniards, and was be- 
CE lov’d. of all for his Courtefy and Liberality. 
| His own Servants and Attendants had been hi- 
es = therto unacquainted with his Gentlenefs and 
Moderation, as being Virtues he had acquird by his Conver- 
_ fation with Strangers, and far from his own natural Temper. 
_ He very often confirm’d the Sincerity of his Mind, both by 
Words and Actions : And when he thought he had fecur'd and 
merited the Confidence of Cortez, he refolv’d to try him, asking 
_ his Permiffion to vific fome of his Temples, giving his Word 
— he would return punctually to his Prifon, for fo he us'd to call 
it when none of his own People were prefent : He acquainted 


him, 
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him, “ That he defir'd now for his own Conveniency, and 
“« for the fake of the Spaniards chemfelves, to fhew himfelf to 
“his Subjeé&ts ; for that they began to furmife, that he was 
© detain’d inthat Confinementby Force, feeing the Caufe of his 
“ Detenfion was ceas’d by the Punifhment of Qualpopoca, And 
“ that ic was to be fear’d, fome Commotion, more than bares 
apa popular, might happen, if he did not fpeedily prevent it 
“ By this Mark of his Liberty.” Hernan Cortez fenfible how 
much he was in the right, and defirous likewife co humour 
the Mexicans, anfwer’d freely and courteoufly, “That he might 
““ go when, and wherever he pleasd, and that he attributed his 
‘ making fuch a Requelft to the Excefs of his Goodnefs, feeing 
‘ both himfelf and all his People, were intirely at his Services 
“ but that he joyfully accepted the Prothife he made him of 
“ not changing his Place of Refidence, as one extremely defi- 
< yousnotto be deprivd of the Honour he had receiv'd.” 

His Purpofe to vifit the Temples caufed fome Scruples in 
the General; but to make the beft Conditions he could, he 
obrain’d of him to abolifh-all human Sacrifices from that Day ; 
contenting himfelf with this Part of the Remedy, fince it was 
not yet Time to go about to endeavour a total Reformation of 
their Errors ; and where we cannot make Ufe of the beft Means 
it is Prudence to divide the Difficulty, and overcome Incon- 
veniencies by Degrees. Motezuma confented to this, effectually 
prohibiting thofe Sorts of Sacrifices in all the Temples: And 
tho’ it may 
ply’d with, ‘yet it is certain, 


“A 


A 


ee 


that nothing like it was aéted in 


be doubted, whether that Order was exactly com- — 


publick; and ifthey ever did perform them, it was with their 


Gates fhut, as if they were doing 
and unlawful. 


fomething that was criminal | 


His firft Sally was tothe principal Temple of the City, with — 


his accuftom’d Pomp and Attendance: He took fome Spa- 
niards along with him, calling them himfelf, by Way of Pre- 
vention, toavoid the Shame of having them order’d to attend 
him either as Guards or Witnefles of his Actions. The People 
celebrated this Firft Appearance of their Soveraign with great 
Aeclamations of Joy. Every one ftrove with Emulation. to 
exprefs the general Satisfaction by fuch publick Applaules: 
Not that they truly lov'd him, or that they had forgot the Op- 
preffions under which they labour'd ; bur at this ‘Lime Duty 
vot the bettét of their Inclinations, and a Crown has its In- 
fluence, alcho’ it be upon the Head of a Tyrant. He receiv d. 
their Acclamations with an Air of Majefty, and was, chat Day, 
very liberal in beftowing Favours upon his Nobles, and likewile 
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in diftributing Gifts among the Populace. He afterwards went 
up to the Temple, refting on the Arms of the Priefts, and 
having comply’d with fome of the leaft {candalous Rites of 
his Worfhip, return’d to the Quarters, where he again com- 
plimented the Spaniards, declaring, ‘‘ That the Satisfaction he had 
“in refiding among them, made him no lefs defirous to re 
turn, than the Difcharge of his Promife. 
He continued to go Abroad when he pleas’d, without atiy 
Thing extraordinary happening, fometimes to the Palace where 
he kept his Wives, at other Times to his Temples, and Pleafure- 
Houfes, always ufing the Ceremony of asking Leave of Cortez, 
or taking him along with him, when what he went about 
would decently admit of his Company ; but he never lay a 
Night out of the Quarters, nor fo much as once mention’d 
the changing of his Habitation ; on the contrary the Mexicans 
began to look upon this Perfeverance of their Emperor's as 
the Effect of his Love to the Spaniards : So that now the Mini- 
fters and Nobles of the City vificed Cortez, making Ufe of his 
Intereft to gain their Pretenfions ; and all the Spaniards, that 
were more particularly efteemed by Cortez, were both prefented 
and flatter'd : The common Method of all Courts; where by 
Intreaties and Addrefles, thofe Idols call’d the Prince’s Favourites, 
are in a Manner worfhipped. 3 
During this Tranquillity, Cortez did not neglect thofe Pre- 
cautions which were thought conducive to his Security, nor to 
forward thofe high Defigns which were forming in his Mind, 
tho as yet without any determinate Objeét, or knowing whi- 
ther the obfcure Flattery of his Hopes would carry him. Im- 
mediately upon the Vacancy of the Government of Vera Cruz, 
by the Death of Fuan de E/calante, and that the Ways were clear'd 
from Danger by the Punifhment of the Criminals, he nam’d 
Captain Gonzalo de Sandoval for that Employment : And becaule, 
in the prefent Pofture of Affairs, he would not part with {fo fer- 
viceable a Commander, he fent in Quality of his Lieutenant, 
certain private Soldier, nam’d Alonfo de Grado, a Man of Senfe 
and Ability, but of an unquiet turbulent Spirit, one of thofe 
who had diftinguifh’d themfelves in the paft Difturbances. It 
was believd, he gave him that Employment both to fatisty 
him, and to get him out of the Way : But it was no found 
Point of Policy to put a Perfon fo little to be depended on, ina 
Place that was kept for a Retreat, and againft any Attempts 
which might be fear'd from the Ifle of Cuba. His Affiftance 
in that Port might have provd a great Convenience, if the 
Vellels which Diego Velafquex had fet out in Profecution of his 
Hh in 
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ancient Claim had arriv’d a little fooner: But Alonfo de Grado 
him(elf, by his own'Proceedings, rectify'd the Error of lis’ Ele- 
ion: For ina few Days after) there were fo many Complaints 
fent from the Inhabitants, and the Towns thereabouts, that ic 
was neceflary to bring him away Prifoner, and to fend the 
Governor himfelf. © | 
Upon the Occafions of thefe Journeys to and fro, Hernan 
Cortez order’d, That they fhould bring fome Cordage, Sails, 
Nails, and other Spoils of the Ships which had been bor d, 
with a Defign to:build two Brigantines, that he might com- 
mand the Pallage of the Lake; for he could not put out of 
his Mind thofe broken Expreflions which the Tla/calans’ had 
heard concerning: cutting away the Bridges, and ruining the 
Caufeys. He brought it about, fo ‘that Motezwma himfelf 
defir’d it, with the Pretence of feeing the Nature of the large 
Embarcations ufed in Spain, ‘and the great Eafe with which 
they mov’d, the Wind doing the Service of Oars 5a Curiofity 
which intirely furpafs’d their Imagination, nor could they ever 
comprehend without ocular Demonftration, becaule the Mexi- 
cans were wholly ignorant of the Ufe of Sails, and thought it 
would be a great'Conveniency, and redound very much to 
their Advantage; to have their Mariners inftructed in this Ait. 
It was not Tong before all that had been fent’ for, from Vera 
Cruz, arriv’d ; andthe Building of the’ Veflels was begun: by 
fome Artifts of that Profeffion, who had lifted in the Army 
for Soldiers: The Carpenters of the City cutting and bringing 
the Timber by Motezuma’s Order; fo that in a few Days the 
Brigantines were finifhd, and the Emperor himfelf refolv'd'to 
make the firft Trial, embarking with the Spaniards, that he 
might take a nearer View of the furprizing Curiofity of that 
Sort of Navigation. For this Purpofe he pitch’d upon one of 
their moft folemn Hunting Days, in a Place where the Lake runs 
within the Land, that he might have Time enough for his Ob- 
fervations: And on the Day appointed, all the Canoes belong- 
ing to the Royal Equipage were early in the Morning upon 
the Lake, with his whole Family, Retinue, and Hunt{men, re- 
inforcing the Number of Rowers, and ordering them to ex- 
ert themfelves, not without a Prefumption that they fhould 
‘gain Credit by their Lightnefs, to the Difgrace of the Spanifh 
Veflels, which, in their Opinions, were heavy, and difficult to 
govern: But it was not long before they were undeceiv'd ; for 
the Brigantines fet out with Sails and Oars, opportunely fa+ 
vourd by the Wind, and left the Canoes a long Way behind, 
to the great- Admiration’ of the Indigns. This was a Day 
5190 | | great 
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great Diverfion to the Spaniards, as well: for the Novelty and 


Manner of Hunting, as-for Coftlinefs.and Magnificence of the 
Banquets: And Motexuma took great Pleafure in rallying his 
Rowers for their vain Endeavours to. come up with the Bri- 
gantines, and glory’d in the Victory of the Spaniards as his own. 
After their Return, the whole City went out in Shoals co be- 
hold thofe floating Houfes, as they term’d them in their Lan- 
guage. The Novelty of the Thing had its ordinary Effects, 
and above all, the Indians admir'd the Management of the Ruc- 
der, and the Sails, which to their thinking, commanded both 


‘the Water and the Wind: An Invention, which the moft ju- 
 dicions among them admir’d.as a Dexterity intirely beyond 
their Comprehenfion, and the Vulgar, as an Art more than 


Natural, and a: Dominion over the Elements themfelves. ‘The 


| Refult of all was, that thofe Brigantines, which were buile with 


a greater View, were much applauded; and the prudenc Fore- 
fight of Cortex had this happy Effeét, Thar he did what was 
neceflary, and gain’d great Reputation. | 

At the fame Time, ‘he was laying fuch other Schemes as 
his active Vigilance dictated.,| He introduc'd, in Difcourfe with 
Motezuma, and his) Nobles who came to vifit him, the Greatnefs 
of his Soveraign; extolling his Clemency, and aggrandizing 


his Power; gaining them to his:Opinion,’ with {fo much Ad- 
— drefs, that they began generally to defire the Alliance he pro- 


_ pos'd, and an eftablifh’d:‘Commerce with the Spaniards, as the 
— Intereft of the Mexican Monarchy. He likewife. made fome 


important Difcoveries by: Way of Converfation, and pure Cu- 
riofity. He informed himilelf very particularly of the Strength 


and Extent of the Mexican Empire; of its Provinces, Con- 
fines, Mountains, Rivers, and principal Mines: Of the Di- 


ftances of both Seas, their Qualities, Roads, and Harbours: 
‘And he was fo far from exprefling the leaft Concern about his 


| Obfervations and Inquifitivenels, that Motezuma, for his bet- 
ter Information, and to gratify his Curiofitry,.order'd his 


| Painter,with the Affiftance of skilful People, to draw out ail his 
_ Dominions on a Piece of Cloth, like our Maps, which fhew'd him 
every Particular that was worth taking Notice.of He alfo 
| permitted fome Spaniards to go and take a View of the moft 
celebrated Mines, as likewife of the Ports and Bays which were 


capable of Shipping. This Hernan Cortez, propos d to him, 
under Pretext of carrying a diftin& Relation to his Prince of 
every Thing that was remarkable; to which Motezuma did not . 
only give his Confent, but order'd fome of his, Soldiers to ac- 
company them, and difpatch’d Orders that they fhould Pap 
3 ree 
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free Admittance, and be inftruéted in whatever they defird 
to know; a convincing Sign that he had no Sufpicion, and 
that his Tongue and Heart went together. But at this. very 
Jun@ture, when the Spaniards had moft Reafon to avoid ftarting 
any Innovations, as pernicious and dangerous to publick Quiet, 
and good Underftanding between them and the Mexicans, our 
Hiftorians mention a Refolution of theirs, fo intirely prepofte- 
rous and inconfiftent with the reft of their Actions, and fo 
very unfeafonable, that we are inclin’d to call the Truth of ir 
in Queftion, notwithftanding we have no fufficient Reafons to 
omit it. Bernal Diaz del Caftillo fays, as does likewife Franeifco 
Lopex, de Gemara, agreeing sometimes in that which was moft 
unlikely, That they had refolv'd to overthrow all the Idols of 
Mexico, and to turn the principal Temple into a Church : That 
they fally’d out to put in Execution what they determin’d, not- 
withftanding Motexuma refitted, and endeavourd to hinder 
them: That the Priefts took up Arms, and the whole City 
rofe in Defence of their Gods: That the Conteft lafted, with- 
out coming to Blows, till fuch Time, as for the Publick Quier, 
the Idols were fuffer’'d to remain in their Places ; and a Chappel 
was cleans’d, and an Altar ereéted within the fame Temple, 
where they plac’d the Crofs of Curis, and the Image of 
His moft bleffed Mother: Ma/s was fung with great Solemni- 
nity, and the Altar continu’d many Days , the very Priefts 
of the Idols taking Care to keep it neat, and to adorn it. And 
this Account Antonio de Herrera likewife gives, but differs from 
both thofe Authors, by adding fome Circumftances which pals 
the Limits of Embellifhment, if {uch Rhetorick may be al- 
low’d an Hiftorian: For he defcribes a Proceffion of the Spa- 
niards all in Arms, which was made, in order to condué the 
holy Images tothe Temple; pens the very fame Speech that 
Cortez. made, or rather that which he would perfuade us he 
made before the Crucifix ; and recounts a Kind of Miracle his 
Devotion produc’d; taking upon him to fay, on what Foun- 
dation we know not, That a little after, the Mexicans muti- 
ny'd upon Account of the Want of Rain to refrefh their parchd 
Fields : That they came to Cortez in a tumultuous Manner, com- 
plaining, that their Gods refus’d to fend them any Rain, be- 
caufe he had introduc’d ftrange Deities into their Temples: 
And that to appeafe thofe feditious People, he promis’d them, 
on the Part of his God, a plentiful Shower of Rain within a 
: few Hours, which Promife Heaven punétually made good, to 
the great Admiration of Motezuma, and the whole City. 


We 
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We fhall not touch upon the Engagement he laid himfelf 
under, by promifing Miracles to Infidels for Proof of the Truth 
of Religion, which might poffibly have happen’d thro’ the 
Vehemence of his Zeal; nor fhall we wonder at the miracu- 
lous Succefs: For he might likewife have had, at that Juncture, 
fome Spark of that lively Faith which merits and performs Mi- 
racles. But the very Action itfelf is fo diflonant; fo extremely 
repugnant to Reafon, that it is dificult to believe it any way 
confiftent, either with the Warinefs and Character of Cortex, 
or the Difpofition and Learning of Fryar Bartolomé de Olmedo. 
But fuppofe the Action of overthrowing all the Idols of 
Mexico had {ucceeded at that. Time, and after the Manner re- 
lated ; fince it is fometimes ]awful for an Hiftorian to pafs his 
Judgment upon the Facts he relates; we find in this feveral 
Objections which oblige us, at leaft, to doubt the Certainty of 
fuch a Determination, in fo populous a City, where it might 
reafonably be held impoffible to effeét what was found fo diffi- 
cult in Cozamel. They were upon a good Footing with More- 
zuma: All the Security they enjoy’d depended wholly upon his 
Favour: He had not given them the leaft Hopes of admitting 
the Gofpel; but on the contrary was inflexible, and obftinare 
in his Idolatry. The Mexicans, befides the Bigottry with which 
they worfhipp’d their Idols, and defended their Errors, were 
very much difposd to difturb the Spaniards. What Prudence 


then could there be in undertaking fo unfeafonable an Affair 


_ againft the Inclination of Motezuma? If we look toward the 


Views with which it was pretended to have been done, we fhall 
find them intirely ufelefs, and inconfiftent with Reafon. To 
begin the Converfion and Undeceiving of Idolaters by deftroying 
their Idols: To regard an unprofitable outfide Shewas the Tri- 
umph of Religion: To place the holy Images in a Place un- 


_ clean and deteftable; leaving them to the Difpofal of Pagan 


_ Priefts, expos’d to Irreverence, Profanenefs, and Sacrilege: And 
_taftly, co celebrate, amongft the Reprefentations of the Devil, 


the ineffable Sacrifice of the Mafs. Antonio de Herrera qualifies 


—thefe Undertakings with the Title of memorable Aétions. Let 
thofe judge who fhall read it: We for our Parts do not find 


any proper Reafon, either Politick or Chriftian, to folve fo 
many Inconveniencies. So leaving this Point of the Story 
doubtful and undecided, we fhall only add, that we had much 
rather, that either thefe Irregularities had never happen’d after the 
Manner they are related, or that incredible Truths had never 


been admitted in Hiltory. 


11 Oe hight 
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A Confpivacy which was forming agaift the Spa- 
niards, by the King of Yezcuco,  difcoverd; 
and Morezuma, partly by hws own Vigzlance, 
and partly by the Advice of CoRT Hz, quells it, 
and chaftifes the Author. 


GEE ROM the very firft Beginnings of this Enterprize 
of the Spaniards, the Variety of Accidents they met 
© with was very remarkable; Profperity and its Con- 
* trary alternately attending their Undertakings. Some- 
times Hope was abfolute, and made Difficulties give Way; and 
at other Times Dangers fprang from Security itfelf: All human 
Deficns, and their Succelies, being fubje& to this Condition, 
being fo link’d together, that with little Intermiffion they fuc- 
ceed each other;- and we ought to believe, that this Inftability 
of Eatthly Things is neceflary to correct our intemperate Paf- 
fions. | 

The blind Gentiles plac’d this unaccountable Series of Va- 
ricty in an imaginary Wheel, which was form’d by a Chaining 
together of good and bad Succefs, and was turn’d withoug 
Defign, by a certain Phantafm, which they call’d Fortune ; at- 
tributing, by that Notion, to mere Chance every Thing they 
defir’d, or fear’d, it being, in Truth, the wife Difpofition of 
Divine Providence, that the Felicities and Misfortunes of the 
World fhould not continue long in the fame Station ; that Man- 
kind may enjoy the one with Moderation, may bear the other 
with Patience, and elevate their Minds to the Search of what is 
more ftable and fubftantial in the Regions of Eternity. | 

The Spaniards already found themfelves {ufficiently fecur’d of 
the Favour of Motezuma, and of the Efteem of the Mexicans: 
But at the fame Time that they enjoy’d this favourable Tran- 
guillity, there arofe a frefh Storm, which endanger’d all the 
Precautions of Cortez, and was occafion’d by Cacumazin, the 
Emperors Nephew, King of Tezcuco, and firft Elector of the 
Empire. He was an inconfiderate, hot-headed Youth, rafh, 
and of little Judgment, who being over-rul’d by his Ama 
3 a 
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had determin’d to make his Name famous amoneft the Tidians, 
by declaring himfelf againft the Spaniards, with the Pretence of 
fecting the Emperor at Liberty: His Rank, Dignity, and high 
Blood gave him: Hopes’ of attaining the Empire ae che firlt 
Election: And he flatter’d himéelf, that his Sword being once 
drawn, he might have a Chance to reach the Crown. His Giri 
Care was to endeavour to blacken and to difcredit Motezuma 
with his People, upbraiding his Pufilanimity and Meannefs of 
Spirit with which he fuffer'd that inglorious SubjeGtion. ‘Then 
he accus'd the Spaniards, reprefenting, in the blackeft Colours, 
the Violence they did the Emperor, the great Intereft they 
were gaining in the Government, and the Foundations they 
were laying of a Tyranny, without pafling by any one 
Particular which might render them odious and defpicable. 
The next Step he took was to fow the fame Seeds of Sedition 
among{t the reft of the petty Kings of the Lake: And finding 
their Minds fufficiently difpos’d to an Infurrection, he refolv’d 
to put his Defigns in Execution ; to which Purpofe he call’d 
a Council of all his Friends and Relations, which he fecretly 
held in his Palace. There were prefenc at the Aflembly the 
Kings of Cuyocan, Iztapalapa, Tacuba, and Mataleingo, with other 
Cagiques of the adjacent Countries, all Perfons of DiftinGion 
and Intereft, who had the Command of numerous Bodies of 
Fighting Men, and valu'd themfelves upon their Experience in 
Military Affairs; * | 

He made them an Harangue, fupported with the Appearance 
of Reafon, and with a Shew of Zeal for the Publick, conceal- 
ing his hidden Defigns: He confider’d the prefent Condition 
of the Emperor, feerningly forgetful of his own Liberty, and 
{poke warmly of the Obligation they all lay under, to unite 
like loyal Subje&ts and Vaffals, to deliver him from that inglo- 


rious Bondage. He artfully brought in the Proximity of Blood, 


which oblig'd him to intereft himfelf in what regarded his 


| Uncle. And turning his Difcourfe upon the Spaniards ; What 


wit we wait for Friends, and Kinfmen, {aid he, that we open not 


our Eyes to behold the Reproach of our Nation, and oir fhameful Suf- 
ferings ? Shall we, who are born to bear Arms, and who place our greateft 
Felicity in the Terror we infpire our Enemies withal, fhall we, I fay, fPoop 
our Necks to the diferaceful Yoke of a few wandering Strangers 2 What 
are all thew daring and prefumptions AGions but fo many Reproaches 
of our Effeminacy, and purely founded upon the Contempt they have of 
ws® Let us but ferioufly confider what they have atchieved in a few 


Days, and we fhall firft be Jenfible of our own Shame, and: next of the 
Obligation we lye under. They have prefumptuou/ly intruded themfelves 


into 
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into the Court of Mexico, being become infolent by having obtaind Four 
Battels, in which the {mall Refiftance they met with from their Enemies 
made them valiant. They have enter'd triumphantly into the City, in 
Despite of our King, and contrary to the Incliation of the Nobility 
and Miniftry. They have introduc’d Rebels, and our profe/S'd Enemies, 
and keep them in Arms before our Eyes; and by fo doing increafe the 
Vanity of the Tlafcallans, and trample under Foot the Glory of the 
Mexicans. They have taken away the Life of a General of the Em- 
pire, by a publick and ignominious Execution, audacioufly exercifing the 
Furifdiction of Magiftrates, and the Authority of Legiflators, im Domi- 
nions wherein they are mere Strangers. And laftly, they have the Perfon 
of the Great Motezuma in their Quarters, violently forcing him from 
his Palace ; and not content to place Guards upon him in our very 
Sight, they have proceeded to offer Outrage to his Royal Perfon, by put- 
ting the fame Irons upon his. Legs with which their moft infamous Cri- 
minals are wont to be fetter'd. ‘That this is true, we are all fenpible ; 
but who will there be found to believe it, without giving the Lye to hw 
own Eyes? An infamous Truth it is, and which ought to be pafs d over, 
or rather buried in perpetual Oblivion! Well then, what detains you noble 
and illuftrions Mexicans ? Your King a Prifoner and you patient and 
unarmed Spectators ! "This Appearance of Liberty which you fee him en- 
j2) for fome Days paft, ts not Liberty, but a deceitful Step, by which he 
has infenfibly pafS d to a more indecent Servitude. ‘They have tyranmiz d 
over his very Heart, and made themfelves Mafters of his Will, which is 
the moft ignoble Bondage a Prince can undergo. "They are the Men who 
govern and command us; for the Perfon who ought to command us s a 
Vafjal to them. You now bebold him fupinely negligent of the Conferva= 
tion of his Dominions, regardlefs of the Defence of his Laws, Religion, 
and his wonted Princely Refolution converted into fervile Abjection : We, 
whofe Names and Power are fo great in the Mexican Empire, mujt, with 
our utmoft Strength endeavour to prevent its Ruin. What concerns ws all 
to do, is, to unite our Forces, compleat the Ruin of thefe Strangers, 
and fet our Soveraign at Liberty. If we fhall difpleafe him,by not obeying 
him fo ftriétly in what we know to be contrary to his Intereft, he will be 
fenjible of the Goodnefs of the Remedy, when he fhall find himfelf de- 
liver'd from the Evil. If it fhould prove otherwife, Mexico has Men 
whofe Temples will verywell fit a Crown 5 and he will not be the firft of 
our Kings, who for not knowing how to reign, or by reigning negligently, 
has let the Scepter drop out of bis Hands. | 
Cacumazin deliver'd himfelf after this Manner, and with fo 
much Warmth, that the whole Affembly followed his Opinion ; 
breaking out into great Menaces againft the Spaniards, and of 
fering to ferve perfonally in that A@tion. Only the Cazique 
of Matalcingo, who was in the fame Degree of Confanguinity 
to 
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to Motezwma, and.not without his. Pretenfions to the Crown, 
underftood the :Drift of the Propofal, and did his Endeavour 
to fruftrate the Defigns of his Competitor, by faying, That he 


held it more neceffary, and agreeable to the Obligation of all, to acquaint 


Motezuma with what they defign’d, and firft take his Leave ; fince it 
would be very wrong in them to attack aPlace wherein he refided, with- 
out firft putting bis Perfon im Security, as well for the Danger his Life 
might be in, as for the Difreputation of deftroying thofe Strangers under 
the Protection of their Soveraign.. The greateft Part of the Con- 
eregation contradicted this Propofition as impracticable : Cacu- 
mazin let fall fome biting Expreffions, which the other bore, not 
to difcompofe his Hopes. Then their Council broke up, ha- 
ving appointed the Day, concerted the Manner, and recom- 
mended an inviolable Secrecy to all. | 

Motezuma and Cortex had both Notice of this Confpiracy, al- 
moft at the fame Time : Motezuma by a private Hand, which 
was fuppos’d to be the King of Matalcingo; and Cortez by the 
Intelligence of his Spies and Confidents. They fought each 
other to communicate the News they had receiv'd, and Mote- 
zuma had the good Fortune to fpeak firft, clearing himfelf from 
all Sufpicion by fuch a convincing Proof of his Integrity. He 
inform’d Cortez of all that had been tranfacted; exprefs'd a vio- 
lent Indignation both againft his Nephew, the King of Tezcuco, 
and all the reft of the Confpirators, and propos'd to chaftife 
them with all the Rigour they deferv’d. But Cortez, giving him 
to underftand, that he knew the whole Affair, intimating fome 
Circumftances which left him no Room to doubt, an{wer'd, 
‘That be was very much concern’d to have been the Occafion of fuch a Di- 
frurbance amongft his Vaffals, and for that Reafon found himfeif oblig’d 
to take upon bimfelf the Remedy : That he was therefore come to ask his 
Leave to march immediately with his Spaniards to Tezcuco, and put a 
Stop to this Mifchief before it grew to a Head, by brmgmg Cacu- 
mazin Prifoner, before be fhould join his Confederates, and oblige them 
to have Recourfe to more violent Remedies. . 

Motezuma would not admit of this Propofal, but on the con- 
trary abfolutely rejected it, as well knowing what a Diminution 
it would be to his Power and Authority, if he made Ue of Fo- 
reign Arms to chaftife Attempts of this Nature in Perfons of 
that Rank. He therefore defir'd him, for his Sake, to diflem- 
ble his Refentment, and told him, as his final Refolution, That 
he would not confent, neither was it convenient that either bimfelf 
or any of his People fhould make the leat Motion, left fuch a Pro- 
ceeding might increafe the Peoples Hatred to them, and render them 
more obj/tinate in infifting upon the Spaniards Removal from his 
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Court 5 but that they fhould rather help to fubje€t thofe Rebels, by 
afifting him with their Counfel, and by atting, if there was Occafion, 
as Mediators. , Lf (10 (07 

He was of Opinion that it would be beft firft to try gentle 
Means, and that the Dependance his Nephew had on him 
would eafily bring him to Reafon, by reminding him of the 
Obligations he lay under, and by inducing him to enter into 
an amicable Correfpondence with the Spaniards. To which 
Purpofe he fent for him 4 one of his principal Attendants, 
who acquainted him with the Order he brought from the Em- 
peror, and told him on the Part of Cortez, That he defired bis 
Friend{hip, and to have him nearer that he might make bim Jenfible of it. 
But he, who had now caft off all Obedience, and confulted no- 
thing but his Ambition, with the Arrogance and Difrefpec 
of one abandon’d, and precipitately bent upon his own Ruin, 
return’d the Emperor a moft infolent Anfwer, and treated 
Cortex with fo much Haughtinefs and Contempt, that he made 
frefh Inftances to Motezuma for Permiffion to chaftife him; 
which Propofal was a fecond Time rejected by the Emperor, 
who cold him, That this was one of thofe Cafes, which rather requir'd 
the Afiftance of the Head than of the Hands; and that he fhould 
leave it to him to manage according to the Experience, and Know 


= 


ledge he had of thofe Extravagancies, and of the Source from whence 
they proceeded. 

He carried himfelfafterwards with great Refervednels amoneft 
his Minifters, feemingly contemning the Offence to induce the 
Offender to be lefs circum{pe& ; to which Purpofe he told them, 
That he look’d on this bold Undertaking of his Nephew, as the Heat of 
Youth, and the firft Motions of a Man without Confideration. But at 
the fame Time he form’d a fecret Confpiracy againft the Con- 
{piracor himfelf; making Ufe of fome of his own Servants, who 
were either truly fenfible of their Duty, or were gain’d by the 
help of Gifts and Promifes; by whofe Means he contriv’d it fo, 
that Cacumazin was affaulted one Night in his Houfe, embark’d 
on a Canoe, that was ready prepard, and brought Prifoner to 
Mexico,without his being able to make anyRefiftance. It was then 
that Motezuma difcover’d all his diffembled Anger, and without 
permitting that unhappy Prince to appear before him, or giving 
Room for any of his Excufes, he commanded, with the Ap- 
probation and Concurrence of Cortez, that he fhould be puc 
into the clofeft Prifon of the Nobles ; treating him as a Cri- 
minal who had committed an unpardonable Offence, and was 
to fuffer capital Punifhment. ie : 


3 There 
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‘There was at this Time in Mexico a Brother of Cacimazin, 


who, fome few Days before, had happily efcap’d out of his 
Hands, he having defign’d to deprive him of his Life upon 
fome domeftick Jealoufies of {mall Foundation. Motezuma 
took him under his Protection in his Palace, and fox his greater 
Security enroll'd him in his Family. He was a young Man of 
Courage and great Merit, well efteem’d both in the Court, and 
among{t his Brother's Vaflals ; and the Circumftance of his 
being perfecuted had more recommended him both to the one 
and co the other, Cortez caft his Eyes on him; and detiring 
to gain him for a Friend, and bring him over to his Party, he 
propos d to Motezuma, to give him the Invefticure, and Domi- 
nion of Tezcuco, fince his Brother had render’d himfelf incapa- 
bie of refuming his Government, by having con{pir’d again 
his Soveraign, and told him, “ That it would not be {afe at 
€* at that Junécture to punifha Delinquent of fo much Intereft 
with Lofs of Life, when the Minds of the Nobles were in 
{uch Commotion : That depriving him of his Kingdom, 
would be giving him a Kind of Death which made lefs Noife, 
and was fufficiently fevere to ftrike a Terror into his Accom- 
plices : That this young Man was of a far better Difpofition, 
already indebted to him for his Life, and would likewife be 
oblig’d to him for his Crown, and remain under greater Ob- 
ligations of Obedience, in Oppofition to his Brother. And 
laftly, that by this, he gave the Kingdom to the Perfon who 
had the Right of Succeffion, and left to his own Blood the 
Dignity of Firft Ele@tor, which was of fo great Authority in 
the Empire. 

Motezuma was {fo highly pleas’d with this Thought of Cortex, 


that he immediately communicated the fame to his Council, 
_ where his Refolution was applauded as merciful and equitable : 
_ And the Minifters 
_ was difpoffefs'd of all his Honours and Dignities, according to 
_ the Cuftom of that Country, as a Traytor and Rebel to his 
_ Prince, and his Brother nam’d for Succeflor of the Kingdom 
and Eledtorate. 
fence; and during the Time of his Inveftiture, which had its 
| particular Ceremonies and Solemnities, 


formed a Royal Decree, whereby Cacumazin 


Motezxuma afterwards order’d him to his Pre- 


he, with a Majeftick 
Air, made a Speech, wherein, with ail poflible Succina- 
ne({s, he hinted at all Motives which ought to oblige him to an 
inviolable Loyalty ; and publickly declar'd, “ That he had de 
termin’d this Affair purely by the Advice of Hernan Cortez, 


_“ giving him to underftand, it was to him he ow’d his Ad- 
6s 


vancement.” It may be imagin’d, that the Perfon interefted 
Was 
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was not unacquainted with this before ; for it was not a Time 
eo conceal Obligations. But what is obfervable, is the Care 
Motezuma took to have Cortex well efteem’d, and to gain the 
Minds of his People in Favour of the Spaniards. 

The new King immediately departed for his Court, and 
was well receiv’d, and crown’d with great Acclamations and 
Rejoicings 5 all People celebrating his Exaltation upon different 
Motives: Some, becaufe they really lov’d him, and were con- 
cern’d at his Perfecution ; others, out of ill Will to Cacumazm ; 
and the greateft Part to fignify their Abhorrence of his Crime, 
This Manner of Chaftifement, without Blood-fhed, was highly 
applauded throughout the whole Empire, and was attributed 
to the fuperior Judgment of the Spaniards ; for no one expected 
fuch Moderation from Motezuma. And the very Novelty of is 
was of fo much Confequence, that the other Confpirators pre- 
fently difpers’d their ‘Troops, and, unarm’d, had Recourfe to 
their Monarch’s Clemency. They made their Application to 
Cortez, and thro’ his Means, at laft obtain’d a Pardon; and 
chus the Storm blew over that had been rais’d againft him, and 
he got clear of the Danger with Advantage, partly by his own 
Induftry, and partly by favourable Incidents: For : Motexuma 
was oblig’d to him for the Tranquillity of his Realm ; the Firft 
Prince of the Empire ow’d to him his Dignity ; and by fhew- 
ing Favour to the reft, who had endeavour'd to deftroy him, 
he found himfelf fupported with a new Stock of Friends, and 
People who ftood indebted to him. 


Gb A Ps LiL 


MorezuMa refolves to difpatch CorT EZ by an- 
Swering his Embaffy. He affembles his Nobles, 
and gives Orders, That the King of Spain jfhould 
be acknowledg’d for Succeffor of that Empire ; 
determining to obey him, and to pay him Tribute, 
as Defcendant from their firjt Conqueror. 


ros HE S E Commotions, which had employ'd the 

\@2% whole Care of the Emperour, being quieted, he fele 
» thac Difturbance, which the Remembrance of paft 
== Danger leaves in the Imagination. He reafon’d with 
himfelf about his prefent State; and ic feem’d to «him. that 
the Spaniards had made too long a Stay at his Court ; and that 
they began to think, that the Goodnefs he had us’d towards 
them gave them a Right over his Liberty.. This induc’d 
him to refolve to familiarize himfelf lefs with them,-and to 
change the Manner of his Condué&. He was afham’d of the 
Pretence Cacumazin had made Ue of in his Confpiracy, attri- 
buting his good Nature to Want-of Spirit ; and fometimes he 
accus'd himfelf, as having given too much Occafion for thofe 
Murmurs. He was. concern’d to fee- his, Authority fo. di- 
minifh’d, which is-aJealoufy that conftantly attends a. Throne, 
and takes up. the firft Place amongft. thofe Paffions whereby 
Monarchs are govern'd. He was apprehenfive of a frefh Diftur- 
bance amongft his Vaflals ; and left new, Sparks fhould. arife 
from that newly extinguifh‘d. Fire, he was .defirous, of letting 
Cortex know, That it was Time to think of his Departure, 
but could not meet with a handfome Opportunity to -propofe 

it to him; for Jealoufies are of a Nature not to-be. eafily 
confefs’d, becaufe they exprefs a Kind of Fear. Hecontinued 
fome Days in this Irrefolution ; but at length determin’d, that 
it was proper upon all Accounts, to haften the Departure of 
the Spaniards, and thereby to remove that Obftacle to his 
Subjects Loyalty. f 


Ll This 
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This Affair he manag’d with notable Conduct and Prudence ; 
for before he communicated his Intention to Cortez, he had 
prepard Replies to all the Arguments he could bring for his 
longer Continuance there. He waited till Cortez camé to vifit 
him as he was went, receiving him without the leaft Alcera- 
tion in his Behaviour or Countenange, and introduced the 
Difcourfe concerning the King of Spain, after the fame Man- 
ner as at other Times, declaring, what a mighty Veneration 
he had, for him; and ar laft, artfully bringing about what he 
at firft had, propos'd, faid, That he bad been thinking to make a 
Voluntary Acknowledgment 6f that Vaffalage, which was due to him, as 
Succeffor of Quezalcoal; and Proprietary Lord of that Empire. So 
he really underftood it, and in this only he {poke withour Dif- 
guile but he did not, intend, at that Time, to furrender his 
Dominions to the King of Spain, but to get rid of Cortez, 
and to haften his Difpatch ; to which Purpofe he added, ‘That he 
intended to affemble the Nobility of his Realms, and to make this Ac- 
knowledgment in their Prefence, that they might all, after his Example, 
pay Obedience, and eftablih. the Vaffalage by fome Contribution, in which 
he would alfo fet the Example ; for that he had already provided feveral 
Jewels, and. precious Stones of great Value, to difcharge this Obligation 
on bis Part,-and doubted not but his Nobles would contribute on theirs 
the richeft and moft valuable Things they had ; nor did he queftion, but 
that fo confiderable a Quantity wowd be collected, as might be fit to ap- 
pear before the Prefence of his Prince, as the fir/t Acknowledgment of 

the Mexican Empire, © 7 
\ This was his *Propofal, and in this he granted at once every 
Thing that he thought the Spaniards could have the Boldnefs 
to defire’; fatisfying: both their Ambition and Avarice, in order 
to deprive’'them of all Pretence for remaining longer in his 
Court, before he. order’d them to depart: And he conceal’d, 
with fo much ‘Artifice, the Point he aim’d at, that Hernan Cor- 
tex, at that Time, did not difcover it, but recurn’d him Thanks 
for that Liberality; without feeming furpriz’d at it, or mag- 
nifying it; as one’who ‘accepted, on the Part of his Mafter, 
that which he thought his Due: and he was extremely well 
fatisfy'd for ‘having obtain’d more than he imagin’d praética- 
ble, atithe prefent Jun@ture of ‘Affairs. He afterwards, to his 
Captains'and Soldiers, extoll’d the mighty Service they fhould 
do their King, if they could bring it about to have fo power 
fula Monarch declar’d his SubjeGtand Tributary : He difcours’d 
of the immenfe Riches which with this News would be accom- 
pany’d, ‘that ic might not appear a bare Relation, and run the 
3 3 . Rifque 
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Rifque of being thought incredible, And in Truth, he had 
no Thoughts at that Time of quitting his Enterprize, nor did — 
he believe ic a Matter of any great Difficulty to maintain him- 
felf there, till they fhould know in Spain the Condition in 
which he was, and fend him Orders how to proceed. A Secu- 
rity into which he was brought by the great Favour of Mote- 
zuma, the Friends he was daily making, the Succefs with which 
all his Undertakings was attended, or by fome fuperior Caufe, 
which animated him to the Expectation of ftill grearer Mat- 
ters, left he fhould lofe Courage, and {cruple to proceed when 
he was within Sight of his urmott Defires. 

But Motezuma who drew his Lines towards a different Center, 
and knew how to refolve at Leifure, and execute with Speed, 
immediately difpatch’d away his Convocatory Orders to the Ca- 
ziques of his Realm, as was cuftomary when any publick Affairs 
of more than ordinary Importance occurrd, without citing 
thofe who. were ata great Diftance, that no Time might be 
loft in what requir’d the utmoft Difpatch. Ir was not many 


Days before they all arriv’d at Mexico, with the Atrendance 


they us'd to bring to Court, which was fo numerous, that, 
had the Occafion and Cuftom been unknown, it might have 
alarm’d the whole City. Motezuma aflembled them all in the 
Apartment where he had taken up his Refidence, and in the 
Prefence of Cortez, (who was call’d to this Congrefs, and, with 
his Interpreters and fome of his Captains, took his Place a- 


| mongft them) made them a Speech, in which he laid before 
_ them the Motives, and qualify’d the Harfhnefs of that extra- 
ordinary Refolution he had taken. 
_ He held Two feveral Aflemblies, and that Cortez did not affitt 
| in the Firft: It may be one of his Equivecations; for Elernan 
«Cortex himielf would not have conceal’d. jt in the Second Re- 


Bernal Diaz, del Caftillo fays, 


ation of his Expedition ; and befides as they were then endea- 
- vouring to fatisty him, and'were to place a Confidence in him, 


It was not a proper Time.for fecret Affemblies, 
This Tranfaction was carry’d on with great Splendor and 


_ Authority ; . for the. Nobles -and Minifters. which refided at 


| 


they poffe/sid > And from thar ‘Beginning inferr’d, bow, much they 


Mexico, affifted likewife at it. . And) Moteguma, \cafting his 
Eyes:upon the Aflembly with an agreeable and becoming 
Majelty, began his. Harangue; gaining) the good Will and 
Attention of: all; :-by laying. before them, How much he lov'd 
them, and how much they were oblig’d to him. putting them in Mind, 
Lhat it was from him alone they beld-all the Eonours and. Diguities 


ought 
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ought to believe that he would propofe nothing to them but what’ was 


for their Intereft, after having confider'd on it with mature Delibera- 


tion, confulted with his Gods, and receiv d evident Signals of their Ap- 
probation. 

He affected many Times thefe Lights of Infpiration, to give 
fomething that favour’d of Divinity to his Refolutions, and 
on this Occafion they believed him; for it was no No- 
velty for the Devil to favour him with his Anfwers. Having 
Jaid this Foundation of Recrimination and Myftery, he gave 
a brief Relation of. “ The Origin of the Mexican Empire; the 
“ Expedition of the Nabatlacas ; the prodigious Actions of Que- 
“ galcoal, their Firft Emperor ; the Prophecy he left when he 
« departed for the Conqueft of the Ea/t ; foretelling, by the 
“ Impulfe of Heaven, That his Defcendants fhould return 
“ to govern thefe Countries.” Then he touch’d, as a Point 
“ undoubted, “ That the King of Spain, who rul'd in thofe 
“ Faftern Regions, was lawful Succeffor of the fame Quezal- 
& coal.” And added, “ That being the Monarch, from whom 
“ was to proceed that Prince fo much defird amongft the 
“© Mexicans, and fo often promis’d in the Oracles and Pro- 
 phecies, which that Nation reverenc’d, they ought una- 
“ ‘nimoufly to acknowledge in_ his Perfon that Hereditary 
“ Right, giving to his Blood that, which for Want of it, 
“ had been introduc’d by Eleétion: And that had he come 
“ himfelf in Perfon, as he had only fent his Embafladors, 
“ he was fo much a Lover of Juftice and Equity, and bore 
“ his Vaflals fo great an Affection, that for their greater 
“ Felicity, he would have been the Fir to ftrip himfelf of 
“the Dignity he poffefs'd, by laying the Crown at his Feet, 
“ either to leave it to his abfolute Difpofal, or to receive it 
“ again from his Hand. But owing to his Gods the good 
“ Fortune that this fo defirable News was arriv’d in his 
“ Time, he was refolv’d to be the Firftto fhew his Satisfaction, 
“ and had determin’d immediately to pay him Obedience, and 
“ to do him fome confiderable Service : To which End he 
“had deftin’d the molt precious Jewels of his Treafury, and 
“ defir'd that his Nobles would follow his Example, not 
“ only in making the fame Acknowledgment, but in ac- 
“ companying it with fome Contribution of their Riches, that 
© the Service being greater might appear with the greater 
“ Splendor in the Prefence of that Prince.” sot 

in this Manner Motezwma concluded his Difcourfe, tho’ he 
did not utter it at all without Interruption 5 for in Spite of all the 
Efforts: 
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_ Efforts made upon himfelf, in this Act of his, when 
| he came to pronounce himfelf Vaffal to another Prince, he 
found fomething fo fhocking, and fo repugnant to his Nature 


in thofe Expreflions, that he paus’d a while, as if he wanted 
Words to proceed, and at the Conclufion, he fhew’d his Con- 


cern fo publickly, that fome Tears were {een trickling down 
his Cheeks, which feem’d as if they had efcap’d his Eyes with- 
out their Confent, 
_ bance, and of the Caufe from whence it proceeded, began like» 


And the Mexicans fenfible of his Diftur- 


wife to fhew their Concein, breaking forth into loud Sighs, de- 


firing in Appearance, not without fomething that favourd of 
| Flattery, thar by the Noife they made, their Fideliry fhould be 
_ taken Notice of ; fo that Cortez thought it neceffary to defire Li- 
_berty to {peak, in order to encourage Motezuma, and put him 
out of the Perturbation he was in, faid ‘‘ That ic was not the 


ce 


Intention of the King his Soveraign to difpoffefs him of his 
Royal Dignity, nor to make the leaft Innovation in his Go- 
vernment ; but that all he defir'd was, that they would, at 
the prefent Affembly, fettle his Right to the Succeffion, ia 
Favour of his Defcendants, or Pofterity, by Reafon of his 
being fo far diftant from thofe Regions, and fo taken up in 
other Conquefts, that the Cafe mention d in their Traditions 
and Prophecies might not happen in many Years.” With which 


| Explanation Motezuma recover d Heart, re-affum’d an Air of Tran= 


| quillicy, and finifh’d his Difcourfe as has been obferv’d. 


The Mexicans remain’d aftonifh’d, and utterly: confounded 


| to hear fuch a Propofal, wondering at \ir,,as aThing fo very 
| inconfiftent, and fo far unbecoming. thé»Majefty of fo power- 
ful a Monarch, and a Prince fo extremely jealous of his Au- 
thority. They look’d on:each other without daring’ either.to 


contradi&, or to give any Sign of Confent, as being appre= 


i 
a 
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lof the Willof }cheir Gods.?? 


henfive that by doing either they fhould but confirm him. the: 
-more-in his ftrange Determination, This refpectful Silence 


lafted. till his Prime Minifter, as a» Perfon who had-a_ better. 


_ Knowledge of his Prince's: Difpofition than any. other, took 
| upon him to {peak for the reft, and aid; “ That-all the No+ 
© bles who compos'd: that: Aflembly: refpected him as their 


© Lord and natural Soveraign, and fhould be ready to obey 
os 


whatever his: Majefty  hadubeen pleas'd to» propofe, : and,to 
follow any Example he fhould think fit to {et them; they’ 
‘not doubting ‘bur that he had well weigh’d every Thing; and. 
had ‘confulted ‘with Heaven; not. had: they any Inftrument 
more facred than that of his Voice,»whereby to be inform’d 
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The whole Affembly agreed in the fame Opinion ; and Her- 


nan Cortez, when it came to his Turn to make his Acknow- 
ledgments, dictated to his Interpreters a Speech no lefs artful 
than the former, in which he gave Thanks to Motexyma, and 
all who were prefent, for this Demonftration of their Refpec; 
accepting their Service in the Name of his King, without feem- 
ing to think it ftrange that they comply'd with their Obliga 
tions ; but rather as one who receives his Debt, and is pleasd 
with his Debtor's punctual Payment. But the Tears Mote- 
zuma had let fall were not fufficient, ‘at thar Time, to make 
Cortez {ufpicious of his Liberality, or to induce him to believe 
that he was then making Way for his final Difpatch, in which 
his being carry’d away by the firft Appearance will admit fome 
Excufe: For when he found that unaccountable Opinion con- 
cerning the Defcendants of Quezalcoal receiv’d amonegft them 
as an infallible and inconteftable Truth, and that they look’d 
upon Don Carlos to be undoubtedly one of them, this Demon- 
{tration of their Refpect did not appear fo very irregular as to 
make him fufpeét ic to be Artifice or Affectation. Upon which 
Suppofition he might alfo attribute Motexumas ‘Tears and Per- 
turbation of Mind, when hé came to pronounce the Claufes of 
Vaflalage, to the fame Violence with which a King quits a 
Crown, and meafures the vaft Difference there is between So- 
veraignty and Subjeétion.; a Cafe in which the Spiric of a Man 
may fink without doing Wrong to his Courage. But it is to 
be believ’d, thac Motezwma, notwithftanding he look’d on the 
King of Spain as lawful Succeflor of the Empire, had no In- 
tention to make good what he offer’d: His whole Atm was 
to'get rid of the Spaniards, and to take Time afterwards to con- 
fult his Ambition, without laying any great Strefs upon: his 
Word; Diffimulation being, amongft thofe Barbarian Princes, 
in its natural Center; which unworthy Character, fufhicient to 
ftain the Honour of a private Perfon, other barbarous Statel- 
mien have plac’d amongft the neceflary Artsof Reigning... 
However it was, from that Day. forward, the Emperor Charles 
the Fifth was acknowledg’d Jawful :and heredirary Lord of 
the Mexican Empire, in the Opinioniof all thofe. People; and 
indeed deftin’d by Heaven toa more real Poflefion of that 
Crown: Upon which Refolution: a’ Publick: Inftrument was 
form’d, with all neceflary Solemmnities, according to the Me 
thod they us’d of paying Homage to their Kings » And tho this 
Submiffion of Motezuma and his Vaffals to the Emperor gave to’ 
Don Carlos little more than the bare Name of King of the dndies, 
yet it was a Kind of myfterious Infinuation: of that betel ¢ 
1 eft J € 
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he afterwards acquir’d by Force of Arms, upon jut Provoca- 
tion, as we fhall fee in its proper Place, and was a particular 
Circumftance which concurr’d in the iF (tivies eon of the vee 
queft of that Empire, befides other Confiderations, which, 
other Parts of the World do not only permit of a War, cot 
likewife render it lawful, reafonable, and juftihable, whenfo- 
ever it appears to be undettaken “as the neceflary Means for 
the Introduction of the Gofpel. 


of Mexico, or New Spain. 


Go. A P. 
The Gold and fewels defign’d Jor the Prefent 4s de- 


IV. 


liver d into the Poffeffon of Cortez. Mo- 
TEZUMA rejolutely tells him, that he muft think 
of Ins Departure, which he endeavours to delay. 
Advice brought of the Arrival ofa Squadron of 
Spanith Ships upow the Coaft. db 


2S 0 TE ZU MA, loft not'aMoment’s Time,! obit us'd 
EDA KS) his urmoft Diligence to bring about the Defigns he 
AC ay had in View, being now fully -refolv’d to difpatch 
res" the Spaniards as {oon as poffible, as being weary of 
the Violence he did himfelf under that Kind of Subjeétion 
which he found he was oblig’d patiently to continue in as if it 
was of his own Choice. Full of this Cate, he deliver’d to Cor- 
tez the Prefent he had provided, which iconfilted of various 
Curiofities in Gold, with precious Stones, fome which he us‘d 
about his own PEL and others that were kept for Grandeur, 
and ferv’d for Oftentation ; different Pieces of the fame Kind 
and Metal, in the Shapes ie Animals, Birds, and ‘Fifhes, the 
Excellency of the Workmanfhip delighting ‘he Eye, : and eX 
tremely enhancing their Value: A great’ Number of thofe 
Stones called Chalcuites, in Colour like to Emerald, and in rhe vaft 
Efteem they had of chem anfwering like our Diamonds) together 
with fome Pictures made of Feathers, whofe Cololits: being 
natural, either imitated Nature better, or elfe they had lefs te 
feign in Imitation: ‘The Gift of ‘a Royal ‘Mind, who’ found! 
himfelf opprefs’d, and defir'd to put a Price upon his Liberty. 
After that: came the Prefents of the Nobles, under the Ticle of 
2 Contribution, which confifted SR ipica? SF Gold, and other 
Curiolities 
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Curiofities of the fame Sort, in which they vied with each 
other in their Obedience to their Prince, and not without fome 
Mixture of their own Vanity. All came direéted to Motezuma, 
and pafs’d on, by his Order, to the Apartment of Cortez, who 
nam’d a Receiver and Treafurer, that they might take an ex- 
aé& Account of what was deliverd ; and in few Days they 
amaf{s’d fuch a Quantity of Gold, that befides the Jewels, preci- 
ous Stones, and Pieces of curious Workmanithip, after they had 
melted down the reft, they found Six Hundred Thoufand Pefos 
of Gold in Barts of good Alloy ; out of which the Fifth Part 
was fet afide for the King, and of the Remainder, a Second 
Fifth for Hernan Cortez, with the, Approbation of his People, 
and to defray the Expence of providing for the publick Necef- 
fities of the Army. He likewife fet afide the.Sum for which 
he ftood accountable to Diego Velafquez, and that which his — 
Friends in the Iland of Cuba had lent him ; the reft was divided 
amongft the Officers and Soldiers, including thofe who were at 
Vera Crug. ; | | | 
~Thofe ‘who had Employments, had equal Shares; bur a- 
monglt the private) Men there. was fome Difference made, . for 
they were diftinguifh’d and beft rewarded who had done beft 
Service, or been leaft troublefome in the paft Difturbances. An 
Equity of .a very dangerous. Nature, where juft Rewards are 
look’d upon as Grievances, and Diftin@tion of Merit occafions 
Complaints. “There were great Murmurings, and bold Words 
utter'd againft Hernan Cortez,.and his Captains: For at the 
Sight of fuch a Mafs of Wealth thofe whofe Deferts were 


‘ Jeaft requir'd an equal Recompence with the: moft deferving. 


Their, infatiable Avarice could not poffibly be fatisfy’d, nor 
was it convenient te publifh the Reafons of that unequal 
Diftribution. if 
_ Bernal Diaz del Caftillo difcufles this Point very indecently, 
and wafts too much Paper in confidering and enlarging upon 
the Hardfhips the poor Soldiers underwent in this Diftribution, 
and goes fo far as to fet down every minute Expreffion this or 
that Soldier us'd amongft his Companions. 1 
» He fpeaks more like a necefficous Soldier, than a Hiftorian : 
And. Antonio de Herrera follows him without making fufficient 
Reflection ; for itis: no lefs a Faule in Hiftory, to pafs over that 
which’ ought to be well confider’d, than it is to dwell too long 
upon that which may be omitted, Butboth the one and the 
other agree, that this Difcontent of the Soldiers was quieted by 
the Liberality of Cortez, who gave out of his own Dividend, 
all that was neceflary to fatisfy thofe who complain’d ; and afer 

' wards 
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wards greatly prais'd che Generofity of that General ; after this 
Manner rather overthrowing than confirming, what they ought 
not at allto have mention’d in their Narration. 5 

 Motezuma, fo foon as he had, on his own Part, and on that 
of his Nobles, comply’d with the Acknowledgment of Submil- 
fion offer’d in the Aflembly, fent for Cortez, and with an unac- 
cuftom’d Air of Severity, told him, ‘ That it was reafonable 


~“ he fhould now begin to think of his Journey, fince he was 


‘ intirely difpatch’d, and that the Motives, or Pretences for his 
“ Stay being ceas’d, and he having receiv d, for the Service of 
“‘ the King his Mafter, fo favourable an An{wer to his Embafly, 
“ his Vaflals would not fail of furmifing that he had greater 
Views, if they faw. him voluntarily continue longer in his 
Court, nor could he himfelf any ways fupport him, 
when Reafon was not on his Side.” This fhort Intimation 
of his Mind, deliver’d in a Sore of menacing Tone, with Signs 
of a premeditated Refolution, was fo unexpected a Novelty 
to Cortez, that he pausd for fome Moments, to call to his Affi- 


- ftance his wonted Difcretion in the Reply, he was to make; 


and difcovering then the Artifice of, thofe Liberalities and Fa- 
vours of the late. Afflembly, the firft Motion of his Mind 
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It is {aid that Motexzuma had provided Fifty Thoufand Men 
to fupport his Determination, and that he came fully refolv'd to 
make himfelf obey’d by: Force in Cafe he found there was any 
Occafion : But it is moft certain, that he greatly apprehended 
the Anfwer of Cortez, and defir'd to avoid a Rupture ; for he 
embrac'd him with particular Affection, being highly pleas'd 
with his Reply, which he feem’d not to have expeéted. He 
was pleas'd that Cortez had depriv’d him of the Opportunity of 
putting himfelf in a Paffion, or breaking with a Perfon for whom 
he had not only a Friendfhip, but likewife an Efteem, which 
came very fhort of Refpect ; and finding himfelf now free from 
thofe Apprehenfions, he faid, ‘* Thar it was not his Intention to 
“ haften his Departure without furnifhing him with the neceflary 
Means to put it in Execution: That he fhould, without De- 
lay, difpofe every Thing for building of the Veflels; and in 
the mean Time he need not give himfelf any Difturbance, 
nor ftir from his Court. That it was fufficient for the Sa- 
“* tisfaction of ‘his Gods, and the Quiet of his Subjects, chat 
“he had fhewéd fuch Readinefs to obey the Commands of the 
firft, and to comply with the Demands of the latter.” At 
this Time the Devil wearied him: with horrible Threats, delu- 
ding him with ‘Voices’ real or imaginary from the Mouths of 
his Idols, to irritate him againft the Spaniards. The frefh Ru- 
mours which were fpreading amongtt his People, who vety 
much refented that he had» made himfelf the Tributary of'a 
ftrange Prince, gave him likewife great Uneafinefs, they look- 
ing upon this quitting of his Authority as a new Grievance, 
which in Time would fall heavy upon the Backs of his Vaffals ; 
fo that he found himfelf attack’d on the one Side by Politicks, 
and the other by Religion ; and it was very much that he des 
termin‘d to give this Permiffion to Cortez, as being moft obfer- 
vant towards his Gods, and no lefs {uperftitious to the Idol of 
his Ambition. : - on 

Orders were inftancly iffu’d: out ‘for the ‘building of the Vel- 
fels. The Journey was publifh’d, and Motexwma made Procla- 
mation, that all the Carpenters of the Country round about 
fhould repair to Ulua, affigning the Places where they were’to 
cut Wood, and the Towns which were to contribute Indians of 
Burthen to carry it to the Dock. Hlernan Cortez, for his Part, 
affected an outward Shew of Compliance: He immediately dif- 
patch’d away the! Mafters and Workmen who had been em- 
ploy’d in building the Brigantines,’ andiwere well/known now: 


amongft the Mexicans, He: difcours’d: publickly with them of 


the Size and Quality of thofe Veffels, ordering them to pe 
Ule 


Meee 


Boox IV. of Mexico, oy New Spain, 143 


Ule of the Iron-Work, Rigging, and Sails of thofe which were 
funk, and all the Talk was of the Voyage, as if it had been te- 
folv'd on. Thus he lull’d the Mexicans afleep, quell’d the growing 
Murmurings, and confirm’d himfelf in Motezuma’s'Conhdehce. 
But at the Time when the Builders were to fet ‘our for 
Vera Crug, the General fent for Martin Lopez, a Bifcainer by 
Nation, who went as chief Director, who as he was a ‘con- 
fummate Mafter in the Art of Building, was the better qualify'’d 
to do his Duty as a well-difciplin’d Soldier: Cortex gave him 
privately in Charge; “ That he fhould go on by little and 
‘“ little in the building of thofe Veffels, and endeavour to pro- 
“* Jong the Work as much as he poffibly could, but ftill with 
“ fuch an artful Management, that they might go on flowly, 
** without feeming to delay.” His Defign was, under the Co- 
Jour of this, to keep himfelf ftill ac Court, and give Time to 
his Commiflaries Alonfo Hernandex Portocarrero and Francifco de 
Montejo, to return from Spain, in Hopes they would bring him 


 fome frefh Recruits, or at leaft the Difpatches and Orders he 
_ wanted for the Direction of his Undertaking; which he ftill 


firmly refolv’d to profecute: And in Cafe the laft Neceffiry 


_ fhould force him out of Mexico, he defign’d to’ wait for them 


in Vera Cruz, and maintain himfelf under the Protection of 


that Forcrefs, making ufe of the Nations in® Friendfhip> with 


him to oppofe the Mexicans: An admirable Conftancy, which 


_ not only fupported him. in the’ prefene Difficulties,’ bur provi- 
_ ded againft thofe which might afterwards happen. 


Within a few Days happen’d another Accidenc which quite 


|. difconcerted all thefe Meafures, calling his Prudertice and Cou- 
_xageto anew Trial. Motezuma’ had Incelligence brought him, 
_ thae Eighteen Sail of Ships were feet: off the Coaft’ of Hla, 


and his Minifters, who’ commanded in that Part of thé Cour 


try, had fent the faid Ships and their Number painted upon 
Cloths, which ferv’d inftead of Letters’; with:a! Defeription 
of the People they had feen in them, and’ forme” Characters 


which fignify’d what: they’ fufpeéted: of their Intentions ; ‘being 


Spaniards in’ Appearance, and arriving ar’a\ Time when they 


treated of difpatching thofe’ who were’ already °in’ his ‘Court: 


Whatever Impreffion 'thefe. Reprefeitations hadson/ the Mind of 
- Motezuma, the Refult'was; that he itmtiediarely: fen for--Cotex, 
laid the Piéture before him, and’ téld°him;o “ That now the 
_© Provifion he was making for his Journey was unneceffary, 
© fince fome Ships of his Nation-were arriv’d upon the Coatts, 
© in which he might embark.” Cortez view'd the Painting 
with more Attention than Surprize ; and though he did not 


3 under- 
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underftand the Charaéters which defcrib’d them, he knew, by 
the Habit of the People, and the Make of the Velfels, enough 
for him not to doubt their being Spaniards. ‘The firft Motion 
of his Heart would have inclin’d him to Joy, fince he beliew’d 
for certain that his Commiflaries were arriv’'d, and flatter d hime 


felf that they had brought him very confiderable Supplies in 


- fuch a Number of Veflels. The Imagination is eafily carry’d 


away to that which it defires, and he could not fuppole at that 
Time, that fo powerful. an Armada was defign’d againit him; 
for his own fincere, and noble Manner of Acting would not 
permit him to.entertain any other Thoughts, the Well-inten- 
tioned being with Difficulty brought to believe chat which 1s a- 
gainft Juftice and Reafons - His Anfwer to Motezuma was, “That 
“ he would depart immediately, if chofe Ships were bound back 
“ for any of theKing of Spain’s Dominions.” Not did he chink 
jt all {urprizing, that he fhould have the Firft News of thefe Pare | 
ticulars. becanfe he was no Stranger to the indefatigable Diligence | 
‘of their Couriers,’ and therefore he added, “ That it would not 
“ be long before he fhould have an Account from the Spaniards 
“ who were! at Zempoala;: by which: Means they thould-know 
“ with Certainty! whither thofe.Ships were bound,.and the De- 
“ figns of their>Owners ;\ and then he fhould fee, whether it 
© would be ineceflary to proceed in the building of the Vellels, 
“or, whether hemight undestake hisJourney without thems 

- Motezuma_approv’d ‘ofthe: Propofal, being, well: pleas’d) with 
his Readinefs,,.andjacknowledg’d him to be in the Right: But 
in afhort ‘Time Lettersicame from Vera Cruz; in -which Gon- | 
zalo dé, Sandoval fent Information ; “That thofe Ships belongd — 
“to Diego Velafquex, and ‘brought Eight Hundred Spaniards to 
“ oppole Hernan Cortez, and his;Conqueft.”. Which unexpected — 
Stroke he receiv’d: in.the; Prefence -of _Motezwma, and {todd io 
Need of all his Gourage,and Refolution to conceal, his Pertur- 
bation of Mind. He found himfelfiin Danger from the:vety 
Quarter from:.whence she-'expected Succour,, “The Juntture 
was truly. defperate::.Perplexity onievery Side : Difconrenrs.and 
Murmurings.an\México, and Enemies, upon the Coalt., Butdo- 
ing the beft;he could to.compofe himfelf, heconceal’d. his,Gon- 
cern, from! Motezuma, foften’d, the Account amongft, his,own 
People,, and,retir'd. afterwards to reafon calmly, ‘and be. ac,more 
Liberty.to think of a-Remedyi.ns eid ood suite ous bie 
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VevasQuez for the Deftruction of HER N AN 
Cortez: The Army and Fleet which he fent 
againft him, under the Command of P ameutto 

‘de Narvaktwy:: He Arrival upon the Coaft of 
New Spain; and bis fruztlefs Attempt to reduce 
the Spaniards of Vera Cruz. — 


mighttake his Revenge under the {pecious Pretext of a neceflary 
Remedy. He receiv'd the Letters of the Licentiate Benito. Mare 
tin, his Chaplain, with the Title of the King’s Lieutenant, not 
only of that Ifland, but of all the Lands which fhould be dif- 
cover d and conquer d thorough his Means. He inform’d him 
with what Kindnefs or Acknowledgment he was defended, and 


_ protected by the Bifhop of Burgos, Prefident of the Indies ;. and 


how far that Prelate difcountenane’d the Commiflaries of Her- 
nan Cortez. But, at the fame Time, acquainted him with what 
Benignity: the Emperor had given. them Audience at Torde/il- 
las, together with the Noife the great Wealth they brought had 
made in Spain; and of the mighty Hopes they already. con- 
ceivd of that Conqueft, which they. efteem’d preferable to all 
that had been made before. 

With his new Commiffion, Diego Velafquez entertain’d grea- 
ter Thoughts. ‘The Favours of the Prefident made him bold 


_ and prefumptuous: Andas human Paffions increafe with Power, 


_ and the more Men are {upported by Authority, the greater Com- 
_ mand they generally take upon them; the Governor the more 


believ'd himfelf engag’d to refent the Offence he thought. he had 
receivd, and which he regarded now with an Air of Superio- 
rity which perfuaded him, that. his Jealoufy was no more than 
doing himfelf Juftice.. The Applaufes of Cortez made him 
impatient and outragious; and notwithftanding he was not 
forry to fee the Conqueft fo far advanc’d, for the Obligations 
Oo a | of 
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of his Duty always left Room for the Service of his Soveraign, 

et he could not bear that others fhould recetve the Honour 
and Thanks for that which, in his Opinion, was due to him 
alone: So Vain-glorious was he in the ‘Value he fet upon his 
Share, in the firft Difpofition of that Enterprize, that, with- 
out any other Foundation, he attributed to himfelf che Glory 
thereof, and thought ‘himflelf. fo much Lord of the Whole, that 
he believd the very Aétions by which it was atchievd to be 
all nissOwile te See” at . 

Upon thefe Motives, and with thefe: wrong Notions, he im- 
mediately prepard to form a Fleet and Army for the Deftru- 
Sion of Cortex, and all thofe who had follow’d his Fortune: 
He bought Ships, lifted Soldiers, and went in Perfon over the 
whole Iland, vifiting the Dwellings of the Spaniards, and encouta- 
ging them to the Undertaking. He fet betore them the Obliga- 
tion they lay under to redrels his Injuries: He fhar'd wich them 
before-hand the immenfe Riches of that Conqueft, which, as 
he faid, was then ufurp’d by ill advifed Rebels,: who, as they 
had bafely made their Efcapes from Cuba by Flight, had teft 
no Room for any to doubt of their Pufilanimity. With thefe 
Hopes, and fome Troops he got on Foot, wherein he confum’d 
the greateft Part of his Subftance, he in a few Days got toge- 
ther a Body of Men, which, in thofe Parts of the World, both 
for the Number and Quality of the People, might be rermd 
a formidable ‘Army. | It confifted of Eight Hundred Spanifh 
Foor, Eighty Horie, and Ten or Twelve Pieces of Artillery, 
with abundance of Provifions, Arms, and Ammunition. He 
appointed for chief Commander of that Expedition Pamphilo de 
Narvaez, a Native of Vallodolid, a Man of Capacity, and of the — 
Grit Diftin@tion in that land, but highly opinionated of him- 
felf, and obftinately pofitive in his Rejolutions. He gave him 
the ‘Title of his Lieutenant, naming himfelf, Viceroy at leaft, 
of New Spain. 7 

He gave him likewife fecret Inftruétions, in which he orderd 
him, “‘ That he fhould endeavour, to the urmoft of his Power, 
“ to take Cortez, and fhould fend him Prifoner to him under 
“4 ftrong Guard, that he might receive from his Hands the 
& Puynifhment he had deferv'd: That he fhould do the fame 
« Gith the Chiefs of thofe who follow’d him, in Cafe they re- 
« fad to abandon his Intereft: And that he fhould take Pof- 
« (effon, in his Name, of all that had been conquer’d, ad- 
“ judging it to be all within his Diftri@, as the King’s Licu- 
“‘repatt.? All this without reafoning upon any Accidents 
which might happen ; for at the Appearance of fuch a Force, he 
thought 
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thought he could eafily obtain allthat he propos‘ ; Confidence, 


a Vice familiar to the Paffionace, either looks at Dangers always 
at a Diftance, or is infenfible of them till it {uffers under the 
Difficulty. | | | 
The Monks of St. Geronimo, who prefided. over the Royal 
Chamber of Audience at St. Domingo, and over the other 
Iflands, with Supreme Jurifdiction, were inform’d of thefe. Pre- 
parations, and forefeeing the Inconveniencies which might refult 
from fo publick a Competition, fent the Licentiate Lucas Vafquez, 
de Ayllon, Auditor of the fame Royal Chamber of Audience, 
to endeavour to-bring Diego Velafquez, to Reafon ; and if he 
found gentle Means infufficient, he fhould acquaint him with 
the Orders hecarry’d, commanding him, upon great Penalties, 
to difarm his People, and unrig his Fleet, and not difturb or 


_give any Impediment to the Conqueft in which Hernan Cortez 


was employ’d, under che Colour of its belonging to him, upon 
any Account or Pretence whatfoever : And fuppofing that he 
had any perfonal Complaint againft him, or might claim a 
Right to the Country he was then gaining for the King, he muft 
appear before the Royal Tribunal, where he fhould be fure of 
having Juftice done him in a regular Way. 

This Minifter arriv’d at the Ile of Cuba, where he found the 
Fleet ready to fail, which confifted of Eleven tall Ships and 
Seven fomewhat larger than Brigantines, all in very good Order ; 
and Diego Vela/quer bufily employ d in forwarding the Embarka- 
tion of the Troops. ‘The Licentiate did all he poffibly could 
+o reduce him to reafonable Terms, making Ufe of what Ar- 
guments he thought properelt to perfuade him to defift from his 
Enterprize, and to put his Confidence in him; reprefenting to 
him, “ The Hazard to which he expos'd himfelf in Cafe Cortez, 
“ fhould ftand upon his Defence, fupported by thofe Adven- 
“ enrers who follow’d him, and were now interefted in defend- 
“ing what they had acquird: The Damage that might arife 
“ when thofe Warlike Indians, newly conquer'd, fhould perceive 
“ a Civil War amongft the Spaniards. And that if by this 
“ Mifunderftanding, they fhould lofe a Conqueft on which 
“ they already fet fo great a Value in Spain, he would rifque 
« his Credit in an Undertaking of fo bad an Afpect, without 
“ its being in the Power of thofe who were moft inclin’d in 
“ his Favour to defend him.” Then hefpoke on the Part of 
the Royal Chamber, and endeavour'd to perfuade him, “To 
“ apply himafelf to the Tribunal, which would confider his 
<“ Cafe with Attention, if he did not difcredic ic by this Act of 
“ Violence,’ And laftly, feeing him incapable of Advice, for 

3 that 
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that every thing which did not tend towards the Deftru- 
tion of Hernan Cortez, {eem’d to him utterly impracticable, he 
pafs’d on tothe judicial Part, fhew’d his Orders, and caus’d 
them to be notify’d by an Efcrivans he had brought with him 
for that Purpofe ; accompanying them with different Requefts, 
and Protefts ; but nothing was fuffcient to {top his Refolution: 
For the Title of ‘the King’s Lieutenant had fo rais’d him in his 
own Conceit, that it feem’d he would acknowledge no Superior 
in his Government, and obftinately perfifted in his intractable 
Humour. The Licentiate difflembled fome Indecencies without 
dire@tly contradiéting’ him, left he fhould render him more 
precipitate ; and feeing that he endeavourd to haften the Em- 
barkation of his People, he feign’d a Defire of beholding this 
Land fo much applauded and cry’d up, and, under the Pretext 
of Curiofity, offer’d to accompany them, to which Propofal 
Diego Velafqiez eafily agreed, that the News of his Infolence 
might come later to the Mle of Santo Domingo ; whereupon he 
embark’d, ‘with ‘the Approbation and Good Liking of all. A 
Refolucion which whether'ic proceeded from himfelf, or from 
his Inftruétions, feem’d-well judg’d, and convenient for the pre- 
venting of any Breach amongf{t the Spaniards. He perfuaded 
himfelf, with fufficient Probability, thac when he was far di- 
ftane from Velafquez, he ‘might with more Eafe get his Orders 
obey’d, or that at leaft his Mediation would be more powerful 
with Pamphilo de Narvaez; and notwithftanding his Afiiftance 
was a new Inconveniency, as we fhall fee hereafter, his Zeal and 
good Intentions were nothing the lefs meritorious: For tho’ 
the Event does not always anfwer the Means which are made 
Ufe of to make an Affair fucceed, yet this Effeét of Chance does 
not leffen the Merit of well concerted Defigns. Andres de Duero 
that Secretary of Velafquex, who favoured Cortez fo much in the 
Beginning of his Fortune, likewife accompany’d the Expedition. 
Some fay he offer'd himfelf for this Voyage, purely to fhare 
fome of that Wealth, by remembring Cortez of the Services he 
had formerly done him; and others fay his Intention was to 
mediate with Narvaez, and prevent, as much as he could, the 
Ruin of his Friend; which we rather chufe to believe than the 
former, as being fenfible that it ill becomes an Hiftorian to 
value himfelf upon maintaining ill-natur’d Conjectures. 

The Fleet fet fail, and having ‘a favourable Wind, in a few 
Days they got a Sight of the defir'd Land. They came to an 
Anchor in the Port of Ulva, and Pamphilo de Narvaez fent fome 
Soldiers afhore to get Intelligence, and make what Difcoveries 
they could in the neighbouring Villages. Thefe, who knew 


> their 
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their Bufinefs, were not long before they furpriz’d and took 


Two or Three Spaniards, who were ftragling about. that 
| Place: They brought them before their Commander; and the 


Men, either fearful of fome Violence, or inclin’d to Novelty; 
inform’d him of all that had pafs’d in Mexico, and Vera Cruz, 
feeking to flatter him by difcrediting of Cortex, Upon this In- 
telligence, the firft Thing he refolv'd on was to treat with. Gon- 


 zalo de Sandoval about the Surrender of the Fortrefs under-his 
- Command, and to engage him either to maintain it for him, or 


to difmantle it, and with his Garrifon to join the Army... He 
intrufted this Negociation to a Clergyman he had. brought 


wich him, nam’d Juan Ruis de Guevara, a Man of a els gentle 


Temper than his Profeffion requird.. There went with him 
Three Soldiers who ferv'd as Witnefles, and a Publick Notary 


in Gafe it fhould be found neceflary to come to Terms of No- 


tification. Gonzalo de Sandoval had his Centinels in proper 
Places to obferve the Motions of the Fleet, and they gave 


“Advice from one to another, by which Means he had an 


Account of their Approach a good while before they arrrivd? 
And. being affur'd that there was no greater Number to fol- 
low, he order’d the Gates of the Town to be open’d, and re- 
tir d to wait their Coming in his Lodgings: They arriv’d, and 
not without Prefumption of being well receiv'd., The, Prieft, 
after the firft Civilities were over, and he had deliverd his 
Credentials to Sandoval, gave him an Account. of the Forces 
with which Pamphilo de Narvaez. was come to take Satisfaction 
for the Injury which Hernan Cortez, had)done to Diego Velafquex , 
by withdrawing from. his,;Obedience; the Conqueft of that 
whole Country being intirely his Property, as having been, be- 
oun by his Order, and at. his Expence. He made the Pro- 
pofal as a Point.of no Manner of Difficulty, and that had more 
than fufficient, Motives, and expected. to receive Thanks, for 
coming to offer him fuch advantageous Conditions, in an 
Affair {upported. with fo. much Force, and, as he imagin’d, fo 
much Reafon. Gonzalo de. Sandoval an{wer’d him with fome 
Warmth, which, he couldjnot well conceal, ‘¢ That Pamphilo 
“ de Narvaez was his Friend,:and, fo,prudent.and a loyal Subject 
“ of the King’s, that he, would certainly defive nothing but what 
fhould be moft advantageous, and convenient for his Ma- 
jefty’s Service: That the prefent Juncture of Affairs, and the 

State in which the Conqueft was,at that Time, requir’d that 
“he fhould join his Forces, with thofe of Cortez, and affift him 
“to perfeét, that which. was.now. in fuch Forwardnefs ;, raking 
“ Care firft of their, principal Obligation ; for that the Quar- 
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“ rels and Animofities of private Perfons were not, at the King’s | 
“ Expence, to be decided by a Civil War: But fetting the | 

“ Cafe, chat if, preferring his own private Revenge to the Pub. | 

“ lick Intereft, he fhould attempt any Manner of Violence | 

“ againft Hernan Cortez, he fhould quickly be made fenfible, | 

“ that not only himfelf, but all the Soldiers of that Garrifon, | 

“ would rather chufe to dye fighting by his Side, than ever | 

“ agree to fo bafe and difhonourable an Action.” The Prieft 

receivd this Repulfe, as an unexpected Stroke; and being | 

more accuftom’d to fuffer himfelf to be govern’d by his Paflion | 

than to reprefs it, he broke out into injurious Language and 

Threats againft Hernan Cortex, calling him Traytor; and went | 

fo far as to fay, that Gonzalo de Sandoval, and all who efpousd 

that Traytor’s Intereft, deferv’d no better Title themfelves, 

They all endeavour’d to bring him to Reafon, and to contain | 

himfelf within the Bounds of Moderation, putting him in 

Mind of his Profeffion, that he might be fenfible at leaft of | 

the Confideration why they bore with him. But he, rai- | 

fing his Voice, without changing his Style, commanded the 
Efcrivano, or Notary, he had brought with him, to publifh the 
Orders he had, “ That all might know that they were to pay 
“© Obedience to Narvaex, on Pain of Death.” But chis was what 
could not be put in Execution; for Gonzalo de Sandoval told the 
Efcrivano, plainly, “ That he would order him immediately 
“to be hang’d, if he prefum’d to publith any Orders which 
“did not come from the King.” In fhort, the Difpute rofe to _ 
that Height, that Sandoval commanded them to be feiz’d and 
taken into Cuftedy. But foon after, refleing with himfelf 
upon the Mifchief they might do, if they return’d exafperated 
to Narvaez, he refolv'd to fend them Prifoners'to Mexico, that 
Hernan Cortex might fecure them there, or endeavour to reduce 
them. This Determination he inftantly put in Execution, ‘pro- 
viding Indians of Burthen, who carry’d them Prifoners upon 
their Shoulders in a Sort of ‘Chairs, which they ufed inftead of 
Litters. There went with them, as Commander of the Guard, 
a Spaniard he much confided in, whofe Name was ‘Pedro de 90- 
lis, whom he charg'd nor to offer them any Injury, or ill 
Treatment upon the Road.’ Sandoval difpatch'd a Coutier’be- 
fore, to give an Account to Cortez, and took Care to get his 
People in a Readinefs, call'd together his Indian Friends for the 
Defence of the Place, difpofing of’every Thing as became a 
vigilant and careful Captain. Ic cannot be “déeny’d, but'that 
he exerted the Military Power too far in the Imprifonment of 
an Eeclefiaftick, that being a Liberty hé ought nor ‘to have ta- 
2 ken ; 
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ken, had he not done it with Political Views ; confidering 
that it would be very inconvenient to have a Perfon of {o. vio- 
lent and precipitate a Difpofition near Narvaez , when they were 
to endeavour to bring Matters to an Accommodation, Peace 
being what was fo very neceflary. It may be prefum’d, that, in 
this Refolution, if he had one Eye turn’d towards his own Pri- 
vate Refentment, he had the other upon the Publick Advan- 
tage: If he aéted with this laft View, as his firft Calmnedfs feems 
to perfuadeus, whenhefuffer’d the Prieft’s Heat, andfhew'd him 
all due Refpea, then indeed his Conduct ought not to be fo 
much condemn’d, at leaft not the whole Action, becaufe in 
fome Part of it he wanted a little Moderation ; for fometimes, 
when a Man is warm’d, he goes thro’ with what otherwife he 
could never have brought about ; andin fuch Cafes Warmth 
ferves to give Life to Prudence. 


Conk Vp aay: 


The Precautions of Hernan Cortez 10 avoid 
a Rupture. He makes Overtures of Peace, which 
are rejected by NaxrvakZ, who, on the contra- 
ry, proclaim'’d War, and ferzes the Perfon of the 


Licentiate Lucas VASQUEZ DE AYLLon. 


alt > ERNA N C0 RTE Z geceiv'd. frequent Advices 
HERES! cof all thefe Particulars, which plainly confitm’d what 


— 


| 
WINN 
Bit) Ny) 
a) IN} 
ay) i 
ea 
i {| 
| 
| 
BE EW VAIO 
t 


152 . The Hiftory of the CoxaoveEst _Boox IV. 


firni(h them with a fair Opportunity of taking to their Arms un- 
der the {pecious Pretext of Self-Defence, and by that Means have 
another Danger at his Back: To make Overtures of Peace to 
Narvaez, and follicire the Union of their refpeétive Forces, was 
-adeed the wholefomeft and moft convenient Method of pro- 
ceeding, but appear'd the moft difficult ; confidering the Per- 
verfenefs and the Obftinacy of the Man’s Temper-he had to deal 
with, whom he defpaird to bring to Reafon, tho’ he fhould 
condefcend even to fue fot his Friendfhip, which as yet he had 
not refolv’d upon, becaufe a fubmiflive Condefcenfion feldom 
gains upon an infolent and obftinate Difpofition, and in Pro- 
pofals of Peace make but a very indifferent Figure, He con- 
fider'd the total Lofs of his Conqueft; the Difappointment 
of thofe great Beginnings ; the Caufe of Religion neglected ; 
the King’s Intereft trod under Foot ; and what moft. of 
allconcern’d him was, to find himfelf oblig’d to feign Security 
and.Content, hewing a Calm in his. Countenance whilft his 
Breaft was agitated by a furious Tempelt. -— - 7 , 

To Motezuma he faid, “ That thole newly arriv’d Spaniards 

“ were Vaflals to the King his Mafter, and had brought a Second 

Embafly, to fupport the Propofition he had already made: 
That they came with an Army, according to the Cuftom of 
“their Nation ; but that he would endéavour to difpofe them 
‘ro return, and \Wwould' himfelf go along with-them, as having 
‘now teceiv’d his full Difpatches, fince his Majetty’s Genero- 
fity and Bounty had Jef nothing for thole new Comers to 
defire, they having no other Propofals to. make. but what he 
“himfelf had already made and obtain’d.” 

His Soldiers he encourag’d with various fallacious Suppofi- 
tions, telling them, “ That-Narvaex\was his very\ good Friend, 
“and a Perfon ‘of fuchiHonour, Intégricy, and good Seale, 
that hé would'nor fail of hearing Reafon, and would infal- 
 libly prefer the Servicevof God .and his Soveraign to the In- 

tereft of a private Man s\ Thav Diego Vela/queghad difpeopled 
“the Ifland of ‘Cuba purely to gratify “his revengeful: Temper ; 
‘and, in his Opinion, he had -fent:him a fre{hoSupply of Spa- 
niards wherewith ' ro: profecute»\his) Conqueft ; forheydid 
not in the leaf doubtybuc he fhould make Fellow-Soldiers 
and Companions of thofe .who»were fent.again{t: hpmuas 
67 Enemies) ">! slaeed ad s ox. ni aveol o3 
‘With his Captains hewas lefs referv'd. He: communicated!to 
‘them part of *his Sufpicions, and reafon'd, by:Way of Preven- 
tion, upon the: Accidents which might offer’: yHe’ reprefented, 
not without fome Aggravations, the mall Skill Narvaez Hadvin 
Military 
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Military Affairs; the ill Difpofition of his People; the Inju- 
flice of his Caufe, and other Motives of Encouragement, in 
which he conceal’d his real Sentiments, giving them in “Truth 
more Hopes than he had himfelf. | 
Laftly, He ask'd their Opinion, as he was always accuftom:d 
to do in Cafes of like Importance ; and difpofing st after fuch 
a Manner that they fhould advife him to what he thought beft, 
he refolv’d firft to try to bring Matters to an Accommoda- 
tion, andto make fuch Propofals to Narvaez that he fhould not 
be able to refule his Offers without charging himfelf with all 
the Inconveniencies of a Rupture: Bur at the fame Time he 
made Provifion for the War according to his wonted Dili- 
gence. He fent to his Friends of Tlafcdla to get ready Six 
Thonfand Soldiers for an Enterprize in which it was poflible 
he might want their Service. He orderd an Officer, with 
Three or Four Spanifh Soldiers, who had been in the Province 
of Chinantla to difcover the Mines. of that Part of the Coun- 
try, to endeavour to difpofe the Caziques to a Levy of other 
Two Thoufand Men, and that they fhould have them ready 
to march with him at the firft Notice. The Chinanteca’s were 
Enemies to the Mexicans, and had declar’d themfelves for the 
Spaniards with Signs of great Sincerity, and had fent privately 
to offer them their Obedience. Thefe were a valiant and war- 
like People, and with whom he thought it would redound very 
much to his Advantage to reinforce his Army: And recol- 
leéting, that he had heard the Lances which they usd in their 
Wars highly commended, as being confiderably longer than 
ours, and made of avery tough Wood, he orderd Three Hun- 
dred to be brought, to divide amongft his Soldiers, and arm d 
them with Points of temper'd Copper, which fufficiently fup- 
lied the want of Iron; a Precaution which fucceeded mighty 
well, both becaufe the Cavalry of Narvaez gave him no {mall 
Uneafinefs, and befides, he had a Mind to have Time to in- 
ftru& his Men in the Ufe and Management of thole Arms. 
In the mean while Pedro de Solis arriv'd with the Prifoners, 
fent by Gonzalo de Sandoval, of which he had inform’d Cortez, 
and expeéted his Orders at the Side-of the Lake: But Cortez, 
who already had Notice of their coming, went. out to receive 
them with more than ordinary Attendance. He immediately 
order’d their Fetters to be taken off, embrac’d them with great 
Humanity, and the Licentiate Guevara, more than once, with 
with particular Civility, telling him, “‘ That he would chaftife 
“ Gonzalo de Sandoval for the little Regard he had {hewn to his 
“ Perfon and Dignity,” He afterwards conducted him to his 
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own Apartment, gave him his Table, and with a feeming Sa- 
tisfaction, intimated feveral Times, how much he efteem’d the 
Happinels of having Pamphilo de Narvaez in that Country, on 
i Account of the paft Friendfhip and Intimacy that had been be- 
i i | tween them. He took Care that the Spaniards fhould all appear | 
Wit cheerful and hearty before him. He made him a Witnefs of | 
the Favours he receiv'd from Motezuma, and the great Relpe& | 
with which he was treated by the Mexican Princes. He prefented 
him with fome Jewels of Value, which greatly mollify’d the 
Violence of his Temper. He did the fame by his Companions ; 
and without letting them know that he ftood in Need of their 
good Offices to incline Narvaez to Peace, he difpatch’d them in 
Four Days, fully perfuaded by his Reafons, and engag’d by his 
Liberaliry and courteous Treatment. 

After he had taken thefe politick Meafures, leaving it to Time 
to ripen and to produce the Effect, he refolv’d to fend {ome Perfon 
of Account to make fuch Propofals to Narvaez, as were reafonable 
and convenient for the common Intereft and the Service of the 
King; and for this Negociation he chofe Fryer Bartolomeo de Olmedo, 
a Perfon of known Integrity, Wifdom, and Eloquence, and fup- 
ported by the Dignity of his Charaéter, making what Hatfte he pof- 
fibly could with his Difpatches ; and gave him Letters for Nuar- 
vaez, for the Licentiate Lucas Va/quex de Ayllon, and for the Se- 
cretary Andres de Duero, with feveral Jewels to diftribute, as he 
fhould think proper. The Importance of a Peace was the Ar- 
gument of thofe Letters ; in that to Narvaez, He courteoufly 
bad him welcome to thofe Coafts, with Expreffions of fingu- 
lar Refpe& and Efteem: And, after reminding him of their 

former Friendfhip and Intimacy, ‘* He inform’d him of the 
“ State of his Conqueft ; acquainting him, at large, with the 

“* Provinces he had fubjeéted ; the Sagacity and Martial Ge- 

““ nius of the People ; and reprefenting to him the Power and 

“ Grandeur of Motezuma.’ This he did, not fo much to mag- 

| nify his own Aétions, as to make him fenfible how much it 
| imported them all to unite their Forces for compleating the 
Hii | Enterprize which was in fo great a Forwardnefs. He gave him 
an likewife to underftand; “ How much they ought to fear, left 
Wh, | “© the Mexicans, a confiderate and warlike Nation, fhould come 
ie to the Knowledge of any Mifunderftanding amongft the 
ii | “¢ Spaniards, for that they would very well know how to make 
Aa “ their Advantage, and deftroy both Parties to free themfelves 
“ from a Foreign Yoke.’ And laftly he told-him, “ Thar, ro 
“ prevent all Difputesand Accidents, it was abfolutely neceflary, 
“¢ that, without farther Delay, he fhould acquaint him wea 
2 ** Orders 
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“ Orders he brought ; for if they were from the King, he was 
« yeady to obey them, give up his General's Staff, and the Army 
“ under his Command: But if his Commiffion was only from 
“ Diego Velafquez, they ought both of them to confider with 
equal Attention, how much they adventur’d; for that in 
“ any Difpute where the King’s Intereft was concern’d, the Pre- 
© tenfions of 2 Vaflal were but of {mall Weight, and might 
“ be adjufted at a cheaper Rate ; it being his Defign to fatisty 
“ Velaquex for all che Expence of his firft fitting out, and to di- 
“ vide with him not only the Profits but the very Glory of the 
“ Conqueft.? After this Manner he concluded his Letter 
But thinking he had dwelt too long upon the Article of Ac- 
commodation, he added, by Way of Poftfcript, fome brisk Ex- 
preffions, letting him know, © That he did not make Ufe of 
“© Arguments becaufe he wanted Force ; and that he knew as 
S¢ well how to defend, as how to propofe.” 

Pamphilo de Narvaex had taken up his Quarter, and lodg’d his 


Army in Zempoala; and the fat Cazique was very careful and 


— fedulous in the Entertainments of, and Attendance upon thofe 


Spaniards, believing they came as a Succour to his Friend Her- 
nan Cortez; but it was not long before he was undeceiv d: For 
he did not find in them the fame Manner of Carriage to which 
he had been accuftom’d by his former Guefts ; and notwith- 
ftanding they had with them no Interpreter to make rhemfelves 
be underftood, their Aétions fpoke, and their Proceedings fufh- 
ciently diftinguifh’dthem. He difcover’'d in Narvaez an im- 
perious ill-natur’d Difpoficion, which gave him no {mall Trou- 
ble; and he left him no Room to doubt when he faw him 
take by Force all the Furniture and Jewels which Hernan Cortex 
had left in his Houfe. The Soldiers, to whomthe Liberty their 
Commander took ferv’d for an Example, treated their Hofts 
like Enemies, and put in Praétice whatever Avatice, and a 
licentious Thirft for Rapine, could dictate. 

The Licentiate Guevara foon after arriv'd, and related the 
Succefs of his Journey; the Grandeur and Magnificence of 
Mexico; how well Hernan Cortex was receiv'd in that Court ; 
how much he was efteem’d and below’d by Motezwma, and re- 
fpected by his Vaflals : He extoll’d the Humanity and Courtefly 
with which he had receiv’dand entertain’d him ; and from that 
he pafs’d on to what Cortez fo earneftly defir’d, that it might 
not be known that there was any Mifunderftanding amongft 
the Spaniards: And he was about propofing an Accommodation 
of all, but he could not profecute his Difcourfe, tor Narvaex 
cut him fhort, telling him, ‘ That he might return to 

“Mexico, 
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“« Mexico, ifthe Artifices of Cortez had:made fo mighty an Impref- 
“ fion upon him; and thruft him from his Prefence with great 
“ Rudenefs and Difrefpect.”| But the Prieft and his Compa- 
nions fought:a new Auditory; Paffing with that News, and 
with thefe Prefents, to the Aflemblies of the Soldiers, and,ob- 
tain'd what moft of all imported the Care! and Diligence of 
Cortez ; for fome began to commend, and inclineto the Reafona+ 
blenefs of his Arguments; others made Encomiums upon his 
Liberality; and all remain’d difpos'd to Peace,- the moft Part 
beginning to have a Sufpicion of, anda Diflike ‘to the Obfti- 
nacy and ill Temper of Narvaez. ©, DQ » 
Father Bartolomeo de Olmedo {oon follow’d Guevara, and found 
in Pamphilo de Narvaez much more Pride and Haughtinefs than 
Good Nature and Humanity. He deliver’d his Letters, and the 
other having read them out of Compliment, and with the Air of 
one who puts a Conftraint upon himfelf, he, difposd himfelf 
to hear what he had to fay; giving him tounderftand, That he 
{ufterd the Embafly purely for the Sake of the Embaflador. 
The Fathers Harangue was eloquent, expreflive, and fubftan- 
tial. He began with putting him in Mind of the Obligations 
of his Profeflion, to interpofe himfelf as a difinterefted Me- 
diator in thefe Differences; endeavour’d to fet forth the Since> 
rity of Cortez’s Heart, as an Eye-Witnels to all his Proceedings, 
and bound to {peak the Truth.) Next he affur'd him, “ That 
‘* it would be no difficult Matter for him to obtain any Thing 
that f{hould be propos’d, provided it was reafonable, and for 
the Service of the King.’ Then he reprefented, in elegant 
Terms, “What a Hazard they ran by thofe Mifunderftand- 
“ ings; and what an extraordinary Advantage it would be to 
Diego Velafquez, if he would co-operate with thefe Forces, to 
compleat the Conqueft ;’ and added: “ That having them 
at his Command, he ought to weigh the Ufe he was to put 
them to with the prefent State of Affairs; a Point which 
muft be prefupposd in his Inftructions; fince it was al- 
ways left to the Difcretion of the Captain, to chufe the 
Means with which he was to obtain the End he aim’d at: 
And a Commander was always oblig’d toa& according to the 
Times and Accidents, left in the Execution of his Orders 
he fhould deftroy the Intention thereof.” | | 
The Anfwer of Narvaex was precipitace and confus’d; he 
faid, “ That ic did not become Diego Vela/quex to make Con- 
“* ditions with a rebellious Subjeét, whole Chaftifement was 
“ the firft and principal Bufinefs of the Army he had under 
“his Conduét: That he would immediately proclaim for 
“¢ ‘Traytors 
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“ Traytors all thofe who efpous'd the Intereft of that Rebel ; 
« and that he had brought fufficient Force to fnatch the Con- 
“ queft out of his Hands, without having any Occafion for 


_ © the Advice of thofe who, being equally guilty, with the fame 


“ Reafons they had to tremble at his Approach, were endea- 
“ vouring to perfuade him.” Father Bartholomeo, {till prefer- 
ving the fame Moderation of Temper, reply'd, “ That he 


- & would do well to confider, what he intended to refolve up- 


“ on; for before he arriv'd at Mexico, he would find whole 
“ Provinces of Warlike Indians, Friends and Confederates to 


“© Cértex , who would not fail to take up Arms in his Defence; 
“and that it would not be fo eafy to {upprefs him as he ima- 


“ gin’d, fince his Spaniards were all refolutely decermin’d to 


_ © dye with him; and befides, he had Motezuma on his Side ; 


© 4 Prince fo powerful, that for every fingle Soldier he had 
 “ broughe with him, he was able to raife a numerous Army.” 
© And laftly, he told him, That an Affair of this Nature was 


“ not to be refolv’d in Hafte, but requir’d Deliberation, and 
“ a fecond Refle@tion; adding, That he would return for his 
“ final Anfwer.” 

With this Bravado the Father took his Leave, for he thought 


jt was neceflary to abate that Confidence Narvaez had placd 
in his Forces, on which he chiefly founded his Obftinacy, 


He proceeded prefently to put in Execution the other Part 


of his Inftru@ions, He vifited the Licentiate Lucas Vafquex 


de Ayllon, and the Secretary Andres de Duero, who highly com- 


mended his Zeal, approving what he propos'd to Narvaex, 
_ offering to affift in his Difpatch with their utmoft Power, in 
order to eftablifh a Peace, which was fo very neceffary to all. 
| Then the Farher vificed the Captains and Soldiers of his Ac- 
 quaiftance ; publifh’d his Commiffion ; endeavour'd to fupport 


the good Intention of Cortex; made them all defirous of a 
- Reconciliation; diftribured the Jewels and other Curiofities he 


had in Charge with good Judgment, and had Reafon to hope 
that there would be a Party fotm’d in Favour of Cortez, or 
at leaft in Favour of an Accommodation, had not Pamphilo de 
_ Narvaez, whio had Notice of thefe Practices, put a Stop to his 
Proceeding. He order'd him to be brought before him, loaded 
him with Injuries and Threats, call’d him @ mutinons and fediti- 
ows Traytor, giving the Name of Treafon to his Sounding a- 
~ mongft his People the Praifes of Cortez; and was determin’d to 


have fecur’d his Perfon, had not the Secretary Andres de Duero 


interpos’d, at whofe Inftances he alter’d his Mind, and fent him 


Orders immediately to depart from Zempoala. 


Re But 
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But the Licentiate Lucas Vafquex de Ayllon, being inform’d 
of what pafs’d, came very fealonably and gave his Opinion, 
‘© That ic would be proper firft to aflemble all the Officers, thac 
“ they might confider more deliberately what An{werfhould be 
“ return’d to Hernan Cortez, fince he fhew'd himfelf difpos’d to 
Peace ; and itfeem’d no difficult Matter to bring it aboutupon 
Terms reafonable and advantageous to all.’ To, which Propo- 

fal were very much inclin’d fome of the Officers who were pre- 
fenc: But Narvaez heard him with a Sort of Impatience which 
favour'd fomewhat of Contempt ; and in Order to ftop all their 
Mouths atonce, he, before them all, made a folemn Declaration 
of War, with Fire. and Sword, againft Hernan Cortez, caufing 
the fame to be publickly proclaim’d, pronouncing him a Rebel 
and a Traytor tothe King, and affigning a confiderable Reward 
to any, who fhould either cake or killhim. He, at thefame Time, 
gave Orders that the Army fhould prepare to march. But | 
the Auditor Lucas Velafquex, de Ayllon, not being able to endure | 
thofe Irregularities, and who was indeed oblig'd to put a Stop to 
fuch violent Proceedings by his own Authority, commanded 
the Cryer to defift, and plainly told Narvaez, “ That he fhould 
“ not ftira Foot from Zempoala upon Pain of Death, nor em- 
“ ploy thofe Forces without the unanimous Confent of the 
“ whole Army.” He commanded the Captainsand Soldiers not 
to obey him, and perfifted in his Protefts and in exerting his 
Authority with fuch Refolution, that Narvaez, quite out of Pa- 
tience, blind with Choler, and lofing all Refpect to his Perfon 
and Function, order’ him to be ignominioufly apprehended, 
and immediately carry d away on Board one of his Veflels to 
the Ifland of Cuba. Upon which Fryer Bartolomeo de Olmedo te- 
turn’d very much fcandaliz’d without any farther Anfwer ; and 
his own Captains and Soldiers themfelves were {fo highly in- 
cens'd, that the moft Intelligent, obferving he had prefum‘d 
to arreft a Minifter of that Rank and Charaéter, found them- 
felves oblig’d to look on till they could take fome Meafures for 
the Service of the King ; and thofe of lefs Judgment and Pene- 
tration had Matter fufficient for Difaffection and Murmuring 
againft their Captain. This Infolence of Narvaez gave the 
Affairs of Cortex a happy Turn, confirming him in the good 
Opinion of the Soldiers; and the falfe Steps and Mifmanage- 
ment of his Enemy rais’d his Reputation more than all his Di- 
ligence and Circum{pection had done before. 
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MorezumMa continues Ins good Offices toward Co r- 
TEZ and his Spaniards. The Alteration which 
Jome attribute to the Pratticesof Narv xz. lookd 
upon as fictitious and improbable. Cortez re- 
Solves to depart, and executes that Refolution, lea- 
ving a Part of lis Force in Mexico. 


ifeage OME of our Writers report, that Pamphilo de Nar- 
| vyaex held a Correfpondence of great Intimacy and 
@ Friend{hip with Motexuma: That Couriers went and 
™ came from Mexico to Zempoala, by whofe Means he 
gave him to underftand, “ ‘That he brought a Commiffion 
from the King of Spain to chaftife the Violences and Exor- 
bitances of Cortez, That not only he himfelf, but all thofe 
who follow'd his Banners, were Fugitives and Rebels; and 
that having underftood how greatly his Majefty was op- 
prefsd, proposd immediately to march with his Army, 
in order to_xeftore him to his Liberty, and the peaceable 
“ Poffeflion of his Dominions ;” with other malicious Impo- 
ftures of the fame Kind. ‘To which they add, That Motezuma 
charm’d with thofe Hopes which fo agreeably flatter'd his De- 
fires, not only carry’d on a friendly Correfpondence with him, 
but alfo made him feveral great and valuable Prefents, being 
jealous of Cortex, and defirous to regain his Liberty thro’ thofe 
private and underhand Means. We know not how this Intel- 
ligence could ever come to the Knowledge of Motexuma: For 
Narvaez had no Interpreters to make himfelf underftood amongtt 
the Indians, and fuch a concerted Negociation could never be 
carry d on by Signs and Dumb-Shew. None of his Spaniards 
came to Mexico except the Licentiate Guevara, and his Compa- 
nions which Sandoval {ent; and thefe had never any private 
Conference with Motezuma, And even had Cortex been guilty 
of fuch a Piece of Negligence, they could not poflibly have 
been intelligible to each other without making Ue of Aguilar 
or of Donna Marina ; a Cafe wholly inconfiftent with what is 
related of their untainted Fidelity. We muft believe then, that 
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the Indians of Zempoala knew by the Behaviour, Countenances,and 
other exterior Tokens, the Enmity and Oppofition there fub- 
{ited between thofe Two Armies, of all which Intelligence was 
{ent to Motezwma by his Confidents and Minifters ; fince it is 
not in the jeaft to be doubted but that he had the Account be- 
fore it was imparted to him by Cortex: But from his A@tions 
it plainly appears, that he kept his Mind inviolably firm; and 
was wholly free from any underhand Defign againft the Spa- 
niards of Mexico. It is not -deny’d but that. che Emperor fent 
fome Prefents of Value to Narvaez ; but it cannot be concluded 
from thence that there*was a Corrrefpondence between them: 
For thefe Mexican Princes were accuftom’d fo to regale all Stran- 
gers who happen’d to touch on their Coafts, as Motezuma had 
done to Cortez and his Followers ; and he might conceal, without 
Artifice, that Mark of his Liberality, as being an eftablifhd 
Cuftom, or perhaps to avoid feeming to make a Merit of his 
Generofity. Burtit is obfervable that in thofe very Gifts, whether 
conceal’d or otherwife, there were fome cafual Circumftances 
which turn’d to the Credit cf Cortez: For upon the Receipt of 
them, Narvaez exprefs’d more Attachment to them than was 
becoming ; for after he had counted them over with great 
Exaétnefs, he order’d them to be fet afide with fuperabundant 
Care, without making the leaft Shew of his Liberality to his 
oreateft Confidents. And the Soldiers, tho’ they are never {en- 
fible of their own infatiable Avarice, yet they never fail of con- 
demning it in their Generals, began to be difpiriced with this 
Difappointment of their Hopes, and mixing their own proper 
Interefts amongft the Caufes of the prefent Divifions, they judged 
Cortex had the moft Reafon on his Side, as being the moft liberal 
and generous. 

Father Bartolomeo de Olmedo at length return’d from his Jout- 
ney, and Hernan Cortex found in his Relation all that he fuf- 
pected of Narvaez : He was not fo much concern‘d atthe Con- 
tempt he fhew’d tothe Propofals he had made him with Regard 
to himfelf, as he was on Account of the Undertaking. He was 
fenfible, by the Imprifonment of theAuditor Lucas Vafquez de Ayllon, 
what little Regard he had to the King’s Service, who could carry 
his Infolence to fuch a Length. He heard without Refentment, 
at leaft outwardly, the injurious and reviling Language with 
which he treated him in his Abfence. Authors do with Juftice 
very much commend his Moderation, that when he receiv’d 
Advice from feveral Hands of the Contempt with which he 
fpoke of his Perfon, the Indecencies and Bitternefs of his Re- 
flections, and how often he took the Liberty to brand him ee 
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the infamous Name of Traytor, he was never heard to utter an 
unfeemly Expreffion, or to call Pamphilo de Narvaez by any o- 
ther than his own Name. A Mind notto be fufficiently valu’d, 
which can receive Outrages, and at the fame Time preferve a 
Moderation ! i 

Greatly did Cortex comfort himfelf with the News which Fa- 
ther Bartolomeo de Olmedo brought him, of the good Difpofition 
he found in the People of Narvaez, who for the moft Part were 
defirous of Peace, and but little affected to his Opinion ; fo that 
he did not doubt but that he fhould be able to face him as an 
Enemy, and to bring him to the Terms he defird either by 
Force, or the Diffaffection of his own Soldiers. He commu- 
cicated his Thoughts to his Officers, and having jointly and 
maturely confider’d the Inconveniencies on all Sides, they held 
it for the leaft hazardous to take the Field with the greateft 
Number they poflibly could, and to incorporate the Indians 
who were ready provided in Tla/cala and Chinantla, and _ after- 
wards to march in a Body towards Zempoala, with a Defign to 
halt in fome confederate Town, where they might be nearer at 


Hand to treat of Peace ; having befides the Advantage of ca- 


pitulating with Arms in their Hands, and the Conveniency of 
being in a Place where they might pick up fuch of the People of 
Narvaez as flould determine, or be inclin’d to quit his Party. 
This Refolution was immediately publifh’d amongft the Sol- 
diers, and receiv’d with great Applaufe and Chearfulnefs. They 
were not ignorant of the great Inequality of Number there was 
between them and the contrary Party ; but in Sight of fuch 
Danger they were fo far from entertaining the leaft Thoughts 
of Fear, that thofe who lay under the leaft Obligations of ex- 
erting their Zeal for the Caufe, claim’d a Title to be prefent in 
the Expedition ; and it was neceflary to make Ufe both of In- 
treaties and Authority, when the Time came to name thofe 
who were to be left in Mexico; fo great was the Confidence 
they had fix’d, fome in the Prudence and Conduct, others in the 
Intrepidity and Valour, but all in general in the good Fortune 
of their Commander ; for fo they term’d that extraordinary 
and uninterrupted Series of Succels with which he was wont 
to accomplifh whatfoever he took in Hand. A Quality which 
is of great Force on the Minds of Soldiers, and would be ftill 
more {uperlatively efficacious if they knew how to make fuitable 
Returns to the great Author of Nature for thofe unlook’d-for 
Events which are call’d Good Fortune, becaufe they proceed 
from a Caufe they do not comprehend. 
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Hernan Cortez, without delaying thé Mattet, ‘provided’ 
beforehand with various Precences, repair’d to Motezwmta’s 
Apartment, to give him an Account of his intended March, 
concealing, as much as poflible, his inward Concern: But the 
Emperor oblig’d him to take a Turn different from what he had 
defign’d, by anticipating hit, and beginning the Con verfation, 
He receiv’d him, faying, “That he had for fome ‘Time ob- 
“ fery’d him to be very thoughtful, and was concern d that he 
fhould conceal from him the Caufe of his Difcontent; for 
he had from different Parts teceiv’d Information, That the 
Spanifh General refiding in Zempoala, came with bad Intentions 
againft him and his: That he did not fo much wonder that 
they fhould be Enemies for fome perfonal Prejudice, and 

tivate Mifunderftanding, as that, being, as they were Vaf- 
fals to the fame Prince, they fhould head Two Armies of 
contrary Fa€tions, by which it plainly appear’d, that one 
of them muft of Neceffity be a Rebel to his Soveraign.” _ 
This unexpected Account from Motezuma, and the Manner 
in which it was deliver’d, might have embarrafs'd Cortez 5 not 
did it fail to fhock him in fome Meafure : But with that natural 
Promptitude with which he was always accuftom’d to difengage 
himfelf upon fuch Occafions, he anfwer'd without Hefitation, 
“ That thofé who made their Obfervations upon the bad In- 
tentions of thofe Spaniards, and the imprudent Menaces of 
their unadvis'd Commander, had inform’d him of no other 
than the Truth, and he now came with a Defign to commu- 
nicate the fame to him, having not had ir in his Power to 
comply fooner with this Obligation, becaufe Father Bartolo- 
meo de Olmedo was but juft arriv’d with the firft Account of 
the News. That nocwithftanding the Spanifh Captain, who 
was at Zempoala, had given fome Proofs of a diforderly Paf- 
fion, yet he was not to be look’d upon as a Rebel, but ra- 
ther as a Perfon deceivd, who imagin’d he was ferving his 
Prince while he was doing the Reverfe ; for he came thither in 
Quality of a Subftitute, or Lienrenant, from a mifinform’d 
Governor, who refidingin a very remote Province, was not ac- 
uainted with the laft Refolutions of the Court of Spain, and 
was perfuaded that the Duty of this Embafly in which himfelf 
was employ’d was his Property, and of Right belong’dto him: 
That all the Preparations of fo frivolous a Precaution would 
eafily vanifh, without any farther Trouble than his pete 
before him his own Difpatches, by Virtue of which he hac 
full Power and Jurifdi@tion over all the Spaniards, both Off- 
cers and others, who fhould arrive upon thofe Coafts : 
wae? “¢ And 
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“ And that therefore, before his Ignorance and Mifinformation 
“ fhould engage him to take any farther falfe Steps, he had 
“ sefolw’d to dire&t his March to Zempoala, with) great Part 
“ of his Forces, to difpofe thofe Spaniards to return to theis 
“ Ships; and that he would make them fenfible, that they 
“ were now to refpeét the Subjects of the Mexican Empire as 
‘¢ People admitted under che Protection of the King of Spam; 
“© That he would immediately put this in Execution, the prin- 
“ cipal Motive of hishaftening his Departure being the juft Con- 
“ fideration of not preventing them fronvapproaching his Court, 
“ that Army being composd of Men lefs difeiplin’d and 
“ governable than became thofe who were to be admitted 
““ Tato that Neighbourhood, without running the Hazard of 
“ occafioning fome Difturbance amongft his Vaflals.” 

After this Manner Cortex endeavour'd, as well as he could, to 
intereft that Prince in his Refolution.; and Motezuma, who al- 
ready knew the Vexations and Inconveniencies of which the 
Zempoalans complain’d, commended his Defign ; holding it ex- 
pedient, that he fhould endeavour to keep at a Diftance from 
the Court Troops of fuch violent and irregular Proceedings : 
But it appear'd to him as an A&t of Temerity in Cortex, that 
fince thole Spaniards had already declar'd themfelves his Ene- 
mies, and were fo difproportionately fuperior to him in Force, 
he fhould offer to expofe himfelf upon‘fuch precarious Terms ; 
fince, in his Opinion, if he came off well, he muft needs be 
difregarded, tho’ he ftood a far worfe Chance. He offer’d to 
furnifh him with an Army that fhould fupport him, the Leaders 
whereof fhould be under his Command, and intirely at his 
Devotion, fince he would give them ftrict Orders to refpect 
and obey him as they would do himfelf if he went in Perfon: A 
Point which he repeated, and with many Inftances earneftly 
infifted upon, by which he gave convincing Proofs of his Sin- 
cerity and Affeétion, without any Mixture of Fallacy or Affe- 
tation. But Hernan Cortez gratefully thank’d him for his friendly 
Offers, tho’, atthe fame Time, he excus’d himfelf from accepting 
them ; for in Reality he plac’d’but a flender Confidence in the 
Mexicans, neither did he care to run the Hazard of admitting 
Auxiliary Forces which might command him ; as one who well 
knew how embarafling it was in A@ions of War, to have at 
once the Front engag’d by a known Enemy, and the Sides and 
Rear {urrounded by Friends not much to be confided in. 

The Motives of his Journey being after this Manner fome- 
what foften’d, he next employ’d his whole Care in making all 
neceflary Preparations for ‘his fetting out, with a‘Defign to get 
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what Intelligence he was able, before Narvaez {hould make any 
Movement. He determin’d to leave in Mexico Eighty Spaniards 
under the Command of Pedro de Alverado, which in the Opi- 
nion of all was moft prudently refolv’d, becaufe that Officer 
was highly in Motexuma's Favour, befides his being a Gentleman 
of great Courage and good Senfe, and had the Advantage of be- 
ing an accomplifh d Courtier, and together with a free enga- 
ging Behaviour, he had all the Refolution thac was necellary 
to overcome the greateft Difficulties, and could have Recourle 
to Policy when he found Strength was not fufficient. The Ge- 
neral gave him in Charge, ‘‘ That he fhould do his utmoft to 
“ keep Motezwma in that Kind of Liberty which might make 
“ him infenfible of Confinement, and fhould prevent, as much as 
“ poffible, his having any long Conferences with the Mexicans.” 
He left under his Care all the Treafure, as well chat belonging 
to the King his Soveraign, as to particular Perfons ; and above 
all he made him fenfible, how much it imported to keep that 
Part of his Forces in the Mexican Court, and that Prince at 
his Devotion ; that being the Point to which he ought to di- 
ret all his Actions, as the Foundation of their Common 
Security. 

To the Soldiers he gave Orders, “‘ That they fhould obey their 
‘“ Captain, and ferve, and refpect Motexuma with greater Dili- 
“<- gence, Circum({peétion, and Submiffion than ever;and that they 
“ ‘be careful of maintaining an amicable Correfpondence with 
“ thofe of his Family and Court : Exhorting them, for their 
“ gwn Security, to Union among themfelves, and Civility to- 
‘¢ wards others.” / 

He difpacch’d a Courier to Gonzalo de Sandoval, with Or- 
ders, ‘‘ That he fhould march out to meet him, or, with the 
“ Spaniards under his Command, wait his Coming at the Place 
“© where he propos’d to halt, leaving the Fortrefs of Vera Cruz, 
“ to the Care of the Confederate Indians ;’ which in Effect, was 
little lefs than abandoning it. But it was not now Time to 
think of dividing his Forces, neither would that Fortification, 
which was built only to keep off the Indians, be capable of refi- 
fting the Spaniards if they hada Mind to attack it, He took Care 
of what Provifions were neceffary, that he might not have chem to 
feek, or be forc’d to extort them from the Peafants. He procur da 
Body of Indians of Burthen, who were to carry the Baggage; and the 
next Day being fix’d upon for the March, he order’d High-Mals to 
be celebratedjwhereat he commanded,that all the Soldiers fhould 
be prefent, in order to recommend to God the good Succels of 
their Enterprize ; protefting before the Altar, “That he defird 
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“* nothing but to do Service to God and his King, which in thae 


“ Juncture he faid were infeparable : That he went without 
‘ Hatred, Malice, or Ambition, which Confideration he would 
“ always retain, and was aflur’d that the Juftice of his Caufe 
““ would plead for him before God and Man.” 

He next went to take his Leave of Motezuma, and earneftly 
requefted him, ‘‘ That he would proteét that {mall Number of 
“ Spaniards, he left with him, and would be pleas’d not to aban- 
' don them upon any Account whatfoever ; for the leaf 
Change or Diminution of his Favour towards them might 
occafion great Inconveniencies, which would require extra- 
“-ordinary Remedies if his Subjeéts fhould perceive any Al- 
teration in his Management ; and that he fhould be very forry 
“ to find himfelf, at his Return, oblig’d to approach that Perfon 
“ complaining, from whofe Prefence he departed {o well fatisfy'd.” 
To which he added, “That Pedro de Alvarado was left to repre= 
“ fent his Perfon sand as by that Commiffion the Prerogatives of 
“an Embaflador belong’dto him, during his Abfence: That he 
“had bound him under an Obligation to affift in every Thing 
“* that fhould be for his Majefty’s greater Service ; and that he 
“ did not doubt but he fhould return very fpeedily to his Pre- 
“* fence, free from all thefe Perplexities, to receive his Orders, 
“ prepare for his Voyage, and carry to the Emperor his Sove- 
“ raign, together with his Majefty’s magnificent Prefents, the 
“ ‘News of his Friendfhip and Confederacy, which would be to 
“ him the Jewel of far greater Value than all.” 

Motezuma, again began to exprefs his Concern, that he fhould 
offer to fet out with fo unequal a Force, and intreated him, 
“ Thar if there was no other Way to decide their Difputes but 
“ by Arms, he would endeavour to delay the coming to an 
“ open Rupture till the Arrival of the Mexican’ Succours, which 
“the would not fail to get ready, in what Number he defir’d. 
““ He gave him his Word not to forfake the Spaniards which he 
“ left with Pedro de Alvarado, nor change his Habitation during 
“ his Abfence.”” Antonio de Herrera adds, That he accompany'd 
hima good Way out of Town with his whole Retinue of Cour- 
tiers ; but malitioufly atcributes this Refpect not to any real 
Friendfhip, but to the earneft Defire he had to fee him- 
felf freed from the Spaniards, {uppofing him to be already dif- 
affe&ted to Hernan Cortez and his Followers, and glad to get rid 
of them at any Rate. What appears is, that he punctually 
kept his Promife, perfevering both in his Continuance with the 
Spaniards in their Quarters, and in his accuftom’d Kindnefs and 
Familiarity to them, notwithftanding great Difturbances hap- 
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pen’d, all which he might have remedied by returning to his 
own Palace. And in his whole Procedure, as well in what he 
did in the Defence of thofe Spaniards who were near his Perlon, 
as in what he left unattempted againft the reft in that Difunion 
of their Forces, it is evidently demonftrable, that he cannot be 
juftly charg’d with the leaft Double-Dealing, or any Alteration 
in his Behaviour towards them. Ie is true, that at laft he began 
to wifh they were gone, becaufe the Quiet of his whole Realm 
abfolutely requir'd it; but he never once refolvd to break 
with them, or ever forgot the Royal Safe-Guard under the 
Protection of which they refided at his Court. Thefe Principles, 
which indeed feem to belong to a better taught and lefs barbarous 
Prince, and little anfwerable to Motezuma's natural Difpofition, 
yet fo totala Change of this Indian's Temper may be look’d upen 
as one of the Miracles which God wrought to facilicare che 
Conqueft : For the extraordinary Affection and Inclination, 
with that awful Dread and Deference, which he always had for 
Cortez, were fo directly oppofite to his unbounded Pride and 
Refervednefs, that every one of his Actions which fo notori- 
oufly contradi&ted Nature, may very well be imputed to a 
Divine Infpiration. 


Ci Buy Basi ae: 


HERNAN Correz direds bis March towards 
Zempoala. Is difappointed of the Succours which 
he expeéted from Tlafcala. Continues bis March 
as far as Motalequita; from whence he again makes 


Overtures of Peace, and, with new Provocation, 
declares War. 


ESOP HE Y began their March, following the Road of Cho- 
2 BAN lula with all the Caution and Care which the Security 

ye J of the Army requir'd, and which Cuftom had now 
vases made eafy to the Soldiers, by long Experience grown 
perfectin the Art of War, inur’d to the Hardfhips which attend 
it, and accuftom’d to obey without Murmuring or Difputing. 
They were receiv din that City wich a chearful Welcome ; the 
fervite Dread with which thefe People firft paid their Obedience 
being now converted into an unfeigned affectionate Veneration 
pbek for 
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for their Conquerors. From thence they pafs’d on to Tlafcaia, 
and half a League from that City they found a {plendid Ap- 
pearance of the Nobility, and the whole Senate. The Entrance 
was celebrated with great Demonftrations of Joy, anfwerable 
to the frefh Lawrels with which the Spaniards recurn’d, after ha- 
ving deprived Motezuma of his Liberty, and fomewhat abated 
the exorbitant Pride of the Mexicans. A Circumftance which 
increas'd their Applaufes, and greatly better’d the Treatment 
of the Army. The Senate immediately went to deliberate up- 
on the Anfwer which they were to give to Hernan Cortez, cons 
cerning the Auxiliary Forces he had defir'd of the Republick, 
And here we find another Difagreement of our Authors, which 
unhappily too frequently occur in thefe Accounts of the Indies, 
obliging us fometimes to embrace that which has the greateft 
Appearance of Probabiliry, and very often to be at abundance 
of Trouble to fearch for what is only poffible. Bernal Diaz 
fays, That he demanded Four Thoufand Men, and that they 
gave him a Refufal, with the Pretence, That their Soldiers 
durft not take up Arms againft the Spaniards, for that they 
found themfelves incapable of refifting the Horfes and Fire- 
Arms. And Antonio de Herrera affirms, That they gave Six Thou- 
{and effective Men, and offer'd him a greater Number; which 
he fays were adtually incorporated amongft the Spanifh Com- 
panies, and thac ac Three Leagues Diftance from their City 
they return’d Home, as not being accuftom’d to fight far from 
their own Confines. But be it as it will, for ic is not of any 
Importance, nor can we pretend to reétify every Error, it 
Is very certain, that the Tlafcalans did not appear upon this 
Occafion. Hernan Cortex demanded their Militia more to make 
a Noife and Shew with Narvaez than that he much confided 
in their Arms, or depended on their Service againft the 
Spaniards. 

But it is likewife certain, that he parted from that City 
without Complaint or Diftruft of the Tlafcalans; for he fought 
them afterwards, and found them always ready when he had 
any Occafion for their Service againftother Indians; upon which 
Occafions they were valiant and: refolute, having always 
preferv’'d their Liberty in Spite of the whole Power of 
the Mexican Emperor, fo near his Capital Cicy ; and that 
under the Reign of a Prince who center’d his greatelt Va~ 
nity in the Renown of being call'daConqueror. The Army 
ftay’d) but-a fhore Time in Tlafcala, and, haftening their 
March, they pafs'd on to Matalequita, a Town of Indian Friends, 
diftant Twelve Leagues from Zempoala, where, almoft - the: 
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fame Inftant, he was join’d by Gonzalo de Sandoval, with the 
Troops under his Command, and Seven Soldiers more, who, 
the Day after the Imprifonment of the Auditor Lucas Vafquex 
de Ayllon, had from the Army pafs'd to Vera Cruz, as from that 
Adtion having a Sufpicion of the Party they were engag’d in. 
From thofe Spaniards Cortex was inform’d of all that was tran{+ 
acted in his Enemy’s Quarters, and Sandoval gave him an exact 
Account of all: For before fetting out he found Means to 
introduce into Zempoala Two Spanifh Soldiers, who moft artfully 
imitated the Behaviour and Gelture of the Indians, nor were 
they very much unlike them in their Complexion: Thefe 
Men voluntarily and chearfully ftripp'd themfelves, and con- 
cealing their Nakednefs with the barbarous Cloathing of that 
Country, early in the Morning enter’'d into Zempoala, with each 
a Basket of Fruit upon his Head, and placing themfelves a- 
mongft the reft of thofe who fold that Sort of Provifion, truck d 
their Eruit for Glafs, and fo defirous were they in feigning their 
Eagernefs after Trifles, and the Simplicity of the Native Pea- 
fants, that no one regarded them; fo that they went all about 
the Town, and efcap’d in Safety with what Intelligence they 
had got: But not contented with only this, they refolv’d 
to bring Proof of what Sort of Watch this Army kept in the 
Night, and return'd a Second Time, with each of them a 
Load of Grafs, amongft fome Indians who had been out a For- 
raging ; and did not only difcover the Enemy’s little Vigi- 
lance in their Quarters, but confirm’d it by bringing off to 
Vera Cruz a Horfe which they had the Addrefs to convey a- 
way from the very Parade, without meeting with the leaft 
Oppofition ; and it happend to belong to Captain Salvatierra, 
one of the moft zealous Sticklers in exafperating Narvaez a- 
gainft Hernan Cortex: A Circumftance which made the Prize 
much more valuable. Thefe Two Soldiers, notwithftanding 
they perform’d, upon this Occafion, all that could be expected 
from Induftry and undaunted Refolution, yet their Names are 
unfortunately and unjuftly conceal’d, in a Defign fo well exe- 
cuted, and in a Hiftory wherein we find, at every Step, Actions 
of far lefs Moment regifter’'d as Honours to the Name of the 
Performers, 

Cortex, founded a great Part of his Hopes upon the {mall 
Skill and Experience the oppofice Party had in Military Af- 
fairs ; and the Negligence and fupine Security with which Pam- 
philo de Narvaez govern’d the Troops under his Condué, furnifh’d 
his Imagination with various Defigns: This Supinity pro- 
ceeded, as Cortex very well knew, from the Contempt in 


which 
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which that General. held. the inferior. Force of the Mexican- 
Spaniards ; nor was.Cortex at all difpleas'd to fee himfelf and his 
Partifans fo contemn’d, . fince it caus’d fuch a Security in the 
Enemy's Army; a Security, {fo favourable to his Pretenfions, 
and which feem*d,to fight his Battle for him: Nor was he out 
in that Manner of arguing; ic being demonftrably evident, 
that Security is an utter Enemy to all Precaution, and has oc- 
cafiond the Ruin, of many) a Commander. It ought to be 
reckon’d.amongft the greateft Dangers of War; for, generally 
{peaking, when Two Armies come to meafure their Strengch, 
the defpis’d Enemy gets the better. In the mean, while Cortez 
was notidle ; and tho’ he prefs’d his Competitor.with repeated 
Inftances to accommodate. their Difference in: an amicable 
Way, as wifely confidering , that Propofals of, Peace ought.to 
precede the Rupture onhis Side, yet,he made all neceflary 
Preparations for War... |. ! 

_ He mufterd his Men, and found he;had Two Hundred, Se- 
venty Six Spaniards, including the Officers, and.thofe who came 
from Vera Cruz with Gonzalo de Sandoyal, without reckoning 
the Indians of Burthen he had, to carry the Baggage.» After this 
he difpatch’d-Father Bartolomeo de Olmedo.:a fecond Time, to 
make his ultimate Efforts for the adjufting of all Matters in 
Difpute ; but it was not long before, that Ecclefiaftick fent 
him Advice of |the. {mall Succefs of his Negociation.. But 
Cortex, defiring fill to dofomething , more in.order to juftify 
himfelf, and to gain Time till the Two Thoufand Indians 
which he expected from Chinantla were arriv’d, he refolv'd to 
fend Captain Juan, Velafquex, de Leon, as believing, that by his 
Authority, and his near Relation to Diego Velafquez, his Me- 
diation: might be better accepted. He had long, Experience of 
his Fidelity, and but a few Days before he had: repeated his — 
Proteftations of dying by his Side, if there was Occafion, and 
put into his Hands.a Letter fent him by Narvaez, wherein he 
made him very advantageous Offers, if he would efpoufe his 
Intereft, A Proof of his Friendfhip and. Integrity, which Sin- 
cerity and ingenious Procedure Cortez return’d by confiding 
to his Management fo important a Negociation. It was ge- 
nerally believ'd, .when he arriv’d at Zempoala, that he came 
determin’d to follow the Banners of his Kinfman Diego Vela/- 
quex ; and Narvaez with a numerous Retinue went out to re- 
ceive him: But when he began to underftand his Commifiion, 
and found he was endeavouring tojuftify and fupport the Caufe 
of his Enemy Cortex, he broke off the Difcourfe, and with 
fome Paffion’ abruptly left him, tho’ not altogether without 

. la Hopes 
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Hopes of sat him; for before he renew'd the Conver- 
fation with hit; he gave Orders t6 mufter his whole Force 
wm Kis Préletice, defiring, in Appearance, either to terrify or 
conviice him with chis vain Oftenration of his Strength. Some 
advis'd Narvaez to fecufe his Perfon; bur that he durft not at 
retipt, by Realon that Genleman had many Friends in the 
Army; on thé contrary He invited him to Dinner the Day fol- 
owing, as he hikewife' did all the Officers who were his greatelt 
Friends, and in Whom he moft confided, co affit him in his En- 
deavours to bring that Captain over to his Party. The Be- 
ginning of the Converfarion was all Civility and Comple- 
ments: But amidft their Mirth, and the Liberties of the Feaft, 
there began {oon after fome Ralleries to be introduc’d againft 
Cortex. And notwithftanding Captain Fuan Velafques tor fome 
Time endeavourd to diffemble his Uneafinefs, that he might 
not ruin the Negociation he was intrufted with ; yer, when 
they came to indecent Expreffions, and utterd injurious Inve- 
Gives againft Cortez , he could no longer contain himfelf, but 
faid aloud with fome Warmth; “That they fhould enter upon 
“ ome other Difcourfe, and net revile and {peak ill of his 
“ abfent General, in his Prefence;” adding, “ That who- 
“ {Sever amoneft them all, who did not efteem both Hernan 
“ Cortez , and every one of his Partifans for good and loyal Sub- 
 jeéts'to the King of Spain, he would fay it before fewer Wit- 
“ effes, and He would undeceive him after what Manner he 
“ pleas.” They were all filenc, and Pampbilo de Narvaex was 
likewife very much ‘embarrafs'd about the Return of an An- 
fwer: But a young Captain, a near Kinfman of Diego Vela/- 
guex,, and of his own Name, took upon him to tell him, 
“ That none was worthy either of being of the Blood, or of 
“ bearing the Name of Vela/quez, who fo ftrenuoufly main- 
“ tain’d a Traytor’s Caufe.” To which Juan Velafquez giving 
him the Lye, drew his Sword with fo determin’d a Refolution 
to chattife his Infolence, that they had all of them fufficient 
Trouble to pacify him and prevent Mifchief: In fhort, they 
defir'd him to return to the Camp of Cortez, to avoid the In- 
conveniencies which his ftaying there might produce. He 
inftantly did fo, taking with him Father Bartolomeo de Olmedo, 
and let fall fome Words at Parting intimating Revenge, and 
which feem’d to threaten an open Rupture. 

Some of the Officers were much diffatisfy’d that Narvaez had 
fuffer'd ‘him to depart withour reconciling the Quarrel be- 
tween him and his Kinfman, ‘and hearing his Propofal, that 
they might have return’d an Anfwer, good or bad, according 
3 to 
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to what he had in Commiffion to propofe: They faid, “ Thar 
‘Ca Perfon of his Confideration and Authority oughr to have 
“been. treated with more Refpeét; and chat from his Judg- 
menc'and Sincerity it could not be fupposd, that he would 
come with any -prepofterous or unrealonable Meflage: Thac 
the niceft. Pungtilios of War never went fo far as to hinder 
‘“ the Freedom of hearing every Thing an Embaflador had to 
“fay: Nor was it good Policy, northe right Way co appear 
“ formidable to an Enemy to give him Caute to believe they 
“* feard his Reafons.’’ Thefe Difcourfes pafs’d from the Off- 
cers to the Soldiers, with fo true a Knowledge how licrle jufti- 
fable were their whole Procedure in this War, thac Pamphilo de 
Narvaex was oblig’d, in order to quiet them, to name a Perfon, 
who, in his own and inthe Names of the whole Party, was to 
excufe and apologize for that Want of Civility, and ro inquire 
of Cortez, of what Points Fuan Velafquex, de Leon's Commifion 
confifted; and co .chat Effect they unanimoufly chofe the Se- 
cretary Andres de Duero, who having lefs Partialiry againft Hernan 
Cortez, feem’d the fitteft Perfon for the Satisfaction of the 
Malecontents; and upon Account of his being withal a Do- 
meftick Servant to Diego Velafquex, might, by thofe who were 
averfe to an Accommodation, be better confided in than any 
other. 

Hernan Cortex, finding by the Account which Father Barto- 
lomeo de Olmedo and Fuan Velafquex, de Leon had brought him, 
that he had more than {ufhciently made Advances towards ob- 
taining a Peace, and holding it now abfolutely neceflary to 
come toja Rupture, he remov’d.his Troops, with a Defiga of 
approaching nearer to the Enemy, and of feizing fome advan- 
tageous Polt where he might attend the Arrival of the Chinau- 
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tecas, and confule at Leifure. 


He was upon the March when his Scouts came back with 
Intelligence, that the Secretary Andres de Duero was coming 
from Zempoala ; and Hernan Cortez, not without Hopes of;fome 
favourable News, advanc-d to receive him: They faluted each 
other with .equal.Demonftration of Friend{hip and Affection, 
and renew’d their Embraces feveral Times, putting each other 
in Mind of theirformer Intimacy. The Officers all congratu- 
lated his Arrival with great Demonftrations of Joy and Satise 
fa@ion ; and before they came to the immediate Point of 
the Negociation, Cortez made him feveral valuable Prefents, 
accompany’d with Promifes of much more. He ftay’d tll the 
next Day, after Dinner, during which Time they had feveral 


private Conferences with greatFreedom and Intimacy. - They 
difcoursd 
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difcours’'d of fome Mediums, in order to a Union ‘between the 
‘Two contending Parties, and were very defirous of finding out a 
Way to reduce Narvaex to Reafon, whofe Obftinacy and un- 
tractable Temper was the only Obftacle: to the defir’d' Peace. 
Cortez went fo far as to relinquifh to hisCompetitor the Mexican 
Expedition, and to go with his’ Partifans in® Queft of other 
Conquefts. And Andres de Duero, feeing him act fo nobly 
and generoufly with his Enemy, propos d'an Interview ; not 
doubting but that he might prevail with Narvaex to give him 
a Meeting, and that by the perfonal Appearance and Com- 
munication of thofe Two Rivals, all their Difputesand Ani 
mofities would be the eafier firmounted. “Some fay; that he 
carry'd Orders with him to make that Propofal: Others, that 
it was wholly owing to Cortez; but all agree, that an Interview 
was refolvd upon, and adjufted, afloon’as Andres de‘Duero re- 
turn’d to Zempoala; by whofe Care and Diligence an authentic 
Agreement was made, afligning the Hour'and Place where the 
Conference was to be held; each giving ‘Affurance,'under his 
Hand, that he would come to the Place appointed, accom- 
pany'd with only Ten Friends, who were to ferve as Witneffes 
to whatever fhould be faid, tranfaéted; or agreed upon. 

But at the very Time while: Hernan’ Cortex was’ preparing 
himfelf to obferve with all Punctuality, on his Part, the Con- 
ditions. of that Agreement, Andres de Duero gave him private 
Notice, That Narvaéx had refolv’d to lay.an Ambufh, “witha 
Defign to take or kill him ; which being likewife’' confirm’d 
by others of his Friends, he was fo ftung, that he “wrote to 
Narvaex , giving him to underftand, “That he had difcover'd 
“ his bafe unmanlike Treachery, and that from that Moment 
“ he renounc’d all Thoughts of Accommodation, remitting 
“ his farther Satisfaction to the Decifion of the Sword.” Had 
it not been for this timely Advice, his Credulity and fincere 
Manner of Proceeding would have hurry’d him blindly into 
the Hands of his implacable Enemy; and he was f{carce 
capable of juftifying himfelf to his own People, for this Want 
of Caution, this precipitate Confidence, in trufting to Narvaez 
after fo many repeated Proofs of his finifter Intentions. But 
neverthelefs he cannot juftly be accus'd of having acted the 
Part of an imprudent Commander in putting that Confidence 
in his Competitor’s Word ; fince, upon fuch Occafions, Breach 
of Faith is a Villany of fo black and infamous a Nature, that 
an Enemy ought never to be fufpeéted capable even of at- 
cempting it: For fuch perfidious Wiles as thofe are not to be 
allow’d a Place among the Stratagems of War, nor are 
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Treacheries and Decéits'which leave a Stain upon the Honour 
of thofe who commit them, ever authoriz'd even in the moft 
inveterate and rigorous War. 


CH.A P. IX. 


Hernan Correz continues lis March till with- 
in a League of Zempoala. PamMPHILO DE 
Narvaez takes the Field with ls Troops. Is 
oblig’d to retire by the Badnefs of the Weather. 
Cortez refolves to attack him in hs Quarters. 


NEPRER NAN CORTEZ was rather animated, than in- 
Py, BRS Neg cens’d at this frefh Inftance of his Competitor's Per- 

HAUS fidy. An Enemy capable of fuch bafe grovling 

282 Thoughts appearing unworthy of his Apprehenfions, 
as believing that one who had erideavour'd to fecure a Victory 
at the Expence of his own Honour and Reputation, could ne- 
ver have any great Dependance either upon himfelf or his Par- 
tifans. He purfu’d his March with more than ordinary Diligence 
and Expedition, not that he had abfolutely determin’d- upon 
the Meafures he was totake, but having his Heart full of Hopes, 
he was fpurr’d on by'acertain Confidence which feldom failsto be. 
the Forerunner of Succefs. _ He took his Station within a League 
of Zempoala, in a Place where his Front was defended by a River, 
call’d the River of Canoas, and his Rear by the Neighbourhood 
of Vera Cruz, where the Inhabitants affign’d them {ome Cottages, 
fufficiently commodious to quarter his People and to refrefh 
them after what they had fufter'd from the fcorching Heat of 
the Sun, andthe Fatigues of that tedious March. 

He order’d fome Scouts to pafs on the other Side of the River, 
where he likewife pofted: Centinels, that when his Troops had 
for fome Time refrefh’d themfelves, he might confult with his 
Officers concerning what Meafures were to be taken, acca 
to the Intelligence he fhould receive from the Enemy, among 
whom he had gain’d fome Friends, and believ’d, that when 
Opportunity offer’d, all who had a Diflike to this War would 
efpoufe his Intereft ; which Suppofition, and the {mall Expe- 
rience and Capacity of Narvaex, gave him fufficient Encourage- 
ment to venture fo near Zempoala, without the Imputation of 
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Imprudence or Temerity. Narvaez had Information of the 
Place where his Enemy was lodg’d ; and with more Hurry and 
Precipitation than Conduét and Circumfpection, and a Hafte 
which appeard very like Confufion, he drew out his Troops 
into the Field, where he immediately order’d the War to be 
proclaim’d, as if it had not already been fufficiently publifh’d. 
He affign’d a Reward of Two Thoufand Pieces of Eight to 
any who fhould bring him the Head of Cortez, and a leffer 
Price for thofe of Gonzalo de Sandoval, and Fuan Velafquex de 
Leon. He ifftued: out feveral Orders at once, never forgetting 
to exprefs his Inveteracy, and. ftill mixing Threats with alk he 
{poke, and every Thing he did fhew'd a:great Contempt of his 
Enemy, but ftill wich fome Appearances of Dread. His ‘Troops 
being at laft plac’d in ‘Order, not by any Difpofition of his, 
but by that of the Officers, who did their Duty, without much 
minding what he faid: He march’d about a Quarter of a 
League at the Head of his Army, being determin’d to hale 
and wait for Cortez in the open Field; foolifhly perfuading 
himfelf, that he had fo, little Judgment as to offer to attack 
him in fuch a Place. where his Enemy might make all the 
Advantage of the great Superiority of his Numbers. Obfti- 
nately perfifting in that vain Credulity, he continued in that 
Poft the whole Day, wafting his Time, and deceiving his 
Imagination with various inconfiftent Thoughts, which gave 
him Confidence, and fondly flatterd); his Hopes. He had. 
already, diftributed amongft his Soldiers the Enemy’s Spoil, 
inriching his Captains with the ‘Treafures of Mexico; and talk’d 
very much of. the Victory, but little or nothing of the En- 
gagement. But as the Sun was juft upon fetting, the Wea- 
ther grew extremely dark and cloudy, and thofe Clouds be- 
gan to difcharge fo prodigious a Quantity of Rain, that the 
Soldiers beftow'd many bitter Curfes upon their Expedition, 
and; with loud Clamours, demanded to return to their Quar- 
ters. “The Officers likewife foon grew as impatient as the reft, 
and without much Difficulty prevail’d with Narvaex, who alfo 
had his Share of the general Uneafinefs ; they being all quite un- 
accuftom d to refift the Inclemencies of {uch tempeftuous Wea- 
ther, and many of them were averfe to a War which was 
like to be attended with fo many Inconveniencies. 

Narvaez had a little before receiv’d Information, that Cortez 
kept himfelf on the other Side of the River; from which, he 
reafonably enough conjectur’d, that they had nothing to appre-. 
hend from the Enemy’s Quarters for that Night : And as Peo- 
ple are generally. very willing co believe what they defire, wt 
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all unahimoufly agreed, that ic was abfolutely neceflary that 
they fhould retire, and put it in Execution in great Dilorder, 
running to feek for Shelter, more like Men before an Enemy 
than like Soldiers upon a March. Narvaez however would not 
fuffer his Forces to feparate that Night; rather becanfe he defign’d 
to take the Field early in the Morning, than for any Jealoufy 
he had of Cortez, notwithftanding he affected the Vigilance and 
Care a General ought to have when an Enemy is fo near him. 
They all lodg’d themfelves in the principal Temple of the 
City, which confifted of Three Towers, or Chappels, at a fimall 
Diftance from each other, feated on an Eminence, and fufhi- 
ciently capacious, to which they went up by many ill-con- 
triv’d Steps, the Steepnefs and Difficulty of whofe Afcent very 
much added to the Security of the Height. The, Rails at 
the Foot of the Stairs he fortify’d with his Artillery. For him- 
felf he chofe the Middle Tower, to which he retir'd with fome 
Officers, and about One Hundred Soldiers of thofe in whom 
he moft confided ; and the reft of his Troops he diftributed 
in the other Two, fending out fome Horfe to {cour the Neigh- 
bourhood, and order’d Two Centinels to be pofted at the 
Avenues ; and with thefe Precautions, which, in his Opinion, 
left nothing unfecurd with Refpe&t to good Difcipline, he de- 
voted the Remainder of the Night to reft; and fo far was 
he from imagining or furmizing any Danger, that he gave 
himfelf up to Sleep, without taking any farther Care or 

Concern. | . | 
Andrex, de Duero inftantly difpatch’d away One he confided 
in, and who could go out of the Place unfufpected, to inform 
Cortex by Word of Mouth of their Return, and in what Man- 
ner they had difpos’d themfelves in their Quarters, rather to 
make him eafy by this friendly Advice, that he might pafs 
the Night in Quiet, than to fend him Intelligence, or ftir him 
up to new Defigns. But Cortex upon this Natice delay’d but 
little in determining to lay hold of the favourable Opportunity 
which invited him to Succefs. He had maturely premeditated 
all the Accidents which might offer themfelves during the 
Courfe of this War; and, as fometimes a Man mutt fhut his 
Eyes to Difficulties which always appear greateft ac a Diftance, 
and ought co recollect, that there are fome Cafes where Rea- 
foning is an Enemy to Execution, he call’d his People toge- 
ther without more Delay, and put them in Order, notwith- 
ftanding the Tempeft continued: But his Soldiers, already 
inurd to greater Fatigues, obey'd without complaining of the 
Badnefs of the Weather, or inquiring the Occafion of {fo unfea- 
: i fonable 


176 Ihe Hiftory of the Conau EST Boox IV. 


Conable and unexpected a Motion ; fo much they depended 
upon the Prudence and good Conduct of their Leaders .kncy 
pafsd the River with the Water above their Middle, and this 
Difficulty being overcome, he made them a fhort Speech, 
wherein he communicated his Defign to them, without making 
she leaft Doubt of the Succefs of his Refolution, nor yet bar- 
ting the Way to wholfome Advice. He inform’d them with 
what Confufion and Diforder the Enemy had retird ; feeking 
to (helter themfelves in Quarters to defend them againft the 
Rigour of the Night : He likewife told them how they were 
divided, and the Manner how they, were diftributed in the 
Towers of the. Temple :. He aggravated | the Carelefsnefs 
and, Security. in which they were, and with what Facility 
they. might be attack’d, before they could be able to unite, 
or have Room to draw up: And __ perceiving that they 
not: only did not oppofe the Propofal, but approv d’ and 
applauded it, he purlued his Harangue, delivering himfelf 
with frelh Ardour ; ‘This Night, my Friends, faid he, this Night, 
Heaven has vouchfaf'd to put imto our Hands the moft favourable Op- 
portunity that Defire itfelf could frame: You fhall. this Night be Wit- 
neffes of the great Confidence I repofe in your Courage , and I muft in- 
genuoufly confe/s, that it is your known Valour alone which infpires me 
with thefe bold Attempts. A few Hours ago we expected our Enemies 
here, with the Hopes of vangquifhing them by the Advantage of this 
River: Now we have them ‘fupinely carelef? and difunited, the very Con- 
tempt with which they treat us fighting on our Side. _ From the fhameful 
Impatience with which they quitted the Field, flying from the Inclemency 
of the Night, a flight Inconventency of Nature, we may readily Lather 
what Ufe thofe Men will make of that Eafe which they fought with Juch 
pufilanimous Weakne/s, and enjoy without Fealoufy or Sufpicion. Narvaez 
has but little Knowledge of the Niceties and Punétuality to which the 
Chances of War oblige Men: His Soldiers are for the moft part Novi- 
ces, People pick’d up in Hajfte, who have never feen any Service, and 
will not find it very eafy to rally in the Obfcurity of the Night, fmce 4 
little Matter will put them into Diforder in the Prefence of the Sun. 
Many have been difoblig’d, and complain of their Captain’s Condué? 5 nor 
are there wanting fome who favour our Party, and not a few who hold 
this War in Deteftation,; and Arms feel heavy when they move againjt 
Inclination : But both the one and the other mujt be treated like Ene- 
mies, till they declare themfelves ; for fhould they overcome us, we [hall be 
usd like Rebels and Traytors. Notwith/tanding Reafon and Fuftice 1 
on our Side, yet in War Reafon is an Enemy to the Negligent, and ge- 
‘nerally declares for the Conquerors. ‘They come to take from you all that 
‘you have acquird ; nor do they afpire at lefs than to be the abfolute 
3 Lords 
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Lords of your Liberties, Goods, and Hopes. They will call our Viétories, 
theirs : ‘Theirs the Land which you have conquer'd at the Expence of your 
Blood : ‘Theirs the Glory of your Heroick Exploits: And the worft of 
all is, that with the fame Foot with which they endeavour to tread.on our 
Necks, they tread on the Service of our Soveraign, and put a Stop to the 
Progre/s of our Religion ; far thofe will all be loft if we are vanquifhd ; 
and notwithftandmg the Fault will be theirs, yet it will be queftion’d who 
ave the Guilty. The Way to prevent thefe Evils is to behave yourfelves 
this Night with your accuftom’d Intrepidity: You ave far better able. to 
execute than I am to dictate: Betake yourfelves to your Arms, and for- 
get not your Cuftom of conquering : God and the King in your Hearts, 
FHonour im your Eyes, and» Argument in your Hands: £ will be your 
infeparable Companion im all the Danger, and I le/S pretend to encourage 
you by my Words, than I do ta perfuade you by my. Example. 

Their Minds were fo fir'd with this Speech of Cortez , that 
the Soldiers made preffing Inftances not to delay the March. 
They all acknowledg’d the Juftnefs of his Refolucion, and 
fome protefted to him, “ That if he once offer’d to think of 
“any Accommodation with Narvaez, they would withdraw 
“ their Obedience :” Words of Men refolute and determin d, 
which did not found ill in the Ears of Cortex, becaufe they 
rather exprefs’d Brisknefs than Difrefpect. Withour Lofs of 
Time he form’d Three fmall Bodies of his Men, which were 
to fucceed each other in the Aflaul. The Firft he commit- 
ted to the Charge of Gonzalo de Sandoval, with Seventy Men, 
in which Number were comprehended the Captains George and 
Gonzalo de Alvarado, Alonfo Davila, Fuan Velafquex, de Leon, Fuan 
Nunex, de Mercado, and our Hiftorian Bernal Diaz, del. Caftillo. 
For Commander of the Second he nam’d the Maeftre de Campo, 
Chriftoval de Olid, with Seventy Men more, affifted by Andres de 
Tapia, Rodrigo Rangel, Juan Xaramillo, and Bernardino Vafquez de 
Tapia: Cortez himfelf commanded the reft, with the Captains 
Diego de Ordaz , Alonfo de Grado, Chriftoval, and Martin de Gamboa, 
Diego Pizarro, and Domingo de Albuquerque. The Difpofition 
was, “That Gonzalo de Sandoval, at the Head of the Van- 
“ Guard, fhould endeavour to overcome the firft Difficulty of 
“ the Stairs, and frnftrare the Ufe of the Artillery, dividing his 
“* Men fo as to imterrupt the Communication of the Two 
Towers on the Sides ;, taking great Care to keep a profound 
“ Silence amongft the People: That Chriftoval de Olid, fheuld 
“immediately ufe his utmoft Endeavours to get up and inveft 
‘ the Tower where Narvaez was lodg’d, and carry on the 
“ Attack with all the Vigour they poffibly could: Thac the 
“ General himfelf fhould, with thofe who follow’d him, take 
Y y Care 
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“ Care to back them, and to animate and affift wherefoever 
“& fis Prefence was moft neceffary 5 and that as foon as they 
“ had given the Attack, the Drums fhould beat, and the o- 
‘ther Warlike Inftruments fhould found, that fo unexpected 
“¢ 4 Noife might contribute to ftrike a‘ Terror into che Enemy, 
“ and increafe their Confufion.” Father Bartolomeo de Olmedo 
then began his Spiritual Exhortation, and gave them to under- 
ftand, in pathetick “Terms, That they were going to fight for 
God’s Caule, encouraging and exhorting them to do their Du- 
ty to the utmoft of their Ability, in order to merit his Divine 
Favour. There was a Crofs in the Road, which they them- 
felves had fix’d there when they had pafs'd to Mexico, before 
which they all fell down on their Knees, while the pious Eccle- 
Gaftick di@ated to them an At of Contrition, which with 
Voices, exprefling a fervent Zeal, they all pronounc’d after 
him: He then order’d them to recite the General Confeffion of 
Faith; and giving them his Bleffing and Abfolution, he lefr 
their Minds infpird with an Ardour, which, tho’ their Thoughts 
were before generous and refoluce, was of a fublimer and more 
refin’d Nature; for the Quiet of a Man's Confcience either 
leffens the Horrors and Apprehenfions of Danger, ot ftrength- 
ens the Contempt of Death. 

This AG of Devotion being over, Hernan Cortex, put his 
Three little Battalions into Order: He difpos’d the Pikes and 
Fire Arms in their proper Places ; repeated to the Officers their 
Inftructions, and very particularly recommended Silence to all : 
The Word he gave them was El Efpiritu Santo, 1. e. Lhe Holy 
Ghoft, it being then Whitfontide. He then began his March, in 
the fame Order they were to give the Aflault, keeping a very 
flow Pace, that they might not arrive tir'd, and co give like- 
wife the more Time to the Eremy to indulge themfelves with 
Reft, depending pretty much on the Advantage he had of their 
Security and Negligence, whereby he hop’d, at a cheaper Rate, 
to overcome them, without having the leaft Scruple for his 
aéting, upon this Occafion, with lefs Generofiry than he 
was wont, in this Manner of furprizing his Enemy, call'd 
by the Ancients Faults of Emperors and Commanders ; 
for all Stratagems, which are not actual Breach of Faith, 
are lawful Permiffions in the Art Military, and the Prefe- 
rence between the Conduét and the Courage of a Soldier is 
difputable. 


Hernan Correz arrives at Zempoala, where 
he finds Oppofition. He obtacns the Victory, and 
takes Narvarz Prifoner, whofe Troops he 
obliges to ferve under his Banner. 


messes 0 R'T EZ had march’d fomewhat more than half a 
(ines, League, when his Scouts return’d with a Centinel of 
te Narvaez, whom they had furpriz’d and taken Prifo- 
™ ner; and inform’d him that the other, his Compa- 
nion, who was a little behind, had efcap’d among the Buthes ; 
an Accident which deftroy’d their Suppoficion of finding a 
fleeping Enemy. Upon this they held a fhort Confultation 
amongt{t the Officers; and it was unanimoufly agreed, That it 
was wholly improbable that the Soldier, in Cale he had dif- 
coverd their March, would be fo bold as to offer to return 
by the dire& Road at firft, it being more likely that he would 
take a round about Way to avoid the Danger. The Refult 
of all was, without Delay to haften their March, that they 
might, if poffible, arrive to the Enemies Quarters before that 
Spy, or at leaft as foon as he; {uppofing that if he had not 
the Advantage of aflaulting them fleeping, they fhould find 
them f{carce well awake, and in the Diforder of their firft Sur- 
prize. Thus they argued as they went, ftill advancing with 
the utmoft Expedition, and when they came near the Town, 
they left their Horfes, Baggage, and other Incumbrances, at 
a Brook a little out of the Road. But the Centinel, whofe 
Fear gave him Wings, arrivd fome Minutes before them, 
and gavethe Alarm, crying out as loud as he could, The Ene- 
my t upon ws. "Thole who were moft alert inftantly betook 
themfelves to their Arms, and brought that Soldier before 
Narvaez , who after asking him fome Queftions, made flight 
both of the Intelligence and the Perfon who brought it ; 
holding it fora Thing impracticable, that Cortez durft have the 
Prefumption co feek him with fo fmall a Number, within 
his very Lodgment, or that he could march in a Night fo 
dark and tempeftuous. 
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It was but a litcle more than Midnight when Hernan Cortex, 
reach’d Zempoala, and he had the good Fortune not’ to be dif- 
cover'd by the Enemies Cavalry, who, 1t is probable, had ei- 
cher loft their Way in the Obfcurity of the Night, or had quit- 
ted the Road to feek fome Shelter againft the Rain, He en- 
rer'd the Town, and came with his Troops within Sight of the 
Temple, without finding any Corps de Guard; or Centinel to chal- 
lenge him. The Difpute was then at the higheft between Narvace 
and the Soldier, who afarm‘d, he not only faw the Enemy’s 
Van-Guard, but likewife the whole Army upon a. jhafty 
March: But Narvaez and his People ftill found Pretences to 
juftify and indulge their Security, and in canvafling and weigh- 
ing the Probability of that Intelligence, loft that Time, 
which even had the News been more improbable than they 
imagin’d it, ought to have been ‘employ’d in Prevention ; 
walking backwards and forwards in the uppermolt Porch, 
fome dubious of the rath of the Intelligence their Comman- 
derhad receiv’d, and others lefs diffident, giving Credit to it; 
but all in general with their Arms in their Hands, and little lefs 
than prepard for whatever might happen. Cortex, foon per- 
ceiv’d they had difcover’d him: And finding himfelf now in 
the fecond of the Cafes which they had before confiderd, re- 
folv’d to give the Affaule before they fhould put themfelves im 
Order. He made the Signal for the Attack, and Gonzalo de 
Sandoval, with ‘his Van-Guard, began to mount the Stairs, ac- 
cording to the Inftructions they had receiv’d. Some of the 
Men belonging to the Artillery, who were upon Guard, heard 
the Noife, and firing two or three Pieces, founded an Alarm, 
which fufficiently convine’d them all of the Truth of the firft 
Rumour. This Alarm was immediately fucceeded by the 
Noife of Drums, and confus’d Voices; and prefently thofe who 
found themfelves neareft at Hand, repair'd co the Defence of 
the Stairs. Fhe Oppofition foon increas’d, and the Difpute 
came to Puth of Pike and Sword. Gonzalo de Sandoval was ex- 
tremely put to it, being at once to force his Way againft a far 
fuperior Number, with the Difadvancage of lower Ground: 
But it was not long before Chri/foval de Olid came up to his 
Relief, and Hernan Cortez, leaving his Rear form’d, flung him- 
(elf into the hotteft of the Engagement, facilitating the Ad- 
vance of both thofe Captains, and performing with his Sword. 
what he infpir’d with his Voice, whofe Refolution and Impe- 
tuofity the Enemy unable to withftand, in a few Moments 
began to give Ground, quitting the laft Seep; and foon after 


retreating in great Diforder, abandoning the Porch, and the 
a Artillery. 


Book IV. of Mexico, orp New Spain. 181 


Artillery. Many fled to their Quarters, others repaird co the 
Gate of the principal Tower, where the Difpute again began, 

ane continud for fome Time with equal Courage on both 
ides. 

Pamphilo de Narvaez, who, by his Friends Perfuafion, had 
ftay'd to arm himfelf, now made his Appearance : He encou- 
rag d, with his Words, thofe who were engaging the Enemy, 
and did all he could to put them in Order. He then advanc'd 
with fo much Boldnefs into the thickeft of the Fight, that be- 
ing near one Pedro Sanchez Farfan, a Soldier of Sandoval’s Com- 
pany, that Man gave him a Thruft inthe Face with his Pike, 
which ftruck out one of his Eyes, whereupon he fell down, 
without being able to fay any more than, I ama dead Man! 
The News of this Accident foon f{pread among({t his Troops: 
They were all feiz’d with Fear and Confternation, tho’ with 
various Effects; for fome abandon’d him fhamefully ; others 
ftood motionlefs as if they had been Thunder-ftruck; and 
thofe who were moft defirous of doing their utmoft to fuccour 
him, fought like Men amaz’d, and in Confufion at the Sud- 
denefs of the Accident ; infomuch that they found, them {elves 
oblig d to retreat, leaving the Conquerors at Liberty to convey 
him away, who carry, or rather dragg’d him down the Stairs. 
Cortez fent Orders to Gonzalo de Sandoval, to take Care of fecuring 
his Perfon, which was put in Execution, by delivering him 
to the Body of Men which was in the Rear: And that Com- 
mander, who a little before beheld this War with fo carelefs 
an Eye, upon the Recovery of his Senfes, found himfelf not 
only with the Pain of his Wound, but alfo in the Power of 
his Enemies, and with Two Pair of Fetters upon his Legs, 
without the leaft Profpec&t of obtaining his Liberty. 

The Difpute was now, for want of Refiftance, at an End. 
The Followers of Narvaez all fhut themfelves up in their 
Towers, fo greatly terrify’d that they durft not offer to fire 
one Shor, and only took Care to defend the Entrance. The 
Partifans of Cortez with loud Voices proclaim d their Victory, 
fome repeating the Name of Cortez, others that of the Em- 
peror Don Carlos, and the moft confiderate invok’d the Holy 
Ghoft. Thefe Acclamations of anticipated Joy did not a little 
ferve to increafe the Enemy’s Confternation, which was, in 
that Jun@ure, fupported by a Circumftance of no {mall Im- 
portance towards perfuading them to believe that Cortez had 
brought thither a very powerful Army, which to their think- 
ing, fill’d a great Part of the circumjacent Country; for from 
the Windows of their Towers they difcover'd Lights ac different 
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Diftances, which thro” the Night’s Obfcurity appear’d to their 
Eyes like lighted Matches in the Hands of numerous Bands of 
Harquebufiers. Thefe Lights were no other than certain 
Infeéts which fhine by Night like Glow-Worms, but much 
brighter and of a larger Size than thofe in our Hemifphere : 
An Apprehenfion which had a very fingular Influence upon 
the Minds of the more vulgar Part of the Army, and infpurd 
with Doubts and Miftrufts even thofe who fhew’d themfelves 
moft refoluce. So apt are the Unfortunate to be fhock’d and 
difturb’d at the leaft Effects of Chance. 

Cortez commanded his Men to ceafe their Acclamations of 
Viétory, the unfeafonable Belief of which is very often of bad 
Confequence, and ought to be avoided and prevented, becaufe 
it renders Soldiers carelefs and diforderly. He gave Orders 
that the Artillery fhould be turn’d againft the Towers, and 
caus’d a general Pardon to be proclaim’d for thofe who would 
furrender; offering very reafonable Conditions, and a Com- 
munication of Interefts to all thofe who would refolve to fol- 
low his Banners ; Liberty and free Paffage to thofe who were 
willing to return to the Ifland of Cuba, and co all in general 
Security for their Perfons and Baggage, which was very pru- 
dently confider'd ; for it greatly imported that he fhould make 
this Declaration of his Intentions before the Day, whofe Dawn 
was not far off, fhould undeceive thofe People, and fhew how 
inconfiderable a Force held them opprefsd, and give theny 
Courage to recover from the Terror they were in: For fome- 
times Fear is converted into Rafhnels, out of mere Shame: for 
having been alarm’d without fuicable Foundation. 

They had fcarce finifh’d'the Publication to the Three fe- 
parate Holds where the Enemy had retreated, when the Officers 
and Soldiers, in whole Troops, came to {urrender themfelves. 
As they arriv’d they every one deliver’d up their Arms; and: 
Cortez,, with his accuftom’d Urbanity, receiv'd them very cour- 
teoufly, but, at the fame Time, caus’d his Friends, as well as: 
the others, to be difarm’d, either to conceal their-Inclinations,, 
or that their Example might ferve as a Precedent to the reft. 
The Number of thofe: who furrender’d increas’d: to that De- 
gree in a few Moments, that it was neceflary to feparate, and: 
fecure them with fufficient Guards till Day fhould: difcover 
their Countenances and Affections. 

In the mean while Gonzalo de Sandoval did not forget Narvaez, 
but had his Wound:carefully drefs’d'; and Hernan Cortez, who in- 
defatigably went up-and-down to every Quarter, and confiderd’ 
Narvaez, as his principal Care, went to fee him, not intending 
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to difcover himfelf, that he might not add to his Affliction by 
his Prefence ; but the Refpect his Soldiers fhew’d him at his 
Approach difcover'd him; and Narvaez turning himfelf to 
look on him with the Air of one who was not throughly fen- 
fible of his Misfortune, faid, “ Be thankful and value your felf, 
“ Captain, upon the Good Fortune you have had in making 
“me yeur Prifoner”? To which Correz reply’d, “ Phanks 
“ beto God forall Things, Friend: But without any Manney 
of Vanity, I do affure you, that F account this Victory and 
“your Imprifonment amongft the leaft confiderable AGions 
“ which have been tranfaéted in this Country.” 

Cortex had: Notice broughe him, that one of the Towers, in 
which the Captains Salvatierra and Diego Velafquex the Younger 
had fortify’d themfelves, made an obftinare Deferice, thofe Off- 
cers, by their Authority and Perfuafions, preventing the Soldiers 
who were with them from furrendring : Whereupon Cortex 
immediately return’d to: the Temple, and caus’d them to be 
fummon’d and’ acquainted, that if they would not furrender, 
they fhould be treated with the urmolt Rigour of War ; and! 
finding they were refolutely bent either to-defend themfelves to’ 
the laft, or to. capitulate, he, not without fome Heat, gave Or-’ 
ders to. play with Two. Pieces of Arcillery upon the Tower; 
buw prefencly after, he dire@ted his Gunners to difcharge againt 
the Top: of the: Building, more’ to terrify than to hure them’! 
This: Order they punétually executed, and’ there needed no! 
more ‘Trouble, that being fufficient to bring out the greaceft 
Part of the Defendants to ask Quarter, leaving the Entrance of 
the Tower free, which Fuan Velafquez’ de Leon foon poflefted 
him(elf of, with a {mali Body: of his Men, feizing the Cap 
tains Salbatierra and Velafquex , borh declar’d Enemies, and’ who, 
it was to be fear’d) might afpire to fupply the Vacancy of! Nar= 
vaex. “Fhis compleated the Victory in’ Favour of Cortex’: On’ 
his: Side: only: T wo-Soldiers were kill’d, and fome few wounded, 
of! which) Number Two: more are faid' to: Have died after- 
wards. @f the contrary PaGtion: were kill’d 2 Caprain, an’ 
Enfign, with Fifteen: private Men, and’ the Number of che: 
Woundediwas:much more confiderable: Narvaexand' Salvatierra 
were fent to VeraiCrnz, with a fufficient Guard. Young Diego’ 
Velafquex remain'd! Prifoner: with Juan Velafquez’ de Leon’; and 
notwathftanding’ he had given:him’a juft’ Caufe of Refentment 
upon Account of what had happen’d’at Zempoala, he cook par- 


_ ticular Care both of his Cure and Entertainment, to’ which‘ he 


was: partly, movd by: the Tye of Blood, but chiefly’ out 
of a. noble and: generous’ Inclination: Aili this poe e 
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form’d before the Morning, and was a remarkable Action 
both on Account of the Juftnefs of the Meafures which Cortex 
took, and the Weaknefles, Overfights, and irregular Conduct 
of Narvaez. 

At Break of Day arriv’d the Two Thoufand Chmantecas 
which Cortez demanded ; and notwithftanding they came after 
the Victory, Cortex was very glad at their Coming, being well 
pleas'd that his Prifoners fhould fee he did not want Friends to 
aft him. With Shame and Confufion did the poor van- 
gquifh’d Spanards reflect upon the Condition in which they 
then found themfelves. The Day-Light fer their Ignominy in 
fall View before their Eyes: They beheld the Arrival of thofe 
Succours, and foon came to the Knowledge of the {mall Force 
with which Cortez had obtain’d the Victory : They cursd the 
the Confidence and Supinity of Narvaez, and condemn‘d his 
thoughtlefs Indolence ; all which Refle€tions made Way. for 
their greater Efteem of Cortex, whofe Vigilance and undaunted 
Courage they confider'd with no lefs Admiration. It is the 
Prerogative of Valour, more efpecially in War, not to be 
hated even by thofe who envy it. The Unfortunate may, in-. 
deed, be fenfible of their Difgrace, and may feel it with Regret ; 
yet the heroick Exploits of a Conqueror lofe no Part. of their 
Luftre in the Eyes of the Conquer’'d: A Maxim which was 
never more verify’d than upon this Occafion ; for there was 
not amongft all thofe Prifoners one Soldier but who had a fecret 
Inclination to follow the Fortune of an abler Leader, (yet ftill 
without communicating his Sentiments to the reft) and to 
ferve under the Banners of an Army where the Soldiers ac- 
quir'd both Honour and Wealth. 

Cortez, had no {mall Number of real Friends and Well- 
Withers amongft them, befides many who were affected with 
his Valour, and more who were charm’d with his Liberality. 
His real Friends at Jaft threw afide the Mask of Diffimulation, 
and gave a Beginning to the Acclamations with which all 
who were difintereftedly affected prefently declard themfelves, 
and the reft foon follow’d their Example. They were ad- 
mitted to the Prefence of their new General: Many would 
have caft themfelves at his Feet, had he not prevented them 
with his Embraces. They all gave in their Names, difputin g 
for the Preference on the Roll, nor was there one amongft all 
chat Number who. made.the leaft Motion of returning to the 
Ifland of Cuba. 

Hernan Cortez had, by thefe Means, gain’d the principal Ad- 
vantage he propos’d in. this Undertaking ; for he did not fo 

3 much 
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much defire to conquer thofe Spaniards,as he did to bring them over 
to his Party. He made it his Bufinefs to confider and pry into 
their Inclinations, and having found in them all a fufficient 
Sincerity, he foon after orderd their Arms to be return’d ; an 
Action which fome of his Officers were very averfe to, and had 
endeavour’d to prevent: But there wanted not Motives for 
this. Confidence and Security. ‘Thofe of the greateft Authoricy 
and Diftinétion among them were his real Friends, and the 
Chinantecas being there was a confiderable Security to his Party. 
They acknowledg’d the Favour they receiv’d, and, with frefh 
Acclamations, applauded the Truft he put in them ; fo that 
in a few Hours Cortex found himfelf poffefs'd of an Army of 
more than a Theufand Spaniards, the only Enemies who could 
give him Umbrage, fafe in his Cuftody, a Fleet of Eleven 
Ships and Seven Brigantines at his Difpofal, the laft Effort of | 
Diego Velafquez overthrown and brought to nought, Mafter of 

{ufficient Force to return to his principal Conqueft ; all which 
was owing to his undaunted Heart, great Vigilance, and Mi- 
litary Skill; and-not a lictle to the Valour and Compliance 
of his Soldiers who had firft fo readily approv’d of this dan- 
gerous Enterprize, and afterwards, with the Sword, had gain’d 
him not only the Victory, but that which he chiefly de- 


fird: For inthe Opinion of thofe who fet up for Judges of 


Fame and Reputation, it is Succefs alone that crowns the 
Defign, and often gives the Reputation of Prudent Conduct 
to the rafheft and moft hazardous Undertakings, 
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CHAP. XL” 


Cortez. reduces the Cavalry of NAR VAEZ 
which kept the Field. He recetves Information: 
that the Mexicans had taken up Arms againyjt 
the Spaniards which he had left with Mov r- 
zum A. He marches with his Army to Mexico, 
and euters that City without. Oppofition, 


OSE HE Cavalry of Narvaez did not appear that Night, 
“2 2, which had they been difpos’d as a Place of Arms, 
wee at fo {mall a Diftance from the Enemy, requird, 
~e=* might have been very troublefome to Cortex: But 
Military Rules were laid afide; for when once the 
Commander in Chief falls. into. the Errors: of Negligence 
and Security, all the falfe Steps he makes feem lefs ftrange, 
fince the Abfurdities of his Condu& pafs for Confequences. 
Thofe who had leaft Share in the A@ion made Ufe of the 
Horfes to make their Efcape; and in the Morning came Ad- 
vice, that they had join’d. thofe who were detach’d for Scouts 
the Night before, and made up a Body of about Forty Horfe, 
with which they beat up and down the Neighbourhood with 
a Countenance as if they intended to make Refiftance. This 
News gave but little Umbrage ; and Hernan Cortez, before he 
would proceed to violent Methods againft them, fent Two 
Officers, Chriftoval de Olid, and Diego de Ordax, to endeavour to 
reduce them by fair Means, which Commiffion they prefently 
put in Execution, and, at the firft Offer ef their being admitted 
into the Army upon the fame Footing with their Companions, 
brought them to Reafon; the Example fet them by the reft 
being {ufficient to induce them. all readily to come in and take 
Service under Cortez with ‘their Arms and Horfes. Immediate 
Care was taken of the Wounded, for whom and all the reft 
convenient Quarters were provided, upon which Occafion the 
Cazigue and his Zempoalans affifted chearfully and diligently, 
celebrating the Victory, and difpofing all Things for the En- 
tertainment of their Friends with a Kind of interefted Joy, 
in which they feem’d to breathe after their paft Fatigues. 


Hernan 
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Hernan Cortex, was not negligent as to what regarded the 
Security of the Armada; a very effential Point at this nice 
Juncture. He fent immediate Orders to Captain Francifco de 
Lugo, that he fhould caufe the Sails, Tackling, and Rudders of 
all the Vellels to be brought Afhore and laid up at Vera Cruz, 
He order’d that the Pilots and Mariners who came with Nar- 


- yaez fhould come to Zempoala, and fent fuch a Number of his 


own as he thought fufficient to take Care of the Hulls. Wich 
thele he appointed one Pedro Cavallero, to go in Quality of 
their Chief, or Supervifor, a fufficient Employment for Berna! 
Diaz to honour him with the Title of Admiral of the Sea. 
After this he difmifs’d the Chinantecas, who return’'d Home, 


making as great Acknowledgment for their Succour as if 


they had done him actual Service ; He then allow'd fome Days 
for the Refrefhment of his Troops, during which ‘Time the 
Inhabitants of the neighbouring Villages, and Caziques of the 
circumjacent Country came to congratulate the Good Spaniards; 
or Gentle Teales; or Gods, for fo they calld thofe who belong’d 
to Cortex. They renew’d their Obedience, and made frefh 
Offers of their Friendfhip, accompanying thefe Demonftrations 
of Refpect with many Prefents and Regales, whereat the Peo- 
ple of Narvaez did not. a little admire, beginning to) expe- 
rience the Advantages of the new Party they had embrac’d in 
the Entertainment and. Security of thofe Indians, who a little 


before had appear’d difcontented, fullen and terrify’d. 


- But notwithflanding this Chain of Succels, Cortez had Mexico 
continually ar Heart : The Dangers to which he had left Pedro 
de Alvarado and’ his Spaniards. expos'd, was never one Moment 
out of his Mind. He was fenfible that their Security con- 
fifted folely on that little Dependance he might have upon the 
Promife Motezuma had made him, of not attempting any Change 
in his Abfence:.An Obligation of no great Force, where the 
Princes -are arbitrary and their Will abfolute, and where their 
Statefmen, with various Solutions, feldom fail of pretending 


_to free their Soveraigns from all Tyes, maintaining, that they 


are not oblig’d to the Obfervance of their Words like private 
Men: An abominable State Maxim, which upon this Occa- 
fion gave Cortez, {ufficient Ground for Apprehenfion, yet ftill 
without approving fo bafe.a Policy by an open Sufpicion ;, for 
to admit, in any Manner, of a King’s breaking his Word is 
the fame Thing as to acquit him of the Obligations of a Man 
of Honour. Having fix’d his Refolution of immediateley re- 
turning. to Mexico, and not being willing to run the Hazard 
of taking with him fo numerous a Body of Men, for Fear of 
3 giving 


(188 The Hiftory of the Conquyst Book IV. 


giving Umbrage to Motexuma, and moving afrefh the unquiet 
Spirits of his Courtiers, he determin’d to divide his Army, 
and employ fome Part of his Troops in other Conguefts. To 
this Effect he appointed Juan Velafquex de Leon to take Two 
Hundred Men under his Conduét, and march to the Province 
of Panuco, to pacify the Difturbances there, and Diego de Ordaz, 
with Two Hundred more to people the Country of Guazac- 
coalco ; veferving for himfelf little more than Six Hundred 
Spaniards, 2 Number which he thought well proportion’d for his 
Return to the Mexican Court with fome Appearance of Modefty, 
yet without wholly laying afide the Marks of a Conqueror. 

But at the very Time when this Difpofition was going to 
be put in Execution, fomething new offer’d which oblig’d 
him to change his Refolutions: For he receiv’d a Letter from 
Pedro de Alvarado, wherein that Officer inform’d him, “ That the 
“ Mexicans had taken up Arms againft him; and in Spite of 
“ Motezuma, who had never once offer'd to leave the Quar- 
“ters, had made fuch frequent Attacks, and in fuch Mul- 
 titudes, thac himfelf, and all who were with him, would 
“be inevitably loft if they were not fpeedily fuccour’d.”” 
This Intelligence was brought by a Spanifh Soldier, accom~ 
pany’d by an Embatflador from Motexuma, whofe Meflage was 
to lay before Cortex the following Reprefentations, “That it 
“ had been intirely out of his Soveraign’s Power to reprefs 
“ the Fury of his feditious Vaflals : That his Royal Authority 
“ had fuffer'd extremely from thofe Mutineers: That his 
“ Majefty affurd him, he would never abandon Pedro de Alva- 
“ yado, and the Spaniards; and laftly, he invited him to Court, 
with all poflible Expedition, to apply a Remedy to that Evil. 
Whether it was upon Account of the ill Confequences that 
Sedition might produce to himfelf, or whether upon Account 
of the Danger his Spanifh Guefts were in, both the one and 
the other argue his Sincerity, and the great Confidence he re- 
pos’d in Cortez, 

There was no Occafion to confult about what Refolution 
was to be taken in this Cafe, for both Officers and Soldiers 
voted their immediate March to be abfolutely indifpenfible : 
Some taking for a feafonable and lucky Prefage this Accident 
which ferv’d as a Pretext co prevent the Divifion of their For- 
ces, and to return with the whole Body to Mexico, from the 
Reduétion of which Place their future Conquefts were all to 
commence. Cortex, without Delay, nam’d for Governor of 
Vera Cruz, in Quality of Deputy, or Lieutenant to Gonzalo de 
Sandoval, one Rodrigo Rangel, a Perfon in whom he confided, 
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to whofe Capacity and Care he might venture to truft the Se- 
curity of the Prifoners, and the Prefervation of his Indian Al- 
lies. He then caus'd his Army to be mufter’d, and after ha- 
ving deduéted a Garrifon proper to be left at Zempoala, with a 
fufficient Number for the Securicy of the Veflels, he found it 
to confift of a Thoufand Foot, and One Hundred Horfe. He 
took different Routs, both to avoid incommoding the Coun- 
try People, and for the greater Conveniency of procuring 
Plenty of Provifions, and appointed for the general Rendez- 
vous, 2 Place well known near Tlafcala, into which they 
thought it neceflary to march united, and in good Order : 
But notwithftanding feveral Commiflaries were fent before, to 
furnifh the Army on the March, all their Diligence was not 
fufficient to prevent thofe who march’d out of the principal 


_ Road from fuffering Hunger fometimes, and frequently into- 


lerable Thirft. Thefe Fatigues and Hardfhips thofe who came 
with Narvaez endur’d without murmuring or being dil- 
hearten’d, tho’ they were the fame Men who, a litcle before, 
had given Way to lefs unfupportable Inconveniencies, which 
Change muft be attributed either to the Example fet them by 
the Veterans, or to the Hopes with which their Hearts were 
infpir’d, and may be alfo partly imputed to the Difference of 
the Leader, an Opinion of whom is generally wont to have a 
fecret Influence upon the Soldiers, both as to their Courage in 
Battle, as to their Patience in undergoing Hardfhips. 

Cortex, beforehis fetting out, wrote an Anfwer to Pedro de Al- 
varado, and {ent to Motezwma by his Embaflador, giving them an 
Account of his Victory, Return, andthe Increafe of his Army ; 
to the one, to encourage him with the Hopes of powerful 
Succour; and to the other, that he might not be furpriz’d to fee 
him return with fo great a Force, fince the Difturbances in 
his Capital oblig’d him not to divide his Troops. He regu- 
lated his Match by the Neceflity he was under, making all the 
Expedition he poffibly could ; leflening the Hours of Refrefh- 
ment, which he feem’d to find even in the Fatigue he under- 
went. He made fome Stay at the Place of Rendezvous to 
gather up his People, who came by different Roads, and at 
laft arriv’d at Tlafcala, on the Seventeenth of June, with all his 
Troops in good Order. His Entry was {plendid and joyful. 
Magifcatzin entertain’d Cortez at his own Houfe. The reft were 
accomodated, refpected, and well regal’d, in their feveral Quar- 
ters. The Hatred the Tla/calans bore the Mexicans was as little 
conceal’d, as was their Love to the Spaniards. They acquainted 


them with their Confpiracy, and the imminent Balen 
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Pedro de Alvarado was in, with Circumftances of more Affectiott 
than Certainty : They exaggerated the Prefumption and the 
Perfidy of that Nation, exciting the Spaniards to Revenge, 
mixing their Counfel and Infinuation together with no great 
Artifice, magnifying the Crimes of the Mexicans with a fufpi- 
cious Zeal; for Truths in the Mouth of an Enemy, tho 
introdue'd by Way of Intelligence, are really defign’d Ac- 
cufations. 

The Senate, upon this Occafion, refolv'd to make a grand 
Effort, and to get all their Troops together to affift Cortex 
againft the Mexicans, not without their own politick Reafons, 
which were better comprehended than conceal'd; for it plainly 
appeard, that under the fpecious Pretext of favouring the 
Caufe of their Friend, their Defign was to make Ufe of his 
Forces to ruin, at once, the commanding Nation which they 
fo much abhortr’d. This Difguife was eafily feen thro’; and 
Hernan Cortez, after he had fhewn his Acknowledgment and 
Satisfaction for their Offers, reprefs’d the Pride with which 
they were difpos'd to follow him, oppofing, to the Inftances of 
the Senate, fome feeming Reafons, which in Subftance were no 
more than bare Pretences againft Pretences. But he admitted 
of about Two Thoufand Men, of their beft Troops, with 
their refpeétive Officers, or Commanders of Companies, to 
march with him, and which were of Service afterwards upon 
the following Occafions, He took thefe Indians with him, ei- 
ther for the greater Security of his Undertaking, or to keep up 
the Confidence of the Tlafcalans, who already had the Repu- 
tation of being valiant in Engagements againft the Mexicans, 
and he took no greater Number, that he might neither give 
Offence to Motezuma, nor drive his miutinous Subjects to 
Defpair; for his Intention was to enter Mexico in a pacifick 
Manner, and to try if he could reduce thofe People with mo- 
derate Remedies without giving Way to his Anger, or think- 
ing of the Punifhment of the Guilty ; he defir’d now to make 
every Thing as eafy as poflible, as being fenfible, that the 
quieting of a Sedition, and terrifying the Seditious, are Two 
Things which very ill agree at one and the fame Time. 

He arriv'd at Mexico upon St. Jobn’s Day, without having 
met with any Subje& of Uneafinefs in the Way more than 
the Variety and Difagreement of the Intelligence he receiv'd. 
The Army pafs’d the Lake without the leaft Oppofition, 
tho’ there wanted not Appearances that Something had been 
intended ; for they found the Two Spanifh Brigantines ftav’d 
to Pieces and burn’d; the Suburbs and Barrier at the Entrance 
abandon d; 
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abandon’d ; the Bridges, which ferv’d for the Communication 
of the Streets, broken down, and all in a fufpicious gloomy 
Silence ; all Signs which oblig’d them to flacken their Pace, 
the Infantry ftill advancing with a flow March, the Cavalry 
going a confiderable Way before. This Sufpicion lafted tiil 
the Spaniards, who were with Motezuma in Mexico, difcovering 
their Army, raisd a great Shout and diffipated their Appre- 
henfions. Pedro de Alvarado came down with his People to 
the Gate of his Quarters, and they celebrated their common 
Felicity with mutual Satisfaction. Inftead of faluting, they 
wifh’d each other Joy of their Victory: All fpoke, and all 
were interrupted; much was exprefs’d by Embraces and 
broken Sentences ; the ufual Eloquence of Joy, where Sounds 
are far more expreffive and fignificant than Words. 

Motezwma, follow'’d by fome of his Servants, went out as far 
as the outermoft Court, where he receiv’d Cortez with an Ex- 
cefs of Joy and Affection, all Majefty being quite laid afide. 
It is certain, and no one offers to deny it, that he defird his 
Coming, becaufe he had then great Occafion both for his 
Forces and Counfel, to keep his Subjects under ; as likewife upon 
Account of the very Confinement in which he found himfelf, 
different from that kind of Liberty which Cortex gave him, fuf- 
fering him to go out to his Diverfion whenever he pleas’d; a 
Liberty he would not once affume, during the whole Time of his 
Abfence, notwithftanding his Confinement moft certainly 
depended purely upon the Force of his Parole; the Compli- 
ance with which oblig’d him not to abandon the Spaniards in 
thofe troublefome Times. 

Bernal Diaz del Caftillo fays, ‘* That Hernan Cortex repaid 
with ill Manners and Slight, all Motezwma’s Demonftrations 
“ of Refpect: That he turn’d his Face from him, and retird 
to his Apartment, without either vifiting him, or fuffering 
“ himfelf to be vifited by him; That he us’d fome very dif 
refpectful and uncivil Expreflions towards him, even im the 
Hearing of his Servants.” And adds, as his own Opinion, 
“ That finding himfelf with fuch a Number of> Spaniards, 
“he {poke with fo much Boldnefs and Difcourtely.” Thus 
fays Bernal Diaz: But Antonio de Herrera, in his'Hiftory, difcre- 
dits Cortex {till more; for he pretends to quote that General's 
own Expreffions asa Proof of his irregular Procedure, in the 
following Words; ‘ Many People have affirm’d, that they 
“¢ have heard Cortex fay, That if upon his Arrival, he vifited Mo- 
“ tezuma, his Affairs would go well; and that he did not do it 
“ holding him in {mall Account becaufe he found himfelf fo 
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bf powerful.” And to this Purpofe, he quotes a:Paflage ont 
of Cornelius Tacitus, the Subftance of which is, That Pro/perit) 
makes great Commanders proud and infolent. Neither Francifco Lopex 
de Gomara, nor Hernan Cortez himfelf, in the fecond Relation of 
his Journey, relates ic after this Manner ; and Cortez might fure 
have touch’d upon it, to have {hewn the Motives which oblig’d 
him to a Procedure of fo much Harfhnefs, either to have given 
Reafons for his fo doing, or to have made an Excufe. We 
leave to the Judicious and Unbiafled to decide what Credit 
ought to be given to thefe Circumftances : But we beg leave to 
make fome Scruple at believing that Cortez could ever be guilty 
of fo fruitlefs and unfeafonable an Abfurdity. The fame Her- 
vera and Cajtillo agree, That Motexuma oppos’d, as muchvas in 
him lay, the feditious Proceedings of the Mexicans : That he al- 
ways with-held and reprefs'd them: That they attempted to 
force the Quarters; and that Pedro de Alvarado, and all the reft 
who were with him, muft infallibly have perifhed, had they 
not been proteéted under the Shadow of his Authority.. No 
body offers to deny Cortex being very fenfible of all that; 
and his finding that Prince religioufly punétual to all he had 
promis’d, left him not the leaft Room to furmife the contrarry, 
it being both prepofterous and unreafonable tofuppofe, that he 
Should foment an Infurre@tion which he feduloufly endeavour'd 
to fupprefs, or that he fhould voluntarily continue among the 
very People whom he defign’d to deftroy. It feems an Action 
altogether inconfiftent with the ufual Prudence of Cortez, to 
fhew a Contempt for a Perfon of whofe Affiftance and Pro- 
tection there was fo much Probability he might ftand in Need ; 
nor was the Immoderation they charge him with, as the Effect 
of his Profperity, at all natural to his Temper and Genius. It 
may be believd, or at leaft furmis’d, that Antonio de Herrera 
gave into this Particular with little or no Foundation, only by 
perufing the Manulcripts of Bernal Diaz, a prejudic’d Incerpre- 
ter of the Actions of Cortez; and perhaps he inclin’d to follow 
his Opinion out of a Vanity, to adapt and appropriate that 
Sentence of Tacitus: An Ambition in Hiftorians both dange- 
rous and pernicious, fince it feldom fails of either wrefting, or 
biaffing the Narrative, purely to introduce the Remarks they 
like; and it is not every one that will be at the Trouble of 
examining farther, to inform himfelf, whether the Quotation 
and the Truth of the Fa@ agree. | 
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The Motives which inducd the Mexicans to take up 
Arms. Dirco DE OrDAzZ, with fome Com- 

panies of Men, 1s sent to make Difcoveries in the 
City. Falls tuto an Ambufh the Revolters had lad 
for him, upon which CorTEZ determines to pro- 
fecute the War. 


ZW O or Three Days before Cortez arriv'd at Mexwo, 
ay the Rebels had retir’d to the other Part of the City, 
5:5) Oy fufpending all Hoftilicies, in which, according to 
IOS what could be inferr'd from the Event, they had 
crafty and treacherous Views. They thought themfelves {e- 
cure in their exceflive Numbers, and were grown proud upon 
their having kill’d Three or Four Spamards in the paft En- 
gagements : An extraordinary Cafe, by which, tho’ at the 
Expence of many Lives, they affum’d frefh Boldnefs, and 
greater Infolence. They knew Cortez was coming, and could 
not be ignorant how much his Army was increas'd, but they 
were fo far from fearing him, that they retreated in that Man- 
ner, and left him the Entrance free, with the View of de- 
ftroying all the Spaniards at once, after they were joyn’d to- 
gether in the City. Their real Defign in that myfterious 
Condu& was not at firft underftood, tho’ their Retreat was 
look’d upon as Policy ; nor can one judge too fufpicioufly of 
the Motions of a known Enemy. . 

The whole Army was quarcer'd within the Walls of the 
fpacious Palace, where both Spaniards and Tlafcalans were fuffi- 
ciently accommodated : Guards and Centinels were diftribu- 
ted and plac'd, an{werable to the Jealoufy wherewith that 
myfterious Ceffation from Hoftilities had infpir’d them. Cortez 
retir'd with Pedro de Alvarado to inquire into the Original of 
this Sedition, and to confider of Remedies upon the Know- 
ledge of the Caufe: And here we again meet with the fame 
Variety and Contradictions by which the Courfe of our Pen 
has been frequently interrupted. Some fay, That the Pra- 
Gtices and Intelligence of Narvaez firft inducd the Mexicans to 
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this Infurrection. Others, That Motezwma himfelf alone con- 
triv'd and fomented the Mutiny, as impatient of Confinement, 
and defirous of his Liberty ; but it is not at all neceffary 
chat we derain ourfelves upon this Point, fince we have already 
fully fhewn upon what flender Foundations thefe private Ne- 
gociations are attributed to Narvaez; and Motezuma has been 
fufficiently clear’d from. all fuch incoherent and contradictory 
Imputations. Some have affirm’d the Source: of this Sedition to 
have proceeded from. the Loyalty and Fidelity of the Mexicans ; 
reporting, that their fole Reaion for taking up Arms, was in 
order to. refcue their Soyeraiga from the Oppreffion he lay un- 
der; a-Sentiment, which comes nearer to Reafon and Proba- 
bility, than it does to real Fact. Others attribute. this Rup- 
ture to the Zeal of the Indian Sacerdotes: And this Opinion 
indeed has fome Appearance of Truth; for they were very 
officious in the Tumult, loudly publifhing the Menaces o7 their 
Gods, infpiring the reft with that fame Fury wherewith they 
themfelves were difpos’d to receive their diabolical Oracles. 
They repeated to the People what Satan {poke by the Mouths 
of their Idols; and tho’ they were, nor the firft Movers of the 
Sedition, they were yet indefatigably active, and powerfully, 
zealous in fupporting ic, by firing up the People’s Minds. 
Foreign Writers,are {till far more remote, from even the Ap- 
pearance of Truth, accounting the Origin and Motives. of 
thofe Difturbances among the Cruelties and Inhumanities with 
which they endeavour to: difcredit and blacken the Spamards. in 
theit Conqueft of the Indies: And the worft of all is, they fups 
port their Malice by citing Bartolomeo de las Cafas, or Cafaus, who 
was afterwards, Bifhop of Chiapa, whofe Words they copy, and 
quote as an authentick infallible Proof of what they charge our 
Nation with, as being the Teftimony of one of our own Au- 
thors, and a Perfon of no {mall Diftin@ion. What he left im 
Writing, and which pafles among his Works, is, ‘ ‘That the 
“ Mexicans haviig appointed a publick Dance, of that Kind 
‘© which they call Mitotes, in order to divert and entertain Mo- 
“ texzwma, Pedro. de. Alvarado, taking Notice of the Jewels with 
“which, the Indians were adorn‘d, calld together, all his. Sol-. 
“ diérs, and fell upon them, cutting them. to Pieces, to make. 
“ himfelf Mafter of thofe valuable Ornaments ; in the gaining 
“of, which infamous Spoils, he fays, above Two. Thoufand, 
“of the Mexican Nobility were put to the Sword,” with which; 
he leaves the Confpiracy on the Footing of a juft, Revenge. A 
prepofterous, unaccountable Suggeftion, neither probable, nor, 
even poflible. This Prelate did, at that Time, follicie the Reliet, 
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of the Indians, and exaggerating the Oppreffions they labour'd un« 
der, had far lefs Regard to the Truth, than to the fupporting 
of his own Affertion. The greateft Pare of our Writers con- 
vince him of being ill inform’d, not only of chat Affair, but 
hikewife in feveral other Enormities, which he has left in Wri- 
ting to the Difcredit of the Spaniards, ’Tis happy to find him 
fo well refuted, that we may the better creat him with that Re- 
{peét which is due to his Dignity. ‘The plain Truth of the 
Matter was, That-Pedro de Alvarado, a little after the Depar- 
ture of Cortex from Mexico, perceiv’d, in the Nobility of that 
Court, lefs Refpe& and Complaifance than ufual, which obli- 
ged him to behave himfelf with greater Cauticn, and to have 
an Eye to their Motions and Countenances, He employ'd 
fome Perfons in whom he could confide, to obferve what pals'd 
in the City, and by them underftood that the People. were 
contriving fomething extraordinary ; that they held Affemblies 
in feveral different Houfes, with an ill concerted Privacy, which 
tho’ it concealed their Meafures, yet it plainly enough difco- 
ver’d their Intentions: However, he had fuch good Intelli~ 
gence, that he had evident Reafon to be aflur’d, that there 
was a dangerous Con{piracy hatching againft the Spaniards; 
nor was it long before he gain’d even fome of the Confpiras 
tors themfelves,, who gave him a full Account of the whole 
Treafon, aggravating the Circumftances, without forgetting 
their own Intereft: A folemn Feftival was drawing near, which 
they were annually wont to celebrate with thofe Publick 
Dances, called Mitotes, which was a promifcuous Convention 
of Nobility and Plebeians, and was indeed an Aflembly of the 
whole City. - This Day was pitch’d upon for the putting their 
Enterprize in Execution, as {uppofing that upon fuch an Oc-~ 
cafion they might aflemble openly, without being taken No-= 
tice of, or giving any Jealouly. Their Intention was to be- 
gin the Dance, in order to get the common People together, 
and then in a Body, follow'd by the Multitude, to proclaim 
aloud their Emperor's Liberty, and rhe Defence of their Gods; 
poftponing the Publication: of their Defigns till then, as being 
of too great Importance to be hazarded among. the Vulgar, 
till they might reafonably think themfelves fecure from Dan- 
ger by their Numbers; and:in Reality their Scheme was not 
Ul laid; mor is: it often feen that the Wicked are ‘defective in 
Contrivances how to perpetrate the Evil they have projected. 

_ The: Morning before the appointed Day, fome of the chief 
Promoters of the Sedition’ came to: vifit: Pedro:de Alvarado, and: 
ask’d his Permiffion: to. celebrate . their Feftival, which was a 
= other 
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other than 2 formal Compliment with which they thought to 
blind him; and he not having as yet his Sufpicions fufficiently 
confirm’d, granted their Regueft, upon Condition, that they 
fhould not go armed, nor offer any human Sacrifices : But 
thar very Night he underftood, that they were bufily employ'd 
in concealing a confiderable Quantity of Arms in Houfes near 
the Temple. This intirely diffipated all his Doubts, and 
gave Occafion for a very rafh Action which yet had fome 
Appearances of a Remedy, and might have provd fo if he 
had gone about it with due Moderation. He refolv’d to affaule 
them in the Beginning of their Feftival, without giving them 
Time to take Arms, or raife the Populace; and accordingly he 
put it in Execution, going out at the Hour appointed accom- 
pany'd with Fifty of his Men, as if his Curiofiry to fee the 
Diverfion had led him thither. He found them all in a Man- 
ner intoxicated with Liquor and Excefs of Joy, that their Trea- 
fon was hitherto undifcover’d, and in fo great a Forwardnefs. 
He attack’d and put them to Flight with liccle or no Refiftance; 
wounding ard killing feveral who delay’d running away or 
leaping from the Galleries and Windows of the Temple. His 
Defign was only to terrify and difperfe them, which he indeed 
very eafily compals'd, but not without Diforder ; for the Spa- 
niards inftantly fell to ftripping the Dead and Wounded of 
their Jewels and Ornaments of Value : A Liberty not to be 
prevented at that Time, nor ever without the greateft Diffi- 
culty when a Soldier finds himfelf with a Sword in his Hand, 
and Goldin View. 

Pedro de Alvarado manag’d this Affair with more Heat than 
Forefight. He retir’d with the Satisfaction of a Conqueror 
without acquainting the Populace with the Motives of his An- 
ger. He ought immediately upon the Spot to have publifh’d 
the Treachery which thofe Nobles had been contriving againft 
him ; and fhould have expos’d the Arms they had conceal’d, 
or have done fomething on his Part to gain, in his Favour, the 
Votes of the common People, who are always very eafily 
mov’d againft the Nobility : But he return’d either well fatis- 
fy'd and convine’d that the Chaftifement he inflicted upon the 
Indians had been juft, and the Refolution abfolutely neceflary, 
or elfe ignorant how much it imported a fuccefsful Action to 
be fupported by Equity and Reafon. Thofe People, who 
knew nothing at all of the Provocation, and beheld the 
Slaughter of the Nobility, and Spoil of their Jewels, attributed 
the whole AGtion to an avaricious ‘Thirft, and were fo enrag d 


that they prefently ran to their Arms, and with little, or no, 
Sollici- 
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Sollicitation from the firft Confpirators, incorporated them-~ 
felves into their Body, by which Means the Sedition was in- 
{tantly f{well’d to a moft formidable Monfter. 

Hlernan Cortex reprehended Pedro de Alvarado for his rafh Pre- 
cedure, and efpecially for his Want of Confideration, in hazard- 
ing himfelf and the beft Part of his Forces upon a Day fo 
univerfally popular, leaving his Quarter, and what fhould 
have been his chief Care, expos’d to any Accident which 
might happen. He was likewife much concern’d that he had 
conceal’d from Motezwma the firft Appearance of that Diftur- 
bance; for Alvarado did not confide in that Prince till he faw 
him by his Side in the fucceeding Difpute ; whereas he fhould 
have communicated to him his Sufpicions, if not to make Ufe 
of his Authority, yet, at leaft, to found his Mind, in order 
to difcover whether or no he was fecure with fo weak a Gar- 
rifon ; inftead of which he turn’d his Back upon an Enemy 
of whom he ought to have been moft jealous. He blam’d 
his Inadvertency that he did not publickly juftify himfelf to 
the People, and even to the Delinquents themfelves, for fuch a 
violent Proceeding. By all which it was manifeftly obvious, 
that neither in the Action itfelf, nor the Motives, or Circum- 
ftances, was there any of that premeditated Malice which has 
been imputed to him: For moft certainly Cortex would not 
have been {atisfy’d with reprehending only a:Mifdemeanor of 
fo much Injuftice and Cruelty, nor would, ever have let flip 
that Opportunity. of. punifhing, or at leaft confining him, in 
order to introduce Peace by that exemplary Satisfaction : But, 
as a convincing Argument, we find that Alvarado himfelf pro- 
pos’d his own Imprifonment, as a Means to facilitate the Redu- 
tion of thofe People; but Cortez, did not approve of that Me- 
thod, becaufe he thought it was a better Way to make Ufe of 
the fame Reafon, which. Alvarado himfelf had againft the: firft 
Mutineers, to undeceive the Populace, and weaken the Fation 
of the Nobility. A 

The Seditious kept clofe all the Evening, nor was there af- 
terwards any Thing to difturb the Quiet of that Night. The 
Morning came, and Hernan Cortez obferving the fame fufpicious 
Silence to be ftill among the Enemy, made.no Doubt but that 
they were at their Cabals, fince not one Soul was to be feen in 
the Streets, nor any where about, as far as the Eye could dif- 
cern; infomuch that he order’d Diego de Ordaz out into the City 


to dive into. the Bottom of that Myftery. He took with him — 


Four Hundred Spanifh and ‘Tlafcalan Soldiers, and in good Order 
began to march thro’ the principal Streets, He had pottbore 
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far, before he difcover'd a pretty numerous Company of armed 
Men, which the Enemy, it feems, had detach’d out on pur- 
pofe to decoy and draw him on; and he ftill advancing, with 
a Defign to make fome Prifoners, in order to get Intelligence, 
difcover’d an innumerable Multitude of Indians, who march’d 
up to his Front; when looking back, he beheld another Army 
in his Rear, which had been conceal'd in the neighbouring 
Streets, on each Side, cutting off his Retreat. Both Bodies at- 
tack'd him at once with equal Fury; and at the fame Time 
there appear’d at the Windows, and in the Galleries of the 
Houfes, a Third Army of the Common People, which in a 
Manner hinder’d them from breathing, darkening the Air with 
Stones, and all Sorts of miflive Weapons. Diego de Ordaz, who, 
upon this Occafion, ftood in Need of all his Valour, Refolu- 
tion, and Experience to extricate himfelf, with as much Speed, 
and as little Confufion as poflible, from fo defperate a Junéture, 
divided his Battalion according to the Ground; making a Se- 
cond Front to his Rear with Pikes and Swords, againft the 
Two Torrents of Enemies below, and plying his Fire-Arms 
againft thofe who were above, It was wholly impracticable 
for him to advertife Cortex of the Danger he was in; nor did 
the General think it any Way neceflary to reinforce him with- 
out fuch Notice, as pre{uming that he had fufficient Force to 
execute the Orders he had given him: But the Heat of the En- 
gagement was of no long Continuance; for the Indians attack’d 
fo tumultuoufly, and with fo little Order, that confounded, 
and, as it were, drowned in their own Numbers, hinder’d each 
other from making Ufe of their Arms, and fo many of them 
loft their Lives at che firft Affault, that the reft were reduc’d: 
to fuch.a:Diftance, that they could neither offend, nor be of= 
fended. The Fire-Arms quickly clear’d the Galleries; and 
Diego de: Ordaz , who only came to make Difcoveries, thought 
it not proper to engage himfelf too far, and perceiving that 
the Enemy befieg’d him at a Diftance, reduc’d now to fight 
with their Tongues, as the only Weapons they could ule, load- 
ing him with loud:Threats and {currilous Language, refolv’d- 
to retreat, by opening a Paflage with’ his Sword : So that having 
given Orders, and: marching in the fame Form in which he 
then, was, he vigoroufly attack’d thofe who were pofted be- 
tween him and the Quarters, as he, at the fame Time, did thofe 
who were inthe Rear, or who appear’d upon the Tops of the 
Houfes. He compafs’d his Retreat with Difficulty, and not 
without the Expence.of fome Blood ; for he himfelf, together 
with. the: greateft. Pare of his Men: were wounded, and a 
t D left 
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left Eight dead upon the Spot, whom they could not poflibly 
bring. off. It is likely they were Tla/calans; becaufe Mention 
is only made of one Spaniard, who behaved himfelf remark- 
ably well that Day, and died difcharging his Duty. 

Bernal Diaz del Caftille gives a particular Account of his Beha« 
viour, and fays, that his Name was Lezcano. The reft of the 
Authors do not mention him ar all, fo that his true Name is 
not pofitively known, which deferv’d to be tran{mitted to Po- 
fterity, which neverthelefs, under that Name, honours the Me- 
mory of that valiant Soldier. Cortez became fenfible, by what 
had happen’d, that it was no Time now to endeavour ae 08 
even to think of making any Propofals for an Accommoda- 
tion, which would leflen his own Reputation, and augment 
the Infolence of the Seditious. He determin’d therefore to make 
it defir'd by the Enemy, rather than to propofe it himfelf, and 
to make a Sally out into the City with the greateft Part of his 
Troops, in order to oblige them, by Dine of Hoftilities, to: 
feek for Peace. There was at that Time none by whofe Means 
he could introduce the Treaty: As for Motezwma, he was dif- 
fident of his own Authority, being apprehenfive of the Dif 
Obedience of his Vaffals. Among the Rebels no one either 
commanded or obey'd, or rather’ they all commanded, and 
none. obey'd: A Mob, confus’d, ungovernable, without Di- 
ftinion, or Difcipline, promifcuoufly compos’d of. Nobles 
and Plebeians, Cortex -defir’d, with all his Heart, to follow 
the Path of Moderation, and was not altogether without Hopes 
of accomplifhing his Defires, or bringing Matters to an’ Ac- 
commodation ; but he thought it intirely neceffary to be apply’d 
to by the Mutineers, rather than to rake upon him to periuade 
them to it, in which ‘he acted like a prudent and cautious 
Commander: For it is never fafe to truft ro difarmed Reafon 
to appeafe the Fury ofa feditious People; for Reafon is ne- 
ver fo well liften’d to as when it is powerfully fupported, and 
Faction: is an inexorable Monfter, with an Infinity of Heads, 


, 


but not one Ear. 
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CHAP. XIU. 


The Mexicans affault the Spanith Quarters, and are 
repuls'd. CoRTEZ makes two Sallies, in which, 
tho’ the Enemy were both times defeated, and put 
to Flight with great Slaughter, yet, he diftrufts 
his being able to reduce them. 


Oye HE Mexicans purfu’d Diego de Ordaz, efteeming his 
Spa Retreat no better than as a Flight, following the Chace 
5) Bae with a diforderly Fury, till the Artillery from the 
8248 Quarters forcibly detain’d them, and with a terrible 
Slaughter oblig’d them to give back, as far as was neceflary, to be 
out of the Reach of that Danger ; but they halted in Sight, and 
by their Silence and the Diligence, with which they were pute 
ting themfelves in Order, it was plainly perceiv'd that they. 
were forming fome new Defign. | | 
Their Intent was to affault the Quarters on every Side by 
main Force ; and all che Streets thereabouts were immediately 
fill’d with People ; after which the Drums and Shells made 
the Signal for the Attack. They immediately advanc’d with 
great Fury and Precipitation. Their Van-Guard was compos d 
of Companies of Archers, that by clearing the Walls the reft 
might Approach. Their Difcharge were fo inexpreflibly thick, 
in order to make Room for thofe who were appointed for the 
Affault, that the Defendants found themfelves in no {mall 
Confufion, being extremely put to it to defend themfelves, 
and repulfe their. Enemies at the fame Time. ‘The Quarters 
were almoft coverd, or in a Manner drowned with Arrows ; 
which Expreffion ought not to be tax’d with being too Hyper 
bolical, fince they were actually oblig’d to appoint People on 
Purpofe to remove them, they were fo offenfive, the fecond 
Time, by barring the Way to the Ramparts. The Artillery 
and fmall Fire-Arms made a terrible Deftruction of the Enemy ; 
but they came fo refolutely determin’d either to conquer or to 
dye, that they advanced in Swarms ‘to fill up the Vacancy of 
thofe who fell, and carry d_on the “Attack with an intrepid 
Obftinacy, trampling upon the Dead, and rufhing over the 
Wounded, without the leaft Remorle. 3 Several 
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Several put themfelves under the very Cannon, and affaulted 
with incredible Refolution, making Ufe of their flinted Inftra= 
ments to break the Gates, and pick the Walls: Some got upon 
their Companions Shoulders to come within the Reach of their 
Weapons; others made Ladders of their own Lances and Pikes 
to gain the Windows and Terraces; and all in general expos d 
themfelves to Fire and Sword like enrag’d Beafts. Notable Ine 
ftances of a fearlefs Temerity, and which might have, palsd 
for gallant AGtions, had true Valour perform’d that which, in 
Reality, was no other than a falyagesFerocity. a7 > baad 
© But they: were at laft repuls’d, and retird, for Cover, to 
the Crofs-Streets,, where they halted till the Night's Approach 
difpers’d them; more out of Regard to a Cuftom they had, 
never to fight in the Sun’s Abfence, than out of any apparent 
Hopes they gave of having given over the Enterprize,..On 
the contrary, they had. the Boldnefs, fome Days after, once 
more to alarm the Spaniards, by. fetting Fire to cheir Quarters 
in different Parts; which they either did by applying it tothe 
Doors and Windows, by the Help of the Night's Obfcurity, 
or by fhooting Arrows froma Diftance with Artificial . Fire, 
which laft indeed feems moft probable ; for the Flame increas’d 
fo fuddenly, and took hold on the Buildings with fuch an im- 
petuous Rage, that they were obligd, in order to prevent, the 
Communication of the feveral Fires, to break down fome Walls, 
and to toil afterwards in ftopping up. thofe Breaches they had 
made, and to put them in a Pofture of Defence; a Fatigue 
which lafted the greateft Part of the Night. 9. _ | 

But {carcé did the firft Beams of Light declare the, Ap- 
proach of the Morning, when the Enemy was,difcover'd, feem- 
ingly afraid to come within Reach of their Shor; for they, only 
provok’d the Spaniards to fally forth from their Walls. “They 
dat’d them to Battel with injurious Speeches, treating them as 
Cowards for lurking behind their Increnchments; and Cortex, 
who had before refolv'd to make a Sally upon them chat Day, 
took this Provocation fora good Opportunity to fire the Minds 
of his People. He prepar’d them with a fhort, Difcourfe to 
refolve to revenge their Wrong, by chaftifing the Infolence of 
thofe Barbarians, and, without Delay, he form’d. his whole 
Force into Three Bodies, each confifting of Spaniards and Tlaf- 
calans: ‘Two of thefe Battalions he order'd for clearing the 
Crofs Streets, and the Third, at. the Head of which he himfelt 
march’d in Perfon with the choiceft of his Troops, took the 
Street of Tacuba, where the greateft Body of the Enemy was 
pofted, He drew up his Men, and diftributed Arms as Necel- 
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fity requir’d ; for he was to engage both in Front and Flank, 
following the Method which Diego de Ordag had obferv'd in his 
Retreat, efteeming that, which a little before had deferv’d his 
Applaufe, to be now worthy his Imitation; wherein he fhew'd 
the Noblenefs of his Mind, and that he was not ignorant how 
much thofe Superiors hazard, who difdain to follow the Foot- 
fteps of thofe who are inferior to them in Command, and 
how near they are to erring, who pretend to diftinguifh them- 
{elves from thofe who have been fuccefsful thro” their prudent 
Condué&. The Thtee Battalions engag’d at one Time, and 
the Enemy both gave and receiv’d the firft Charges without lo- 
fing Ground, or being in the leaft fenfible of Danger, going 
fo far as even to come to Handy-Blows. Their Clubs and 
Two-handed Swords were manag’d with a defperate Fury. 
Regardlefs of Death they broke in among the Pikes and Swords 
of the Spaniards, to gain a Stroke at the Price of Life. The 
Fire-Arms which were levell’d againft the Galleries and Win- 
dows could not divert the Shower of Stones which inceflancly 
came from thence, for they flung them without difcovering 
themfelves; and it was neceflary to fet fome Houfes on Fire, 
to put a Stop to that troublefome Hotftility. 

The Mexicans, at laft, gave Way to the fuperior Valour 
of the Spaniards; but as they retreated they broke down the 
Bridges of thé Streets, and fhew’d themfelves on the other 
Side ; obliging the Spaniards to fill up the Ditches, ftill fighting 
all the while, before they could profecute the Vittory. Thofe 
who were detach’d to clear the Streets on the Sides, charg’d 
the Multitude that poffefs'd them with fo much Refolution, 
that they fecur’d the Retreat, and manag'd ic fo that they 
always kept the Enemy in Front, till having advanc’d as 
far as the Opening into a large Square, the Three Bodies 
join’d, and at the firft Attack fo difhearten’d the Indians, that 
they turn’d their Backs with great Precipitation and Confu- 
fion, treading one another under Foot, f{hewing the fame Fury 
and Diforder in their Flight, as they had done in the Battle. 

Cortez would not fufter his People to profecute the Victory 
with a farther Slaughter of thofe Vaflals of Motexuma, already 
routed, and flying in the utmoft Diforder, whether it was 
thar his Heart relented at the Blood already fpilt, and dif- 
dain’d intirely to deftroy a vanquifh’d Enemy, or that he 
thought he had chaftiz’d their Prefumption with fufhcient Ri- 
gour. He therefore gather’d up his Troops, and retir’d without 
meeting with the leaft Oppoficion, He loft Ten or Twelve 
Soldiers, and had many wounded, chiefly by Stones or At- 
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rows, but none dangetoufly. The Numbec that the Mexicané 
loft was fo. great, that the Bodies which they could not carry 
off, having firft ting’d the Canals with their Blood, remain'd 
as a Spectacle of Horror in the Streets in incredible Heaps. 
The Engagement lafted all the Morning, and the Spaniards were 
fometimes very hardly put to it, and their fcarce to be hop’d 
for Succefs was intirely owing to their Perfeyerance, Valour, 
and good Dilcipline. 

There was none who could in particular be faid to excel ; 
they all in general acted with equal Bravery, as well Soldiers as 
Officers, frefh A@tions of Valour fucceeding each other fo 
thick that the laft ftill eras’d the Remembrance of thofe which 
preceded it. The Tlafcalans behav’d themfelves, by the gene- 
rous Example fec them by the Spaniards, valiantly, without 
Precipitation or Rafhnels ; and Cortez, condugted the whole 
A@tion like a couragious and prudent Commander, being pre- 
{ent every where, but more efpecially where the Danger was 
greatelt, his Sword always in the Face of his Enemy, his Eye 
on his own People, his Care whereyer Occafion requir d ; lea- 
ving it in Doubt whether more was owing to his perfonal Bra- 
very or to his confummate Milicary Skill, both which Virtues he 
poflefs'd in an eminent Degree, and are Qualities defireable 
without Diftin@ion, and concur without Preference in great 
Commanders. 

It was neceffary to allow fome Time for refrefhing his tird 
Troops, and forthe Cure of the Wounded, which Sufpenfion 
lafted Three Days, or fomething more, during which Interval 
they only took Care of the Defence of the Quarters, having 
the Army of the Mutineers conftantly in View, with whom 
they had fome light Skirmifhes, a Mixture of flying and fight- 
ing. In this Time Hernan Cortex artfully renew'd his Over- 
tures of Peace by Means of fome Mexicans, in the Service of 
Motexuma, who went with feveral Propolals ; but he was not 
negligent, during the Negociation, but made all neceffary Pre- 
paration. He order’d Four Towers of Wood to be built, which, 
with little Difficulty, mov’d with Wheels, co beus'd againit the 
Enemy in Cafe there fhould be Occafion for a new Sally. 
Each of thofe Towers was capable of containing Twenty or 
Thirty Men, the Roof defended by thick Planks, {ufficient to 
refift the Stones which might be caft from the Houfes, the Front 
and Sides with Loop-Holes to difcharge under Cover, in Imi- 
ration of the great Engines us’d in War, which cover Men to 
undermine the Walls.of a Town, which Defence he thought, 
cat that Juncture, very neceflary to fhelter his ‘Soldiers, z the 
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firing of Houfes, and breaking thro’ the Trenches with which 
they were ftopping up the Streets; and, if thefe’ portable Ma- 
chines were not good for engaging, yet, the Novelty of them 
would be ufeful by amazing the Enemy. Of the Mexicans who 
were fent out with Propofals of Peace, fome return‘: ill- 
difpatch’d, and others remain’d among the Rebels, to the great 
Diffatisfaction of Motezuma, who earneftly defir’d the Reduction 
of his feditious Subjeéts, and conceal’d, under a Mask ealy co 
be feen through, the Jealoufy he had, left they {hould intirely 
fhake off their Obedience, and lofe all Fear of his Authority. 
At this Time they were making new Preparations for Warin 
the City. Thofe of the mutinous Nobility who had Vaflals 
of their own, fummon’d the People of their refpective Di- 
ftri€ts : The Force of the Army continually increas d; nor did 
they ceafe to provoke the Spaniards in their Quarters, who were 
now quite tir'd with bearing the troublefome Repetition of 
Menaces and Arrows, which tho’ they were equally loft in the 
Air, did not fail to offend and weary out their Patience. 
With this good Difpofition of his People, the Opinion of 
his Captains, and the Approbation of Motezwma, General Cor- 
tex made a fecond Sally againft the Mexicans : He took with 
him the greateft Part of the Spaniards, and about Two Thou- 
fand Tlafcalans, fome Pieces of Artillery, the Wooden: Ma- 
chines, with a fufficient Defence, and fome Led: Horfes to,be 
us'd upon all Occafions where the Breakings of the Ground did 
not render them ufelefs. The feditious Mexicans were then in 
a profound Silence ; but the Spaniards had {carce began their 
March, when the Difficulty of the Undertaking was quickly 
known by the fudden Shouts of an innumerable Multitude al- 
ternate with the hoarfe and difmal Sound of their Drums and 
Sea-Shells. The Rebels did not wait till they were attack’d, 
but on the contrary they came up to the Spaniards with fur- 
ptizing Refolution, and much lefs Confufion than they were 
wont. They gave and receiv’d the firft Charge, without Dil- 
order, or Precipitation; but it was not long before they were 
fenfible of the Damage they receiv’'d, and retir’d by little and 
lictle, without turning their Backs to the firft Entrenchments 
they had made in the Streets ; in Defence of which they re- 
new’d the Fight with fo much Obftinacy, that it was neceflary 
to advance fome Pieces of Artillery to diflodge them. They 
had their Retreats very near, and in fome the Bridges of the 
Canals were taken up, which increas’d the Difficulty, and there 
was no Way of engaging them from under Cover. ‘This Day 
thé Spaniards obferv d in their Conduét fome very politick and 
: confiderate 
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confiderate AGtions, and fuch as made it appear a War more 
than barely Popular. They difcharg’d regularly, and in good 
Order, always lowering their Arm, chat they might not mifs 
their Shot by the Refiftance of the Spanifh Armour. They de- 
fended their Pofts with Obftinacy, and abandon’d them with- 
out Confufion: They fent feveral Men into the Canals, that as 
they {wam up and down they might pufh at the Spaniards, and 
wound them with their Pikes: They had got up huge Pieces 
of Rocks into their Galleries, to deftroy the Wooden Towers, 
and perform’d ic, breaking them all.to Shatters: By thele and 
‘many other Signs, it was eafily perceivd thar fome One com- 
manded them; for they animated and fupported each other 
feafonably, and in the very Diforders of a feditious Multitude, 
they fhew’d fome Sort of Obedience and Difcipline. 

The Engagement lafted the greateft Part of the Day; the 
Spaniards and their Confederates were fore'd to gain the Ground 
from Trench to Trench: Much Dammage was done to the City, 
many Houfes burn’d, and the Mexicans loft more Blood upon 
this Occafion than they had done in the Two preceding Ren- 
counters, either that they, advanc’d nearer to the Fire-Arms, 
or becaufe they could not fly as they were accuftomed, being 
hinder’d by their own Entrenchments. i | 4, 
The Night drew on apace; and Cortez; with Concern, find- 
ing himfelf oblig’d to the fruitlefs Difpute of, gaining. Pofts 
‘which he could not maintain, retir'd to, his Quarters, leaving 
the Sedition, in Reality, rather chaftis’d than quell’d, He, loft 
about, Forty Soldiers, moft of them Tla/calans, had above Fitty 
Spaniards forely. wounded, and himfelt fhor with an Arrow 
in the left Hand; but his inward Wound. was far the worft, by 
being fenfible, upon this Occafion, jthat it was not. poflible ro 
continue fo unequal a War without running the Rifque of lo- 
fing, both his Army and his Reputation. The firft Shock he 
had yet felt, the Novelty of which went near his, Heart, , furs 
ptizd him, and almoft. made his Courage to ftagger. |, He 
fhut himfelf up under Pretence of his Wound; but .with,.a 
Defign to give himfelf up’ to Thought, The greateft Parc,.of 
“the Night he {pent in Reflection: He was concern'd and, vexd 
to quit Mexico, and could find no Means of maintaining} his 
Ground there. .He_endeavour'd to: exert himfelf again{t the 
Difficulty, but found that Reafon took Part with his Sufpicions, 
His good Senfe and Forefight would not agree with his natural 
Fire and Vigour: All was difputing without refolving: Diflatis- 
fy'd with the Dictates of Prudence, ;or impatient at the Pains 
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Morrzuma exhorts Correx to retire Srom 
Mexico, which he offers to do affoon as the Sedi- 
tious have laid down their Arms. Ti hey return to 
attempt another Affault. Morezuma Jpeaks to 
them from the Wall, and 1s wounded, lofing all 
Hopes of reducing them. 


MN OR did Motexuma pals his Night better, whofe 
ek Thoughts waver’d with far greater Uneafinefs, now 

© wholly doubting the Fidelity of his Vaflals ; his Mind 
"= was aflaulted by contrary Paffions, of which fome 
footh'd, and others oppos’d his Inclinations: The Violence 
of Anger and Refentment, Moderation of Fear, and the Re- 
pugnancies of Pride. He was that Day on the higheft Tower 
of the Palace, obferving the Battle, and diftinguifh’d amongft 
the Rebels the Lord of Lztapalapa, and other Princes, who 
might afpire to the Empire. He faw them running here and 
there to every Part, animating the Combatants, and ordering 
the Action. ‘He had nor, as yet, fufpeéted his Nobles would 
have engae’d in fuch manifett Outrages : His Anger and Con- 
cern began at once, and his Anger prevaild; the firft Motion 
of his Temper giving them up to Deftruction, breathing no- 
thing but Blood and Slaughter: Buta little after reflecting how 
far the Evil was f{pread, and the Tumult now converted in- 
to Treafon and Rebellion in all its Forms, he funk down 


quite difpiiced, remaiting without Refolution to apply a Re- 
medy, and every Impulfe of his natural Ferocity gave Way 
to’ Fear and Weaknefs. Nothing appears fo terrible to a Ty- 
rant as the Thoughts of his Crown being in Danger; nor are 
any, generally {peaking, fo fufceptible of Fear as thofe who are 
ambitious of being fear’d. ‘ iw, 
He reflected: with Deliberation upon the different Means of’ 
re-eftablifhing his finking Authority, and none appear’d better 
than immediately to difpatch the Spaniards, to return to his Pa- 
lace, and there to ufe Lenity towards. the Revolters, before he 
proceeded to lift up the Hand of Juftice. In the Morning he 
fene for Cortex; “and dexteroufly enough cofainumicated fee 
, oS) the 
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the Caufe of his Concern. With an affected Security he aggra- 
vated and exclaim’d againft the Infolence of his Nobles, trying 


to make him believe, that his Thoughts were more take up | 


about the Manner of chaftifing them, than with any Fear he 
had of their Revolt, and went on, faying ; “ That now the 
“Troubles of his Kingdom requit’d a {peedy Remedy; and 
* that it was neceflary to take away all Pretences from the Se- 
ditious, and to make them fenfible of their Error, before 
he punifh’d their Crime: That all Tumules did preterid a 
Foundation upon fome Appearances of Reafoh ; and that in 
the reducing of a Multitude, it was prudent to make Con- 
ceflions at the Beginning, in otder to command more ab- 
folutely afterward: That the Clamours of his Vaffals had, 
on their Side, an Excufe that was very planfible, and foun- 
ded well, which was, the Liberty of their Prince, perfuaded 
that he was under an involuntary Confinement, and mifta- 
ken in the Method by which they were to compafs it: That 
it was now come to that Pitch, that Cortex and his People 
muft unavoidably leave Mexico without Delay, that he him- 
felf might, by his own Authority, fubje& the Rebels, and 
extinguifh the Fire, by removing the Caufe.” He re- 
peated how much he had fuffer’d for not violating his Word 
with the Spaniards, and touch’d flightly upon thofe Jealoufies 
which gave him moft Concern: But the Inftances he made 
to Cortex not to oppofe his Demands, were fo fubmiffive, that 
the Influences of Fear plainly difcover’d themifelves int the Eat- 
neftnefs of the Requeft. 

Cortex himfelf was of Opinion; that it was convenient for 
him, in the prefent Jun@ure of Affairs, to retreat, with a°De- 
fign, neverthelefs, of refuming the Enterprize upon a”'berver 
Foundation: And recolle&ting his Thoughts on chat’ Point, 
which made the Propofal feem the lefs ftrange, he readily an- 
fwer'd : “ That ic was both his Inclination and Opinion t obey 
“him with an intire ‘Refignation’; defiring only to do thar 
“which fhould be moft: pleafing and agreeable ‘to him) with- 
out entering into thé’ Motives of his Refolution, ‘of lofing 
Time in’ reprefenting the Incotiveniencies“which he might 
“have forefeen and confider’d ; for in Difcuffions of this Kind, 
“the Inferior always ought to give up-his Judgment, the Will 
“of Princes béing a fufficient Reafon for their Aion’. That 
he fhould be much troubled’ to- withdiaw front’ him, with! 
“out leaving’ him fully aflur’d’ of the Obedience of hid Val. 
“fals ; particularly; firce that dangerous Circumfance® of the 
*Nobility’s having declar’d for the Populace  requir'd greater 
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“ Precautions, and his utmoft Care: For when once the No- 
“bility break the Bonds of Duty and Loyalty, they have the 
“ oreateft Attempts in View, and ftick at nothing. . But chat 
*t was not for him to offer Reafons to delay his March, fince 
“© his Majefty had proposd it as a neceflary Remedy, as being 
“ fenfible ofthe Infirmity and Humours under which his King- 
“© dom labour’d : Upon which Suppofition, and his own fix'd 
“ Refolution immediately to march with his Army for Zem- 
“ poala, he humbly intreated his Majefty, that before his De- 
parture he would oblige his Vaflals to lay down their Arms; 
‘ becanfe it would be of bad Confequence that they fhould 
attribute to their Rebellion what they ow’d to their Sove- 
“ raign’s Goodnefs. That he propos’d this more out of Re- 
“ fpeét to his Royal Authority than for any Trouble or Con- 
cern the Obftinacy of the Rebels gave him 5 for he defilted 
“ from farther chaftizing them out of pure Regard to him, 
“ carrying on the Point of his Sword and in the. Valour of his 
“ Troops every Thing that was neceflary to fecure his Re- 
a ttceH 

Motezuma did not expect fuch a ready Compliance in the 
Anfwer of Cortez, but imagin d he fhould have met with greater 
Refiftance, which might have occafion’d him much. Trouble 
in contending and difputing thac Point upon which he had 
fo fully deliberated and refolv’d. He made his Acknowledge- 
ment to Cortez with a great deal of Joy, and both his Voice 
and Countenance fufficiently exprefs'd the Satisfaction of his 
Mind. 

He offerd to command the Revolters immediately to lay 
down their Arms, and approvd of his Reflections, by. which 
he thought his Vaflals would appear lefs unworthy to capis 
tulate with their Prince ; a Point which, he had: not confider’d 
before, yet ftill he was inwardly concern’d at his being fore d 
to temporize fo far with thofe who merited nothing but his 
Difpleafure, nor was he very skilful in the Art of mixing, So- 
veraignty with Diffimulation. Before this Conference ended; 
an Alarm was founded in the Quarters. Cortez, immediately 
took his Leave, and haftening to take Care for the Detence, he 
found his People all preparing to refift a general Affaule the 
Enemy was juft going to begin on every Side. .. As the. Gara 
rifon was always vigilant, they were receiv’d with the utmoft 
Rigour of the Fire- Arms , for thofe Rebels fhut their Eyes tojalk 
Danger, and drove on each other with fo much. Precipitation} 
that their Van-Guard, in Appearance without their own. proper 
Movement, were in an Inftant at the Foot of the Wall, Their 
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Bows and Slings which were left at a convenient Diftance, be= 
gan to repeat their Difcharges, to beat off thofe who were up- 
on the Ramparts to refift the Affaule, which was. pufh’d on 
and oppos’d with equal Refolucion. In fome Parts the Enemy 
got Footing within the very Works, and Cortex,..who had 
form’d a’ Body of Referve compos’d of Tlafcalans and Spa- 
niards in the principal Court, repaird with new Succouts to the 
Pofts which were moft expos’d, having Occafion for all his Acti- 
vity, and all the Courage of his Troops, that the Defence might 
not flacken, nor the Enemy come to underftand the Advan- 
tage which Numbers have over even Valour itfelf. 

~ Motezuma being foon inform’d of the Conflict in which the 
Spaniards were engag’d, call’d Donna Maria, and fent her to Cor- 
tex to propofe, “ That according to the prefent State of Affairs, 
“and agreeable to what they had both agreed upon, it would 
“be very convenient that he fhould thew. himfelf to his Val- 
“ {als from the Wall, to command the feditious Populace to 
“ retire, and the Nobles to make their perfonal Appearance in 
“ his Prefence, difarm’d, and there to reprefent what it was 
“ that both the one and the other defird.” Cortez did not 
diflike the Propofal, holding ic neceflary, at that Juncture, for 
his People to breathe a little, fince. there was but {mall Hopes 
of being able to overcome the Obftinacy, of that inflexible 
Multitude. Motezuma inftantly difpos’d himfelf to put his De- 
fign in Execution, with an impatient. Concern to know. the 
Minds of his Subjects, with Regard to--hisown Perfon. He 
caus’d himfelf to be adorn’d with his Royal:Robes,.call'd for 
his Crown and Imperial Mantle; not forgetting the Jewels 
which he was accuftom’d to wearupon publick Occafions, nor 
other affected Formalities, which fufficiently ,publifh’d his Difh- 
dence and Apprehenfions, by making it appear by. all chis 
more than ordinary Care, that he {tood in. Need of Pomp and 
exterior Show to gain the Refpect of the Eye, and that the 
Affiftance of Purple.and Gold was neceflary to cover and con- 
ceal the interior Weaknefs of \Majefty..» With allthis Pomp 
and Grandeur, attended by» the principal Mexicans who 
continu’d in his Service, he mounted the Terrace which was 
oppofite to the great Avenue. The Garrifon was drawn up 
in Ranks. for him to pafs thro’, and one of the Mexicans of 
the Emperor’s Equipage advancing to the Rails, with a loud 
Voice call’d out to the Rebels, to prepare themfelves with 
Reverence and Attention, forthe Great Motezwma had conde- 
{cended to come forth in order to hear their Demands and 


fhew them further Favour Atthe hearing of his Name the 
Gee Outcries 
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Outcries ceas'd, Terror fucceeded and got the better, of Fury, 
and they remain’d motionlefs, {eeming as if they were afraid 
even to breathe, Motezuma then fhew’d himfelf to the expect- 
ing Multitude, with a Countenance of Severity mix'd with Le- 
nity, which at once exprefs’'d both his Anger and his Fear. 
Many bent the Knee when they faw him, but the moft Pare 
humbled themfelves ‘fo far as to touch the Earth with their 
Fore-heads, intermixing the Reafon they had to fear him, with — 
the Cuftom of, as it were, worfhipping him. He firft caft his 
Looks on all in general, and then upon the Nobles in parti- 
cular, with a Shew of taking Notice of thofe he’ knew. He, 
commanded that fome fhould draw near, calling them by their 
Names. He honourd them with the Title of Friends and 
Kinfmen, putting a Force on his Difpleafure : He acknowledg’d, 
with a proper Decency of Expreffion, the Affection with which’ 
they defir'd his Liberty ; and the Harangue he made them, tho” 
we find it differently related, was, according to the Report of 
the Majority, to the following ‘Tenor. 


[ Am fo far, my Vaffals, from looking upon this Expreffion of your 
" Zeal as a Crime, that I cannot deny my being includ to excufe you. 
It was indeed, an Excefs to take up Arms without my Leave ; but it 
was an Excefs of your Fidelity.) You beliewd, and not without Appear 
ance of fom Reafon, that I was detain’d by Force and Violence in this 
Palace of my Predeceffors ; and to relieve your Soveraign from Oppref= 
fion is too great an Enterprize to be attempted without forme Diforder : 
But no Laws ave Juffcient to reftrain an ExcefS of Refentment and 
Grief within the Bounds of ‘Moderation and Prudence : And notwith- 
ftanding the Occafion' of this your Commotion be with fmall Foundation, 
fince I am without any Manner of Violence among thefe Foreigners whom 
you treat as Enemies. \ I now fee your Inclinations are good, tho you are 
miftaken in your Method of proceeding. It is by my own voluntary Option 
that I have continwd with them, and thought myfelf oblig’d to fhew 
them this Favour, on Account of the Refpect they have always paid me, 
and out of Duty to the Prince who fends them, They are now difpatchd : 
Ihave now refolv’d that they fhall depart my Court ; and they are preparing 
immédiately to quit the Country : But it is not reafonable that I fhould be 
fooner obey d by them than by you, who are my natural Subjetts ; nor that 
their Courtefy fhould appear greater than your Duty. Lay down your 
Arms, and come to my Prefence as you ought, that all Tumults and Die 
fiurbance ceafing, you may be convinc’d how much you are in my Favour, 
by the Pardon I am ready to give you. | 
3 F 
Thus 
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Thus Motezuma concluded his Harangue; and no one was 
. fo bold to attempt making a Reply. Some beheld him with 
Aftonifhment and Confufion, to find a Requeft where they 
expected nothing but Indignation; others wept to fee their Mo- 
narch fo humble, or which founds much worfe, and far lefs 
became him, fo humbled: But at the very Time of this Su- 
{penfion, the Populace began again co be in Commotion, and 
in an Inftant pa{s’d from Fear to Fury, eafy atall Times to be 
led into Extremes: Nor did there want one co foment it, when 
they had elected a new Emperor, or at leaft had refolv'd on 
the Choice; for in our Hiftorians we find it differently related. 
Their Difrefpec&t immediately was converted into Contempt. 
They told him aloud, that he was no longer their King; and 
that he fhould quit the Diadem and Scepter for the Diftaff and 
Spindle; giving him the opprobious Names of pufillanimous, 
effeminate Coward, an abject, a vile Prifoner, and Slave to 
his Enemies: Their injurious Language was drown'd by loud 
and repeated Shouts ;.and he endeavour'd, by the Motions both 
of his Head and his Hands, to be heard, when the Multitude 
began to advance, and let fly their Arrows againft him, where- 
by he became fenfible of the utmoft Infolence of his rebellious 
Vaflals. Two Soldiers, which Cortez forefeeing this Danger, 
had plac’d at his Side, endeavour'd to cover him with their 
Bucklers; but all their Care was not fufficient to prevent his 
being touch’d by fome Arrows, and very rigoroufly by a Stone 
which wounded him in the Head, breaking Part of his Tem- 
ple, with which Blow he fell down fenfelefs to the Ground ; an 
“Accident which exceedingly troubled Cortez, as being one of 
the moft unfeafonable Misfortunes that could have poffibly 
happen’d. He inftantly caus’d him to be carry’d to his Apart- 
ment, and, with frefh Refentment and Indignation, repair’d to 
the Defence of the Ramparts: But he found no Enemy on 
whom he could vent his Anger; for the Mexicans no fooner 
beheld their Emperor fall, by which they had Reafon to believe 
that he was wounded, but they were fo aftonifh’d at the Crime 
they had committed, that fying without knowing from whom, 
as imagining that the Vengeance of their Gods purfued them, 
they ran to hide themfelves from Divine Wrath, with that Kind 
of Confufion, or terrifying Shame and Confternation, where- 
with the Mind is wont to be opprefs’d after the committing of 
enormous and heinous Sins. 15) | 
Cortex immediately repaix’d to Motezwma’s Apartment, who 
foon after recover'd his Senfes, and came to himfelf; but fo 
impatient, and full of Indignation, that ic was neceflary to 


hold 
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hold him, in order to prevent him from doing himfelf a Mif- 
chief. It was impoffible to drefs shis Wound; ‘becaufe he tore . 
away whatever Medicines were apply 'd, and:he broke our into 
moft furious Threats, which ended in Sighs and Lamenta- 
tions: Rage did its utmoft, bur at laft dwindled into Pufila- 
nimity: Perfuafion offended, and Conlolation exafperated and 
anger'd him: He recover’d: his Senfes only to lofe his Under- 
ftanding. It appear’d neceflary to: leave him for a while, and 
allow fome Time for Confideration, that he might get rid of 
the firt Impreffions of ‘the Infule had been offer'd him. Over- 
whelm’d with exceffive Grief, he was left to the Care of his At- 
teridants, continually battling with the Violence of his Tem- 
per, and the Defpondency of his Mind, without Spirit enough 
left even to think of attempting Vengeance upon the. Traytors, 
but efteeming, as a moft heroick Exploit, the: Refolution of 
dying by his own Hands: Arbarbarous Recourfe of cowardly 
Minds, who fink beneath Calamity, and are only valiant 


again{t that which can leaft oppofe them. . 
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Motezum a dies of hi Wounds, obftinately re- 
fufing to receive Baptifm. Cortez fends Ins 
Body to the Mexicans, who celebrate his Obfe- 
quies. Hus perfonal Qualities and Character. 


S0TEZUMA perfever’d in his Impatience, and at 
sy the fame Time his Wounds grew worfe ; it being a 
3} common Obfervation, how great Influence the Pal- 
mae fions of the Mind have over the Corruption of the 
‘Humours. The Wound in his Head was at firft look’d 
upon as dangerous, and his inward Agitations quickly made it 
mortal ; nor was it by any Means poffible to apply the necef- 
fary Remedies till he grew fo weak that he had not Force to 
refift.. Thofe who attended him were no lefs put to it to oblige 
him to take fome Nourifhment, the want of which had al- 
ready brought him very low; and he feem’d to have nothing 
of Strength‘or Vigour left, but only in his determinate Refo- 
lution of putting an End to his Life with his own Hands; his 
Defpair increafing as his Strength decay’d. His Danger was 
known 
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known in Time ; and Cortez, who feldom left him becaufe 
when he was prefent he moderated his Grief, and fomewhat 
compos’d himfelf, us'd his utmoft Endeavours, by prefling In- 
ftances, to perfuade him to that which moft of all imported 
him. He took all proper Opportunities to touch upon Reli- 
gion, calling upon him with gentle and pathetick Arguments 
to a Deteftation of his Errors, and to feek the Knowledge of 
Truth, Upon fome Occafions he had fhewn fome fort of In- 
clination to the Rites and Precepts of the Catholick Faith, 
feem’d to be diflatisfy’d with the Abfurdities of Idolatry, 
and began to give fome Hopes of his Converfion ; but always 
put it off for fome Reafon of State, having a Regard to the 
Superftition of his Subjects, even tho’ his own had left him, 

more out of Fear of raifing 2 Commotion amongft them, 

than for any Reverence he of late bore to their Idols. 

Cortex, on his Part, did all that the Duty of a Chriffian re- 
quir’d. He intreated him, with all poffible Fervour and Ten- 
derne{s, to acknowledge the true God; and, by receiving Bap- 
tifm, to fecure co himfelf a glorious Eternity in the next World. 
He was prefs'd by Father Bartolomeo de Olmedo with Arguments 
of ftill greater Force and Energy ; nor were the Officers, who 
were moft in that Prince’s Favour, lefs fedulous in their En- 
deavours to work upon him. Donna Marina did not only in- 
terpret, but join’d Intreaties in the moft perfuafive Terms ; and 
in fpite of all chat Malice and Emulation can fay, (for even in 
this Refpect the Spaniards are chargd with Neglea&) no hu- 
man Means was omitted to induce him to turn into the Path 
of Truth: But he would never return a rational Anfwer, but 
always remote from the Point; now exclaiming again{t the 
Infult he had receiv’d; anon breathing nothing but Threats 
of Vengeance; then he would fall into Fits of Defpair, con- 
juring Cortez to revenge his Injuries upon the Traytors. In this 
miferable Confli& of Mind he continu’d Three Days, and 
then furrenderd up to the Devil the eternal Poffeflion of his 
Soul, employing the lateft Moments of his Breath in impious 
Thoughts of facrificing his Enemies to his Fury and Revenge, 
leaving to the World a terrible Example, how much the Paf- 
fons are to be dreaded in the Hour of Death, as being always 
Enemies to Refignation, and more efpecially in the Great and 
Powerful, in whom they are generally more abfolute and pre- 
dominant, by Reafon that the Cuftom of obeying thofe Paf- 
fions prevails over the Vigour which is requifite to reprefs and 


{ubdue them. 
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The Concern which the Death of this Prince caus’d amonglt 
the Spaniards was univerfal; for they all in general lov'd him 
with an equal Affection, fome upon Account of his Liberaliry 
towards them, and others for his Gratitude and benevolent 
Difpoficion. But Cortex, who was far more oblig'd to him 
than all the reft, and whofe Lofs was incomparably grearer, 
took this cruel Stroke fo to Heart, that he was quite incon{o- 
lable; and notwithftanding he endeavour’d all he could to 
compofe himfelf, chat his People might not be difcourag’d, he 
was not able to conceal his inward Grief, but was frequently 
obferv’d to let fall fome Tears which it was not in his Power 
to contain. He had founded the greateft Part of his Deligns 
in the voluntary Subjeétion of that Prince, By his Death — 
the beft of his Hopes were intirely loft, and he found 
himfelf under the Neceffity of forming a new Plan, in 
order to attain the Views he had propos'd. What moft fen- 
fibly touch’d him was, his having died obftinate in his Ex- 
rors; the laft and greateft Aggravation of this Misfortune, 
and an eflential Point which divided his Heart between Sor 
row and Dread, all his Endeavours to prevent it being fru- 
ftrated, and his Mind ftruck with Horror at that terible Idea. 
His firft Care was to call together all the Servants of the de- 
ceasd Emperor, of whom he chofe Six Perfons of the greateft 
Note to carry out the Body into the City, in which Nuntber 
were comprehended fome Priefts who had been taken Prifoners, 
all of them Eye-Witneffes of his Wound and Death, He order’d 
them, from him, to aquaint the Princes who were at the Head of 
the mutinous Populace “That he had fent them the Corps of 
“ their lace Soveraign murder’d by their Hands, which enor- 
“mous Crime, gave frefh Right to the Juftice of his Arms. 
“ That before his Death, he had frequently requefted; and 
“ with moft preffing Inftances conjurd him (as thofe Deputies 
“ well knew) to revenge his Wrongs, and to chaftize them 
“ for their abominable Rebellion: But that he look'd up- 
“on their Infurretion to have proceeded from the brutal 
“ Fury in the Dregs of the Populace, and an Infolence the 
“ the Enormity whereof he hop’d thofe of better Senfe and 
“ Rank would take into Confideration and punifh. ‘That 
“ therefore, for that Reafon, he once more propos’d Peace, gi- 
“ ving them Leave to fend their Deputies to make Propofals 
“ towards an amicable Accommodation, afluring them, That 
“ he was ready to agree to any reafonable Conditions: But 
“ that at the fame Time he would have them to underftand, 


“ thacif they did not immediately accept his Offer, and repent 
“S them 
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them of their Crime, they fhould not only be created as 
Enemies, but as Rebels and Traytors to their Prince, ex- 
periencing the utmoft Rigour of his Arms: For that Mo- 
tezuma, out of Refpeét to whom he had with-held, and mo- 
derated his juft Refentment, being now dead, he would lay 
wafte, and intirely deftroy their City; and that they fhould, 
when too late, know by dear Experience the Difference be- 
tween Hoftilicies, when little more than barely defenfive, 
and by which he had hitherto only endeavour’d to reduce 
them to Reafon, anda declar’d War in which he lay under 
an Obligation to chaftize them with the laft Severity.” 
The Six Mexicans immediately departed wich this Meflage, 
bearing the Corps upon their Shoulders ; and at a {mall Di- 
ftance from the Quarters, a Body of the Seditious advanc’d to 
meet them, not without fome Signs of Reverence and Re- 
fpeét, as was obfervd from the Walls. When they difcoverd 
what ic was, they all follow’d the Corps, flinging away their 
Arms, and abandoning their Pofts; and in an Inftant the 
City was fill’d with Outcries and Lamentations ; a fufficient 
Demonftration that that melancholy Objec&, which gave them 
a View of their treafonable Practices, had fome Sort of Im- 
preffion upon their obdurate Hearts. They had already elected 
a new Emperor, as was foon after known ; fo that thofe Expre!- 
fions of Grief could not be thought to proceed from a fincere 
Repentance, neither could thofe Returns of Loyalty, found ill 
in the Ears of the Succeflor, who muft needs look on them 
as due tothe Name, and not to the Perfon of the Soveraign. 
The Outcries and Clamours of the People, who throng’d up and 
down in Swarms, lafted the whole Night ; repeating thro every 
Street the Name of Motezuma, with turbulent Uneafinefs mix'd 
with Sorrow, which tho’ it exprefsd a Sort of relenting Refle- 
tion, yet fill carry’d the fame Face of Sedition as before, 
Some’ fay, that they dragg’d the Body about the Streets, 
and cut and mangled it all to Pieces, without {paring his 
Children and Wives: Others, that they exposd it to the De- 
rifion and Contempt of the Common People, till one of his 
Servants, erecting an humble and irregular Pile of ill-collected 
Wood, in a little frequented, and lefs decent Place, he there 
reduc’d it to Afhes. What has been faid may be believ d of an 
enrag’d Populace, in whofe Inhumanity what feems fartheft 
from Decency and Reafon carries the the greateft Face of Proba- 
bility. But the Truth of the Matter is, thac the Rebels re- 
ceiv'd the Corps with Reverence ; fhewing, both in the adorn- 
ing it, and in the Funeral Pomp, that they were CRAG sh 
Bat is 
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tis difaftrous Death, and look’d upon it as an Accident un- 
defign’d ; or perhaps, by that exterior Shew of Refpeét, they 
thought either to appeafe or to deceive their falfe Deities, 
They convey’d him, the next Morning, with great Solemnity 
and Attendance, to the Mountain of Chapultepeque, where they 
were accuftom’d to perform the Exequies, and to preferve the 
Afhes of their Kings ; and upon this Occafion, the Outcries 
and Lamentations of the Multitude refounded with greater 
Force than was cuftomary, as they themfelves afterwards ac- 
knowledg’d and confirm’d, looking upon thofe Honours they 
had (hewn to the Afhes of their deceas’d Monarch as an Act of 
Atonement, and a fubftantial Expiation of the Crime they had 
committed. 

There have not wanted forme Pens who have done all they 
could to charge Cortex, with this Prince’s Death ; affirming, 
That he orderd him to be kill’d to free himfelf from the 
Trouble he gave him: Nay, One of our Writers fays, That 
it was fo reported, and neither defends nor denies it ; an unpar- 
donable Negleé&t, which without being a convincing Proof of 
his evil Defign, is neverthelefs very like Calumny. Perhaps the 
Mexicans might, fome Years afterwards, affirm it, either to blacken 
the Charaéters of the Spaniards, and to make them hated by 
other People, or to blot out that Brand of Infamy from their 
own Nation : But at that Time it is certain that they neither 
faid it, nor fo much as imagin’d any fuch Thing ; nor ought 
any Writers to give themfelves the Liberty of publifhing fuch ill- 
grounded Incoherencies: For how was it poffible or confiftent 
with Reafon, that fo confiderate and vigilant a Perfon as Hernan 
Cortex, when he had upon his Back the whole Power of the 
Mexican Empire, fhould once think of parting with a Pledge 
in which confifted his greateft Security? Of what Advantage 
could the Death of a Prince, who was a Friend, and fubjected, 
be towards the Conqueft of a Kingdom, whofe Inhabitants 
were all up in Arms, and declar’d Enemies? It is a Misfor- 
tune which generally actends all great Actions, to have them 
varioufly reported, and an eafy Undertaking for the Envious 
ro invent chimerical Circumftances, which notwithftanding they 
are not fufficient intirely to obfcure the Truth, leave it neverthe- 
lefs expos’d to Opinion and Ignorance, by fubmitting the effen- 
tial Part of a Hiftory to the licentious Credulity of the Vulgar. 
Foreigners have given themfelves abundance of Trouble in 
endeavouring to difcredit the Conduct of Cortez in this Expe- 
dition: But the many Proofs he has given of his good Senfe, 
plead boldly in his Juftification, and clear him from Abfurdities 
i which 
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which are fo malicioufly laid to his Charge, if the ‘Noblenefs 
of his Temper and well-known Generofity will not be allow'd 
fufficient to have kept him fromnadting {uch Atrocities. Lee 
therefore. Envy remain cover'd: with its own Confufion ; an 
odious Vice without Pleafure, a racking Torment’ while dif= 
fembled, a deformed Brand when known, the Glory of the In- 
jured and the Infamy. of the Injurers. 

»»Motexuma,.as we have elfewhere obferv’d,: was a Prince of 
rare ‘Talents, and excellent natural: Endowments ; his Prefence 
graceful, agreeable, and majeftick of a guick Apprehenfion: 
and clear Underftanding ; of am acute Penetration ; and, in a 
Word, wanted nothing but Improvement and acquir’d Parts. 
His Valour advanced him to the higheft Dignities inithe Em- 
pire, and gave him the firt Rank among his own People, be- 
fore he obtain’d. the Crown, and afterwatds among Strangers 
gain’d him the Reputation of being the moft deferving Prince 
of, his Time. His Genius) and: Inclination was compleatly 
Martial : He underftood the Arts of War; and whenever 
there was Occafion to take up Arms, the Camp was his Court. 
He gained in Perfon, and by his own Direction Nine Field 
Battles. He conquer'd feveral Provinces, and greatly extended: 
the Limits of his Empire ; quitting the Splendors of the Throne 
for the Applaufes of the Field, elteeming the General’s Staff as 
the fecureft Scepter. ‘ He was naturally munificent and liberal, 
and beftow’d many great Favours without any Manner of Often- 
tation, looking on Gifts as due Debts, and placing Magnificence: 
among the firft Duties of a Momarch. He was a Lover of 
Juftice, and watch’d the Adminiftration of his Minifters with 2 
rigid Severity. He was temperate in his Diet, and moderate 
in his Ufe of Incentives to Senfualicy. But thefe Virtues, as: 
well of a Man, as of a King, were obfcur'd,-or rather quite. 
loft among greater Vices, both of the Man, and of the’ King: 
His ‘Temperance rather made him vicious than continent; for 
in his Time the Tribute of Concubines was introduc’d, Beauty) , 
throughout his whole Realm being a Slave to his deprav'd Ap- 
petite and diforderly Lufts, without fo much as making No- 
velty an Excufe. Then his Juftice degenerated to the contrary 
Extreme, and was often confounded with Cruelty ; for he usd: 
Chaftifement like Revenge; doing that. with Rage, which 
might have been juftifiable had it been done with Reafon. 
His Liberality occafion’d greater Damage. than it did:Good ; 
for he loaded his Kingdoms with Impofitions and intolerable 
Tributes ; and the abominable Fruit of his. Tyranny and Op- 
preflion was confum’d by his Profufions and Extravagance. 
Lit Fie 
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He allow’d no Medimm, nor admitted of any Diftinction, » be- 
cwixt Slavery and Vaflalage ; and placing his Policy im op? 
prefling his Subjects, he was more pleas’d at the abject Slavery 
and Dread in which he held them, than at their patient Refig- 
nation to his Will. Pride :was his capital and’ predominant 
Vice. Whenever Fortune favour'd him he attributed all‘te 
his own Merit, having a better Opinion of himfelf than*he 
had of his Gods, norwithftanding he had been extremely given 
to his own fuperftitious Idolatry. He was honour’d, according 
to them, with frequent Vifits from the Devil, who among 
chofe wretched Heathens appears in Vifions, and converfes with 
{uch of them who are arriv'd toa certain Degree’ in the Path 
of Perdition, He voluntarily fubjected himfelf to” Cortex, conte 
defcending to a Confinement of fo long a Continuance direétly 
contrary to all the Rules of the Haughtinefs and Pride of “his 
natural Difpofition. It might reafonably have been doubted: 
at that Time, what was the real Caufe of {uch a Subjection? 
But the very Effects of it have fince difcoverd, that God took 
the Reins into his own Hand on Purpofe to tame that Mon~ 
fter ; making his unulual Gentlenefs inftrumental to the firft In- 
troduation of the Spaniards, a Beginning from whence after= 
wards refulted the Converfion of thofe Heathen Nations. He 
left feveral Children ; Two of his Sons, who accompany'd him 
in his Confinement, were kill'd by the Mexicans, when Cortex’ 
made his Retreat ; he had Two others, with Three Daughters, 
which Ladies were afterwards converted and marry‘d with Spa- 
niards. But the moft remarkable of them all was Don Pedro de 
Motezuma, who was alfo foon after converted to the Catholick 
Religion, and had that Name given him at his Baptifm. He 
was next Heir to his Father, his Mother being Princefs of the 
Province of Tula, and one of the Queens who refided in the 
Imperial Palace with Royal Dignity ; which Princefs likewife 
followed her Son’s Example, and was baptiz'd by the Name 
of Donna Maria de Niagua Suchil, keeping up in thofe Surnames 
the Nobility of their Anceftors. 

His Majefty beftowd many Favours upon Don Pedro, 
giving him an Eftate and confiderable Rents in New Spam, 
with the Title of Count de Motezuma, whofe legitimate Succeffion 
is ftill preferv'd in the Counts of that Title, which illuftrious: 
Family, by that Name retain'd the heroick Remembrance of 
their princely Original, Motexwma reign'd Seventeen Years. 
He was the Eleventh in the Number of the Emperors, and the. 
Second of the Name of Motexuma. To conclude, he died in 
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his! Blindnefs amnid{t fo many, and° fo efficacious Remedies. 
Such are the ‘Decrees of Divine Providence, which tho’ they 
affeét the Heart, are beyond human Gomprehenfion ! 


The Mexicans return to befiege the Spanith Quar- 
ters. Cortez makes a Sally. Gatns.a Temple 
--tubere the Enemy was lodg'd.. Defeats and puts 
- -thém to Flight. Does confiderable' Damage to the 
City, with a Defignto terrify them in order to 


make Ins Retreat. 

RRS! URING the Three Days that Motexwma lay ill of his 
re Wounds, the Indians attempted nothing of any great 
J Confequence, notwithftanding they had conftantly 
MPS (ome Bodies of Men in Sight, and made fome flight 
Attacks which were eafily repuls'd. Ie might have been thought 
that this Intermiffion proceeded from the Senfe they had of 
their’ Crime, or from the Dread of their Soveraign’s Indig- 
nation, whom they had offended in fo outrageous a Manner ; 
had it not been afterwards known that this faint Profecution of 
the War was only becaufe the Populace were all in Confufion. 
and Diforder,’ without Leaders, the Nobility: being all bufied 
at the Inauguration of a new Emperor, who, as was foon after 
known, was Quitlavaca, King of Iztapalapa, and Second Elector 
| of the Empire. This Prince furviv’d his Coronation bur a 
| few Days ; and upon Account of his Indolence and Want of 
Application the very Memory of his Name is almoft forgot 
| among the Indians of that Country. 

The Mexicans who went out with Motezuma’s Body, and were 
intrufted with the Propofals for an Accommodation, did not 
return with an Anfwer. This Mark of Obftinacy, at the Be- 
| ginning of a new Government, pointed out evil Confequences 
| ‘nthe Sequel. Cortex was defirous of retreating with Reputation, 
| and had already concerted with his Officers and Soldiers that. 
their Departure fhould be very fpeedy, being fully convinc'd, 
that it was abfolutely neceflary to recruit himfelf with frefh 
Gt Forces, 
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Forces, in order to return to Mexico wath more “Hopes, and‘upon 
a better Foundation, the Conqueft of whichhe always dookd 
upon as a Thing which would. certainly be,:and: which hemow 
look d upon as an indifpenfible Obligation in him to profecute, 
fince the Death of Motezuma; out of Refpeét and Confide ‘ation 
to whom -he had kept his:Refolutions - within: more-modérate 
Bounds than he now thought himfelf oblig’d to do. 

It was not long befoté the.‘ Indians explain’d what they had 
been contriving during that Sufpenfion of Hoftilities ; for the 
next Morning after the Day on which, they celebrated.the Fu- 
neta Obfequies' of Motesunia, they tenew'd the “War'tpon a 
better Footing;*‘and: with 4 greater® Number “of People: >‘ B 
Break of .Day~all the /Screets rheteabours:werefill’d; and the 
Towers of a.gtéat.\ Temple garrifon’d, which\ was~ but, little 
diftane, from -the Quarters, and where, they “could command 
Part of the Palace with their Slings‘and Arrows :. That Was a 
Poft which Cortez himfelf would have fortify’d, “had*he been 
Mafter of Forces enough to divide them; but he would not be 
guilty of the Error of thofe who in order to: prevent precarious 
Contingencies;,,.are wanting in what immediately’ concerns 
them. Niveh<.= 

The Afcent to the upper Gallery of this Temple was by a 
Hundred Steps, upon the Pavement, whereof. fome tolerably 
large Towers were erected... In this they had lodg’d about Five 
Hundred Men, -chofen out of the Mexican Nobility and) were 
fo. fully bent upon maintaining it; that they had provided 
themfelves with Arms,, Ammunitions, and. all other Ne- 
ceflaries, for many Days. 

Cortex found himfelf under an unavoidable Obligation to 
diflodge the Enemy from this commanding Eminence, the Ad- 
vantages whereof once known and improv d might produce 
very dangerous Confequences, and requir’d a vigorous Effort 
towards a {peedy Remedy. The better to fucceed in this At- 
tempt, without hazarding his Reputation, he drew the greateft 
Part of his Garrifon without the Wall, dividing them into fuch. 
Squadrons as were neceflary to defend the Avenues; and hinder 
the Enemy from receiving. Reinforcements. The Attack. of 
the Temple he committed to the Conduét of Captain Efcobar, 
with his Company, and about a Hundred more choice Spaniards. 


‘They began the Engagement by poffeffing themfelves of the 


Mouths of all the Streets, and at the fame Time E/cobar made 
his Attack, gaining the lower Porch, and Part of the Stairs, 
without Oppofition ; for the Indians fuffer'd them purpofely to 
advance fo far, chat they might have the Advantage of aflaulting 

, them 
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them nearer, and when they, faw their Opportunity, they lin’d 
the Rails of the Porch with Men, and gave the Charge by let- 
ting fly their Arrows and Darts with fo much Fury, and at the 
fame Time in {uch good Order, that Efcobar was oblig’d to 
make a Stand, and to order the Fire-Arms and Crofs-Bows to 
play againft thofe who appear'd : But it was not poffible for the 
Spaniards to withftand the fecond Charge, which was much 
more furious ; for they had prepar’d huge Stones, and prodigious 
large Beams which they let tumble from the Top, which gain- 
ing Force by the Steepnefs of the Defcent, forc’d them to give 
back a Firft, Second, and Third Time: Some of the Beams 
came down half burn’d, that they might do the greater Da- 
mage. An odd Imitation of our Fire-Arms ; and it is to be 
fuppos'd was thought a notable Contrivance amongft their En- 
gineers. But however, the Spaniards were oblig’d to break their 
Ranks to avoid thofe rude Salutes; and when once they were 
put into Confufion, the Retreat was unavoidable. 

Cortex, who with a Troop of Horfe, was running to all 
Parts where they were engaging, faw this Difadvantage of his 
People; and confulting only the Impulfes of his Valour, he dif- 
mounted ; and having reinforc’d Efcobar with fome Tlafcalans of 
the Body of Referve, and thofe of his own Troop, he caus’d 
a Shield to be faften’d to his wounded Arm, and with Sword 
in Hand advanc’d to the Stairs, with a Refolucion fo determin d, 
that thofe who follow’d him being animated by his generous 
Example, became wholly infenfible of the Danger. He hap- 
pily foon overcame the Impediments which obftructed the 
Aflaule, gain’d the laft Stair at the firft Attack, and prefently 
after the Rails of the upper Gallery, where they came to Handy- 
Blows with Swords and Clubs. 

Thofe Mexicans were all Nobles; and it foon appear’d, by 
the Defence they made, what Difference the Spur of Reputa- 
tion makes among Men. ‘They fuffer'd themfelves to. be cut 
to Pieces rather than furrender their Arms: Some caft them- 
{elves headlong from the Rails, perfuaded that a voluntary 
Death was by far the moft honourable. The Priefts, and thofe 
who attended the Service of the Temple, after calling upon 
the Mexicans to defend their Gods, died valiantly fighting : And 
in a very little Time Cortex intirely gain’d the Poft, with the 
Slaughter of all thofe Mexican Nobles, without loling one Man, 
or having many wounded. 

The Attempt and Refolution of Two valianc, Indians, in the 
very Heat of the Engagement, was very remarkable; and the 
intrepid Boldnefs with which they endeavour'd to execute their 
Kkk Defign, 
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Deéfiga, ought not’ to be-pafs’d over in’ Silente. > They" had 
refolv’d to facrifice their Lives’ for thé Benefit of theit Country! 
believing that they fhould finifh the War by their Deaths; arid 
to chis Purpofe’ they had both agreed ‘to’ precipirate themi{elvés 
from the Rails, on that Sidé where theré were no! Staits?-and 
to catry Cortez along with'them. They ftood together watch? 
ing an Opportunity; and immediately, when’ they faw'him 
near the Precipice, they flung down their Arms) and approach‘d 
him, like Deferters coming to furrendér and being before him, 
they bene their Knees in the Pofture of Suppliants, when all on 
a Suddain they feiz'd him, and us’d their ucmoft Efforts to force 
him to the Precipice; but he, not’ without Difficulty, broke 
loofe, and got clear of them, when at the fame Inftant they 
threw themfelvés headlong to the Ground, and were crufh’dto 
Pieces. Cortez remain’d rather aftonifh’d than moved, yet was 
fenfible of the imminent Danger he’ had been in, by what he 
faw was become of his adventurous Aggreffors ; but ftill ‘he 
was hot much difpleas'd at their Boldnefs, upon’ Account’ of 
the Greatnefs of the Attempt. , , 
Some Circumftances occurr’d in this A€tion at the Temple, 
which made the Reduction therefore much eafier than it would 
otherwife have been. The Indians were ¢onfounded and terrify’d 
to fee chemfelves attack’d by a greatet Number than ordinary, 
and by the Spanifh Captain himfelf, whom they look’d upon as 
invincible. In the Defence of the Stairs they were rather pres 
cipitate and confus’d, than regularly diligent; and the Beams 
which they caft down crofs-ways, and wherein indeed confifted 
the beft Part of their Defence, were obferv’d always to fall 
Point foremoft, and fo pafs’d on thro’ the Affailants, without 
hurting any of them; a Thing which too frequently happen’d 
to be look’d upon as barely cafual: And there are fome who 
relate it as one of thofe Miracles which Divine Providence 
wrought in that Conqueft. All this might neverthelefs be owing 
to their Confufion : But however it was, it is certain that this one 
Circumftance very much facilitated the Succefs of that Attack ; 
and confidering how much is to be attributed to God’s Affift- 
ance throughout the whole Courfe of this War, it will not be 
very much out of the Way, for once, to make the Wonderful 
andthe Miraculous equivocal. Cortez, immediately took Care to 
have convey’d to the Quarters all the Provifions which the In- 
dians had depofited in the Store-Rooms of the Temple, which 
being in very confiderable Quantities, prov’d a welcome and 
neceflary Supply upon that Occafion. He then order’d that 
the Temple, the Towers, and fome Houfes which were con- 
| tiguous, 


tiguous, fhould be, fet, on fire and. deftroy d,, chat. his Artillery 
might command,all thar Eminence,sj The Management, of this 
he committed 'te the Tlafealans, ‘who, inftantly; put it in, Execu- 
tion!s-and, cursing ‘his Ey@s towards the Part,) where, che .xeft of 
his-People wete engag’d,, he) perceiysd that the greateft Force of 
the Enemits wasiin the Street of Tacuba, where the Spaniards 
were, warmly charg'd,, and hard put co, it in defending that im 
portant Avenue; upon which he immediately, mounted, his 
Horfe, and purting the Reins. of his Bridle qver, his wounded 
Arh, he took aance in the other Hand, and haften?d-to,their 
Affiftance, ordering the seft of the Horfe to follow him, toge- 
ther with B/cobar, and thofe under his Command,- The Caval- 
ry pafs'd. on before, breaking thro’ the Multitude, wounding, 
overfetting, and trampling them, under Foot -on, every Side, 
without lofing one Stroke, or ever being forgetful of their own 
Defence. The A@ion.was very bloody: Fer. fuch of the In- 
dians who withdrew on either Side, to,avoid, the Shock of the 
Cavalry, fell in, already half vanquith’d, with,the Infancry, 
who found but little Difficuley in compleating their Defeat. 
But Cortez , fomewhat inconfiderately, advanced ‘before the reft 
of his Troops, fuffering himlelt co be hurry’d away too im- 
petuoufly by the Fire which animated his fearlefs Breaft ; and 
when he began to recolleét.himelf, and to confider his Exror, 
he perceiv'd that he could-not retire, by Reafon that he found 
a numerous Throng of the flying Enemy bearing down upon 
him, owing the prefent Danger his Life was in to the Succels 
ef his own Troops. 

In this perillous Circumftance, he refolw'd to-take another 
Street, hoping he fhould there meet with lefs Oppofition ; and 
in advancing a few Paces, he fell into a confusd Body of. In- 
dians, who were dragging along his intimate Friend Andres de 
Puero, whom they had taken Prifoner by the unhappy Stum- 
bling of his Horfe, and who, to avoid being hack’d to Pieces, 
patiently fuffer’d himfelf to be led away tothe Sacrifice. Cortex 
intrepidly charg’d that diforderly Convoy, and breaking thro’ 
the foremoft, trampled under his Horfe’s Feet all who ftood in 
his Way, infomuch that his Friend had an Opportunity to dilen- 
gace himielf from thofe who held him, and to make Ule of a 
Dagger or Poinard they had, thro Negligence, overlook’d when 
they difarm’d him, with which he made Way by the Deaths 
of feveral of the Enemy, fo as to recover his Lance and Horfe, 
when the Two Friends joining, they pafsd the Street ona 
full Gallop, overfetting whole Droves of their Oppofers, till 
they had got fafe to their Troops. This Action Cortex always 
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celebrated, looking upon it as one of the moft fortunate Ad- 
ventures of his Life, by Reafon that an Opportunity of faving 
his Friend fhould fo luckily fall in his Way at a Jun¢éture when 
he was wholly dubious of his own Safety : Bur Fortune, taking 
the Word in its true, proper, and Catholick Signification, was {fo 
remarkably favourable to him in whatfoever he took in Hand, 
that his very Overfights and Inadvertencies feldom or never 
fail’d of turning to his Advantage. 

The Enemy was now retiring on every Side; but ic was 
not thought by any Means advifable to engage any farther, 
by Reafon it was not poffible to follow the Chace, without lea- 
ving the Quarters expos’d. A Signal therefore was made for 
the Retreat; and notwithftanding they retutn’d very much fa- 
tigud with that tedious Encounter, it was without Lofs, nor 
any other Dammage than that of a few Soldiers wounded 5 
which was a Circumftance which gave a greater Relifh to their 
Repofe, the Thoughts of their cheap and fuccefsful Victory 
quickly making them forget the Fatigues they had undergone 
in the Battle. This Day a confiderable Number of Houfes 
were confum’d with Fire, and fuch a Multitude of the Enemy 
loft their Lives, that it was hop’d that they would have been ter- 
rify'd from attempting any new Infults upon the Quarters. 
Some affirm this Sally to have been made before the Death of 
Motezwma: But it was after, according to the Relation given by 
Cortex himfelf, whom we follow without any farther Examina- 
tion, this not being a Cafe in which the exact Time of its hap- 
pening can be of very great Importance. The Succefs at the 
Attack of that Temple was chiefly owing to the General’s own 
Valour, for by his fingle Refolution and Example he render'd 
fuperable thofe Difficulties which had put all the re{t to a Stand. 
In that Action he Twice forgot of what Importance his Life 
was to the Caufe, expofing his Perfon to the greateft Dangers 
with much more Courage than Confideration; an Excels of 
Martial Vigour, which notwithftanding it was attended with 
Succefs, merits rather to be admir’d than commended. 

The Mexicans made fuch great Account of that Exploit of 
Cortez in ftorming and deftroying the Temple, that they painted 
it after their Manner ; and fome Pieces afterwards came to 
Light, in which the whole Action was fully reprefented ; as 
the attacking the Stairs ; the Encounter in the upper Porch ; 
and laftly their Defeat, and how they abandon’d the Poft to 
their Enemies the Spaniards, together with the burning that Edi- 
fice, the Towers, circumjacent Houfes, ec. without omitting 
the minuteft Circumftance ; thofe Pictures being, as we may 
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fay, their Hiftories and Chronicles, which they held in high 
Veneration, and upon the Authority whereof they laid a very 
great Strels, deeming it a Crime little lels than Sacrilege to de- 
ceive or defraud Pofteriry. But in this Particular it was very 
obfervable, that they were not altogether free from a malicious 
Vanity, and introduc’d fome additional Fidtions of their own, 
with the View of enhancing the Glory of their Nation ; for 
they reprefented many Spaniards lying dead, {ome precipitating 
themfelves, or thrown headlong down from the Eminence, and 
others forely wounded, deftroying, as may be faid, with the 
Pencil thofe whom they were not able to injure with their Wea- 
pons; and endeavouring to palliate their Defeat by expofing 
their Lofs in fuch Colours as might make the Advantage their 
Enemies obtain’d over them appear like a dear-bought Viétory ; 
a Waitt of Exactnels, or rather of Sincerity, from which Writers 
are not always free, amongft whom thié Sort of Concern, this 
Partiality, with which they relate Faéts and Paflages, and wreft 
the intervening Circumftances according to the Inclination 
which biafles their Pens, is become a familiar, and, in a maninet, 
habitual Vice; infomuch that there are few Hiftories to be met 
with whefein, upon Perufal, the Country, Principles, and In- 
clinations of the Author are not to be difcover'd. Plutarch, in 
his Treatife of the Glory of the Athenians, findsno {mall Parity, 
or Affinity, between Hiftory and Painting ; as being both the 
One and the Other, lively Defcriptions and Reprefentations of 
Things and Actions. But this Refemblance, Affinity, or Simi- 
litude between the Pencil and the Pen is never fo obvious and 
juft as when, in Hiftory, the Places where the Faéts wete tranfa- 
&ed are glofs’d with thofe Kinds of artificial Strokes which pafs 
for Ornaments tothe Work, and are, in Reality, no other than 
the Perjpeétives in Painting, and may be properly call’d the 
Diftances of Truth. 
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The Mexicans propyfe Peace ; but with the View of 


diftreffing the Spaniards by Want of Provsftons, 
Their Difingenutty 1 difeover’d. Cortez holds 
a Confultation with his Officers, and it s vefolod to 
leave Mexico that Night. | 


SHY E Day following the Mexicans demanded a Parley, 
Ni to which Cortez confented, not without Hopes of 
Bae coming to fome reafonable Terms of Accommodar 
223 tion, The General went.to hear their Propofals from 


the Wall; and fome of the Nobles drawing near, with few Atr 
tendants, they, on the Part of the new Emperor, propos d, 


That he, and all his People, fhould immediately prepare to 
fet out, and direct their March to the Sea Side where theis 
great Canoes (fo they call’d the Ships) were waiting for them ; 
afluring him, That there fhould be a Ceffation from all Ho- 
{tilities for as much Time as was neceflary for him to make 
himfelf ready for his Departure. Adding, That if he did 
not inftantly determine to come.to that Reiolution, he mighe 
abfolutely depend upon it, that both himfelf and all who 
were with him fhould inevitably perifh ; for that they were 
now convine’d by Experience that the Spaniards were not 
Immortal ; and that, tho’ the Death of every Spaniard fhould 
coft them the lives of Twenty Thoufand Men, there would 
ftill remain a numerous Multitude to fing the conclufive 
Victory.” Cortez reply’d, “ That the Spaniards never pre- 
fum’d to fay or think themfelves to be Immortal, but valu’d 
themfelves upon being Men of more Valour and Refolu- 
tion than other Mortals ; and in particular knew themfelves 
to be fo far fuperior, in every Refpect, to their Nation, that 
without any greater Force than what he then had with him, 
he had Courage and Determination enough to undertake the 
total Deftruction, not only of their City, bur of the whole 
Empire: But that being mov’d at the Calamities they had al- 
ready fuffer’d thro’ their own Obftinacy, he was determin d 
to depart, fince the Subject of his Embafly, and by Confe- 
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“€ quence, all the Bufinefs he had there was at an End by the 
Death of the Great Motezuma, whofe Bounties and ‘Friend: 
“ fhip had detain’d him at Mexico; and that: he would pat that 
“ his Defign in Execution, without the leaft' Delay,’ a3 foo as 
fome Articles, which were neceffary for the Difpofition sof 
*¢ his March, fhould be mutually agreed upon.’ The Deputies 
gave Signs of being well fatisfy’d) and made as if they thought 
that Difpatch fufficient, and in Reality they defir’d ‘no better 
Anf{wer: But there lay hid a Snake in the Grafs. thofe Overs 
tures of Peace they had been making being attended with per. 
fidious Views. | du oda aol x 
The new Emperor had call’d a Council of his Minifters 
and Grandees to debate upon Matters relating to the prefent 
War ; and after feveral Conferences, it was tefolv’d, That, to 
avoid the great Damage they receiv'd from the Spanifh Arras, 
the lamentable Slaughter of their People, and the Ruin of their 
City, the beft Method would be to keep them ‘clofe® block d 
up, in order to diftrefs them by Famine ; not thar they fappos’d 
the Spaniards would furrender themfelves, but in order to weaken 
them, that when they were difpirited and wanted Strength, they 
might attack them with more Advantage ; having invented 
this new Way of reducing an Enemy, till thea Novelty, and 
utterly unknown amongit their Scratagems of ‘War. | 
Their Defign, in fetting on Foot thofe Overtures of Péace, 
was only in order to obtain the Sufpenfion of Arms: they de- 
fir'd; flattering themfelves, that they might be able co proctact 
the Treaty with various Propofals, till the {mall Referve of Pro- 
vifions they had laid up in the Quarters was confum’d;’ ¢o 
which Purpofe Orders were given that all poffible Care fhould 
be taken to hinder them from Relief, blocking up, at /a Di- 
ftance, with Works and Bodies of Men, all the Ways by which 
the Befieged might attempt to. make their Efcape ; caufing like= 
wife the Paflage to the Caufey, which led towards the Road to 
Vera Cruz, thinking it no longer any ways convenient to fuffer 
them to depart the City, left, ar this Jun@ture, when the Pic- 
vinces were little fatisfy’d with the prefent Governmientt, they 
might foment the Malecontents to a Rebellion, or reinforce’ 
themfelves by an Army of Tlafcalans, 

Some of the Affembly call’d to Mind feveral Perfons of great 
Diftin@ion who were Prifoners in the Spanifh Quarters, rehect- 
ing upon what they muft fuffer, fince, of Neceflity they would 
perifh with Hunger before that Calamity could affee& rhe Ene- 
my : But they were all fo’ zealous for the publick Cawfé! thac, 
after {ome Debates, they unanimoufly voted, that san Prit 
foners 
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foners would be eternally happy, and did no more than dife 
charge their Duty, if they facrific’d their Lives for the Benefit 
of their Country; and it is not unlikely that they far’d the 
worfe upon Account of Motezuma’s Three Sons who were with 
them, and whofe Deaths would be no ways unwelcome to 
that Afflembly ; the eldeft being a hopeful young Prince, capa- 
ble of wearing the Crown, highly efteem’d by the People, and 
the only Perfon of whom the new Emperor had Reafon to be 
jealous: A pitiful Weaknefs in fuch corrupt and inconfiderate 
Minifters, who, while they make believe thar they are labour- 
ing for the Publick Good, are, under that Cloak, gratifying 
their own private Paflions ! 

But what moft of all concern’d them in general, was the Fate 
of the Chief of their idolatrous Sacerdotes, who was likewile in 
the {fame Prifon with thofe above-mention d ; for he was univer- 
fally reverenc’d as the Second Perfon in the Empire, and they 
held it as Sacrilege, and an unpardonable Offence againft their 
falfe Deities to fuffer him to perifh. To procure his Liberty 
they made ule of a very notable Piece of Policy. The fame 
Deputies return’d again that Evening to demand another Con- 
ference, and proposd on the Part of their Soveraign, “ That 
“ in order to prevent any Difputes which might retard the 
“ Treaty, it would not be improper for them to fend fome: 
“ one of their Mexican Prifoners to the Emperor with fufh- 
“ cient’ Inftruétions to give an Account of what was to be ca- 
“ pitulated.? This Propofal, which carry’d with it no ill 
Sound, nor was it attended with any great Difficulty, was readily 
enough agreed to; and the Deputies no fooner found it admitted, 
but they artfully let drop, as by Way of friendly Advice, that 
none would be properer to be entrufted with that Negociation 
than a certain ancient Prieft whom they held confin’d, becaufe 
he was an intelligent Perfon, able to explain all Points, and to 
remove all Difficulties which might be ftarted, which {pecious 
and well-manag’d Pretext fuffie’d for the obtaining what they 
defir’d: Not that Cortez was ignorant of the artificial Carelefs- 
nefs of the Propofal; but in Competition with the great Im- 

ortance it was to the Common Caufe to found the Minds of 
thofe People, he efteem’d it as a fmall Matter to part witha 
Prifoner who was both troublefome and deteftable. 

Soon after the Prieft was difmilsd, fully inftructed by the 
General in fome Demands eafy to be granted, as concerning 
Meafures for the Commodiou{nefs of their March, intending 
afterwards (in Cafe he return’d) to employ him. farther as to 
what was to be agreed upon in Relation to the laying down 

their 
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their Arms, the, reciprocal Hoftages, and feveral other Matters 
of greater Confequence : But it was to no Manner of Purpofe 
for them to wait.for his Return, for they were very foon 
undeceivd, The. Centinels difcover'd that the Enemy had 
befieg’d, or rather block’d up the Quarters at a much greater Di- 
ftance than they were wont; that they appeard more wary 
and circum{pect than ordinary, diligently cafting up Trenches 
and other Works to, defend the Paflage of the Canals ; and that 
they had detach’d fome Bedies of Men to the Lake who were 
breaking down’.the Bridges of the principal Cauley, and cut- 
ting off, all Communication with the Road which leads to 
Tlafcala ; a Proceeding which fully difcover’d the Artifice of 
their Defigns. 

This Intelligence Cortex receiv'd with fome Concern; but 
inur’dto overcome greater Difficulties, he re-aflum d his natural 
Calmnefs ; and upon his firft Reflection, which always pointed 
directly ar the Remedy, he order’d a Bridge of Beams and 
Planks to be made, wherewith to cover the Opening of the 
Caufey, capable of bearing the Weight of the Artillery, and 
fo contriv’d that it might, without much Difficulty, be carry’d 
by Forty Men. And without lofing more ‘Time than: what 
was neceflary for the compleating of this Work, he affembled 
his Captains to confult with them and to take their Opinion 
concerning the Retreat, whether it fhould be made by Day or 
by Night. In the propofing of this Point he carryd himfelf 
with an intire Indifferency, either becaufe he had not yet come 
to any Refolucion, or becaufe he did not care to, charge himfelf 
with the Uncertainty of the Succefs. ‘Their Opinions were. 
divided, fome being for retreating by Night, others by Day, 
and both Parties had their Reafons pro es contra. 

Thofe who were of the firft of thefe Opinions faid, “‘ That 
“ Valour and Prudence not being inconfiftent, with each other, 
“ they ought to chufe the Way which was moft fecure: “That 
“ the Mexicans, whether out of Cuftom, or Superftition, were 
“ always wont to lay afide their Arms on the Night's Ap- 
“ proach; and: it was to be fuppos’d that they would be 
“ now lefs vigilance than ordinary upon Account of the Nego- 
“ ciation for Peace, which they imagin’d was carrying on and 
“ accepted on our Side: And if their Intention was to difturb 
“ them in their March, as the Preparations they were making 


© feem’d to promife, it was to be confider’d how much they 


“ ought to dread an Engagement in the very Paflage of the 
“¢ Lake where they could neither draw up their Ranks, nor 
* make Ufe of the Cavalry, their Flanks all the while exposd 
Mmm to 
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& 66 the Enemies Boats, oblig’d to force their Way in the 
“ Front, and defend themfelves in the Rear.” The others, 
on the contrary, maintain’d, “That ic was by no Means 
“ practicable to begin a March by Night, with Baggage and 
« “Artillery, by an uncertain Road, railed upon the Waters, 
‘© when the Seafon itfelf, cloudy and rainy as it then was, fufh- 
“ ciently foretold the Succefs they might expect from fo ill- 
“ contriv’d a Refolution. That the Attempt of moving an 
“ Army, with all its Impediments, and with the Trouble of 
“ laying Bridges to make the Paffage free, was not an Under- 
« taking to be effeéted without’ fome Detention and much 
“ Noife; neither in War were the merry Stories ofan Enemy's 
“© Negligence to be depended upon, it being what one may 
“ indeed fometimes reap an Advantage from, but ought never 
“ to be taken for granted, That the imaginary Cuftom of 
“ the Mexicans never being in Arms by Night, which they 
“ Jook’d upon as infallible, notwithftanding they had {een the 
“ contrary in their fetting Fire to the Quarters, and pofleffing 
‘© themfelves of the Temple, was not fufficient Authority to 
“ induce them to believe that they had wholly abandon’d the 
“ only Opportunity they ought to fecure ; adding, That they 
“ fhould always hold it far lefs inconvenient to march out at 
“4 Time when they might fee the Dangers they had to en- 
“ counter, than to make a Retreat with the Appearances of a 
“ Flight, and by fo doing to come with little Credit and lefs 
‘© Honour, to feek the Proreétion of their Confederates, who 
“ perhaps might defpife their Friendfhip, when they had once 
<¢ Joft the Opinion they had conceiv’d of their Valour; or at 
“ Jeaft it would be but very indifferent Policy to ftand in Need 
“ of Friends, and to apply to them with a baffled and for- 
“ feited Reputation. ” 

However the Propofal of making the Retreat by Night had 
moft Vores, and Cortez gave Way to the Majority; probably 
fuffering himfelf to be prevail’d with for fome referv’d and pri- 
vate Reafon. They all agreed to haften the March without 
farther Delay, and in Conclufion, refolv'd that it fhould be put 
in Execution that very Night, in order to avoid giving the 
Enemy Time to contrive new Meafures for obftructing the 
Road of the Cauley with any Works, or Trenches, fuch as 
they us’d in the Paflage of their Canals, The building of the 
beforeemention’d portable Bridge went on vigoroully; and 
notwithftanding it may be believ’d that Cortex intended to have 
made Two others, there being Three Canals open’d in the Cau- 
fey, they had not fufficient Time for the Work, nor was it 

3 thought 
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thought abfolutely neceflary, as fuppofing, that they could re- 


move the Bridge from one Canal to another when the Army 
had pafs'd the firft : Suppofitions, in which Men are ordinarily 
too late made fenfible of the Difference there is between Spe- 
culation and Praétice. 

It is not to be deny’d but that General Cortez , in the Con- 
troverfy there was among his Officers upon this Occafion; 
deported himfelf with a more indifferent Neutrality, and 
much lefs Activity than he was accuftom’d to do. Ir was 
certain that he came to the Council fomewhat inclin’d to 
the fame Opinion which had been refolv’d upon, having 
given Ear to the vain Prediction of a Sort of an Aftrologer, 
who, as he was going in, advisd him in myfterious Terms 
to march away that very Night, for that he fhould lofe the 
greateft Part of his Army if he fuffer’d a certain favourable 
Conftellation to pafs, which was very near terminating in 
another Afpect, Unfortunate. This Diviner was a Spaniard, 
a private Centinel, and call’d Botello, chiefly known in the 
Army by the Name of the Necromancer, to which Appel- 
lation he anfwer'd without the leaft Concern; efteeming that 
Epithet as an allowing of his Abilities. As to the reft, he was 
an ignorant Fellow without Learning or Principles, who migh- 
tily valued himfelf upon penetrating into future Events; but 
he was neither fo foolifhly ignorant as they who really make a 
Study of thofe Diabolical Arts, and attain to a Perfection in 
them, nor fo innocent and blamelefs as not to make Ule of 
fome Characters, Numbers, Words or Charms, fuch as contain 
within themfelves, an abominable Affinity and Stipulation with 
the Devil, the Inventor. Cortez generally laugh’d at his Progno- 
fticks, difpifing the Man for the Sake of his Profeffion ; and 
even then heard him wich the like Contempt ; but he committed 
a Fault in liftening to him atall, a Fault which was little lefs 
than if he had even confulted him; and when he fhould have 
had Recourfe to his own Prudence, in order to have chofen the 
propereft and moft wholefome Method of proceeding, he was 
influencd by thofe very Prognoftications which he had fo 
much defpisd. A pernicious Sort of People, and dangerous Ob- 
fervations which confiderate Perfons ought always to avoid and 
abhor, and more particularly thofe who command ; for ar the 
fame Time that they are fenfible of the Vanity thereof, they 
fuffer their Minds to be prepoflefs’d with fomething which 
inclines them either to Fear or Security , and when the Oc- 
cafion comes for refolving the Impreffton which thofe oe 
res 
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fies have made upon the Imagination, they revole again{t 
the Underftanding, and always in fome Degree prejudice 
Reafon. lib eléa 
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The Spaniards march out privately. At the En- 
trance of the Caufey are difcover’d by the indians, 
who attack them with their whole Power both by 
Land and Water; They get clear at laft with 
great Difficulty, aud confiderable Lofs, and reach 
the Town of Yacuba. | 


NE HE very fame Evening the General difpatch’d ano- 
62% ther Mexican as his Embaffador to the City, with Pre- 
Ese tence of continuing the Treaty begun by the before- 
“23 mention’d Prieft: This Feint was a Thing which was 
thought neceflary to amufe the Enemy: The Inftructions that 
Meflenger carry’d, were to aflure them of the Sincerity of their 
Intentions in that Negociation, and that all Things fhould be 
got ready for their Departure within Eight Days Time at 
fartheft. Cortez in the mean while was diligently difpofing 
Matters for them to begin their March, the Shortnels of the 
prefix Time making every Moment precious. . 
He diftributed his Orders, and gave his Captains the ne- 
ceflary Inftruétions againft all Accrdents which might happen 
upon the March with all imaginable Precaution. He form’d 
his Van-guard of Two Hundred Spanifh Soldiers, with the 
choiceft of the Tlafcalans, and about Twenty Horfe, under the 
Condué of the Captains Gonzalo de Sandoval, Francifco de Aze- 
bedo, Diego de Ordaz, Francifco de Lugo, and Andres de Tapia. fe 
gave the Command of the Rear Guard, with a greater Num- 
ber both of Horfe and Foot, to Pedro de Alvarado, Juan Velaf- 
quez de Leon, and other Captains of thofe who came with 
Narvaez. In the main Body, or Center, he plac’d the Pri- 
foners, Artillery, and Baggage with the reft of his Army , re- 
ferving with himfelf, to be employed as Neceflity fhould re- 
quire, One Hundred choice Men, with the Captains Alvaro 
Davila, Chriftoyal de Olid, and Bernardin Vafquez de ‘Tapia. “Things 


thus 
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being thus difpos’d, he made a fhort Speech to his Soldiers, 
laying before them the Difficulties and Dangers of the Under- 
taking: Upon which he inlarg’d a little the more, becaufe it 
was a current Opinion among them, thac the Mexicans nevet 
engag’d by Night, and it was neceflary to infpite them with 
Diftruft, left they fhould fall into an over-great Security, a 
dangerons flattering Enemy in all Military Actions, inclining 
the Mind to a certain Carelefsnefs, which feldom fails of produ- 
cing fatal Confequences; whereas a prudent Fear is always 
wont to prevent a fhameful one. 

He next caus‘d all the Gold and Silver, Jewels and precious 
Stones, which were in the Cuftody of Chriftoval de Guzman, 
Groom of his Chamber, to be brought into his Apartment ; 
and out of it he feparated the Fifth belonging to the King, in 
thofe Things which were moft valuable, and leaft bulky, of 
which he made a formal Delivery to thofe Officers who had 
Care of the Accounts and Provifions of the Army; giving a 
Mare of his own, and fomeé wounded Horfes for the Carriagé 
thereof, in order to fpare the Indians who might be, in other Re- 
fpects, ferviceable upon that Occafion, The Remainder, ac- 
cording to what Computation could be made, amounted to 
the Value of upwards of Seven Hundred Thoufand Pieces of 
Fight, all which Wealth he left with little or no Reluétancy, 
protefting publickly, ‘ That it was no Time to be embarafs'd ; 
© and that it would be a Shame to employ thofe Hands fo un- 
“ wogthily which ought to be left free for the Defence of Life, 
“ and Reputation.” But finding the Soldiers not fo well con- 
rented with this inexcufable Lofs, he addéd, as he was going 
away ; “ Thatthey ought not to look upon their Retreat from 
“ thence as an intire abandoning of that acquir'd Treafure, 
“and their main Defign, but as a neceflary and indifpenfable 
“ Difpoficion in order to return to that Enterprize with a 
“ oreater Force, after the fame Manneras a Man draws back his 
<¢ Arm in order to give the greater Blow.” © And wichal gave 
them to underftand, that he fhould not think it a mighty Crime 
in them to take away as much of that Wealth as they conve- 
niently could; which was the véry fame Thing in Effect, as 
to leave Moderation to the Difcretion of Avarice : Neverthe- 
lefs the greareft Part of them, notwithftanding they faw this 
abandon’d Treafure in their Power, took Care co go light and 
ready for whatever might offer, tho’ indeed there were 
fome, and particularly thofe who came with Narvaez , who 
gave themfelves up to Pillage, without the leaft Confideration, 
finding Fault with the Natrownefs of their Knap-Sacks, and 
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the {mall Depth of their Pockets, loading their Shoulders be- 
yond what they were well able to bear; a Liberty in which, 
to Appearance, all the Military Care and Circumf{pection of 
Cortex, were afleep: For he could not poffibly be ignorant, that 
Gold to a Soldier is not only an outward Embarrafment when 
there is Occafion to engage, but likewife an Impediment, which 
never fails of difturbing the Mind: {ct being much eafier for 
thofe who have not a very great Regard fortheir Duty, to part 
with their Honour than with their Prize. 

We have no other Excufe to make for him, but that 
he was perfuaded that he fhould be able to execute his 
March without meeting with any Oppofition; and if this 
Security, which does not feem to have been his natural Difpo- 
fition, had any Relation to the Prediétion of the Aftrologer, 
after firft acknowledging the Errorhe was guilty of in hearken- 
ing to him, this muft not be look’d upon asa Second Error, 
but as an Inconvenience attending the Firft. 

It was little lefs than Midnight when they march’d out of 
their Quarters, without the Centinels or advanc’d Guards find- 
ing any Thing to give them the leaft Sufpicion > And notwith- 
ftanding both the Wetnefs of the Weather, and the Darknefs of 
the Night favour’d their Intention of marching cautioufly, and 
free them from any Jealoufy of the Enemy’s continuing Abroad 
-intheir Works, they fo punctually obferv’d Silence and Circum- 
fpection, that Fear itfelf could not have wrought what Obedience 
and Difcipline did in thofe Soldiers, The portable Bridge 
went along with the Vanguard, and thofe who had the Charge 
of it, lay’d it over the firft Canal ; but. the Weight of the Horfe 
andthe Artillery made it ftick fo faft in the Stones which fup- 
ported it, that they were by no Means able to remove it to the 
other Canals, as they had defign’d; nor had they indeed an 
Opportunity to doit; for before the Army had all. pafsd the 
firft Breach of the Caufey, they were oblig’d to take to their 
Arms with the greateft Precipitation, being aflaulted on every 
Side when they leaft of all fufpected any fuch Matter. The Sub- 
tilry with which thofe Barbarians difpos'd their Enterprize was 
very worthy of Admiration. They obferv'd with a vigilance 
Diffimulation the Motions of their Enemies. They affembled 
and diftributed without Noife the unmanageable Multitude of 
their Troops. ‘They took Advantage of the Silence and Dark- 
nefs of the Night to compafs their Intention of drawing ‘near 
without being difcover'd. They cover’d the whole Length of 
the Lake on each Side of the Caufey with arm’d. Canoas ; be= 
ginning the Attack with fo little Confufion and fuck’ good 
Order, 
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Order, that the Spaniards heard their Shouts, and the warlike 
Sound of their Shells, almoft at the fame Time that they fele 
the Sharpnefs of their Arrows. Ort 
Cortez and his whole Army had undoubtedly been deftroy’d, 
if the Indians had obferv’d the fame good Order in the Heat of the 
Engagement as they did inthe Beginning of the Attack : But to 
them Moderation andDifcipline were fucha Conftraint, that when 
once they began to be enrag’d, Obedience ceas’d, and Cuftom 
prevail’d, charging in Heaps upon that Part where they perceiv'd 
the Bulk of the Army ; prefling upon each other after fuch a 
Manner, that their Canoas were broke to Pieces by ftriking upon 
the Caufey ; and the rude Shocks of thofe who were turioufly 
endeavouring to advance, prov’d, as we may exprefs it, a Second 
Rock upon which they fplit. The Spaniards made terrible De- 
ftruction among that naked and diforderly Multitude, but they 
had not Strength fufficient to hold out fuch inceffant Ufage 
of their Swords and Spears : Nor was it long before they found 
themfelves likewife attack’d in Front, and were oblig’d co rurn 
their Facestowards that Part where the Danger grew moft pre(- 
fing ; for the Indians who were at a Diftance, or who could not 
bear the Tedioufnefs of their Oars, Hung themfelves into the 
Water, and with their accuftomary Fury and Confufion, climb’d 
up and got upon the Caufey in fuch Numbers, that they 
throng’d one another fo that they were not able to make Ufe 
of their Arms, which new Piece of Temerity had, upon this 
Occafion, the Circumftances of a Relief; for they were eafily 
routed, and all of them in a Manner being kill’d, their Bodies 
were fuffcient to fill up the Canal, with no other Trouble than 
the flinging them in, where they ferv'd co fupply the Want of a 
Bridge for the Army to pafs over. After this Manner fome ofour 
Writers relate it; tho’ others fay, That they luckily founda Beam 
of fufficiént Breadth, which the Enemy had left whole in the 
Second Bridge, on which the Soldiers pals’d over in Files, guiding 
the Horfes thro’ the Water by the Bridles. After what Man- 
ner foever it happen’d, for it is not eafy to reconcile thefe dif- 
ferent Accounts, nor indeed do all of them deferve Reflection, 
they overcame the Difficulty of this Pafs by their indefatigable 
Induftry and Perfeverance, and the Vanguard profecuted 
their March without being much retarded by the laft Canal ; 
for the Water being fhallower by the Neighbourhood ef the 
Shore, they could eafily wade thro” the Remainder of the Lake ; 
efteeming it as a particular Piece of good Fortune, that the Ene- 
my, out of {uch Multitudes of People as they had to pare, 
had not fent any Troops tothe other Side; for that would have 
“apd occafion’d 
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occafion’d a new, and far more dangerous Difpute for thofe 
who were making to the Shore wounded, and half fpent 
with the Water above their Middle : But this came not within 
the Compafs of their Confideration, neither, probably, did 
they difcover the Army's March till it was coo late; or what 
may be moft likely, their Confufion and Diforder was fo 
oreat, that they did not immediately refolve upon oppofing the 
Retreat. | 
Cortez pafs’d with the firft Body of his People, and ordering 
Juan de Xaramillo to take Care to form them as faft as they ar- 
riv’d, he recurn’d without Delay to the Caufey, with the Cap- 
tains Gonzalo de Sandoval, Chriftoval de Olid, Alonfo Davila, Fran- 
cifco de Morla, and Gonzalo Dominguez, He enterd into the En- 
gagement, animating thofe who fought, as well by his Prefence 
as by his Example : He reinfore’d his ‘Troops with as many 
Soldiers as he thought neceflary to ftop the Enemy, by lining 
Two Avenues of the Cauley, and order’d the reft to file off 
from the Center, caufing the Artillery to be thrown into the 
Water to free the Paflage, and facilirate the March. His Valour 
did very much in this Difpute ; but what his Mind fuffer'd 
was much more, when in the Midft of this frightful Obfcurity 
he heard the Voices of Spaniards calling upon God in the laft 
Moments of their Life, whofe Lamentations confufedly mixd 
with the Shouts and Threats of the Indians, caus’d another ter- 
rible Confli@ in his Breaft between the Impulfes of Anger and 
the Motions of Pity and Compaffion. adit 
Thefe melancholy Sounds came from the Part which was 
next the City, where it was wholly impracticable to think of 
giving them any Relief, by Reafon the Enemies, who were 
rowing up and down upon the Lake, had taken Care to deftroy 
the Bridge which Cortex had caus’d to be laid acrofs the Canal 
before the Rear-Guard had all pafs'd, and there ic was the Spa- 
niards fuffer’d moft; for the chief Body of the Mexicans closd 
with them, obliging them to retreat to the Caufey, cutting in 
Pieces all the hindermoft and leaft circumf{pect, who, for the 
moft Part, were of the Number of thofe who were wanting in 
their Duty, and had evaded entering into the Fight for the fake 
of the Gold which they had brought from the Quarters. Thefe 
died ignominioufly, hugging and embracing the miferable Load 
which made them Cowards in the Engagement, and tardy in 
their Flight, not only lofing their own worthlels Lives, but ble- 
mifhing the Character of their Nation, and bringing an unjult 
Reflection upon the whole Expedition, for they pafs’d in the 
Account of the Dead, as Men who had fold their Lives at a 
| dearer 


ete rr Sn eo Ae 
<> ae pee 


Book IV. of Mexico, or New SPALN: 237 


dearer Rate, whereas in Equity and Reafon Cowards ought not 
to be counted in the Number of the Conquer d. | 

Cortex at laft retir’d with all he could pick up of the Rear- 
Guard, and as he was penetrating thro’ the Second Space of the 
Cauley, with little or no Oppofition, he was join'd by Pedro de 
Alvarado, who ow’d his Life to little lefs than a down-right 
Miracle of A@tivity and Refolution: For having found himielt 
clofely, befet on every Side, his Horfe kill’d under him, and one 
of the Canals ftill before him in his Way, he fixd his Lance, 
or Spear, in the Bottom of the Lake, and forcibly raifing ‘his 
Body by a notable Spring of his Feet, poizing and fupporting 
his Weight in the Air by the Strength of his Arms, with a de- 
fperate Leap caft himfelf on the other Side: A furprizingly 
bold Aétion, and which has fince been look’d upon as fome- 
thing furpafling Nature ; and Alvarado himfelf, when he afcer- 
wards refleéted upon the enormous Diftance, and the Succels 
he had. met with in the Attempt, eafily became fenfible of the. 
Difproportion there was between the Fact itfelf and the Feafibi- 
lity of performing it. Bernal Diaz del Caftillo, in his Hiftory, feems 
to doubt of the Truth of this unaccountable Leap, making no 
Scruple of treating it as a mere Fiction, and indeed actually 
contradiats the whole, tho’ he does not exprefs himfelf after a 
very regular Manner; for at firft he flightly paffes over this Cir- 
cumftance, and anon returns to it again, with the Diffidence of 
one who is afraid of being in the wrong, and ac the fame Time 
repents his having given into the Belief of it with too much 
Facility. But in our Opinion it is {carce reafonable, or even 
probable, that, upon this Occafion, Alvarado fhould feign fuch 
a ftrange Sort of a Story, and father upon himfelf an Action 
which, if ever fo much taken for granted, would at the beft only 
give an Opinion of his Agility, but could add no Manner of 
Reputation to his Valour. As for our Parts, we relate no more 
than what has been credited and affirm’d by Writers, and au- 
thoriz’d by Tradition, that Place being ftill known under the 
Denomination of El Salto de Alvarado, or Alvarado's Leap ; not 
do we find any mighty great Difficulty in believing that, upon 
this Occafion, as in feveral others, it might poffibly be true tho’ 
{omewhat improbable: And confidering the Extremity to which 
Pedro de Alvaradothen found himfelf reduc’d, it appears lefs won- 
derful, as being not fo much an Action abfolutely beyond the 
Power of a Manto perform, as an extraordinary Effort of a 
Perfon driven to the laft Neceflity. | 
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C HAP XIX 


Cortez marches the Road towards Tlafcala. 
Some Troops from the ctrcumyacent Towns follow 
the Army at a Diftance, til being yoiwd by the 
Mexicans, who Itkewife purfue him, they attack 
his Rear, and oblige him to take Refuge in a 
Temple. 


HE Army gain’d the firm Land with the firft Ap- 
KS WAN pearance of the Day, and halted near Tacuba, not with= 
85) Bae out fome Jealouly of that Town, which was very po- 
nens=* pulous, and a Friend to the Mexicans ; but they took 
Care not immediately to quit the Neighbourhood of the Lake, 
that they might give Time to thofe who could efcape from 
the Batcle to fave themfelves: Nor was that Proceding unne- 
ceflary ; for feveral Spaniards and Tlafcalans found the’ Advan- 
tage of that Stop, who by their Valour and good Management 
got off by {wimming to the Shore, where they hid themfelves 
in the Fields of Maix thereabouts till the Morning. 

Thefe gave the General an Account that the laft Divifion of 
the Rear-Guard was intirely ‘cut off, and Cortez having drawn 
up his Troops, found that he had loft about Two Hundred 
Spaniards, more than One Thoufand Tlafcalans, Forty Six Horfes, 
and all the Mexican Prifoners, which laft, without being able 
to make themfelves known in the Confufion of the Night, 
were treated as Enemies by thofe of their own Nation. The 
Spaniards were fatigu’d and difcourag’d, their Numbers dimi- 
nifh’d, and che Arcillery all loft, expecting every Moment to be 
attack’d, and the Place of their Retreat far off ; and among fo 
many Motives of Concern, their Misfortune receiv'd a greater 
Addition by the Lofs of fome principal Captains, in which 
Number thofe of the greateft Note were, Amadorde Larex, Fran- 
cifco de Morla, aind Francifco de Sidleedo, who loft their Lives, dif- 
charging their Duties with ‘extraordinary Valour. Juan Velafquez 
de Leon, who retreated in the very daft of the Rear-Guard, like- 
wife loft his Life opprefsd by Multitudes, fhewing an invin- 
cible Courage even to his lateft'Gafp : A Lofs which was gene- 
rally lamented ; for all Men refpeéted him, as the Second fe? 
on 
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fon in the Army. He was an Officer of very great Ufe, as 
well for his Advice as for his Readine(s to execute. His Tem- 
per was fomewhat referv’d, but fteady in all his Actions ; grave 
without being difagreeable, formal, or precifely tedious ; on all 
Occalions a {tri Lover of Truth, and had a Mind fo noble and 
generous, that he followed Cortez and forfook his Kinfman Diego 
Velafquex, merely becaufe he look’d upon the Proceedings of 
the one too rafh and unreafonable, and found thofe of the other 
to be juft and honourable. He died with the Charaéer of a 
Perfon very neceffary in this Conqueft, much mifs’‘d, often re- 
member’d, and univerfally regretted. 

Cortex fat down upon a Stone to reft himfelf a little, while 
his Captains were putting the Troops in Order, and difpofing 
them to profecute their March. He found himfelf {o opprefs’d 
with inward Concern, that he never more than now ftood in 
Need of all his Magnanimity and Refolution to temper his 
Grief, and {uit it to the prefent Pofture of Affairs. He fum- 
mon’d up, and endeavour’d to fupport himfelf with his innate 
Conftancy, begging a Truce of his melancholy Reflections: But 
at the fame Time that he gave his Orders, animated his People, 
and exerted himfelf with his wonted Alacrity and peculiar Vi- 
vacity, his Eyes let fall Tears, which he was no more able to 
retain than he was able to conceal them from thofe who were 
about him ; a manly Weaknefs, which, as it feelingly exprefs'd 
a tender Concern for the common Caufe, could not be {aid to 
caft any manner of Blemifh upon his Chara@ter. It mutt 
certainly have been an Object well worth feeing, to behold that 
renowned Leader fo fenfibly touch’d, without the leaft Abate- 
ment or Slackening of his undaunted Refolution, and his 
Countenance all bath’d in Tears without lofing any Part of the 
Air of a Conqueror. 

He inquir’d for the Aftrologer, whether in order to repri- 
mand him for the Part he had in haftening the March, or to 
divert his Melancholy by rallying him upon his Science ; but he 
was told that he was kill’d in the firft Aflault of the Caufey, it 
happening to thac Wretch after the fame Manner as we ordina- 
rily fee verify’d in thofe of his Profeffion: We {peak not of 
thofe who really underftand the Foundation of that Art, ma- 
king Ufe of the fame by the Rules of Reafon ; but of thofe who 
take upon them to judge and foretel what is to come: A Sett 
of Men, who, for the Generality live wretchedly and die mi- 
ferably ; ever follicitous about other People’s Happinefs, and 


"always unhappy themfelves ; infomuch, that one of the Cla 


fick Authors takes upon him to fay, That the very Inclination 
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to a vain Obfervation of the Stars, 4 fuficient Argument to induce 
oue to believe that the Perfon who has that Curiofity was born. under .an 
evil Planet. 

But in the Midft of thefe Misfortunes, it was no {mall Con- 
{olation to Hernan Cortez and the whole Army, that Doma Ma- 
yina and Geronimo de Aguilar had found Means to efcape from 
the Battle, in the terrible Confufion of that Night, they being 
the principal Inftruments of that Conquelt, and no lefs necef-_ 
fary at thac Time than they had been before ; for without them, : 
it was alcogether impoflible co ftir up and engage the Minds of 
the Nations they were going to feek: Nor was it lefs happy, 
that the Mexicans gave over following the Chace; for they gave 
Time to the Spaniards to breathe after their Fatigue, and the 
Horfe had Leifure to march with the difabled Men behind 
them ; and the Army likewife after-a lefs hafty Manner, ‘This 
Stop of theirs proceeded from_an unthought-of Accident, which 
may be attributed to the Providence of God. The Sons of 
Motezuma, who had attended their Father during his Continu- 
ance.in the Quarters, together with all the Mexican Prifoners 
who were left under Convoy along with the Baggage, were un- 
fortunately kill’d by the Enemy ; and in the Morning when 
che Indians, allur’d by the Spoils of the Dead, beheld, pierced 
thro’ with their own Arrows, the Bodies of thofe unhappy. 
Princes, whom they reverenc'd with that fame Kind of Ado- 
ration they once did their deceafed Father; when they beheld, 
I fay, that mortifying Object, they ftood amaz'd,. ftupify’d, 
and confounded, without daring to pronounce the Caufe of 
their Aftonifhment. Thofe who Grit faw it drew back that 
others might approach, and all in general were abfolutely mute, 
exprefling their Surprize by Silence. However, it was not long 
before the News was carry’d thro the Troops, and they were 
all feiz’d with Fear and Amazement ; the Ufe of their Senfes 
and Faculties being for fome time fufpended, with that Kind of 
fudden Terror, which the Ancients call’d Panick Fear. The 
Mexican Chiefs refolv’d to fend an Account of this Accident to 
the new Emperor; and he, who was forc’d to affect a Con- 
cern out of Compliance with thofe who fincerely exprefs’d 
theirs without feigning, commanded the Army to halt; begin- 
ning the Ceremony of the Funeral Outcries and Lamentations 
which us’d to precede the Obfequies, whilft che Priefts, follow'd 

by all who had remain’d in the City, came to receive the Royal 
Bodies, in order to conduct them to the Burying-place of their 
Anceftors. It was to the Death of thofe Two Princes that the - 


Spaniards were indebted for the firft Recovery from their Con- 
‘ fufion, 
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fufion, and that feafonable Refpite:- But they lamented theit 
untimely Fate as one of the greateft Loffes that could have 
befallen them, and particularly Cortex, who, in thofe Princes, 
lov'd and refpected the Memory of their Father, and Part of 
his Hopes had founded in the Right of the Elder. 

Cortex in the mean while directed his March towards Tlafcala, 
with Guides of that Nation, his Army continually in Battle 
Array, as not being without Sufpicion of the Enemy’s Delay ; 
fince upon fuch Occafions Diffidence and Fear is oftner attended 
with Succefs than is a too confident Security. They were not 
long in that Uncertainty before fome Bands of arm’d Indians, 
who follow’d them in the Rear, without approaching within 

Shot. Thefe were the Inhabitants of Tacuba, Efcapuzaleo, 
and Tenecuya, whom the Mexicans had fummon’d out to obferve 
the Spaniards on the March, till fuch time as they had difcharg’d 
themfelves of their Duty towards the Sons of Motexuma. A poe 
litick Contrivance in thofe barbarous People! However, thefe 
were but a {mall Annoyance to the Spaniards upon the Road ; 
for they always kept ata Diftance: So that they only offended 
with their fcurrilous Language and Shouts: But they continu’d 
this Kind of harmlefs Hoftiliry till the whole Multitude of 
the Mexicans came up, at which Time they all inftancly uni- 
ted, and advancing with their accuftomary Swiftnefs, made 
fo brisk and fo refolute an Attack upon their Rear, that they 
were all obliged to face about to repulfe them. Cortex extended 
his Front where he pofted his Fire-Arms and Crofs-Bows, be- 

ing oblig’d to engage in the open Fieid, without having any 

Place ‘of Security to retire to. As many of the Indians as 

had Courage enough to venture near, died, without any Dif- 

couragement to the reft. The Horfe fally’d out to skirmifh, 
and made a very great Slaughter: But the Number of the Ene- 

mies continually increas’d, and their Arrows and Slings did 

confiderable Dammage from ‘afar. The Spaniards were tir'd 

with fuch powerful Refiftance, with fearce any Hopes of repul- 
fing that enormous Multitude; and now their Valour began 
to flacken for Want ‘of Strength ; when Cortez, who behav’d 
himfelf in the Battle like a Soldier, without forgetting che Duty 

of a General, obferv’d a certdin rifing Ground ar no great Di- 

ftance from thence, which commanded the whole circumjacent 

Plain. Upon the Top of thar Eminence was a cowei’d Build- 

ing which appeard like a Fortrefs, of at feaft the Exigence in 

which-he found himfelf, made him faney ic as fich. He te- 
folv’d’ to poffefs himfelf of this Poft for the Advantage of its 

Situation ; and to that Purpofe he detach’d a: Party of Men to 
"3° Ppp * advance 
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advanice to reconnoitre, and himfelf foon after mov d with the 
Grofs in otder to gain it, which yet he did not find could be 
effected without Difficulty, being oblig’d to face the Enemy 
all the while they were afcending the Hill, and to place fome 
Companies of Harquebutfiers to defend the Avenues; but they 
happily compafsd_ their Defign, pofleffing chemfelves of the 
Tower without Refiltance, and in that found all the Advanta- 
ges which, at that Time, their Imagination could frame. 

Ic was a Temple dedicated to the Sylvan Deities, or Idols 
of the Woods, to which thofe Barbarians recommended the 
Produ of their Harvefts. The Priefts and Servants who at- 
rended the abominable, Worfhip of that Place, had quitted it, 
flying from the Neighbourhood of War, as People of a diffe- 
rent Profeffion. 

The Court of this Temple was fufficiently capacious, en- 
compafs’d with a Wall, after their Manner of building, which, 
together with the Towers wherewith it was flank’d, render’d 
it tolerably defencible. Under the Shelter of thefe Works, 
which amongft thofe People was look’d upon as an inexpug- 
nable Fortrels, the Spaniards began to breathe. They lifted up 
their Eyes and Hearts towards. Heaven, receiving this timely 
Relief from the imminent Perils to which they had been ex- 
posd, as an ‘mmediate A&t of. Divine Providence: Nor did 
this pious Reflection ceafe to remain with them even after the 
Danger was allover ; for in Memory of the fignal Service that 
Temple did them, in affording them Shelter in an Exigence 
wherein they were near being reduc'd to the laft Extremity, 
they erected afeerwards in that very Place a Hermitage, with 
the Invocation of the Bleffed Virgin, which is known to this Day 
by the Name of Nueftra Senora de los Remedios, where People 
daily find Relief in their Neceflities ; and where, in the Devo- 
tion of the Faithful, who are Inhabicants of thofe Parts, may 
be feen the Acknowledgment and grateful Remembrance they 
retain of fo great a Beneht. | 

The Enemy did not dare to mount the Hill, nor did they 
give any Signs of their intending an Affault: But they ap- 
proach d within Musket Shot, begirting the Eminence on all 
Parts, and made fome Advances to fhoottheir Arrows, wounding, 
for the moft Part, the Air, and fometimes the Walls, as if 1c 
were to chaltize them for oppofing theis, Vengeance., In the 
mean Time nothing was to be. heard but barbarous: Shouts 
and Menaces, whereby they endeavour'd to conceal the Defects, 
of their Valour, and which ferv’d only to difcover their Weak- 
nefs. . They were, with little Trouble, kept off till the Evening 
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began to approach, at which Time they all retir’d, and took 
the Road towards Mexico; whether it was to comply with the 
Obfervation of their Cuftom, of retiring with the Sun, or that 
they found themfelves tir'd with having been in a Manner con- 
tinually engag’d from Midnight till then. It was difcover'd 
from the Top of the Towers, that they halted in the Middle 
of the Plain, and dividing into feveral Bodies, and feemingly 
endeavourd to conceal themfelves, as if they had not given 
{ufficient Evidence of their Intention, and publifh’d, by the Man- 
ner of their Retreat, that they left the Difpute in Sufpence. 

Cortez difpos'd every Thing in his Quarters with all the Care 
and Circum{pection that a Night fo unfecure, anda Poft fo 
threaten’d oblig’d him. He order’d the Guards and Centinels 
to be fooner reliev'd than ordinary, that all might have their 
Share of Reft. They made fome Fires, as well becaufe the 
Coldnefs of the Seafon requir’d this Relief, as to confume the 
Arrows of the Mexicans, thereby to deprive the Enemies of 
thac Ammunition. 

He gave a {mall Refrefhment to the People of the Provifions 
found in the Temple, and what the Indians had fav’d with the 
Baggage. Particular Care was taken ofthe Cure of the Wounded, 
which was attended with no {mall Difficulties in a Place where 
all Neceflaries were wanting ; but they apply’d fuch Remedies 
as the Place afforded, and which in fome Meafure fupply’d the 
Want of more proper Medicines, by affwaging their Pain, and 
the Horfe-Cloths ferv’d for Lint and Bandage. 

Cortex took Care of all, but ftill without forgetting the Danger 
to which he lay expos’d ; and before he would retire to cake the 
leaft Repofe, he aflembled his Officers to confult with them what 
was to be done in this Junéture. He hadalready refolwd within 
himfelf, but he always evaded deciding in hazardous Matters, 
and he was a great Mafter at bringing People over to refolve for 
the beft, without fhewing his own Opinion, or making Ufe of 
his Authoricy. He then propos'd different Methods which 
might be taken, with the feveral Inconveniences attending them, 
leaving them to judge between the Poffible and the Difficult. 
He began by intimating, “‘ That the Trouble in which they 


“© had been all that Evening, and the preceding Night, was not to 


“ be undergone the Second Time; neither could they ever again 
“© without apparent Rafhnefs, attempt to undertake a March, 
fighting all the while with an Army fo extremely fuperior 
to them in Number, oblig’d, in fo indifpenfible a Manner, 
at one and the fame ‘Time, to employ both their Hands and 
Feet at fuch Difadvantage : That to avoid being again forc'd 
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to a Refolution fo dangerous and accompany'd with fo many 
infuperable [nconveniencies, he had fome Thoughts of at- 
tacking the Enemy in their Lodgment tinder Favour of the 
Night ; but he was of Opinion, that it would be but a fruitlefs 
Labour, fince, at the beft, they fhould only oblige the Multi- 
tude to difperfe for the prefent, who would not fail to join again, 
from which Method of theirs had proceeded the Tedioufnefs 
of that War: That he had thought afterwards of maintain+ 
ing that Poft, till fuch Time as the Mexicans fhould be tir’d 
with keeping the Field ; bur that the Want of Provifions, 
which they already fuffer’d, likewife render’d that Method 
impracticable.” And laftly he told them, (and this was what 


he had derermin’d upon,) “ That he had been thinking whether 


«ce 


or no it would not be the beft Way to match that fame Night, 
and get T'wo or Three Leagues from thence by Morning, 
that the Enemy, according to their Cuftom, not moving 
till Sun-rifing, they fhould have the Opportunity of gaining 
Ground without any farther Trouble; fo that in Cafe the 
Mexicans fhould refolve to follow the Purfuit, they would'not 
be able to overtake them before they had fufficiently tir'd 
themfelves, and it would be eafier to continue their Retreat 
with a lefs vigorous Oppofition. But confidering that the 
Troops were in fo bad a Condition, weary’d and near fpent, 


Gt would be a Piece of unreafonable Inhumanity to put 


them, without new Caufe, upon the Fatigue of an untea- 
fonable March, in a dark Night, and uncéttain Road, not- 
withftanding the prefent Exigence they were in, requir'd ex- 
traordinary Remedies, and a f{peedy Refolution ; and ina 
Cafe where nothing was fecure, they were to weigh the {e- 
veral Difficulties, and to chufe thar which was attended by 
the feweft Inconveniencies.” é. ae 
He had {earce finifh’d his Difcourfe, when all the Caprains 


‘agreed, ‘That ho other Refolution was practicable, and that they 


ran the leaft Hazard in refolving to proceed on theit Match 
without any further Delay than what was abfolutely neceflary, 
meaning fome Hours of Reft to refrefh the People ; fo chat the 
Match was refolv’d upon at Midnight ; ia which Cortex con- 
form’ d “himfelf co what was really his own O inion, tho” he 
treated ic’ as’ the Opinion of others :A fubtil Piece of Policy 
which he was‘accuftomed to make Ufe of, in order to prevent 


Difputes when the Affair was urgent, 


and admitted of no. Delay, 


and which only \thofe can practife who underftand the Art of 
Deciding by ‘asking Advice, and which is attain’d by leaving no- 
thing for others to reafon tipon when the Propofal is made. 
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The Spaniards continue their Retreat. T hey undergo 
great Fatigue and Difficulties. The Army reaches 
the Valley of Otumba, where, in a pitch’d Battle, 
the whole Power of Mexico 1s utterly defeated. 


Wate LIT TLE before the appointed Hour the Troops 

N@ were all ready affembled, having flept with Concern, 
and wak’d without Difficulry., / The Order to march, 
~~ and the Reafon: for fo doing, were given at the fame 
Time ; upon which chey:all diligently prepar’d for their fetcing 
out, feniible of .the Neceflity, and praifing the Refolution. 
General Cortex order'd, that as a Blind to conceal from the,Ene- 
my their Motion, they fhould leave all the Fires burning, and 
giving to Diego de Ordaz the Charge of the Van-Guard, with 
{ome trufty and intelligent Guides, he plac’d his chief Strength 
in the Rear, where: he himfelf remain’d, that he might be nearer 
the Danger, and by his well-known Care and Vigilance, be’ a 
Security to thofe whe pafs’d before. They fet forward with 
all neceffary Silence and Caution, and then ordering the Guides 
at firft to keep at fome Diftance from the High Road, and to re- 
affume it in the Morning, they march’d a little more than Half 
a League continuing their Circum{pection and Vigilance, not- 
with{tanding the Silence they kept and the Darknefs of the Night. 
But having pats’d the Plain, upon their entring into a broken 
and hilly Ground, the advanc'd Guard fell into an Ambuth, 
which the very People who endeavour’d to hide themfelves, 
knew not how to conceal, for they gave Notice of the Danger 
beforehand, both by Shouts and Stones ; and divers Troops of 
Indians came pouring down from the Eminences, and ruthing 
out from among the Bufhes, and confufedly, and with- 
out Order, attack’d on the Flanks; and notwithftanding 
they were not fo numerous as to oblige the Army to hale, 
yet the Spaniards were neceflitated to interrupt their March every 
now and then in order to beat off the moft daring of the Ene- 
my who ventur’d neareft, to break thro’ feveral Ambufcades, 
and to difpute divers narrow Paffes. The Spaniards were appre- 
henfive at firft that it was a Second Attack of the whole Army 
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which they had left on the other Side of the Temple; and 
forne of otir Writers report oe as a Purfuit of the 
Grols of the Mexicans: But thefe intermitted and loofe Attacks 
were not agreeable to their Manner of fighting, nor does it an- 
fwer what chey afterwards did: And in out Opinion, they were 
the Militia of the neighbouring Towns, who, by previous Or- 
ders veceiv’d from Court, chdeavolit'd to difturb the Ariny’s 
Marehy poftitig thennafelvegy an the ‘broken, Parts\of the sRoad : 
Bor if the Mexicans had difcover'd the Retreat, they. wouldihave 


come all in a Body as they. were accuftom'd to do; They 
would, with theit hited Potce, havebegun the Attack in’ the 
Rear, and not have divided themfelves into {mall Companies, 
converting the War into a few light Skirmifhes, 

With this Kind of Oppoficion, which was rather troublefome 
than dangerous, the Army advanc'd Two Leagues 5 and a little 
before Day, they ‘halted in another Temple, lefs capacious, 
and fituated upon an Eminence not altogether fo high as the 
former, but of fufficient Height to view the Country round 
about, and by the Number of Enemies they fhould difcover, 
to judge of what Meafures and Refolutions were propereft to 
be taken for their Security." The Light of the Morning did 
not only difcover what Sore of Indians they had to deal with, 
but likewife the Diforder'in which they were ; and finding that 
what they had fufpected for a new Charge of the Enemy‘s Ar- 
my, was no more than the Infules of a defpicable Herd of Pea- 
fants, they fenew'd their March without farther Delay, with 
the Intent of advancing as far before the Enemy as poffibly 
they could, in ‘order to avoid, or at leaft to render more dif- 
ficult, the Purfuit of ‘the Mesicans. 

The Indian Peafants continued their Shouts, till following 
them ‘at a Diftance, like frightned Dogs, which by barking 
exprefs their impotent Rage; till having advanced about ‘Two 
Leagues farther, they difcover’d a Village advantageonfly fitua- 
ted, and, as they believ’d, well peopled. Cortex pitch’d upon 
this Place for his Quarters, and gave Orders to his Officers to 
poffefs themfelves of it by Force, if they could not by fair 
Means; but they found it wholly forfaken by ‘the Inhabitants, 
together with fome Provifions which they could ‘not carry off ; 
an Article which, at that Junéture, was very welcome, and no 
le(s neceflary for the recruiting their exhaufted Serength, than 
was {o feafonable a Refting-place. Here the ‘Army ftay'd a 
Day, and fome fay T'wo ; the Condition of the Wounded be- 
ing fuch, that they could not proceed fooner. “They made 
Two Marches more’ through ‘a’ Country {till ‘more rocky and 
7 barren, 
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barren, always cut -of the great Road; and fomewhat doubrful 
whether their Guides went right.... They had no Cover, under 
which to pals che Night; norsdid: the Perfecution of thofe Jn- 
dians ceafe, who continually kept in Sight;..or _perhaps they 
might be others, who.came out upan the firft Order to follow 
them.thro’ their refpective. Diftriats; But above all other In- 
conveniencies in thefe Marches they fuffer'd Hunger.and, Thirlt 
to that Degree, that they wanted little of being quite difpiri- 
ted. The Officers and Soldiers, animated,each other ; and Pa- 
tience, ambitious of vying with Valour, usd its utmoft Ef- 
forts to withftand thofefevere, Tryals.. They were forc'd to 


_ have Recourfe to the Herbs and Roots of the Field for Sufte- 


Aance, without examining whether they were venomous or 
harmlefs, tho’ fuch as.were the moft prudent govern’d them- 
Selves by the Knowledge and Example of the Tla/calans. One 
of the wounded Horfes died,.and the Want they had of that 
Cteature’s Service in the Army was forgot with Joy, for it was 


_ divided, as a-particular Regale, among thofe who were.in the 


gweatelt Extremity, who celebrated the Feaft by inviting their 
sbeft Friends to partake of that dainty Food. A relifhing Ban- 
gquet at that Time, at which all Scruples of Stomach gave Way 
to Neceflity. .. | . 3 ‘n 

The laft of thefe, Two Marches terminated. in alittle Vil- 
lage, whofe Inhabitants, without abandoning their Dwelling 
like the others, gave them free Entrance; neither,.were they 
wanting in their Affiftance to,them with a feeming Chearful- 
nefs and.Sedulity in every Thing they were order'd, which 
Obfequioufnels and unexpected Entertainment was a new Stra- 
tagem of the Mexicans, that their Enemies might come lefs 
-prepar’d ito. the Snare which they had provided for. them. 
“Thefe. Villagers freely fhew’d their Stores of Provilion, and 
from other neighbouring Villages procurd what was fufhcient 
4o make the fatigued Spaniards forget their paft Sufferings. Early 
in the Morning the Army was all ready difpos’d to afcend 
the Mountain which, on the other Side, declin’d into the Val- 
ley of Osamba, thro’ which they muft of Neceflity pals to take 
the, Road that leads to, Tlafcala. Here they obferv'd fome Al- 
teration in. the Indiaus who followed their March; . for their 
Shouts,and Scoffs exprefs'd rather a joyful Satisfaction than In- 
dignation : And Donna. Marina took. Notice that they frequently 
faid, Goon Tyrants! go on, for you will quickly arrive at the Place 
avhere you will all perifh. Thefe Expreflions gave them Occafion 
.toirefleat; for thole Words were too often repeated not,to im- 
port fomething particular. Some,began to doubt that thefe 
i 3 | } 3 Indians, 
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Indians confiding in the Tlafcalans, rejoic’'d at the Danger to which 
the Spaniards were marching, as having receiv’d fome No- 
tice that there had happen’d a Change’ in the Fidelity, or Affe- 
&ion of that Nation. But Cortez, and thofe of better Judg- 
ment and Penetration, look’d upon this’ Novelty as no other 
than a Token of fome Ambufh that was then nearer than 
Tlafcala ; for there wanted not Examples of the Simplicity and 
Eafinefs with which the Indians were wont to publifh the very 
Thing which they endeavout'd to conceal. 2 284 BOI 

They continued their March, forewarn’d now, and their 
Minds difpos’d for entering upon frefh Action,’ when the ad- 
vane’d Guard, having reach’d’ the Mountain Top, came back 
with an Account that the Enemies had ‘poflefs’d themfelves Gf 
all the Valley, barring up the Paffage to the Road whither 
they were directing their Courfe with’a moft formidable Mul- 
titude. It was the fame Body of Mexicans which they had left 
at the firft Temple, re-inforc'd with ‘new Troops and other 
Commanders. They difcoverd in the’ Morning, as may be 
prefum’d by the fucceeding Circumftances, the unfeafonable 
Retreat of the Spaniards; and notwithftanding they did- not 
doubt burt that they fhould be able to follow the Purfuir, yet 
they fear’d, very confiderately, by the Experience of that 
Night, that ic would not be poffible to-deftroy them before 
they reach’d the Ta/calan Territories, if they went on fecuring 
the advantageous Pofts of the Mountains: For which Reafon 
they fent Dilpatches' to Mexico for Re-inforcement, that an Af- 
fair of fo much Importance might not mifcarry for want of 
neceflary Force, which Propofal was fo well receivd in the Ci- 
ty, that all the Nobilicy inftanely fer out, follow’d by the reft 
of the Troops which they had aflembled, to join the Army, 
and in the {mall Space of Three or Four Days they divided 
themfelves by different Roads, marching under Shelter of the 
Mountains with fuch Expedition, that they got thither before 
the Spaniards, and fill’d the whole Valley of Otwmba, which - 
was a very fpacious Plain, where they might, undifcover'd, 
wait for the Spaniards their Enemies, and attack them without 
embaraffing each other for want of Room. Notably well con- 
fider’d, and the Refolution as well executed ; both which might 


‘have been envy’d in Leaders of greater Experience, and Peo- 


ple better difciplin’d and lefs barbarous. a? 

Upon the firft Intelligence it was’ not fufpected that they 
were the Mexicans ; but on the contrary, they believ’d, as they 
were going up the Hill, that the difpers'd Troops, with their 
accuftom’d Levity and Impotence, had’ united themfelves in 
order 


2 


Boox IV. of Mexico;or New Spain. 249 


order to defend fome Pafs; but upon gaining the Summit, they 
difcover'd a very powerful Army, and in much better Order 
than any they had feen before, whofe Front took up the whole 
Bredth of the Valley, whofe Depth the Eye could not reach, and 
which was the laft Effort of the Mexican Power, compos d of va- 
rious Nations, as the Diverfity and Diftance of the feveral Co- 
lours and Standards denoted. The Captain-General of the Em- 
pire was diftinguifh'd in the Center of the Multitude, born up 
upon. Men’s Shoulders, in a Litter moft fumptuoufly adorn’d, 
in, fuch Mannet, that being to be feen by all, and a Witnefs of 
every. one’s Behaviour, his,Orders muft be pundtually execu- 
ted. Upon-his Chair, or Litter, ftood erected the Royal Stan- 
dard of Mexico, which was not intrufted to any other Hand 
but his, and could only be brought into the Field in Cafes of 
the greateft Exigence and Importance. The Form of this Stan- 
dard. was a Net. of Mafly.Gold, hanging on a Pike, and 
crown’d with a Plume of Feathers of various Colours, both 
which was a Sort of myfterious Superiority above the reft. of 
Hieroglyphicks of the lefler Enfigns. The wavering and con- 
fus’d Motion. of {uch different Arms and Feathers appear d beau- 
tiful amidft the, Horror of fo, many Objects of War and Deftru- 
ction. The Spanifh Army perceiving the frefh Danger for which 
they were to prepare their Minds and Arms, Cortez began to exa= 
mine the Countenances of his People with that natural Ala- 
crity which influenc’d their Hearts far better than Words; and 
finding) them infpir'd, rather with a Martial and generous Res 
fencment than with Fear and Confternation, ‘‘ Our Cafe is now 
“ fuch, faid he, that we muft either die or conquer : The Caufe 
“ of our God fight for us.” Nor had he Time to fay any 
more.) for. the Soldiers themfelves interrupted him, crying 
out for the Word of Command, in order to engage, upon which 
he only ftay'd.to give them fome few neceflary Precautions, 
fuch.as the prefent Occafion requird; and, as he was accu- 
ftom’d; invoking St. James, and St. Peter, he advane’d with his 
Front extended, and united. the Body of the Army with the 
Wings of the Horfe, who were appointed to defend the Flank, 
and fecure the Rear. The Fire-Arms and Crofs-Bows made 
their firft Difcharges fo opportunely, that the Enemy had {carce 
Time to make Ufe of their miflive Weapons. The Swords 
and Lances did ftill greater Dammage, the Horfe taking Care, 
at the fame Time, to break and put to fight thofe Troops 
which endeavour’d to pafs beyond them.in order to inclole 
their Army and attack their Rear, ‘They gain’d fome Ground 
by this firft Charge. The Spaniards gave no Stroke, without. a 
Rie Wound 
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Wound, nor any Wound which needed a fecond Blow. The 
Tlafcalans threw themfelves into the thickeft of the Battle, with 
an infatiable Thirft after Mexican Blood; and all had fuch 
Command of their Paffions, that they kil?’'d by Choice; firlt 
feeking out thofe who appear’d to be Leaders. But the Mexi- 
cans fought with great Obftinacy, advancing, tho’ not with the 
beft Order, yet with furprizing Refolution to fupply the Places 
of thofe who fell; and the Spaniards were fatigu’d with the 
Slaughter of them, for the Battle was continually renewing with 
frefh Men. heir whole Army feem’d to give Way whenever 
the Cavalry charg’d them, or the Fire- Arms advanced ; but they 
return’d with new Vigour to recover their loft Ground, the 
Multitude moving from Place to Place with fuch Celerity, that 
the whole Field appear’d like a ftormy Sea of Men; the per- 
petual Flux and Reflux feeming to authorize that Simileig 70 

Cortez fought on Horfeback, continually relieving, with his 
Troop, where the greateft Strefs lay, carrying Death and Ter- 
ror upon the Point of his Lance, wherefoever he came. But 
the obftinate Refiftance of the Indians gave him no {mall Con- 
cern; for it was not poflibly to be hopd, but that the Strength 
of his Men muft abate with fuch unintermitting Action ; and 
reAlecting upon the Meafures he might take to advantage him- 
felf, or to make his Way to the Road, he was relieved in this 
Perplexity by one of thofe Obfervations which he was accu- 
ftom’d to lay up in his Mind to make Ufe of upon Occafion. 
He remember’d to have heard among the Mexicans, that the 
whole Fortune of their Battles depended upon the Standard Royal, 
the gaining or lofing of which decided the Fortune of the 
Day on either Side: And being not infenfible into what 
Diforder and Confufion the Enemy was always put by the 
Charge of the Cavalry ; he took a Refolution to make an ex- 
traordinary Effort for the gaining of the Imperial Standard, 
which he could very well diftinguifh. To this Effect he call’d 
for the Captains Gonzalo de Sandoval, Pedro de Alvarado, Chriftoval 
de Olid, and Alonzo Davila, to follow and fecure his Rear, to- 
gether with the reft of the Horfe which generally attended 
him. Having encourag’d them with a fhort Harangue, and 
given the neceflary Inftructions how they were to proceed, he 
advanc’d with litle more than half Speed, and attack’d on that 
Part which appear’d weakeft, and leaft diftant from the Cen- 
ter, The Indians gave back, dreading, as they always did, the 
Shock of the Cavalry; and before they could recover them- 
felves to make a fecond Motion, the Spaniards threw themfelves 
upon: the confus’d and diforder’d Multitude with fuch Vigour, 


and 
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and in fuch good Order, that breaking and treading under 
Foot whole Battalions, they, without much Oppofition, arriv’d 
at the Place where the Imperial Standard was. defended by the 
Band of ‘Nobles who were appointed for its Guard: And while 
the Captains were clearing themfelves of that numerous At- 
tendance, Cortex fpurr’d on his Horfe, and clos'd with the 
Captain-General of the Mexicans, who, at the firft Stroke of his 
Lance, fell dangeroufly wounded, on the other Side of his Lit- 
ter: He was foon forfaken by his Guard, and left almoft alone, 
when Juan de Salamanca, a private Gentleman, leap’d from his 
Horfe, put an End to the little Life he had left, and feizing the 
Standard, gave it into the Hands of Cortez. This Juan de Sa- 
lamanca was a Perfon of fome Diftinétion in the Army, and for 
having, upon that Occafion, done his General fuch a Piece of 
Service, the Emperor conferr’d fome Favours upon him, giving 
him for the Creft, or Device, of his Arms the Plume of Fea- 
thers which crown’d the Mexican Standard. 

Scarce did thefe Barbarians behold the Imperial Standard in 
the Power of the Spaniards, when they ftruck all the reft of 
their Colours: And throwing down their Arms, they betook 
themfelves to a precipitate Flight, feeking for Shelter in the ad- 
jacent Woods and Fields of Maiz. The neighbouring Moun- 
tains were all cover’d with the terrify'd Remnants of the Mexi- 
can Army; and in a few Moments the Field of Battle remain’d 
to the victorious Spaniards, who purfu'd their Victory with all 
the Rigour of War, and made a moft terrible Deftru@tion of 
the Fugitives. It was abfolutely neceflary to ruin and difperfe 
them, that they might not return to unite again: Anger and 
Refentment urg’d what Conveniency dictated. On our Side 
fome were wounded, of which Number Two or Three Spa- 
niards died at Tlafcala ; and Cortez himfelf receiv’d a Blow on his 
Head with a Stone, fo violent that it batter’d his Head-piece, and 
made a {mall Fraction in his Skull ; but the Hurt done by the 
Contufion was ftill greater. The Spoil was given to the Soldiers, 
which was very confiderable; for the Mexicans came provided 
with coftly Jewels and Ornaments as to an aflur'd Triumph. 
The Hiftory fays, that Twenty Thoufand Indians loft their 
Lives in this Battle. Matters, upon fuch Occafions, are gene- 
rally ftretch’d ; but whoever will believe that the routed Army 
confifted of above Two Hundred Thoufand Men, will find 
lefs Improbability in the Greatnefs of the former Number. All 
Writers, as well Strangers as thofe of our own Nation, relate 
this Victory as one of the greateft thar was obtain’d in the 
Two America’s, And if it were certain, that Santiago, or 
2 St. Fames 
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St. Fames the Apoftte, fought vifibly for his Spaniard, as fome Pri- 
{oners afirm’d,’ the Slaughter of thofe.People would:appear 
more credible, of le(s furprizing, although,in Truchy it);was 
not neceflary to have‘Recourle to a vifible ‘Miracle, where there 
appear'd fo many Ewidencesof the immediate Hand. of God 
upon feveral Occafions 5 to whofe Power:the Succefles of Ar- 
mies ought ever to be attributed, with éfpecial. Confideration, 
fince He has proclaim’d himfelf'to be the Lord of Hofts; that 
Mortalsmay be fenfible that it behoves them to hope for 
Victory at his Divine Hands, and to acknowledge it to be only 
at his Heavenly Difpofal, without making any Account of their 
“own Strength, tho ever fo great: For foretimes he chaftifes 
Injuries by affifting: the lefs powerful; neither fhould any offer 
-o confide in the Goodnefs of their Caufe 5 for at other Times 
he corrects thofe whom he moft favours, \giving the Charge 
of the Stroke to an impious and unworthy Hand. oat 
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a CH A PI. 

| The Army marches into the Province of T\atcala, 
| and quarters in Gualipar ; the Caziques and 
| Senators come to vifit Cortez: they celebrate 
his Entry into their City with publick Rejoy- 
cings ; and Cortez, by frefh Experience, finds 
he had fecured the Affections of thofe People. 


w1ORTEZ gave. Orders for aflembling his 
Troops, which were {cattered up and down for 
ig) the fake of pillaging. The Soldiers took'their 
Lit] Pofts, and purfued their March, not without 
= {ilpicion of the Enemy’s rallying, for they ob- 
| ferved feveral Bodies of Men on the tops of the Moun- 
| tains: But it being impoffible that day to get clear of the 
| Mexican Confines, and withal neceffary to take care of the 
Wounded, they poffeffed themfelves of {ome Houtes, i 
A they 
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they paffed the Night, as in a Place of no great Security, 
and the next Day they found the Roads free from Enemies, 
the neighbouring Plains fecuring them from all danger of 
Ambufcades : However they ftill perceived figns of their be- 
ing in an Enemy's Country, by the Cries and diftant Menaces 
of the Mexicans, who after that manner took leave of thofe 
they could not ftop. 

A little after, they difcovered and entered the Bounds of 
Tlafcala, known to this day by fome Remains of that fa- 
mous Wall, which was built by the ancient Inhabitants to 
defend the Frontiers of their Country, joining together the 
Hills that bordered it in all thofe Places which Nature had 
not made inacceflible. The whole Army exprefs’d their Joy 
by Acclamations, upon their entring the Territories of this 
Republick. The Tlafcalans threw themfelves upon their 
Faces to kifs the Earth, like difconfolate Children returned 
to the Lap of their Mother. The Spaniards made their 
thankful Acknowledgments to Heaven for this Repofe after 
all their Fatigues, and they all lay down near a Fountain, 
whofe Water at that time gained the Reputation of being 
delicate and wholefome, from the Praifes the Spanzards gave 
it, which have been particularly mentioned by feveral Wri- 
ters ; whether it wete that their violent Thirft made it feem 
the more refrefhing, or that they could now allay it in Peace 
and Security. 7 

In this place Hernan Cortez, made a fhort Difcourfe, tel- 
ling them of what Importance 1t was to preferve the Friend- 
fhip of the Tlafcalans, by their Kindnefs and Civility ; and 
that when they came into the City, they fhould look upon 
the giving offence to any one Inhabitant, asa Matter chat 
might endanger their common Safety: he afterwards refolved 
to ftop by the way to gain Intelligence, and difpofe Mat- 
ters for his Entry with the knowledge and permiffion of 
the Senate; and accordingly at Noon he halted at Gualt- 
par, a confiderable Town in thofe days. The Inhabitants 
met them at fome diftance, to fhow their Good-will, offer- 
ing their Houtes, and whatever elfe they had occafion for, 
with fo much Refpec and Submiffion, that the moft Jealous 
acknowledged there could be no room to fufpect a People 
of Artifice, who gave fuch Proofs of their Sincerity. Cortez 
accepted the Invitation, and quartered his Soldiers with all” 
the caution that was neceflary, to be perfectly fecure. 


Imu- 


Book V. of MExico, or NEW SPAIN. . 3 


ImmeEDIATELY after which, he deliberated about fending 
two Tlafcalans with an Account to the Senate of his Retreat 
and Succefs: But before he could do this, Fame carry’ the 
News of his Victory; and almoft at the fame time came 
his great Friend Magifcatzin, the blind Xicotencal, with his 
Son and others, to vifit him on the part of the Republick. 
Magifcatzin advanced betore the reft, cafting himfelf into 
his Arms, and then ftepping back, that he might behold 
and admire him, as one that fcarce believed he had the 
Happinefs to fee him alive. The blind Xzcorencal, guided 
by the Sound, made his way with his Hands, fhewing his 
Affection after a more tender manner, defirous to inform 
himfelf by the Touch, and fhowing his Satisfaction by a 
Flood of Tears, the only way by which his Eyes could tefti- 
fy his Joy. The reft came after, whilft the firft went to 
congratulate the Captains and Soldiers of their acquain- 
tance. On this occafion, Xicotencal the Younger diftin- 
guifhed himfelf, by appearing fomewhar diflatisfy'd, and re- 
feryed in his Compliments; and altho’ it was attributed at 
that time to the Ruggednefs of a military Man, it foon ap- 
peared that he preferved in his Mind the Diftrutt of a re- 
conciled Friend, and the ungrateful Remembrance of hav- 
ing been conquered. Hernan Cortez, went afide with the 
Senators, and found in their’ Converfation and Behaviour 
all the Delicacy of Manners, which could have been ex- 
pected from a People of the greateft Politenefs. . They in- 
formed him, that they had already got together their Troops 
to fuccour him againft the common Enemy, and were ready 
ro march with Thirty Thoufand Men to fecure his Retreat. 
They exprefled a great Concern for his Wounds, looking 
on them as fo many  Sacrileges committed in thar fedi- 
tious War. They regretted the Death of the Spantards, and 
particularly of Fuan Velafquez, de Leon, whom they loved, 
as being fenfible of his good Qualities. They condemned 
the barbarous Confpiracy of the Mexicans; and, laftly, of- 
fered to aflift him in his Revenge with all their Forces, and 
thofe of their Allies: adding, That they were now not only 
Friends of the Spaniards, but likewife Vaflals of their King, 
and fo were doubly obliged to obey his Minifter’s Orders, 
and die by his fide. And after this manner they concluded 
their Difcourfe, nicely diftinguifhing betwixt the two Obli- 
gations of Friendfhip and Vaflalage, and declating them- 


felyes bound by Loyalty, to what-they were betore ripe 
¥ 
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by Inclination. Cortez, made great Acknowledgments for 
heir Offers ; and by all that could be gathered from their 
Difcourfe, they not only recained their Good-will for the 
Spamards, but had improv’d it into an Efteem: For the 
Lofs they fuftained at their marching out of Mexico, was . 
looked on as an Accident of War, and was wholly effaced 
by the Victory of Otumba, which was admired in Tlafcala. 
as a Prodigy of Valour, and the chief Glory of the Retreat. 
They propofed, that he fhould immediately go to the City, 
where his Quarters were provided; neverthelefs they readi- 
ly confented. to allow the Spaniards fome time to refrefh 
themfelves, becaufe they were defirous to prepare for his 
Entry, which they determin’d to honour with publick So- 
lemnity, and to celebrate after the fame manner they did 
the Triumphs of their own Generals. 

Tus Army continued three Days in Gaalipar, being liberal- 
ly fupply’d with every thing that was neceflary, at the Charge 
of the Republick. After which, the Wounded being fome- 
what recovered, Cortez, gave notice to the City, and pre- 
pared to march. The Spaniards put on all their Finery for 
that Day, adorning themfelves with the Jewels and Plumes 
of the vanquifhed Mexicans; an outward Show which de- 
clared the Importance of the Victory: For, on fome Occa- 
fions, Oftentation gives credit to a Caufe, and Modefty is 
unfeafonable. The Caziques and Minifters of State, in 
Form of a Senate, clad in their Richeft Robes, and accom- 
panied by a numerous Attendance of their Relations, came 
out to receive the Army. The Roads were covered with 
People, the Air was filled with Acclamations of popular Ap- 
plaufe, and nothing was heard but the Praifes of the Vic- 
tors, and Reproaches upon the Mexicans. At their en- 
trance into the City, they were entertained with the Sounds 
of Kettle-Drums, Flutes; and Winding-Horns, diftributed 
into different Choirs, which alternately {ucceeded each other, 
making a pacifick. Mufick with their warlike Inftruments. 
The Troops being conveniently quartered, Cortez con- 
fented, after much  refiftance, to lodge with Magifcatzin ; 
giving way to his earneft Entreaties, that he mighe nor dif- 
oblige him. And. for the fame Reafon, Pedro de Alvarado 
went with old \Xicotencal; but altho’ the reft of the Ca- 
ziques were defirous to entertain the other Captains, they © 
courteoufly declin’d it, it being improper to leave the Main 
Guard without a fufficient Number of Officers, The i 
mards 
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niards made theit Entry irito Tlafcala in the Month of aly; 
1520. altho’ in this point Writers are not entirely agreed : 
But I thall referve my Difcuffions for Matters of more con- 
fequence, and where a finall Variation is ot great Impor- 
tance. 21 
Tuer fame Evening they began their Feftival of the 
Triumph, which continued for {ome Days, the Indians all 
employing their utmoft Addrefs to divert their Guefts, and 
celebrate their Victory, without excepting the Nobles, or 
thofe who had loft Friends and Relations in the Engage- 
ment ; whether it were that they defired to take part in 
the general Joy, or that it was not permitted in this warlike 
Nation to efteem the End of thofe unfortunate, who died 
in Battle. They gave Challenges, and Rewards were af- 
fign’d for the beft Markfmen. They contended likewife in 
the Exercifes of Leaping and Running ; the Evenings were 
{pent in the Diverfion of Rope-Dancing ; an Exercife they 
were very fond of, and where the Mind of the Spectator 
is divided betwixt Fear and Pleafure. But the Show always 
ended with Balls and certain Dances in Mafquerade ; the 
Diverfion of the Multitude, whofe diforderly, noify Mirth 
fnifh’d the Demontftrations of their Applaufe. 
Tu Sincerity and good Correfpondence of thefe People 
anfwered all the Hopes of Cortez. The Nobles were friend- 
ly and refpectful, and the common People paflionately 
fond, and fubmiflively obedient. Cortez exprefsid a grate- 
ful Senfe of their Affection for him, commended their 
Diverfions, careffing fome, ahd honouring others with equal 
Confidence and Satisfaction. The Captains aflifted him in 
the gaining of Friends by their Courtefy and Prefents ; and 
even the meaneft Soldiers endeavoured to make themfelves 
loy’d, by fharing generoufly with the Tlafcalans the Jewels 
and Spoils they had brought from the Battle. But in the 
Spring-time (as I may fay) of this Felicity, an Accident 
happened which gave a damp to all their Joy. For the 
Wound which Cortez, had receiv'd in his Head, and which 
was ill cured, appeared afrefh with bad Symptoms ; and 
the over-much Exercife he had ufed on thefe Days of Re- 
joicing, occafion’d an Inflammation in his Brain, with 2 ftrong 
Fever; which reduced him to fuch a Condition, that his Life 
was thought to be in danger. The Spaniards looked on 
this unhappy Accident, as what threatned no lefs than the 


Lofs of their Lives and Fortunes ; but the Concern of the 
‘ | B Isidans 
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Indians was more remarkable, as being lefs expected ; for 
they no fooner heard of ‘his Ilnefs, ‘but laying afide all 
their Mirth, they fell into the other Extreme of an incon- 
folable Grief. ( 3 
Tue Nobles, full of Anxiety and Sorrow, were conti- 
nually enquiring after the Teu/e, a Name which» we ‘have 
before obferved they gave to their Demigods, or almoft 
Deities. The common People came in Troops to be- 
wail his Lofs, fo ‘that the Spaniards ‘were obliged to «de- 
ceive them with the hopes of his mending, in’ order to 
keep them at a diftance, that they might not difturb Cor- 
tez, with their Cries and Lamentations. ‘“Flte Senate’ fent 
for all the ‘beft Phyficians’ of their Country, ~vhofe Skil 
confifted in the Knowledge ahd Choice of Medicinal 
Herbs, which they apply’d ‘with ‘a’ wonderful Difcern- 
ment of ‘their Virtues and Effects, vatying~ the Medi- 
cine according ‘to the Condition and different ‘Turns of 
the Diftemper, ‘and to them’ he: was ‘entirely beholden for 
his Cure: For making‘ufe’at firft of wholefome cooling 
Simples, to correct the Inflammation, and’ mitigate the 
Pain, which occafioned the Fever, they proceeded, \ by de- 
grees, to apply others ‘proper to ripen’ and ‘heal the: Wound, 
with’fo ‘much? Skill-ahd' good Fortune, thatj-in a ‘little 
time, they’ reftored ‘him to his petfeét{Healthi * las 
~Ler the rational Phyfician Jaugh’at Empirigks; “tis: cer- 
tain, however, “that the firft' Knowledge of Phyfick-was from 
Experience :' and in a Counrry entirely'unacquainted wath 
‘Natural Philofophy, ‘which fearchés out ‘Caufes -by  Eftedts, 
‘it*was ‘no {mall ‘matter ‘to find fo great''a Progréfs made.in 
the Knowledge ‘of Nature. ~The'News of Chis ‘Recovery 
‘was’ ‘celebrated’ with’ 'frefh Rejoicings, «and Hernan’ Cortez, 
had’ further Experience ‘ofthe Affections of the'T/afcalans : 
Andhis Head ‘being now at’ liberty for Thowsht, “he refund 
‘his’high Defigns, forming! néw Plahs “to avoid the Inconye- 
‘niencés, and ‘remove he Difficulsies awhich “ardended his 
“Undertaking ; “‘an ‘inward “War -6f Objections Vand Soli- 
‘tions, “the end ‘of which “was “to teesiicile Pitidence with 
“Magnanimity. 3 Doelg Desi ot liey x4 doment-19v0 ofl 
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Gives an Account that the-Province of Tepeaca 
had taken up Arms. Embaffadors arrive at 
Tlafcalla from Mexico. A Con[piracy; car- 
ried on by Xicotencal the Younger, againfe rhe 
Spaniards, is difcovered.. 6 od vw 
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ee 


eS 


& =» Condition of Affairs at Vera Cruz, the Prefervation 
woe iy of that Place being the: principal Bafis and Eoun- 
dation of his new Projects: He therefore wrote to Rodrigo 
Rangel, whom he had appointed -Lieutenane in that, Go- 
vernment, under Gonzalo de? Sandoval ; and. quickly e- 
‘ceived an Anfwer by the extraordinary Diligence .of ;:tlie 
Couriers of that Country, importing, That nothing new 
had happened either in the Garrifon,’ or onthe! Coaft, to 
give him any Concern; That Narvaez, and Salvatierra 
wete in fafe Cuftody ; and That the Soldiers were pleated, 
and kindly treated: the Zempoalans, Totonaques, and ,orher 
“Confederate Nations, adhering with great \Fidelity and 
-Friendfhip to the Terms oftheir Alliance. : b'noqasrd iets 
Bu at the fame time he acquainted him,:| that the; Cor- 
“poral and eight Soldiers, ‘who went to. Flafcala‘for..the 
“Gold: belonging , to the Garrifon, were notiretturned and 
“thar if the Report, current ‘among ithe Jndsans, was tye, 
of their having been murdered in the Province of, Lepea- 
ca, it.wasto be feared, that the wounded Soldiexs:',of 
"Narvaez, who remained behind in Zempoala,  hadjmet 
“with the fame Fate ; ‘for'as faft sasi(theyorecovered,, they 
‘marched away in little Troops, being-extremely.defirgus 
“to arrive at Mexico, which they confidered.as the ,Gentre 
“of wall their Wealth and Profperity. This Mistorcune,my¢h 
“afflicted Cortez, becaufe “he had téckon’d upon the Rein- 
forcement of thofe Soldiers, whofe Number; /» according,,.to 
“Antonio de Herrera, amounted to above :fifty 5 .and,allow- 


ing it lefs, as Bernal Diaz del Caftillo writes, yes MBSEBE 
oaks “Lofs 
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Lofs very gtéat upon this Occafion, and in a Country where 
one Spaniard was of more Value than a thoufand Indians. 
Upon this, Cortez, enquir'd among his Tlafcalan Friends, 
who confirm’d the Report of Rangel; and faid, They had 
conceal’d it from him, left fuch bad News might have been 
a Hindrarice to his Recovery. 

It is mott certain, thar the eight Soldiers who went from 
Vera Cruz, artivd at Tlafcala, and left again that Place, in or- 
der to return with their Share of the Gold, at a time when 
they began to fufpect the Fidelity of the Province of Te- 
peaca, which, with feveral othets, had fubmitted in the firft 
March to Mexico; and that both the one and the other Party 
had been maffacred by the People of that Province, appear'd 
afterwatds vety evidently, by their calling in the Mexican 
ee to fupport their Treafon : which made it abfolutely 
neceflary to fubdue thofe Rebels, and drive the Enemy to 
a greater diftance. Nor did this Defign admit of any De- 
lay, becaufe the Situation of that Province cut off the 
Communication between Mexico and Vera Cruz,; and it 
was neceffary to open that Paflage, before they could un- 
dertake any thing of Importance : Neverthelefs Hernan 
Cortez, deferr'd to ask of the Republick the Affiftance of their 
Forces; becaufe he was informed at the fame time, that 
the Tepeacans had fome days before made an Inroad into 
the Country of Llafcala, plundering, and deftroying fome 
Settlements on the Frontiers; and made no queftion but 
the Tlafcalans would apply themfelves to him, as it fhortly 
after happen’d : For the Senate came to 4 Refolution to 
chaftife the Infolence of that Nation, and to endeavour 
interefting the Spamards in the War, as equally exafpe- 
rated sy injur'd by the Death of their Companions. The 
Affair took the Turn that Cortez wifh'd; and he fo ma- 
See Matters as to grant, what he was under a neceffity of 
asking. 

rT; She happen’d afterwards another Accident, which gave 
the Spaniards treth Difquiet: For there came Advice from 
Gualipar, that three or four Embafladors fent by the New 
Emperor of Mexico to the Republick of Tlafcala were atriv’d 
on the Frontiers, where they ftay’d, expecting Leave to pro- 
ceed to the City. The Tlafcalans deliberated upon the Matter 
with fome Admiration, and without being ignorant that the ~ 
Negotiations of a powerful Enemy, were to be regarded as 
difguisd Menaces: Bur tho’ they verily believ'd the Embafly 

was 
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was defign’d againft the Spamards, and were fully refolvd, 
not to forfake the Defence of their Friends on any account, 
they decreed to admit the Embafladors; that at leaft they 
might have the Advantage arifing from this Acknowledg- 
ment of their Equality : a Condefcenfion very unufual, and 
little agreeing with the Pride of the Mexican Princes; and 
fome fay, it was inferted in the Decree, provided it be with 
the Approbation of Cortez;; for the Embafladors were con- 
ducted publickly to their Audience: And throughout this 
whole Tranfaction, there was not the leait Pretence to {us 
pect the Sincerity of the Tlafcalans. 

Tuey made their Entry with great Solemnity and Splen- 
dor, the Tamenes in good Order went at the Head ot the 
Proceffion, with the Prefents, confifting of fome Pieces of 
Gold and Silver, fine Cotton Cloaths, Plumes, and other 
Curiofities, with feveral Loads of Salt, a Merchandize very 
much prizd and coveted in thofe Parts. The Embaffadors 
carry’d_ the Enfigns of Peace in their hands, and were richly 
adorn’d with Jewels, and accompany’d by a numerous Train 
of Friends and Servants; wherein they imagin’d that they dif- 
playd the Grandeur of their Prince: And fometimes in- 
deed, a vain Oftentation of Power 1s of ufe in an Embafly ; 
and by prepoffefling the Eye, impofes on the Ear. The Se- 
nate receiv’d them at their Tribunal, and were neither de- 
ficient, nor exceflive in point of Ceremony ; being jealous 
of the Rights belonging to their Sovereignty, and but ill 
concealing their Difguft, under the appearance of Cl- 
vility. 

As TER naming the Emperor of Mexico with profound 
Submiflion, the Embafladors made an Offer of Peace, and 
perpetual Alliance between the two Nations, Freedom of 
Commerce, and Communication of Interefts, on condition 
they would immediately make War upon the Spaniards ; 
and, taking Advantage of their Security, deftroy them at 
once: But they could not proceed in their Difcourfe, be- 
ing interrupted by a confusd Rumour, occafion’d by the 
Senate’s difapproving what they faid ; and. by Marks of a 
Difpleafure, which they were not able to conceal, and which 
broke out into diforderly and inconfiderate Expreflions. 
But one of the antient Senators reprefented to them the 
Indecency of this Procedure, contraty to Cuftom and Rea- 
fon; and obtain’d, that the Embafladors :fhould retire to 


their Lodging, and there expect the Refolution of the Re- 
| G) | publick : 
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publick: Which being done, they conferrd among them-, 
{élves, and without ftaying to put it to the Vote, they all 
agreed in what fome had already declar'd thro’ Inadver- 
tency, though they foften’d the Exprefhions of their Refufal, 
and Anger gave way to Civility.) After their firft Heat was 
over, they then concluded to fend three or four Deputies 
with the Senate’s Anfwer to the Embafladors; which con- 
tain’d in fubftance, That the Republick would admit the 
Peace with all poffible Refpect, provided the Conditions 
were feafonable, and confiftent with the Intereft and Ho- 
nour of both Nations: But that the Tlafcalans were’ re- 
ligious Obfervers of the Laws of Hofpitality, and were not 
usd to betray thofe who confided in them; that they va- 
lu’d themfelves upon accounting that impoflible which was 
unlawful ; and for diving into the Truth of things, not un- 
derftanding the ufe of falfe Pretences, or how to paliiate 
Treafon by giving it fome other Name. But the Embafladors 
did not ftay long enough to receive this Anfwer; for, find- 
ing their Propofition fo ill receiv’d, they immediately made 
off; and the Hafte and Fear wherewith they retir'd, were 
equal to the Gravity that diftinguifh’d their Entry: And it 
was not thought<proper to ftop them, for it being reposted 
in Tlafeala, that they came to folicit a War againft the 
Spaniards, there was Reafon to apprehend fome popular 
Infurrection, which might break thro’ the Privileges of Em- 
bafladors, and the Refpect due to the Senate. + % 
Tuoucu this Defign of the Mexicans was deteated, 
to the great Satisfaction of the Spaniards, it was attended 
with an Inconveniency, which created a farther Uneafinets : 
For Xicotencal the younger conceal’d his Opinion in. the 
Senate, voting with the reft, either becaufe he was afraid 
of tle Difpleafure of fome of his Friends, or out of Re- 
fpeét to his Father; neverthelefs this Embafly gave him. a 
handle, to {catter among his Friends and Followers, the: 
Poifon which abounded in his Heart, on the Subyect of this 
Peace propos'd ‘by the Mexicans; not that it was his In- 
clination, or Intereft, bur to cover the Scandal of his Envy 
and evil Defigns with a fpecious Pretence. The Mexscan 
Emperor, faid he, whofe formidable Power obliges us al- 
ways to be in Aims, engae’d in the perpetual Misfortune 
of a défenfive Wat, offers us his Friendthip, without any 
other Condition than the Death of the Spaniards ; in-which 
he only propofes, what we ought to execute ourfelves for 
our 
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our own: Intereft and Prefervation: For. tho’ we fhould: for- 
give thefe Strangers their Intention to.deftroy our Religion, 
can. it be deny’d, that they endeavour to change our very 
Laws. and Form of Government, by converting into a -Mo- 
natchy this venerable Republick of the Flafcalans; and. re- 
ducing us under the deteftable Dominion, of an Emperor; 
a Yoke fo heavy and oppreflive, that it grieves us to fee: it, 
even upon the Necks of our Enemies’ He wanted)no 
Eloquence to fet off his Opinion, nor Refolution to exe- 
cure his Defigns: And though fome of his Friends endea- 
vour'd to difluade him from entertaining fuch Thoughts ; 
yet as he had the Reputation of a good Soldier, it,was 
very much to be feard, that he wou'd engage a formidable 
Party in a Country where Courage was efteem’d a Mark of 
Reafon: But their Love of the Spaniards was {o fixed in 
their Hearts that he gain'd but few, and the Matter was dif- 
coverd to the Magiftrates. It was debated in the Senate 
with all the Serioufnefs that an Affair of fo much Im- 
portance requird ; and NXicotencal the Father was fummon’d 
to the Conference, nor did the Delinquent’s near Relation 
to him make them in the leaft {ufpeét his Conftancy, or his 
Juftice. . wy 

Tuey all condemn’d him as a feditious Perfon, who 
endeavour'd to difturb the publick Peace, difgrace the Re- 
folutions of the Senate, and deftroy the Credit of his Na- 
tion. Some were inclin’d.to punith his Crime.with Death ; 
and his Father was one of thofe who moft. ftrenuoully pro- 
moted that Sentence, condemning ‘the Treafon of his Son, 
like an unbyafsd Judge, and true Father of his Country. 

Tue honourable Conftancy of this blind Old Man {0 
wrought on the Minds of the Senators, that out of regard 
to him, they mitigated the Rigour of the Sentence, and 
concluded on a milder Punifhment; for they orderd him 
to be brought Prifoner to the Senate, and after reprimand- 
ing his Infolence with the utmoft Severity, they took from 
him the General’s Staff, and depriv’d him of his Command 
in the Army, -and all Privileges belonging 19 it, by the Ce- 
remony of flinging him down the Stairs of | the Tribunal : 
the Ignominy of this Degradation obligd hipi, an few days, 


to apply himéelf with all the Demonftrations of a true 
Reconciliation to Cortez, at whofe Interceflion he was fe- 
ftor'd to his Honours, and the Favour of jhis Father ; tho’ 
afer fome little time, the Root of his wicked IpSHEt ons 
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began to fprout out a fecond time in freth Diforders, which 
coft him his Life; as we fhall fee in the proper Place. 
Each of thefe Accidents might have producd fatal Contfe- 

uences, but the Perfidy of Xicotencal did not come to the 
knowledge of Cortez, till the bad Effects of it were pre- 
vented, and the Crime punifh’d; and the ill Succefs of the 
Mexican Embaffadors gave Satisfaction to the moft dif- 
truftful: Both Adventures affording new Proofs of the 
Fidelity of the Tlafcalans; which in a People fo little 
civiliz’d, and when the Spamiards were at that diftance from 
all human Means to fupport themfelves, may pafs for a Mi- 
racle; at leaft it was then look’d upon as an Effect which 
could not be accounted for by inferior Caufes. 
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Cortez marches into the Province of ‘Tepeaca, 
where he defeats the Rebels; who, [upported 
by the Mexicans, | offer'd Battle to the Spa- 
niards: He, afterwards, takes their City, 
auhich he fortifies, and calls by the Name of 
Segura de la Frontera. : 


“ HILST young Xicotencal was with great Satisfaction 
W&? affembling the Troops of the Republick, for the 
SE? War of Tepeaca, and endeavouring by his extra- 
ty Diligence, to blor out the Remembrance of ‘his 
Treachery, Cortez, was employ'd in convincing his own 
People, of the Neceflity they lay under of chaftizing the 
Indians of Tepeaca; reprefenting to them, the Rebellion 
of thofe Traytors, and the Death of fo many Spamards; 
with what other Motives could incite them to Compaflion 
and Revenge. But they did nor all agree in the Neceflity 
of this Expedition, and more efpecially, the Troops of 
Narbaez, very ftrenuoufly oppos'd it: The remembrance 
of their paft Fatigues made them ardently defire Repofe, 
and 
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and figh after their Pofleffions in the Ifle of Cuba, exciaim- 
ing againft the War as unprofitable, and infifting upon the 
Return of the Army to Vera Cruz, in order to folli- 
cite Reinforcements from Santo Domingo and jamaica, 
and refume their Enterprize with lefs Danger; not that 
they had any fuch Defign in reality, but defired only 
to get nearer to the Sea, where they imagin’d their 
Clamours and Difobedience would be better {upported ; 
and they carried their Boldnefs fo far, as to give the Ge- 
neral a Proteftation in form, containing Motives rather in- 


folent than fubftantial, and where the Pretence of the Pub- - 


lick Good, and the Service of the King, ferv’d as a Cover 
to their Fear and Bafenefs. 

Cortez was the more fenfibly concerned at their In- 
folence, as happening at a time when his Enemies at Te- 
peaca had pofletfed themfelves of the Road to Vera Cruz, 
which it was impoffible to pafs, without making that War, 
which the Mutineers refufed. He ordered them to be af- 
{embled, and ftood in need of all his Moderation, to keep 
within Bounds upon this Occafion. It is difhcult for a Man 
of a generous Spirit to difflemble a perfonal Injury ; but 
where Reafon itfelf is outraged by Caprice or Brutality, it 
is the utmoft Tryal of Patience in a Man of Sentfe. 

He thanked them, as well as he could, for the Care they 
took of the Prefervation of the Army, and without lo- 
fing time with laying before them the Reafons which ob- 
liged them nor to fail in their Engagements to the Tlaf- 
calans, hazarding the Lofs of their Friendfhip, and leav- 
ing the Treafon of the Zepeacans unpunifhed, he made 
ufe of Motives, proportioned to the Capacities of Men, 
who were not to be affected by thofe which were more 
convincing ; and only told them, That as the Enemies 
had feized the Pafles of the Mountains, they could not a- 
void engaging with them before they recovered the Plain : 
That to go alone upon this Expedition, would be the Lofs 
of the Army, or at leaft would hazard it without any 
manner of Reafon: That there was no demanding Suc- 
cour from the Tlafcalans, nor would they give any to 
make good a Retreat undertaken contrary to their Incli- 
nation ; but promifing them, upon his Word of Honour, 
that after the rebellious Province was fubdued, and the 
Paflage of the Road open (in order to which, the Repub- 


lick would affift with all their Forces) all, who were not 
D | willing 
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willing to follow his Fortune, fhould have free liberty! to 
depart. Thus he induced them:to. ferve ‘inothis| War, by 
letting them know they were: not in) a Condition. to form 
any other Defigns : Upon this he immediately. gave Or- 
ders for the’ Expedition of Tepeaca, and: tor che: prefent 
quieted the Mutineers. partaCk slant 1) Ta : 
~ Cortez drew out eight Thoufand choice Tlafealans, 
divided into Troops according to their Cuftom, command? 
ed by Captains, of whofe Valour he had made proof in 
his Engagements with the Mexicans, and left toi ‘his new 
Friend Xicotencal the Care of bringing up the reftiof the 
Tlafcalan Forces. After haying drawn up his Men, he 
number’d four hundred and twenty Spaniards, including the 
Officers, and fixteen Horfe. The Foot, : for: the moft part, 
were armed with Pikes; Swords, and Targets, fome> Crofs- 
Bows, and a few Fire-Arms ; for the want of Powder obliged 
them to leave the reft with» Magifcatzim The ‘Army 
marched with the Acclamations of the People, the Flafca- 
lan Soldiers fhowed a Chearfulnets which prefaged. Victory, 
and were all infpird with the Defire of (Revenge! © They 


halted that Day in a Village of the Enemy’s, three Leagues 


from Tlafcala, and five from Tepeaca, the capital Town, 
which gave the Name to the Province. On the firft fight 
of the Army the Inhabicants of the Village fled, and the 
advanced Guard could only take fix or feven Peafants, who 
met with good Treatment thac Night among the Spamards, 
much againft the Will of the Tlafcalans, who would have 
given thema different Entertainment. In the Morning the 
General ordered them to be brought before him, and en- 
couraging them by fome Prefents, fet them at liberey, or 
deting them, for the Good of their Country, to acquaint 
the Caziques and principal Men of Tepeaca, That he was 
come with an Army to revenge the Deaths of thofe Spaniards, 
whom they had fo treacheroufly killed; as likewife their Re- 
volt, contrary to the Obedience they bad {worn to the King : 
but that, neverthelefs, if they would take up Arms againft 
the Mexicans, in which they fhould be affifted both 2 the 
Spaniards and Tlatcalans, be would grant a general Pardon, 
and receive them into bis Friendfhip, freeimg them from the 
Misfortunes of a War which juftly threaren'd them, and m 
which he fhouldbe obliged to treat them wth the utmoft Ri- 
Zour. | ; 
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+ Ear Indians departed wid this. Meflage, .and fome 
friendly Affurances which Marina and) Aguilar, gaye them; 
encouraging them to return, awithout sany Fear. tho’ the 
Propofals of Peace: fhould, be), rejected, ; .and..accordingly 
ahey return’d the next day accompanied by two Mexicans, 
who came in the nature of, Spies, left the... Tepeacans 
fiould make any Alteration in the Expreflions,of their refu- 
fal, which was rude and infolent, wz, That they did not de- 
Gre Peace, and would not, long delay, to take the) Field an 
fearch of their Enemies, whom they,-would, carry bound to 
¢he Altas.of their Gods... To.\;which, they added: other. in- 
jurious Terms and Threats, as People.who depended upon 
the Numbers of their Troops. But.Coxtez not fatisfied with 
this Anfwer; made, them-a\fecond, Ofer for. his. greater 
Juttification; wherein he prosefted,, That ‘if. they did not 
accept the Conditions he, propofed, he would deftroy 
thenr withe Fire and Sword! as,Traitors..to, his..King ; and 
‘that all» who furviv’d, fhould: be . Slaves to. the.Conque- 
rors. ‘This: the Interpreters notified. to the Enyoys, and 
alfo gave them a Copy of the fame in Writing; not that 
they could read it, but that, fo fevere’a Meflage committed 
to Paper; might redouble, their Fear + for as they oreatly 
wonder'd-at the Myftety of writing, and choughe it alrogerher 
-fupernatural for the Spamards to talk and, underftand each 
other at a diftance, Cortez; had .a mind. to, {trike the Eye 
swith that which fo. much furpriz’d them,.and to give them 
Terror by the way of Wonder. But this Artifice feryd to 
little purpofe ; forthe fecond Anfwer was. more infolent 
than the firft, and at the fame time came an Account 
‘that the Enemy’s Army was marching with great diligence. 
Hernan Cortez, refoly’dto meet them,.and fo foon as he 
had put his Men in order, began his March without ftay- 
ing either to inftruct or animate them; for the Spanzards 
were well acquainted with the Indian manner ot Fighting, 
and the Tlafcalans were fo defirous to engage, thar the 
reatett difficulry was to hinder them from falling on. 

Tur Enemy lay in Ambuth in fome Fields of Maiz; 
which grows very thick in that fertile Country, and might 
have turn’d to their Advantage, had they ufed more Precau- 
tion; but their own natural Impatience difcoyerd them at 
a diftance, and the Vant-Guard fent the General an 
“Account of it fo feafonably, that they had, time to 


prepare, and drew near the Ambufeade in good DERG 
; tho’ 
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tho’ feemingly after a carelefs manner.’ Cortez, found ir 
neceffary to extend his Batallions, in order to’ fecure his 
Rear, after which he began the Engagement ; and the ew#- 
cans, who were placd in the Van, found themfelves at- 
rack’d on all Sides juft as they were preparing to fall on 
their Adverfary’s Rear. The very firft Charge put them 
into Contufion, and all who could not faye themfelves by 
Flight, were cut to pieces. Cortez, continu’d advancing 
in good Order, and as the Arrows and miflive. Weapons 
of the Jndians loft their Force among the Canes of Maiz, 
the Spaniards made a terrible carnage with their Swords 
and Pikes. The Enemies rallied, and {tood a fecond Attack 
with the utmoft Obftinacy; notwithftanding which, Victory 
quickly declard for the Spaniards, for the Mexicans gave 
way, and quitted not only the Field, but the whole Country, 
feeking Refuge among fome others of their Confederates ; 
the Tepeacans followd their Example retiring in the 
fame diforder, and were {o intimidated, that the very fame 
Night they fent fome Deputies, and offer’d to furrender 
their City, begging Quarter, and abandoning themfelves 
to the Difcretion and Clemency of the Conqueror. 

In this Engagement the Enemy loft the greateft part of 
their Troops, abundance were taken Prifonets, and the 
Booty was very confiderable. The Tlafcalans behav'd them- 
{elves valiantly, and what was more extraordinary, were fo 
obfervant of Orders, and fo much better difciplin’d than 
formerly, that they only loft two or three Men. The Spa- 
niards loft one Horfe, and were {ome of them wounded, but 
fo flightly, that they did not quit their Poft: The day fol- 
lowing, Cortez, march’d into the City, and both the Civil 
and Military Officers, with all the common People, pre- 
fented themfelves before-him without Arms, appearing like 
Criminals, and acknowledging their Guilt both by their 
Looks and Silence. 

W nen they drew near, they humbled themfelves be- 
tore him with their Faces to the very Ground, and Cortez, 
was oblig’d to encourage them before they had the Bold- 
 nefsto lift up their Eyes. He order'd his Interpreters to 
proclaim King Charles with a loud Voice, and a Sane 
Pardon in his Name ; which was no fooner done, than the 
Indians \aid afide their Fear, and both by Words and 
Aétions declar’d their Joy. The Tlafcalans were order'd to 
quarter without the Town, as haying been more ac- 

ia cuftom’d 
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cuftom’d to treat their Enemies ill than to obey Orders. 
Hernan. Cortez, and the Spaniards lodgd in the City with 
all the Caution: that was neceflary, till they were fully con- 
vincd of the Sincerity of the Indians; tox in reality the 
Mexicans had pufh’d them, on to, murther the Spaniards, 
and afterwards to take up Arms. - 

Tue People of Tepeaca were now fo mortified for having 
ut themfelves a fecond ‘time under the intolerable Yoak of 
the Mexicars, who tho’ they came as Friends, ufurp’d a Power 
over their Eftates, their Honours, and their very Lives, that 
they requefted Cortez. to take their City under his Pro- 
rection; of which Opportunity he made ufe, to build a 
Fortrefs in the place, in order to keep them in Obe- 
dience ; but his chief View was to fecure the Paflage to 
Vera Cruz, for which this place lay very convenient, 
and being naturally ftrong, was eafily made defenfible by 
Art. They drew a Trench round the City, which they 
palifadoed, inclofing thofe parts of the Hill where ic 
was of eafieft acce(s, and in the higheft part they rais’d 
a Work of fome Strength like a Caftle, which was efteen’d 
a {ufficient Security againft any accident thar could happen 
in the Wars of that Country. The Work was fo vigoroutly 
ply’d by the Inhabitants and their Neighbours, that they put 
it in a condition of Defence in few days. Cortez left there 
a Gatrifon of fome Spanifh Soldiers, calling it Segura 
de la Frontera ; and this was the fecond Settlement of 
the Spaniards in the Mexican Empire. 

Bur firft, that they might be the lefs embaraffed in this 
Work, they fent all their Prifoners, under a ftrong Guard 
to Tlafcala, to be fold for Slaves; a piece of Inhumanicy, 
which was begun in the Iflands, to ftrike a Terror into the 
rebel Indians. _We do not mention this, as if its having 
been practis'd before were any Juftification Of it;,, On tie 
contrary, we think him who imitates a bad Action, as blame- 
able as the Man who firft fet the Example. 

Bur it was not long before the Emperor put a {top to 
this Abufe, with a fevere Reprimand, notwithftanding it 
was reprefented to him in the moft favourable Light, and 
fupported by all the Arguments thar could poflibly be 
urg’d, to prove Slavery, among Chriftians, lawlul. It was 
a Point which occafion’d long Difputes, but this rruly reli- 
gious and compaflionate Prince leaving Controverfies to 
Divines, ordered the Indians to be fet at liberty a a 
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the Law of Arms would permivit ;\ that inthe mean time, 
they fhould be treated as’ Prifoners of War, and) nor as 
Slaves. A Refolution worthy of a great King, whetein: he 
equally difplay’d his Prudence and his Piety; for as. iv 
would not have confifted with good Politicks to» leffen 
the Number of his Subjects by augmenting that of: his 
Slaves, fo neither would it become the Gatholick Reli- 
gion, by permitting the ufe of Chains and! Whips, to difcre- 
dit a Caufe fo ftrongly fupported by Reafon. | 


Hernan Cortez fends feveral Captains to re- 
duce fome rebellious Towns, and goes himfelf 
to Guacachula againft an Army of Mexi- 
cans drawn together to defend their Frontiers. 


3 HE Spaniards had not long taken up their Quar- 
«TI ters in Tepeaca, when Xicotencal arriv’d with the 
reft of his Troops, which, as fomie fay, incteas’d 
the Auxiliary Army of the Tlafcalans to fifty thoufand 
Men. It was neceflary, in order to quiet the Minds of 
the Tepeacans, who were jealous of fuch a Neighbourhood, 
to give the Troops employment; and Hernan Cortez, know- 
ing that three or four Places of that Province, fupported 
by the Mexicans, held out againft him, fent feveral Cap- 
tains, attended each of them by twenty or thirty Spaniards, 
and a confiderable Body of Tlafcalans, with Orders to en- 
deayour the Reduction of the Rebels by gentle Means, 
and if thefe prov’d ineffectual, to chaftifé ‘Rei Obftinacy. 
They met with refiftance from all, and were oblig’d to 
make ufe of Force, but compafs'd their Defign without the 
lofs of a Man, and the Captains return’d victorious, ha- 
ving fubyeéted the rebel Towns, and overthrown the Mexi- 
cans, who being broken and terrified, fled to the other 
fide of the Mountains. The Booty they gain’d in the chafe 
of their Enemies, and in the feditious Towns, was very 

: rich 
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rich and;abundant in all kinds. The Prifoners exceeded 
the’ Number of the Conquerors 5, ‘tis faid. they made above 
two thoufand in the Town of Tecamachalco, where the Pu- 
nifhment fell heavy, that: being the Place where the Spa- 
niards were murthered;,and now they were no longer called 
Prifoners, but Captives, till being expos'd to Sale, they loft 
that, Name, and. were /deliverd over into Perfonal Slave- 
ry, by receiving in their Faces the cruel Marks of a mifera- 
ble Servitude. 

Axsour this time, according to the Accounts they had 
fome little while after, died the Emperor who fucceeded 


Motezwwna, who, as we have faid, was called 9 wetlavaca, . 


Lord of Jetapalapa ; upon which the Electors aflembled, 
and: conferr’d the Inveftirure of the Empire on Guatimozun, 
Nephew and Son-in-law to Motezuma. He was a young 
Man: about twenty five Years old, of fo much Spirit and 
Vigilance, that contraty to the manner of his Predeceffor, 
he entirely gave himfelf up to the Care of the Publick, 
being defirous immediately to thew the Advantages of Go- 
vernment when placd in proper Hands. He knew what 
the Spamards were doing in the Province of Tepeaca, and 
forefeeing the Defigns they might form when aflifted by 
the united Forces of the Tlafcalans and other neighbouring 
Provinces, he began to have thofe reafonable apprehenfions 
which are neceflary to prudent Meatures. 

He made thofe Difpofitions which greatly recommend- 
ed the beginnings of his Reign ; he encourag’d the Soldiers 
with Rewards and Privileges, and gaind the applaufe of 
the People, by freeing them from all Tributes fo long as 
the War fhould laft. He ingratiated himfelf with the No- 
bility, by admitting them into his Prefence, and by mode- 
rating that excefs. of Adoration to which his Predeceflors 
endeavourd to raife the Refpect of the People. He made 
Prefents to the Caziques on the Frontiers, exhorting them 
to Fidelity, and the Defence of their Governments; and 
that they might not have reafon to complain that he left 
the whole load of the War upon them, he fent an Army of 
thirty thoufand Men for their Support and Encouragement. 
But notwithftanding thefe Preparations of the Mexican 
Emperor, thofe who are envious of the Glory of our Na- 
tion, are fo void of Shame, as to maintain that we engag’d 
with Brutes, void of Reafon, who only aflembled to give 
way to the Wiles and Artifices, rather than the Courage and 


Conftancy of the Spantards. — CORTEZ 
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Correz receiv’d an Account that this Army was upon 
the Frontiers, which was confirm’d by three or four No- 
bles, fent by the Cazique of Guacachula, a populous war- 
like City, fituate on the Road to Mexico, and a Place, 
which the new Emperor looked on as one of the Ramparts 
of his Empire. They came to requeft Succour againft the 
Mexicans, complaining of their Violences and Oppret- 
{ions, and offering to take up Arms againft them fo foon as 
the Spaniards thould come within fight of their Town. They 
made the Undertaking appear eafy and juft, faying, thar 
their Cazique ought to be affifted as a Vaflal of the King 
of Spain, being one of — thofe who promis’d Obedience 
to him in the Affembly of the Nobility called together by 
the Orders of Motezuma. Cortez, ask’d them what Force 
the Enemy had in thofe’ Parts ? they told him twenty Thou- 
{and in the Diftriét of their City, and ten Thoufand more 
in another City call’d Yzucan, four Leagues from them, 
but that in Guacachula and its Dependencies, they could 
raife a very confiderable Number of Men courageous and 
provok’d, who would be glad of the Opportunity to take 
up Arms. Cortez examin’d them very carefully, asking 
divers Queftions, that he might difcover the Intentions of 
their Cazique, and they gave fo good an account of them- 3 
felves, as fully perfuaded him of their Sincerity: and tho’ 
he fhould have had fome remaining fufpicion, he would at 
that time have diflembled it; for m cafe the Treaty could 
not have been depended on, it was neverthelefs neceflary 
to drive away the Enemy, and fubject the Frontier Towns, 
before the Mexicans came with a greater Force to defend 
them. | | 

Correz apply'd himfelf fo carneftly to this Enterprize, 
that the very fame Day he form’d an Army of three Hun- 
dred Spaniards, twelve or thirteen Horfe, and above 
thirty Thoufand Tlafcalans, under the Command of 
Colonel Chriffopher de Olid; and after he had made the 
Difpofition, he fo quickly put ic in Execution, that the 
Army march’d next Morning : they carry'd the Envoys fent 
from Guacachula with them, and had Orders to advance 
with Circumf{petion till they came near the City ; and in 
cafe they fufpeéted any Treachery, to endeavour engaging 
the Mexicans in {ome advantageous Poft, and breaking 
them before they attack’d the Town. 


THEY 
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TueEy all march’ on very chearful and courageous, tll 
at fix Leagues from Lepeaca and almoft at the fame diftance 
from Guacachula, (where the Army made a halt) they found 
it rumour'd among the Peafants of the Country, bur without 
any good foundation, that the Emperor of Mexico was on 
the March with his whole Force to relieve thofe Cities. 
The Soldiers of Narbaez, believd the Report, and fo 
multiplyd the Enemy’s Forces in their Imagination, that 
without harkning to Reafon, or obeying Orders, they 
plainly and infolently protefted, that they would march 
no farther: So that Chriftopher de Olid grew angry, and 
in a contemptuous manner bid them return, threatning 
them with the Difpleafure of Cortez, fince they were not 
touch’d with the Difhonour of their Retreat: But as he 
was preparing to profecute his March without them, there 
happen’d a new Accident, which, if ir did nor alto- 
gether fhake his Conftancy, yet rifqud the Succefs of the 
Expedition. 

Tuey faw feveral Bodies of arm’d Men defcending from 
the Tops of the neighbouring Mountains, and advancing with 
more than ordinary Diligence ; and Chriftopher de Olid be- 
lieving the Mexicans were coming to attack him, he im- 
mediately drew up his Men in Order: In which he acted 
rightly, for exceflive Care never yet did Hurt in an Army, 
But fome Horfe, whom he had fent before to gain In- 
telligence, return’d with an Account, that it was the Ca- 
zique of Guaxozingo, with others of his confederate Ca- 
ziques, who were come to affit the Spaniards in their 
War againft the Mexicans; who had already ravag’d their 
Frontiers, and threaten’d their Dominions. Upon this, 
Olid order’d their Troops to halt, and the Caziques to 
come before him; which was prefently done: Bur that 
which fhould have given them all-entire Satisfaction, oc- 
cafion’d a fecond Uneafinefs in the Soldiers; it began 
among the Tlafcalans, and prefently infected the Spa- 
niards: For they both declard, that thofe People were 
not to be trufted, that their Friendfhip was feign’d, and 
that they were fent by the Mexicans, to ferve them, by 
falling on the Spaniards during the Engagement. Chrifto- 
pher de Olid heard them, and without enquiring futhci- 
ently into the Matter, enter’d too lightly into their Suf- 
picions, prefently feiz’d the Caziques, and fent them 
away to Tepeaca, for Cortez, to determine nT ae 

them. 
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them : An inconfiderate Action, by which he ran the rifque 
of raifing a Difturbance between his own People, and 
thofe who really came as Friends. The latter however con- 
tind in their Poft, notwithftanding they found they were 
diftrutted, declaring themfelves fatisfy’d to have the Master 
referrd to Cortez,; and the Spantards did not dare to difturb 
them, becaufe they had fent an Account of the matter, and 
were oblig’d to ftay for Orders. 

Tue Prifoners in a very fhort time were brought before 
Cortez, complaining with a good deal of Reafon of Chri- 
ftopher de Olid; faying, they were not fo much concern’d 
at the Difgrace offerd to: their Perfons, as at the Sufpicion 
of their Fidelity. Cortez, heard them with great Benignity, 
and ordering their Irons to be taken off, endeayourd to fatisty 
them, and to regain their good Opinion ; for he found:in 
them all the Marks that, ufually diftinguifh Truth from 
Deceit. But upon further Confideration, he found it 
would be neceflary to catty on this Enterprize in Per- 
fon; the Diftruft which his /zdian Allies had of each other, 
and the Uneafinefs among the Spaniards, feeming to 
threaten fome. fatal Event. He prefently prepar’d for 
his Journey, and leaving in Charge with the Magittrates 
of Juftice the, Government of his new Settlement, he 
fer out with the Caziques, and a {mall Efcere, with fach 
Diligence, and. fo eager a Defite to remove all Im- 
pediments to the Undertaking, that in few hours he came 
up with the Army. Every body was.pleasd with his Pre- 
fence ; Things look’d after another manner; and the Storm 
that. was beginning to, gather, difpersd. He) reprimanded 
Chriftopher de Olid, not for fending him an Account of the 
accident, fince, he was fo near; but. for difcovering his Jea- 
loufy by the Imprifonment of the Caziques. And having 
join'd all the Forces, without any further delay he march’d on 
to Guacachula, ordering the Envoys from that City to go and 
inform. their Cazique, where he was, and what Forces he had 
brought along with him ;. not. that he ftood in need:of 
any. Offers from, him, but that he might not treat thofe 
as Enemies, whom he. defird by gentle Means to reduce, 
and: preferve-in his Intereft. aban ing, ait 

Tue Mexicans were pofted on the farther fide of the City ; 
but on the firft Notice from their Centinels,< they advanced 
with fo much Speed, that by the ‘time the ‘Spamards came 
within Mufquet-thot, they had form’ditheir Army, and pof- 
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fefs'd themfelves of the Road, with an Intention to try their 
Strength under Cover of the Town: The Victory was 
vigoroufly difputed, the Mexicans not only defending 
themfelves, but adyancing upon their Enemies, with all 
the figns of a Refolution to maintain their Ground to the 
utmoft: When the Cazique of Guacachula \aid hold of 
this Occafion, to give a Proof of his Fidelity, falling on 
their Rear, and at the fame time, affaulting them from 
the Walls with fuch good Order and Bravery, as much 
facilitated the Victory: And in a little more than half 
an Hour the Mexicans were entirely defeated, there being 
but few who were not either kill’d or wounded. 7 
Hernan Correz quarterd his Spaniards within 
the City; and without the Walls, the Tlafcalans with the 
teft of the Confederates, whofe Number continually in- 
creasd: for on the Report of his carrying on that War in 
Perfon, feveral other Caziques. who had fubmitted to the 
King of Spaim, came with their Troops to ferve under 
his Command; and his Army was fo much augmence- 
ed, that, according to his own Relation, he came to 
Guacachula with above One Hundred and Twenty Thou- 
fand Men. He thank’d the Cazique, and the Soldiers of 
the Country, giving them intitely the Glory of the Succets ; 
and they in return offerd to march with him to Yzucan, 
not without an Opinion of their being neceflary, on ac- 
count of the Knowledge they had of the Country, ‘and 
the Proofs they had given of their Valour. The Mex- 
cans had in that Town, as the Cazique reported, above 
Ten Thoufand Men in Garrifon, befides thofe who had 
efcap’d from the Battle. The Inhabitants, with all the Peafants 
of the Diftri@, were under a Neceffity of declaring againtt 
the Spaniards. The Place was ftrong by Nature, and im- 
provid by Walls and Rayelines, which ftopp’d the Paflages 
between the Mountains: before it ran a River which out 
Army was oblig’d to pals : and News came, that the Enemy 
had broke the Bridge, in order to difpute the Paflage. All 
thefe Circumftances were fufficient to make them look upon 
this Enterprize as no inconfiderable one, and advance with 
their whole Force. Gi 
CHRISTOPHER DE OLID was commanded: with the 
Van-guard to pafs the River, and’tho’ he was opposd by the 
oreateft part of the Enemy's Troops, he threw hinifelf into 


the Water, and gain’d the oppotite Shore ; advancing a 
fe) 
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fo much Refolution, and fo little Fear of Danger, that they 
kil?’d his Horfe under him, and wounded him in the 7) igh : 
but the Enemy fled to the City, which they thought to de- 
fend; for they had turn’d out all the ufeleis Men, Women, 
and Children, referving Three Thoufand refolute Peafants 
and Provifions for many days. The condition of the Walls, 
and the number of the Defendants, ftruck the Eyes of the 
Befiegers, and made them conclude, that the Affaule 
would coft them a great many Lives; but the Army 
had fcarce pafsd the River, and receivd Orders for the 
Attack, when at once the Cries of the Enemy ceafed, and 
the whole Garrifon difappear'd. Cortez, might have fuf- 
pected fome Stratagem, if at the fame time he had not 
difcoverd the flight of the Mexicans towards the Moun- 
tains; he detach’d fome Companies of Spaniards and the 
greate(t part of the Tlafcalans to purfue them, and 
notwithftanding the Enemy had the fteepnefs of the Hills 
to affift them, they were broken in fo {mall a time, that 
they fcarce had leifure to face about. The City was fo 
entirely forfaken by the Inhabitants, that they only found 
three or four of them among the Prifoners, by whofe 
means Cortez cndeavourd to bring back the rett, fend- 
ing them to the Woods, whither the People were retir’d 
with their Families, to offer them a Pardon in the name 
of the King, and good Treatment to all fuch as would 
return to their Houfes; which fo prevailed, that moft 
laid hold of the Opportunity, and returned the fame 
day: Cortez, ftay’d there two or three days, that they 
might recover from their Fears and fubmit, after the 
Example of Guacachula. At the fame time he difmifs'd 
the Troops of the Caziques who were in Amity with him, 
dividing with them the Spoil of both Actions, and then 
returned to Tepeaca with the Spaniards and Tlafcalans ; 
having freed the Frontiers from the Mexican Troops, reduc’'d 
thofe Cities of Importance to his Obedience, experiencd 
the Affection of his Confederates, and difappointed the new 
Emperor of Mexico in his firft Defigns; which are gene- 
rally obferved as Prognofticks of the reft of a new Reign, 
and either animate, or difcourage the Subjects, according 
to their good or ill Succefs. 

Bernat Diaz DEL Castitxo will not allow that 
Cortez, was in this Expedition; but it may be doubted 
whether his view in denying it be not to excufe himfelf, 
> arn for 
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for having ftay'd in Segura de la Frontera,.as he contefles a 
little before; or elfe he has been carried away by his Incli- 
nation to contradict Francifco Lopez. de Gomara in this, as 
he doth in every thing elfe : for all other Writers affirm 
what we relate. And Hernan Cortez, hinfelf, in his Letter 


to the Emperor, dated the 30th of Odfober, 1520. declares 


the Motives which obliged him to follow the Army. , lam 
forry there is any occafion to contradict the Author whom 
I follow; but. it would have been a Faule inconfiftent 
with the Care of Cortez, if he had not appeared in Perfon 
with the Troops, at a time when there were fuch Jealouties 
among his.own Soldiers, fuch  Gomplaints among his Con- 
federates, and fo. much Infolence in, the Troops of .Nar- 
baez,; when, Chriftopher de Olid. bimfelf, who commanded 
them, inclined to countenance their Sufpicions ; and all 
together endangerd the Succets ef fo important an Af- 
fair. Bernal Diaz, muft excufe me ; lie may have wrote 
according to his Opinion in. this. cafe; norwithftanding 
which, I muft believe it more likely for him to forget; than 
that fo much Neglect. could juftly, be imputed to a Man 
of his General's Vigilance, wan AO 
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Hernan Cortez makes fome Preparations for 
the Enterprize of Mexico; be accidentally 
receives a Reinforcement of Spaniards, re- 
turns to Tiafcala, and finds Magifcatzin 
dead. cae 
886 Ortez, was no fooner atrived at Tepeaca, now call'd 


ACE Segura de la Frontera, but he received an Account 
ACF that his Friend Magifcatzin was at the point of 
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Father Bartolomé de Olmedo to take cate of his Soul, by en- 
deavyouring to bring him into the Catholick Church. When: 
this Religious Man came to him, he was almoft'{pent witli 
the Violence of his Diftemper, but very fenfible, and well dif 
pofed to receive new Impreflions; for he was difpleafed with 
his own Religious Rites, and the Multiplicity of his Gods, 
and found fewer Objections againft the Religion of the Spa- 
niards, as being more conformable to natural Reafon, and 
he feem’d to be blind rather for want of Light, than through 
any Defect in his Eyes. Father Bartolomé had but little 
trouble in perfuading him, becaufe he found him {enfible of 
his Errors, and defirous to be fer right: So that he had only 
occafion to inftruct him, and ufe fome Exhoittations, in order 
to touch his Heart, and beget a Tranquillity in his Soul. 
In a\very little time he with great earneftnefs defired Bap- 
tifm, and received it with entire Faith, beftowing the {mall 
Remainder of his Life in fervent Reflections. on his Hap- 
pinefs, and in exhorting his Sons to quit their Idolatry, 
and obey his Friend Hernan Cortez, endeavouring by alk 
means the Prefetvation of the Spaniards, which they fhould 
look upon as their own Inrereft, for that he forefaw they. 
would gain the Dominion of thofe Countries. Perhaps he was 
infpired, tho’ he might likewife, from what had happened, 
have formed an Opinion, which People afterwards im- 
provd into a Prophecy. There is no doubr but God te- 

watded him with that extraordinary Call and Difpofition of 
Mind, for what he had acted in favour of the Chriftians, as 

he had made him the principal Inftrument of thofe frequent 
Succours, for which they ftood indebted to the Republick of 
Tlafcala. He was a Man of moral Virtues, and of fo great a 

Capacity, that he came to be the firft Man of the Senate, 
and in a manner governed all their Refolutions: for all 
gave way to his Authority and good Underftanding ; and 
he knew how to manage his credit with all the Mode- 
ration becoming a Member of that Free State. Hernan 

Cortez was extremely concern’d at his Death, and in a 
manner inconfolable for the Lofs, not only of a Friend, 
but an able Director of his Defigns, and one who had 
perfectly eftablifhed him in the Friendfhip and Refpeét of 
the whole Republick. But Heaven, which always feemed 
careful to {upport the General under his Misfortunes, fa- 

youred him at that time with a Reinforcement, which 

mitigated his Grief, and raifed his Hopes. r 

A 


A Snip of moderate Burden arrtived at S?. Fian de 
‘VUlea, and brought thirteen Spanifh Soldiers, two Horfes, 
and fome Provifions and Ammunition, which Diego. Ve- 
lafques {ent to Pamphilo de Narbaez,, taking it for granted 
that all the Conquefts in that Country were his own, and 
the Troops of Cortez, at his Devotion. Their Commander 
was Pedro de Barba, the fame who was Governour of. the 
Havana, when Hernan Cortez, failed from the Ifle of 
Guba, having by his Friendthip efcaped the laft Snares that 
were laid to {top his Voyage. Pedro Cavallero, who com- 
manded on the Coaft, no fooner difcovered the Veflel, 
but he went out in a Boat to reconnoitre : He faluted the 
new Comers with great Civility, and having found, by 
the very refpectful manner with which Pedro de Barba 
enquired after Pamphilo de Narbaez, the Defign of their 
coming, anfwered him withour the leaft hefitation, 
That he was not only in good Health, but in great Pro- 
fperity, all thofe Countrys Fash fubmitted to him, and 
that Cortez, with fome of his People, was fled to the Moun- 
gains. ‘Vf this Turn can’t be defended from the Reproach 
of being an Untruth, yet at leaft Cavallero deferyes to be 
commended for his Readinefs of Thought, which induced 
them to. land without the leaft Diftruft, and go to Vera 
Cruz, where they difcovered the Deceit, and found them- 
felves Prifoners to Cortez,; Pedro de Barba commending 
the Stratagem of Cavallero: for in reality he was not forry 
to find his Friend in fo good a Condition. . 

Tuey were carry’d up to Segura de la Frontera, and 
Hernan Cortez, fhowed a particular Satisfaction at the 
happy Arrival of more Spamards, with the agreeable 
Circumftance of receiving this Succour from the hands of 
his Enemy. He treated Pedro de Barba very kindly, and 
gave him a Company of Crofs-Bows, upon the Confidence 
he had in his Friendthip: He alfo diftributed fome Gifts 
among the Soldiers, upon which they agreed to ferve un- 
der his Command. He afterwards read the Letter privately 
which Pedro de Barba brought for Narbaex. In_ which 
Diego Velafques, fuppofing him Mafter of all thofe Con- 
queits, gave him Orders to maintain himfelf there at 
all adventures ; for which end he promifed him very pow- 
erful Succours: and laftly, told him, that if Cortez, was 
not dead, he fhould immediately fend him away with a 
fufficient Guard; for that he had received exprefs Dies 
: rom 
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from the Bifhop of Burgos to fend him Prifoner to Court : 
and the Confequence of this Order would have been~ an 
Arreft. without Appeal, had the Affair been left to that 
Prelate, who was an Enemy to Cortez, and who, from 
the great pains he took to favour Diego Velafques, gave 
caufe to fear, that he meant to make an Example of Cortez 
in the moft publick manner, and to difguife a particular 
Revenge under the Appearance of Juftice. - Abour seight 
Days after arrived a fecond Veflel with another Reinforce- 
ment for Pamphilo de INarbaez, which Pedro Cavalera 
(eid after the fame manner: She brought eight Soldiers 
and a Mare, with a confiderable Quantity of Arms and 
Ammaunition, under the Command of Captain Rodrigo 
Morejon de Lobera; they all immediately went to Segura, 
and lifted themfelves as the others had done before them: 
Thefe Succours came by a way fo unlooked for, thae 
Hernan Cortez, confidered them as good Omens, and 
Forerunners of future Succefs. . ater 
Bur at the fame time his Thoughts were employed 
about the Preparations for his Enterprize. | He had already 
refolved upon the Conqueft of Mexico; and the. great 
Numbers of Allies by which he found hinafelf fupported. 
in his laft Expedition, confirmed. his Refolution : Bur the 
Paflage of the Lake was the grand and unavoidable Difts 
culty, and gave him great Concern ; for after the Enemy 
had once found out the Secret of breaking the Bridges of 
the Caufeways, there was no depending upon portable 
Bridges, which were only to be ufed when they » were 
pinched in Time; wherefore he began to think of building 
twelve or thirteen Brigantines, which fhould be able to tre- 
Gt the Indian Canoes, and tranfport his Troops to the Citys 
which he propofed to carry in pieces on the Shoulders. of 
the Indian Tamenes for fourteen or fifteen Leagues at leaft 
of very bad Way over the Mountains of Flafcala, to a River 
near the Lake. He hada very lively Imagination, and Mas 
naturally an Enemy to thofe lazy Spirics who fancy difficult 
things to be impothble. OI 
He communicated his thoughts to Martin Lopez, on 
whofe Ingenuity and great Abilities he depended for the 
compafling this important Defign ; and finding he did not 
only approve of it, but alfo undertook to execute it with 
eafe, he fent him before to Tlafcala, with all the Spawifh 
Soldiers who had any skill in the Carpenter's Trade, in 
order 
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order to begin the Work, with a fuficient number of 
Indians to cut Wood, or do any other Service for which 
there a be occafion. Atthe fame time he order’d the 
Iron-work and Rigging, and whatever had been prefery’d 
out of the Ships that were funk, to be brought up from 
Vera Cruz; and having obferved, that thofe Mountains 
produced Trees which afford a kind of Rofin, he drew out 
{uch a quantity as was neceflary for the careening of his 
Barks. 

H £ was in want of Powder, but foon found means to 
make very good ; fending to fearch for Sulphur, (of whofe 
Ufle the Indians were utterly ignorant) in the Volcano dif- 
coverd by Diego de Ordaz, for he beliewd they could not 
fail of finding it there ; and {ome Spanifh Soldiers, among 
whom they name Fuan de Laet a Montano, anda Mefa be- 
longing to the Artillery, offer’d themfelves for the Ser- 
vice, and in fine, return’d wich as much Sulphur as was 
wanted. Cortez, was every where, and over-{aw all that 
was done ; fo far from being fatigued, that the Pains he took 
rather feen’d a Refrefhment. 

Wuewn this Affair was over, he began to think of 
returning to Tlafcala, to haften as much as he could the 
Preparations for his Expedition ; and before he went, he 
left his Inftructions with the new Council of Segura, and 
appointed Captain Francifco de Orozco Commander of the 
Garrifon, with about twenty Spanif/h Soldiers, and the Militia 
of the Country at his difpofal. 

He refolyd to enter the City in Mourning for the Death 
of Magifcatzin, for which end both he and his Captains 
coverd their Arms with the Manufacture of the Country 
dyed black. They made their Entry without any other 
Pomp, than that of good Order, and profound Silence ob- 
ferv'd among the Soldiers, which help’d to declare their 
General’s Grief. Both Nobles and Commonalty receiv’d 
this Demonftration of Concern with great Applaute ; for 
they all refpected the deceafed as the Father of their Coun- 
try: and tho’ there is no doubt but that Cortez, was fincere- 
ly affected with the lofs which he very often lamented, and 
had reafon fo to do, yet it is likely he had a farther View in 
putting on Mourning, which was to gain the Affections ot 
the People. 

T 1 Senate had not fill’d up the Place of Magijcat- 


zin, (who, as one of the Caziques of the Republick, had 
H covernd 
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govern'd the ptincipal .Divifion of the City) dhat Cortez, 
might elect a Perfon to fucceed him, or thar they migle 
act according \to his Opinion jin their Choice : (Cortez; confi- 
dering the refpect due to the Memory of the deceafed, 
recommended his eldeft ‘Son, and fo order’d: matters, chat 
he was unanimoufly chofen. He was a young Man of 
Judgment and Courage, and of fo ‘much Spirit, that he 
mounted the Tribunal without Surprize or being at a lofs 
in matters of Government ; and finally, he gave fuch Proofs 
of his Capacity in the mofteffential Point, that in a little 
time he earneftly defird Baptifm, and receivid it with pub- 
lick Solemnity, taking upon him the Name of Don Lo- 
renzo de Magifcatzin: a wonderful Ettect of the Arguments 
he had heard Father Bartolome de Olmedo employ in the 
Converfion of his Father, which having meditated and di- 
gefted, he came by degtees toa Senfe of his Error. At 
this time alfo the Cazuque of Yaucan was baptized, a 
Youth who came to Tlafcala with the Enfigns of his new 
Command, and to thank Cortez, for having determined a 
Suit in his Favour, which had been commenced againtt 
him by his Relations concerning the Inheritance of his 
Father. For now every one confulted Cortez, both Ca- 
ziques and particular Perfons, referring all their Differences 
to tie and receiving his Decifions as inviolable Laws. So 
much did they refpect him, and fo great an Opinion had 
they of his Equity. 

Tue Noife which thefe Converfions made in the 
Town, awaken’d old Xicotencal, who tho’ diflatisfied with 
the Abfurdities of Gentilifm, was grown old in Error, 
and had a Levity in his Difpofition, which would not let 
him adhere to any Refolution; a Failing natural to old 
Age : but the Example of Magifcatzin, a Man equal to 
him in Authority, and his Converfion to the Catholick 
Religion at the point of Death, had fuch an Effect 
as to open the Eyes of his Underftanding, and induce him 
to receive Baprifm with a publick Deteftation of his Er- 
rors. In truth it does not appear, thar the Gofpel could 
poflibly have been in a fairer way to make a Progrefs in this 
Country, the Nobles and wifeft Men of the Republick, 
whofe Opinion govern’d all the reft, being converted to 
the Catholick Faith: but the Circumftances of thefe times — 
did not allow the Spamards to give their Application 

to it. Hernan Cortez, was wholly taken up with ma- 


king 
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king Difpofitions for his Enterprize, Father Bartolomé de 
Olmedo wanted Fellow-Labourers, and both were of opini- 
on, that they could not attempt introducing Religion with 
any Succefs till they had fubdued the Mexicans, ‘and efta- 
blith'd Peace, which they look’d upon as previoufly ne- 
ceflary to fettle the warlike Spirits of the Ti lafcalans, and 
fit them for the reception of the Gofpel. The great Af 
fait therefore was for the prefent laid afide, Examples grew 
rate, and the People continued in their Idolatry. "T'was 
poflible whilft the Army remain’d thete, they might have 
reap'd the firft Fruits at leaft of fuch a favourable opportuni- 
ty: Butthe continual alarms and tumours of War at this time, 
poftponing all Attention to other things, and it fometimes 
happening, that the Maxims of Violence are better attend- 
ed to when Reafon is filent, I don’t find that they made, 
or even endeavourd any other Converfions. 


CHAP. VI. 


A frefh Succour of Spanith Soldiers arrives at 
the Army. The Men who came with Narbaez 
ave importunate for their Difcharge and Re- 
turn to Guba. Hernan Cortez draws up a 
fecond Relation of his Expedition, and dif: 
patches new Envoys to the Emperor CharlesV. 


‘(ee Ortez, complain’d with fome warmth of Francifco de 
tL CW Garay, for that knowing very well the Progrefs 
@Y*S he had made in the Empire of Mexico, he did not- 
withftanding endeayour to make a Conqueft and Settle- 
ment in the Province of Panuco ; but fuch a happy afcen- 
dant had the Fortune of Cortez, over that of his Rivals, 
that as Diego de Velafquez, furnifh’d him with Succours the 
fame way by which he intended to deftroy him and fupport 
Pamphilo de Narbaez,, fo the meafures which Garay had ta- 
ken to ufurp fome part of his Government, turn’d likewife 

to 
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to his advantage. We have already related, how Garay 
was repuls'd from Panuco when Cortez, was with his Troops 
at Zempoala ; notwithftanding which, he refolv’d to purfue 
his Enterprize, and had prepard another Fleet, with a 
greatel number of Soldiers, commanded by all his. bett 
Officers : But the fecond Expedition was as unfortunate as 
the firtt; for the Spaniards were no {ooner landed, but they 
met with fuch a gallant Refiftance from the Indians, that 
they were glad to retreat to their Ships in the utmoft dif- 
order; and being wholly intent how to- avoid, the prefent 
Danger, put to sea without obferving the fame Courfe. 
They. were feparated for fome days, and without knowing 
any thing of each other’s Defign, they arrivd almoft all at 
the {ame time on the Coaft of Vera Cruz, where they 
agreed to ferve under Cortez, without any other motive 
than that of his great Reputation. 

Tuis Succour was look’d upon ‘as fent from Heaven : 
for tho’ it be certain that the Confufion and Unskilfulnefs 
of the Soldiers and Sailors might help to difperfe thefe 
Veffels, and abandon them to the meicy of the Winds, 
which forcd them on the Coaft where they were fo much 
wanted; yet their coming fo opportunely, and after {fo 
many Misfortunes, to augment the Troops of Cortez, is 
an Event worthy of particular Reflection; for fuch a chain 
of lucky Accidents is not wont to be attributed, or very 
rarely, to meer Chance. BY 

Tue firft Ship that arriv'd, was commanded by Captain 
Camargo, and had on board fixty Spanifh Soldiers ; a lit- 
tle after came another with fifty choice Soldiers and feven 
Horfes, commanded by Captain Miguel Diaz de Au, 
Gentleman of Arragon, who had fo fignaliz’d himfelf on all 
occafions, that his Perfon alone was efteem’d a very great 
Succour; and laftly, tho’ fomewhar late, arrivd the 
Velfel commanded by Captain Ramirez, with above forty 
Soldiers, ten Horfes, and great abundance of Provifions 
and Arms. They all landed, and the firft without ftaying 
for the reft, made the beft of their way to Tlafcala, lea- 
ving an Example to their Fellows to take the fame 
Rout, which they all did with entire Satisfaction. ~ For 
the great Advances made by Cortez, in New-Spain, had 
made fuch a noife over all the Iflands, that the Soldiers 
were eafily led whither they thought Wealth and Profperity 

invited them. 1 ONS 
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Tuts Succour confiderably augmented the Number of 
the Spamiards, and infpired them with frefh Hopes: The 
Soldiers received the New-Comers with Acclamations of 
Joy; they embraced each: other as Friends of a long Ac- 
quaintance, without any other Tye than that of coming 
from the fame Country; and Cortez him(elf, forgetting the 
Gravity of a General, was tran{ported with Joy, but at the 
fame time did not forget to return thanks to God, attribu- 
ting to him and tothe Juftice of his Caufe, all thefe 
furprizing Events. 

-Notwirustanpine this good Fortune, he could not 
quiet the Soldiers of Narbaez, who were importunate 
with him for leave to return to the Ifle of Cuba; they put 
him in mind of his Promife, and he could nor deny but 
that they went upon the Expedition to Tepeaca on that 
Condition: for which reafon, he was not willing to enter 
into any new Difputes with them, and the rather, becaufe he 
found his Troops augmented with Soldiers better difci- 
plind, and did not think it a proper time to march at 
the Head of unwilling Mutineers, who would be fure to 
fhew uneafinefs on every Fatigue, and be always railing at 
the Enterprize, pernicious in the Camp, and ufelefs upon 
Occafions, deceiving their General, with the appearance of 
Soldiers in the Review, and yet of no fervice. 

For thefe Reafons therefore he ordered proclamation to 
be made, That whoever had a mind to return home, was 
free to go, and fhould be furnifhed with Veffels, and every 
thing elfe that was necefjary. The greateft part of the Sol- 
diers of Narbaez, made ufe of the Opportunity, but fome 
ftay'd out of a Point of Honour. Bernal Diaz, takes no 
notice of the Names of thofe who ftay'd, but tedioutly 
enumerates almoft all who went, defrauding the firft of 
the Honour that was their due, and wafting his time in 
difgracing the laft; whereas, it would have been much more 
reafonable to have forgotten thofe who fhowed fo little regard 
to their Reputation: But what deferves to be remarked, is, 
that Andres de Duero,who appeared on feveral Occafions fo 
much attached to the Intereft of Cortez, was one of thofe who 
retired ; and altho’ there be no account of the reafon of this 
Separation, we may very well believe there was but little Sin- 
cerity in the Pretences, with which he colour'd his Retreat; 
fince we find him fhortly after making ufe of all his In- 


tereft at the Court in favour of Diego Velafques. If there 
I was 
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was any Mifunderftanding between Cortez, and him, which 
might give occafion for this Breach, Reafon mufthave been on 
Cortezss fide ; irnot being likely that it could be pleaded in 
behalf ofa Man who fhowed as little regard to that, as he did 
to his Reputation, by not only leaving his Friend engaged in 
an Enterprize of fo much Honour and Danger, but withall ta- 
king upon him a Commiflion by which he was obliged either 
bafely to act againft his own Sentiments, or to yield his Un- 
derftanding a Slave to an unreafonable Paffion. 

Hernan Correz having now got rid of thefe Mu- 
tineers, whom Alvarado had the care of conducting to the 
Veffels, began to confider of the time neceflary to be 
employed in building the Brigantines. He difpatched new 
Orders to the Confederates to hold themfelves ready to 
march upon the firft notice, directing the Quantity of Pro- 
vifions and Arms they were to provide, according to the 
Number of their Troops: And at his leifure Hours he 
wrote an Account of all the Particulars of the Conquett, 
to be fent to the Emperor ; defigning to equip a Veflel, 
and fend new Agents, who might haften the Difpatch of 
the former, or give him notice of the Condition his Affairs 
were in at the Court of Spain, his Uncertainty therein be- 
ing now one of his greateft Difquiets. 

Cortez drew up this Account in form of a Letter, 
and repeating every thing of importance in the Difpatches 
he fent the Year before by the Captains Portocarrero and 
Montexo, he gave his Majefty a taichful Relation of all 
his Adventures, both profperous and unfortunate, from 
the time he marched out of Zempoala, and by his Courage 
and Conduct made his triumphant Entry into the Capital 
City of the Empire, till he was afterwards forced to re- 
treat to Tlafcala, with confiderable Lofs. He alfo ac- 
quainted him with how much Security he was able to 
maintain himfelf in that Province, together with the Number 
of Spaniards that had augmented his Troops, and the great 
Contederacies he had made with divers Indian Nations, 
for renewing the War againft the Mexicans. He exprefled, 
with a noble and generous Confidence, the Hope he had 
of reducing to his Majefty’s Obedience all that new 
World, whofe Bounds to the North were unknown even 
to the Natives. He enlarged upon the Riches of that Em- 
pire, the Fertility of the Soil, and the Wealth of the fe- 
veral Princes. He highly extoll’d the Valour and Con- 
{tancy 
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ftancy of the Spaniards, and the Affection and Fidelity 
of the Llafcalans: With relation to himfelf, he left it to 
his Actions to {peak for him; and yet, without exceeding 
the Bounds of Modefty, he gave fome ftrokes to the 
reputation of the Conqueft, that fet in its true light the 
Glory of the Conqueror. He defired {peedy  Juttice 
again{t the unfair Proceedings of Diego Velafques, and 
Francifco de Garay, and made prefling Inftances for an im- 
mediate Succour of Soldiers, Horfes, Arms, and ‘other 
warlike Provifions. He reprefented in yer ftronger Terms 
the Neceflity of fending fome Ecclefiafticks and Regulars 
of approved Virtue, to aflift Father Olmedo in the conver- 
fion of the Jndians, giving an‘account that fome of the 
chief among them were already baptized, and that in the 
reft there was fuch a kind of difpofition to receive the 
Truth, as gave great hopes of its making a confiderable 
progrefs. This was the Subftance of the Letter he at that 
time wrote to the Emperor, laying before his Mayefty 
every thing thar had pafled, without forgetting any confi- 
derable Circumftance ; all which he exprefled in’-proper 
and. well-chofen Terms, according to the Eloquence of 
that Age; and it may be a queftion whether they were not 
more agreeable than thofe now in ufe, to that Character of 
Nature and Simplicity, which becomes the Style of Letters. 
At the fame time it muft be confefled, he was fomewhat 
miftaken in the Names of Towns and Provinces, which 
being altogether new, could not be exactly pronounced, 
or faithfully rendered upon Paper. 

Bernat Diaz DEL CastILLo reports, that the General 
fent thefe Difpatches by the Captains Alonzo de Mendoza 
and Diego de Ordaz,; and tho’ Antomio de Herrera men- 
tions only the firft, it is not probable that he would entruft 
an affair of fo much confequence to one Perfon alone, 
when Prudence required him to provide againft the Acci- 
dents of fo long a Voyage. His private Inftructions to 
them was, That before they difcovered their Commiffion, or 
made any declaration of their being fent by him, they flould 


firft find out Ins Father, and the two Agents who were fent 


the Year before, and jointly carry on their Negotiation, ac- 
cording as the Condition of his Affairs fhould require. He 
remitted alfo a fecond Prefent for the Emperor, confiiting 
of Gold and other Curiofities which had been preferved 


at Tlafcala, to which the Soldiers alfo contributed, and were 
upon 
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upon this occafion very liberal of their little Subftance ; 
adding moreover the Booty acquired in the Expeditions 
of Tepeaca and Guacachula: a Prefent lets rich than the 
former, but more deferving to be priz’d, as being ama{s'd 
in the midft of their Difgraces, and confequently to be 
regarded as the Remains after thofe Lofles whereot Cortez 
had given a faithful account in his Letter. : 

Tue General thought it proper at the fame time, that 
the two Councils of Vera Cruz, and Segura de la Frontera 
fhould write to his Majefty, as being the Government in 
that Country. They in their Letters follicited for the 
fame Affiftance, declaring, That they thought themfelves 
boundin duty to. reprefent to his Mayefiy, how much it im- 
ported to maintain Hernan Cortez im bis Poft of Captain- 
General; for as the Beginning of this great Work was wholly 
owing to his Valour and Conduct, it would be no eafy matter 
io find any other Head or Hands capable of bringing it to 
perfection; and in this they fincerely delivered their Opinions, 
and what they thought moft advantageous for the Service. in 
that Conjuncture. Bernal Diaz, fauh, that Hernan Cortez 
faw thofe Letters, infinuating as if he had defired that 
Sollicitation in his favour: It is very probable he did fee 
them, but it is likewife certain, that thofe Letters contained 
fuch Truths as did not ftand in need of any Flattery of 
Exaggeration. Diaz, complains likewife, that the Soldiers 
were not permitted to write apart in the Name of their 
whole Corps, not that he differed in his Sentiments from 
the Councils (for he declares the contrary more than once) 
but as the Subject-Matter was the Prefervation of his Ge- 
neral, he defired to join his Opinion with the reft, and 
to give him his afliftance on this occafion, as in truth he 
bravely did in War. Let it pafs for Ambition of Glory, a 
Vice that ought to be pardoned in Men of merit, and ap- 
pears very much like Virtue in a Soldier. 

Orpvaz and Mendoza embarked on board one of the 
Veffels, which arrived a little before at Vera Cruz, with 
every thing neceflary for fuch a Voyage ; and foon after 
Cortez, refolved to freight another Veflel, and difpatch 
the Captains Alonfo Davila and Francifco Alvarez, Chico 
with Letters for the Regulars of St. Zerome, who prefided 
in the Royal Audience of Santo Domingo, the only one 
at that time in thofe Countries, and whofe Jurifdiction ex- 
tended over all the Iflands, as well as the new Difcoveries 
on 
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on the Main Land. He communicated to them the Account 


he had fent to the Emperor, and defired their fpeedy At 
fiftance towards the Enterprize in which he was engaged ; 
as alfo that they would put a ftop to the vexatious Pro- 
ceedings of Velafques and Garay. Tho’ thefe Minifters 
were convinced of the Juftice of his Demands, and ad- 
mired his Conftancy and Valour, yet the Ifland of Santo 
Domingo was not at that time in a Condition to part either 
with Men or Provifions: But they approved of every thing 
he had done, and offered to fupport the Juftice of his 
Pretenfions with the Emperor, and {ollicit fuch Succours as 
were neceflary for an Affair of fo great importance, and 
fo far advanced ; taking upon themfelyes the Care to 
check the Efforts of his two Rivals, by very ftrict and re- 
peated Orders. And to this effect they anfwered his Let- 
ters, fending back his Envoys with good Words, but with- 
out the Succours he defired. But before I proceed in the 
farther account of this Conqueft, and while the building 
of the Brigantines, and other Preparations for the Rerurn 
to Mexico, ate carried on with the utmoft diligence; it 
will be proper to go back to the two firft Envoys of 
Cortez, and fee in what Condition the Affairs of Nezw- 
Spain were at the Emperor's Court: the Reader cannot but 
defire to be informed therein, and fuch an Account may be 
reckoned among thofe neceflary Digreflions permitted to 
an Hiftorian, as they contribute to the’ perfection of his 
Work, withouc deftroying its proportion, 
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The Envoys of Hernan Cortez arrive in Spain, 
and pafs on to Medellin, where they continue 
till the Troubles of the Kingdom are over ; 
after which, they go to the Court, and pre- 
vail to have the Bifbop of Burgos fet afide 
from being a Fudge in the Caufe of Cortez. 


iertag © lett Martin Cortez, with the? two fir Envoys 

of his Son, Alonfo Hernandez, Portocarréro and 
Francifco de Montexo,in the wretched Employ- 
exes ment -of following the Regency, and waiting 
in the Antichambers ‘of ‘the Minifters; fo far from being 
admitted to. audience,: that not daring to importune them 
with .any Requetts, they only preéfented théinfelves' in the 
Throng. as they pafled by, andowere forced to content 
themfelves with receiving the! a¢cidental’ Glance Of ‘an 
Eye ; the comfortlefs notice taken of thofe, who having 
all the Juftice in the world on their fide, are yet afraid to 
ruin their Pretenfions, by advancing them unfeafonably. 
The Emperor, as we have already obferved, gave them a 
very favourable hearing; and tho’ he was difgufted with 
the Infolence and the Attemiptsof fome Towns of Spain, 
which endeavoured to oppofe his Voyage to Germany, by 
irreverent Protefts, little lefs indeed than Threats ; yet he 
found fufhcient time to inform “himfelf very exadtly of 
all that pafled in New-Spain, and to judge ‘what might 


be expected from the Enterprize. id. made himfelf 


Mafter of the whole Affair, nor difdaining to ask queftions 
upon many points, it being no ways unbecoming Ma- 
jefty to receive from a Subject tho Helps that ferve to 
explain an Affair; nor fhould a King always go. to Coun- 
cil full of doubts, The Emperor prefently difcoverd the 
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great Advantages which might be’ expe@ed from fuch 
wonderful Beginnings: and the Idea he at that time 
formed of the Merit of Cortez, helped -extreniely to re- 
commend him to his Favour, as he was naturally inclined 
to value extraordinary Men. 

Tue Affairs of the Kingdom, and the fudden Depar- 
ture of the Emperor, did not permit him to come ‘to any 
fixed Refolution ina Matter wherein fo many Ditficulties 
were raisd; as well by the Agents of Velafqnes, as by fome 
Minifters who were in fecret intelligence wich them, and 
fupported them. But when the Day of his embarkation 
came, which was the 20th of (ay, 1520. his Majefty did in 
a particular manner recommend (the Examination of the 
Affair of Cortez; to Gardinal Adriano, Governor of the 
Kingdom sinchis vabfence. The Cardinal was ‘very fin- 
cerely defirous to favour his Caufe, bur asthe Infortnations 
by which he was to'govern himfelf, came’ from the Coun- 
cil. of ‘the iJedies, (where the Votes’ wete* influenced by 
the Authority and ‘Prejudice Ofte Prefident, the’ Bifhop 
of Burgos) he found: himfelf at°a lofs’-how | t6''come 
toany refolution; ‘nor was'at' an eafy ‘matter to’ af- 
{ure himfelf of making ‘a right judgment,’ while ‘the Re- 
prefentations: of Velafquez canie ‘cloathed with the’ appear- 
ance of Juftice, and the Exploits ‘of Gorrez, were difcredited 
with the name of Rebellion. / Onn) & 

Ar TER WARDS,” when! it’ was’ moft, neceflaty, there 
wanted time»to examine into the truth’ of ‘this Affair) ‘the 
Gares of the:Minifters being employed ‘tir Matters’ of the 
laft importance: Several Cities began to ftir, under pre- 
text vof corecting what ‘they called the ’Diforders of “the 


State; and ‘others follow'd ‘then to the? faine ‘Precipice, 


without examining whether chat ‘Pretext was? reafonable’ or 
not.) They ablstooked ‘on uthe ‘Ablence of the’ Emperor as 
their greatett! Misforcune, and fore béliev'd they did him 
good. fervice, sor iat leaft kepPowithin’ the Bounds: of their 
Obedience, ahiftaking «the®'Trahfports of State Zeal for 
Proofsofitheir: R efpedt and Dayo’! 0) oo y ae 


o ; 


Sit me ocommon. Pedpletdok° up Cari to juftify their 
finftcOffencé} and: fomes Gentlemen fo far? degraded them- 
felves;iias to join them ‘thro’ waHt of Uniderftanding ; a ve 
fectiiwhich: generally? effaces:ablialiofe’ Sértuiments “which 
Nobility of Blood infpites. “The gréat Letds and Minifters 
efpous'ditheCanferof Jultice, morwithftatiding ‘the Anes 
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and Dangers that attended it. In fhort, the whole King- 
dom was in confufion, and the Sovereign Authority in a 
manner ufurped by thefe Factions, in our Hiftory called 
Commumties, tho’ we know not with what reafon; for it 
could not be properly faid the Complaint was common, 
when many Cities, and almoft the whole Body of the 
Nobility aflerced the Rights of the King : However, the 
Rebels gave this Name to their Infolence, and, have been 
favour’d by Pofterity with the Title which they took to ho- 
nour their Revolt. 

Tuo’ the Account of thefe Difturbances be foreign to 
my Argument, I could not avoid touching upon them, as 
one of the Caufes that put a ftop to the good Intentions 
of the Cardinal, and croffed the Negotiations of Cortez:: 
It was indeed a very unfeafonable time to confider of new 
Enterprizes, when the Regent and Minifters were fo wholly 
employ in finding Remedies for the Evils which af 
flicted the State within doors, that thofe without made 
no fort of impreflion upon them: So that Martin Cortez 
and his Friends, fenfible of the {mall Advantages they 
reaped by their Solicitations, and of the general Diforder 
of Affairs, retired to Medellin, with a refolution to let the 
Storm blow over, and expect the Return of the Emperor, 
who was perfectly well apprized of the Affair, and had 
fhewn a difpofition to do juftice to their Pretenfions; and 
they plainly faw that his. Authority was neceflary to {ur- 
mount the Oppofition of the Bifhop of Burgos, and other - 
Impediments which arofe from the prefent Pofture of 
Affairs. | | 

Some little time after, Diego de Ordaz, and Alonfo de 
Mendoza arrived at Sevill, after a profperous Voyage ; 
and, without difcovering themfelves, or their Gommitfon, 
they took care to be informed of the State of Cortez:’s 
Affairs, a Precaution which imported no lef$ than. their 
Liberty; for they underftood, to ‘their great furprize, that 
the Commiflioners of Trade had exprefs orders from the 
Bifhop of Burgos, to ftop.and imprifon any Perfon what- 
foever, who fhould be fent from New-Spaim and to feize 
on the Gold and other Merchandize that he fhould bring 
either on his own account, or byway of Commiflion. 
Upon which, they only endeayourd to fecure their Perfons, 
and thought themfelves very happy in preferving their 
Letters and Difpatches, leaving the Prefent for the King, 
| ; with 
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with every thing elfe, in the hands of thofe Judges, and 
to be difpofed of at the pleafure of thé Bithop of Burgos. 

Tuey parted from Sevil, not without great apprehen- 
fion. of being difcovered, determining, if poilible, to find 
Out ac the. Court either Martin Cortez, or his Son’s two 
Agents, in order to get light from their Informations how 
to proceed ; but hearing on the Road that they were re- 
tired to Medellin, they went on to that Town, where their 
Arrival was welconyd with all the Demonftrations of Joy, 
which fuch wonderful. and with’d for News could in{pire. 
It was debated among them, whether it would be proper 
to carry the Difpatches of Cortez, immediately to the Car- 
dinal Regent, without delaying to inform him of fuch im- 
portant News ; but confidering the prefent Difturbances 
of the Kingdom, they thought it would be to no purpofe 
to {peak of diftant Advantages, which regarded the aug 
mentation, but not the fafety of the Monarchy: Upon 
which they refolved to continue in their Retirement, till 
Affairs fhould take another turn, and the Minifters be 
more at leifure. 

Tue Diforders of Caftile encreafed every day; for 
the Mutineers, not content to defend themfelves in 
their Rebellion, carried their Infolence fo far, as to 
plunder the Country, and lay fiege to Towns which re- 
tained their Fidelity; the Forbearance of the Government 
exciting their Ambition to become the Aggreflors. At firft 
the Minifters thought to bring them to a fenfe of their 
Duty by gentle Means and Patience ; but the Diftemper 
was too deeply rooted to allow of the flow Operation of 
fuch foft Remedies, and more efpecially becaufe the Re- 
bels imagin’d they had both Force and Juftice on their 
fide: Nor were fome Ecclefiafticks wanting, who, regard- 
le{s of their Duty, abufed the Pulpit, by preaching up Sedi- 
tion, confirming the People in their Obftinacy, and_per- 
fuading them, that to correct the Diforders of the State, 
was doing good fervice both to God and the King. Ic 
came to that pafs, that the great Lords and Gentlemen 
were obliged to take up arms to re-eftablith the Authority 
of Juftice, and to animate thofe Cities which held for 
the Emperor. And notwithftanding the Rebels had the 
temerity to bring an Army into the Field, and try their 
Strength with thofe whom they called their Enemies; yet, 


after two Rencounters, in which they loft a great nial 
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of Men, together with their Reputation, and after the Exe- 
cution of four of the principal Authors of the Sedition, 
their Pride abated, and their Forces difpersid';\ the Prudent 
and the Fimorous, both fecured themfelves as’ well as’ they 
could; the Cities return’d to their Obedience, the Tumult 
ceafed, and Reafon refumed her place. In’ fhort, 1¢ was 
but lite more than a popular Commotion, which begins 
and ends with the fame facility. | + 
Tue Account which came at that time of the Empe- 
rors return, contributed very much to reftore the publick 
Tranquillity: He gave aflurance in his Letters, that he 
would leave all other Affairs, to come where his Prefence 
was fo neceflary. This Affurance entirely fettled every 
thing, and Martin Cortez, judging it a proper time to re- 
new his Sollicitations, fet out immediately for the Court, 
with the four Commifioners from his Son; where, after 
fome. fmall Delays, they had a particular audience of the 
Cardinal Regent. They informed him in general how 
far Matters. were advanced towards the Conqueft of 
Mexico, and referred him to the Letters of Cortez, for 
the Particulars. They gave him alfo an account of the 
Orders they found at Sevill, tor imprifoning any one who 
fhould come from Cortez, and of the Seizure of the 
Prefent they had brought for the King. Upon this oeca- 
fion, they reprefented the Reafons they had to diftruft 
the Bithop of Burgos, and laftly, defired leave to except 
againft him in a legal way as a Judge, offering to make 
good the Reafons of their Exception, or fuffer the Penalty 
of their Inreverence. The Cardinal heard them with atren- 
tion, he feen’d touch’d with their Misfortune, and com- 
forted them with Promifes of a {peedy Difpatch. He 
was particularly difpleafed with the Orders given at Sevrll, 
and the Seizure of the Prefent, as being done without his 
knowledge. Whereupon, the Cardinal anfwer’d them with 
regard to their Requef concerning the Bifhop, That they 
might take their remedy againft him at Law, after the man- 
ner they thought moft proper; and that he would protect 
them from any Violence they might have reafon to fear in 
the Courfe of that Procefs: Which fufficiently animated 
them for the hazardous Undertaking of engaging in a Suit 
with a powerful Enemy; an Enterprize in which a Man ts 
in a’ manner obliged to {peak in the moft tender Terms, 
and where Fear is wont to take off a good deal from the 
Force of Reafon. WITH 
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Wits ithete ‘Encouragements, :to thope dor ‘better For- 
tune, they umarediatelyenter'd their Exception againit the 
Prefident sof the Councilof the Jediés in his own Court, 
delivering their Reafons in writing, wil) abl ithe Temper 
and Moderation neceflary. to obferve a due Refpect. But 
their Reafons were fo ftrong, and the Truth of what they 
alledged {o -well known to the other Judges, that they durft 
not deny Juftice in an Affair of that importance, and 
more efpecially on the approach of the Emperors Return, 
the Report of which was joyfully received by all who did 
not ftand in fear of his Prefence; and not only quieted 
the Minds of the People, but occafion’d his Minifters to 
act with circumfpection. Bernal Diaz, del Caftilo, and 
others who have tollowed him, treat the Bifhop too rigo- 
roufly upon this occafion: Diaz, relates what he heard, and 
the reft have copy’d it; buc the Whole of what they fay 
doth not feem credible, of fo venerable and accomplifh’d 
a Prelate. However, fome of the Articles, againft him 
were certainly proved ; as, his treating of, a Matriage be- 
tween his Niece and Diego Velafques, the fharp Expreffions 
he ufed on feveral Occafions to rhe Envoys of Cortez, 
whom he treated as Rebels and Traitors, when his Paftion 
had got the better of his Prudence. Thefe Proofs, with 
the Orders he had given in Sevill to imprifon all Perfons 
fent from Necw-Spain, which were too publick to be de- 
nyd, were thought fufficient to juftity the Recufation. 
After a full Hearing, and with the approbation of the 
Council of State and the Cardinal, the Bifhop was abfo- 
lutely forbid to interfere in any Matters between Hernan 
Cortez, and Diego Velafques ; his Orders were revoked, the 
Embargos at Sevs# taken off, and the Importance of the 
Undertaking appear'd in irs true light. The Heroick 
Actions of Cortez, which were almoft obfcured before by 
the Sufpicion of his Fidelity, were now celebrated with 
the Praifes they deferved ; and the Cardinal, by feveral 
Decrees, recommended the difpatch of the Envoys, and 
was fo fincerely defirous to forward the Affair, that even 
after he had received the news of his Exaltation to St. Pe- 
ter’s Chair, he difpatch’d fome Orders favourable to Cortez, 
as he was on the Road to embark. Whether he was. at- 
fected by the Juftice of his Caufe, or that having his Mind 
poffefsd with the Cares of the Supreme Dignity, he 
thought it his Duty to remove all Impediments to a Rite 
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queft, that was to prepare the way for the introduction 
of the Gofpel, and facilitate the Converfion of. the 
Indians; an Intereft of the Church worthy to engage the 
very firft Reflections of the Sovereign Pontiff. (ievit 


CHAP. VIL 
Concludes the Affairs of the precedent Chapter. 


wemez TE new Pope Adrian, the Sixth of that Name, 
s{ was then at Victoria, whither he went to give the 
8) neceflary Orders for relieving the Provinces of 
varre and Guipufcoa, whofe Frontiers the French had 
ravaged, in order to foment the Difturbances of Caffile: 
But the Affairs of Jtaly, and repeated Letters from Rome, 
obliged him to begin his Journey, leaving every thing 
under his charge in the beft pofture he could. Soon 
after, the Emperor arrived on the Coaft of Bifcay, and 
landing at the Port of Santander, found his Kingdoms 
almoft recovered of the domeftick Evils they had la- 
bourd under. The Storm was over, but the hollow 
Noife of the yet working Sea continu’d, as it is wont 
to do, for fome time after a Tempeft, before a fet- 
tled Calm. He thought therefore, that to chaftife fome 
of the Seditious (excepted out of the general Pardon) 
would be neceflary for the re-eftablithing of Peace and 
Juftice. He alfo found fome Remainders of another Evil 
which Spain had fufterd during his abfence ; for the 
French had unexpectedly feized upon the Kingdom of 
Navarre : and though they were beaten out, after lofing 
a Battle, together with their Reputation, and ill-gotten 
Booty, yet were ftill in poffeflion of Fontarabia; and it 
was abfolutely neceflary to re-take this Place, into which the 
Enemy were preparing to throw a powerful Reinforcement. 
But notwichftanding thefe Affairs, and others at the fame 
time in Italy, Flanders, and Germany, he found time for 
thofe of Nezw-Spain, to which he always had a very. par- 
ticular 
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ticular attention: He gave another audience to the Envoys 
of Cortez,; and tho’ thofe of Diego Velafques at the fame 
_ ume prefented their Requeft, yet, as he ‘had been well in- 
forn’d of the Cafe on both fides by Letters from the 
Pope, he, by a new Sentence, confirmed the Recufation of 
the Bifhop of Burgos, and appointed Commiflaries to de- 
termine finally upon this Affair, viz. the great Chancellor 
of Arragon, Mercurio de Catinara; Hernando de Vega, Lord 
of Gratal, and Great Commander of Caftile; Doctor Lo- 
renzo Galindez, of Caravajal; the Licentiate, Francifco de 
Vargas, Counfellor of State, and Chamberlain to the King ; 
and Monfieur de la Rofe, the Flemifh Minifter: Monfieur 
de la Chau, whom Diaz and Herrera have added to this 
Commiflion, could not poffibly. be one of the number, 
being dead fome Years before in Saragoffa; and the Pott 
of Grand Chancellor, vacant by his death, being poffefs'd 
by Mercurio de Catinara. The Election of Perfons fo well 
qualify’d, fhow'd the Juftice of his Majefty’s Intentions : 
for the Kingdom did not afford Men in whom the Empe- 
ror repofed more confidence ; nor were any to be found, 
in whom Learning, Prudence, and Equity appeared in a 
more eminent degree. 

T we firft thing the Council did, was to look over the 
Memorials drawn from Letters and Relations produced ac 
the Tryal; but there they were fo embarrafs'd by contradictory 
Accounts, that they thought it neceflary to order the Agents 
on both fides to explain themfelves, viva voce, in the 
next Meeting; for they were all defirous to difpatch this 
Affair, and examine ftri¢tly into the Accufations brought by 
the Parties againft each other, and into the Strength of 
their refpective Arguments, that’ fo they might come to 
the knowledge of the Truth, without tying themfelves up 
to Forms of Law, which generally do but perplex a Caufe, 
and are fo many Obftacles to Juftice. 

Tue next Day the Agents appeared before the Council 
with their Advocates ; and, among thofe for Diego Velafques, 
Andres de Duero fignalized himfelf: but People were the 
lefs {urpriz’d to fee him unfaithful to his Friend, knowing 
he had) been {o firft to his Mafter..° The Memorials: were 
read, and the Parties at the fame time were examined, in 
order to difcover how they  juftify’d themfelves from their 
re{pective Accufations, and made) good their Complaints. 


From their Anfwers, the Judges drew what was {uthcient 
to 
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to decide the Affair: And, after fome few days Hearings, 
the Court unanimoutly agreed, That it was not reafonable 
for Diego Velatques to appropriate to himfelf the Advanta- 
ges of the Conqueft of New-Spain, without a better Title 
than that of having expended fome Money in the Prepara- 
tions. for that Enterprize, and naming Cortez for Comman- 
der: That he could only have his Action for what he had 
laid out, making it appear tobe from his own proper Stock, and 
not any of the Effects belonging to the King in Ins Govern- 
ment: That the nomination of Cortez afforded him no Pre- 
tence either to the Honour or Advantage of the Conqueft ; 
for, befides that he gave him the Commiffion without the 
Authority of the Minifters of the Royal Audience, whofe Or- 
ders he fhould have received, or Jo much as acquainting 
them with it, he loft thofe Prerogatives the day that he re- 
voked it, and could have no right to fay that the Conqueft 
was made by his order, Cortez being by that Revocation left 
free to act as he flould judge moft advantageous for the fer- 
vice of the King, with the Troops and Veljels which, for the 
moft part, he had raisd and equipy'd at his own expence, 
and that of bis Friends. 

Awnp tho the Judges were alfo very fenfible, that the 
Conduct of Cortez, was not, in the beginning of this En- 
terprize, altogether fo regular as it fhould have been, yet 
they thought fomething was to be allow’d to his juft In- 
dignation, and much more to its admirable Effects: A 
Conqueft fo wonderful, and of fo great importance, the 
Difficulties of which had only fervd to maniteft his in- 
comparable Valour, and, above all, his Fidelity, and in- 
violable Attachment to his Duty! | For which reafon, they: 
judged him. worthy to, be continu’d in the Command: of 
what he had conquered, and to be encouraged andi fup- 
ported in an Undertaking already fo far advanced: And, 
aftly, they cenfur'd Diego Velafques, as a Perfon who had 
fhow'd a very ungovernable Ambition, in afpiring, with {0 
little reafon, to ufurp the Glory, and: Advantage of) the 
Actions of another; andias having been guilry,of a rafhnels. 
which deferv’d a very fevere reprimand, in fending an Army 
againft Hernan. Cortex, without. confidering the Confe- 
quences. which might haye attended {uch violent Proceed- 
ings, or regarding the Orders he had receiv’d:to. the con- 
trary from. the Minifters. of the Royal Audience of Saint 
Domingo. | ote giswlty ) 
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TxHese Conclufions were laid before the Emperor, 
which being approv’d by his Majefty, Sentence was pro- 
nounced, declaring Hernan Cortez, to be a good Minifter 
and faithful Subject; honouring with the like approbation the 
Officers and Soldiers under his Gommand ; impofing per- 
petual Silence on Diego Velafques, on the Subject of any 
Pretenfions to the Conqueft of New-Spain; and Rridtly 
commanding him, on pain of fevere Punifhment, not to 
raife the leaft Obftacle to that Affair, either directly or 
indirectly, with a refervation for any. demand he might 
have on account of Moneys by him expended in the ar- 
mament of the Veflels, which he was to’ make out his 
claim to, and fue for, in the ordinary way of Juftice. “And 
thus did this Affair end, the Judges referring the Honours 
defign'd for Cortez, the reprimanding of Velafques, and 
other Conclufions of the Council, to the Difpatches that 
were to be fent in the name of the Emperof. 

SOME afte of opinion, that this Judgment was framed 
rather according to Reafons of State, than the Rigour of 
Juftice: It is not my bufinefs to examine the Right of the 
pretending Parties; I have fhown the Motives and’ Confi- 
derations upon which the Judges pronounced {éntérce, 
and Iam not infenfible, that in the firft Steps of Cortez; 
there is occafion for a favourable ‘interpretation ; ‘bur, at 
the fame time it cannot be deny’d, thar his Title to the 
Conqueft was as good as the Emperor’s to the Country 
conquered. -Upon which confideration, the Judges might 
very well proceed as a Court’ of Equity, ‘by taking’ this 
Affair out of the common Road) ‘and moderating the Ri- 
gour of Juftice: To which they were the more induced by 
the Weaknets.. of Velafques’s Arguments, his violent Pro- 
ceedings and Difrefpeét:to the Royal Authority. It is 
faid he liv'd but a little while‘after he» réceiy’d the Em? 
peror’s reprimand, the very Words: of Rings havitie the 
power to reward and punifh.° We muft\noét refufé ‘to 
Diego Velafques the juft Praifes he’ defetv’d,“on accotint of 
his Quality, Capacity, and’ Courage, ‘of whichthe had! Siven 
fignal’ Proofs in the Conquett of Cuba ;~ but upon this 
occafion he was miferably miftakeh in the beginning,’ and, 
by the ufe of improper Means\- fell thort'oP-the end he 
propofed; and, finally, his Impatience haften’d his death: 
His firft Faults was Diftruft, a‘ Vice’ which} like Excefs of 
Fear, produces Rafhnefs'; the fecord was Anger, which does 

more 
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more than make Men irrational ; for it makes them Ene- 
mies to Reafon: and the third was Envy, which, in mean 
Spirits, fupplies the place of Anger. 

Tue next thing taken into confideration, was the Affit- 
tance to be given Cortez, the Care of which the Emperor 
referred to the fame Council: He gave a very favourable 
audience to his Agents, and feem’d well pleasd thar Juftice 
had declard on their fide: He beftow'd feveral Marks of 
his Favour upon Martin Cortez, on account of his Son’s 
Merit, whom he promisd to reward according to the 
—Greatnefs of his Service. Several Regulars were named 

for the Converfion of the Indians, the firft Care of the 
Emperor, who was always more zealous for the advance- 
ment of Religion than for the augmentation of his Em- 
pire. He orderd a confiderable number of Arms and 
Uorfes to be embark’d in the firft Fleet; and, confider- 
ing how much it imported to ufe the urmof difpatch 
at a time when Hernan Cortez, was engaged in War, and 
not without great fufpicion of his Rivals, he commanded 
the Orders to be immediately drawn, and fent by feveral 
Letters. erate) 

One was directed to the Governours and Royal Au- 
dience of Saint Domingo, fignifying to them his refolution, 
with orders to aflift Cortez, to the utmoft of their power, 
and remove all Impediments to his Conqueft. Another 
was to Diego Velafques, ftrictly enjoining him to defift 
from further interfering in that Enterprize, and feverely 
cenfuring his violent Proceedings. There was another to 
Francifco de Garay, blaming him for attempting any thing 
on New-Spain, and forbidding him to continue that De- 
fign. The laft was directed to Hernan Cortez,, and abound- 
ed in thofe Marks of Honour and Favour which Kings 

beftow on thofe from whom they have received extraordi- 
nary Services, when they do not difdain to own the Obli- 
gation. The Emperor in this Letter did not only approve 
the paft Actions of Cortez, but withall his prefent Defign, 
and the Difpofition he had made for re-taking the City 
of Mexico. He let him. know how fenfible he was of his 
Valour and Conftancy, not forgetting to take notice of 
the Prudence. and Addrefs. with which he had managed 
both his own Troops and thofe of his Confederates. His 
Majefty alfo inform’d him of the Orders he. had given to 
fecure him from his Riyals, and of the Commiflion: he had 
-fent 


Book V. of MEXico, or NEW SPAIN. 49 
fent him to be Governour and Captain-General of that 
Country: He aflured him at the fame time of more folid 
Proofs of his Acknowledgment, and made particular and 
honourable mention of the Captains and Soldiers who had 
ferved under him. He recommended to him in a mott 
ptefling manner to treat the Indians well, and to take care 
to have them inftruéted in the Chriftian Religion, con- 
fidering them as a Soil capable of being cultivated by the 
Gofpel: He laftly gave him hopes of {peedy_ fiuccour 
and affiftance, referring to his Valour and Fidelity the final 
accomplifhment of fo great a Work. ‘A Letter which will 
for eyer honour the illuftrious. Pofterity of Cortez,4 and 
fuch a one as would not only give nobility, where it is 
wanting, but a luftre to Families of the nobleft DefCent. 

Tuese Difpatches were all figned by the Emperor: in 
Valladolid, the 22d of Odfober, 1522. and immediately fent 
away with two of the Envoys of Cortez, the other two re- 
maining behind to follicit Succours, and receive Inftruc- 
tions that were framing for the civil and military Goyern- 
ment of the new conquered Country. 

Tuo’ we have a little interrupted our Account of the 
Exploits of Cortez, we thought it neceflary to purfte this 
Affair to the Conclufion, that we. might not leave it un- 
finifhed in {uch manner as fhould oblige us to make ano- 
ther digreffion: A Liberty not only taken by Hiftorians, 
but Annalifts, who tie themfelves up more ftrictly to time; 
as we find it practifed in Cornelius Tacitus, who, in the 
Empire of Claudius, introduces and concludes the Wars of 
Britain, under the two Vice-Pretors, Ojforius and Didius, 
judging it lefs inconvenient to break through the Series of 
Years, than the Connexion of important Events. 
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IN =e Vode 2 Wl fean oe = : 


C.F, Ai Pan Ie 


Cortez receives a new Succour of Men and 
Ammunition: he mufters bis Spanith Troops ; 
and the Confederates do the like, after his 
Example: He publifbes certain military Or- 
ders, and begins his March, with a defign to 
polfe[s himfelf of Tezeuco. 


Ye5¢ T was now about the end of the Year 1520, when 
Cortez tefolved to march with his whole Army into 
AH the Enemy’s Country, and to make the laft Difpofi- 
tions for his grand Enterprize. He had received fome few days 
before, a Succour of Men, whom good fortune threw in his 
way; for the Governour of Vera Cruz gave him notice, 
that a Merchant-Man from the Canaries was anchored 
there, with a confiderable Quantity of Fire-Arms and Pow- 
der, and other warlike Provifions, three Horfes, and fome 
Paflengers, who came there purpofely to fell their Mer- 
chandize to the Spaniards, who were engaged in that Con- 
quetft. 

Av that time all Sorts of Goods fold at an exceflive 
Price in the Indies, and the Hopes of Gain had quite 
overcome all fear of fo diftant and dangerous a Com- 
merce. Upon this advice, Cortez, defirous to make ad- 
vantage of the Opportunity, immediately fent a Commif- 
fary to Vera Cruz, with Bars of Gold and Silver, under a 
{ufficient Guard ; and the Governour was ordered to buy 
the Arms and Ammunition as cheap as he could. The 
Governour managed the Matter with fo much dexterity, 
and raisd fuch an Opinion of the Undertaking in which 
his General was engaged, that not only the Merchants 
fold what they had brought at a reafonable rate, but the 
Captain of the Veflel, with the Mafter, and thirteen Spanifh 
Soldiers, 
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Soldiers, went’ with the Commiflary to ‘the Camp, and 
join’d the Army, with a refolution to feek their Fortunes in 
the Indies: a Notion which was very prevalent at that time, 
and which ftill fubfifts among fotne who are eager to enrich 
themfelves that way; the Deftruction of thofe who have 
been deceiy’d, not in the leaft difcouraging the Avarice of 
others. | 2 
Wirs this Reinforcement, and fome others which Hernan 
Cortez, had received beyond all expectation, he refolved 
to haften the March of his Army; and indeed he could 
not now delay it any longer, or ftay for the finifhing of 
the Brigantines; for the Troops of the Republick, with 
thofe of their Allies, were daily arriving, and, from their 
Inaction, he might reafonably apprehend fome Inconve- 
niences. , 
U von which, he aflembled his Captains, to deliberat 
what would be moft proper for them to undertake with 
the Forces they had, for the Service of the grand Defign, 
till fuch time as they fhould be join’d by all the reft of 
the Troops, and were in a Condition to attempt the Re- 
covery of Mexico: and after a long Debate upon variety of 
Opinions, they refolved to march directly to Tez.euco, and, 
in all events, to feize that City ; which being fituated in 
the Road from Tlafcala, and almoft on the Borders of the 
Lake, feemed very proper for a Place of Arms: it was a 
Poft which they could fortify and maintain, and where 
they might eafily receive the Reinforcements they expected, 
and make Inroads from it into the Enemy's Country : 
Moreover, it was a fure Retreat at a reafonable diftance 
from /Mexico, to fhelter them from the Accidents of War. 
It was alfo judged, that the Troops which were already ar- 
rived, were a Number fufhicient for that Defign; and tho’ 
the Canals, by which the Waters of the Lake had a commu- 
nication with the City, feemed too narrow for the Paflage 
of the Brigantines, they refolved to confider more at leifure 
of that Difficulty afterwards, and to begin their March 
without any farther delay. The day after this refolution, 
Cortez, mufter'd his Spaniards, and found them five hun- 
dred and forty Foot, and forty Horfe, with nine Pieces of 
Artillery, brought on fhore from the Veflels. This Parade 
was ordered in fight of an innumerable Concourfe of Peo- 
ple, and had the air of a general Review, by drawing the 


attention of the Spectators from the numbring a the: 
en, 
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Men, to the Pomp of the Show, in which nothing was 
omitted that ferv’d for oftentation; as, the Finery of the 
Soldiers, flying of Colours, management of Horfes, and 
the handling of their Arrhs, when they prepared to falute 
the General; and all. was performed with fo much Gal- 
lantry, and Decorum, that the Multitude expreffed, their 
Satisfaction by repeated Acclamations: and the /adiam Sol- 
diers were inftructed by their Example. For Xicotencal, 
who -was General of the Republick, would needs mufter 
his Troops, not that this Method was ever practifed by the 
Tlafealans, but only to make his court to Cortez, by imt- 
tating the Spaniards; and firft paft the Drums and Trums- 
pets, with the reft of their warlike Inftruments; then the 
Captains, in Files, gayly adorn’d, with large Plumes of 
various Colours, and Jewels hanging at their Ears and 
Lips; they carrried their Macanas, ot two-handed Swords, 
under the Left Arm, with their Points upward, and. evety 
one had a Page, bearing his Shield, on which were différent 
Figutes, exprefling their own Exploits, and the Deteat of 
their Enemies; after their manner, they. complimented 
the two Generals, and then the Troops marched by in dif- 
ferent Bodies, diftinguifhed by the Colour of their Plumes, 
and by their Enfigns; namely, the Figures of feveral Ani- 
mals, which hanging at the end of their Pikes, ferved in- 
ftead of Colours: The whole Army confifted of ten thou- 
{and chofen Men; for tho’ the Republick had provided a 
much greater Number, yet the reft of their Levies were 
left to aflift in conducting the Brigantines, the Security of 
which was of fo much confequence, that the Senate took 
the engaging their Troops that way as a Favour, which 
might have been refented as a Slight. | | 
Anronio pr Herrera will have it, that the Tlafcalans 
muftred eighty thoufand Men, in which he differs from: 
Bernal Diaz, and other Authors, unlefs he included the 
Troops of Cholula and Guaxocingo, which were encamped 
without the Town; for there is no doubt but Hernan 
Cortez, marched out of Tlafcala with above fixty thoufand 
Men, not reckoning thofe who join’d him on his March, 
or at the Place of Rendezvous, which were fo numerous, 
that during the Seige of Adexico, he had under his Com- 
mand above two hundred thoufand Men; and what ren- 
ders this the more remarkable, is, that we have not been 
told of any want they had of Provyiftons, or of the leaft 
Difcord 
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Difcord among fo many different Nations, of any confufion 
in the giving of Orders, or of any want of exaétnefs in obey- 
ing them. Much indeed was owing to the great Capaci- 
ty and extraordinary Prudence of Cortez, but this work 
coud not be wholly: his, It pleas'd God to reduce this 
Empire to his, holy Law, and making ufe of him as an 
Inftrument, he facilitated the Means which conducd. to 
that End, difpofing the Minds of Men for thofe Events 
which he had pre-ordain’d. ) 

Cortez immediately publith’d fome Ordinances which 
he had form’d. at his leifure hours, . to prevent thofe 
inconyeniencies in War, by which it is wont to hazard, 
or lofe its Character of being Juft.. He orderd therefore, 
upon pain of Death, That no Man fhowd prefume to 
draw his Sword againft another, either in Quarters, or upon 
the March; That.no. Spaniard fhould  abufe a confede- 
rate Indian, either by word or action ; That no one frould 
force, or otherwife abufe a Woman, tho belonging to the Ene- 
my ; That no one fhould leave the. Army, to.go and plunder 
the Villages, without leave, anda number fuffictent to execute 
the Undertaking ; and, That. they fhould not play away their 
Arms and Horfes; in which Article, their Difcipline had 
been a little too remifs. . And he particularly prohibited, on 
pain of Infamy and Degradation, all Swearing, Blafphemy, 
and other Abufes, which are generally introducd, as allow- 
able, under the title of. Military Licence. | 

Tue fame Ordinances were fignifyd to the Comman- 
ders of the /adian Troops ; and Cortez, himfelf was prefent 
when they were interpreted to them by Aguilar and Donna 
Marina, in order to make them underftand, that the 
Penalties regarded all without exception, and that the leaft 
of their Excefles would be punifh’d with the utmoft Rigour. 
This quickly went from the Tlafcalans to the other Na- 
tions, and had fo good an Effect, that from that moment 
there appear'd more regularity in the Indians than before ; 
tho’ during the March, Cortez, was oblig’d to wink at fome 
things, and make allowance for their Barbarifm and the pre- 
valency of Cuftom ; burt after the Punifhment of two or 
three, the reft were reducd to better Difcipline: and the 
Fear of being chaftiz’d, join’d with the Care they took to 
conceal their Crimes, pafs'd for a fort of Reparation to the 
juftice of the General. 


O Uron 
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Upon the day of the March, which was the Feaft of the 
Tnnocents, after Father Bartolomé de Olmedo had {aid Ma{s, 
and: addrefs'd chimfelf ‘to'God_ in a »particular Prayer for 
the good Succefs of the Expedition, Hernan Cortezy cont- 
manded the Indians to form themfelves into “grofs' Baerali- 
ons, and after they were ‘rang’d in order’ of Battlesj he 
mardyd out’ of the Village at the-head ofthe Spaniards; 
and by their Example, fhow'd thedndians how to double 
their Files, with all the leifure which that Movement re- 
quires, their over-much hafte in beginning an‘ Engagement 
generally bringing’ them into contufion, and’being one of 
theit-greateft miftakes in War. After this, he call'd together 
the principal Commanders of the feveral Nations, and; by 
the help of the Interpreters, made them a ‘fhort Exhorta- 
tion: He recommended to them) to animate their Men by 
convincing them that the prefent Undertaking concernd thew 

common Intereft,as being to fght for their own Tiverty, and that 
of their Country 5 to fend all back who were not willing to ftay ; 
to take very particular care to punifh the breach of Orders ; 
and above all, to lay before them the ‘obligation they were wn 
der of following the Example of their’ Friends the Spaniards; 
both in thei sdctions of Valour, and in their Moderation. 
THe vy went to put his Orders in execution, and he*re- 
turn’d to the Head of his own Men ; who, by their Silence, 
fhow’d that they were prepar'd to hear him: J do not pre- 
tend, my Friends and Companions ({aid he) to make you fen- 
fible by vain exaggerations of the Obligations you lie under 
to act in this Expedition like Spaniards; I have already had 
Sufficient proofs of your Courage, and have even envy d-the 
gallantry of your Actions. What I am now to recommend to 
you, is rather under the character of your Companton than 
‘your General, that we fhowd all, with equal care, confider this 
great multitude of Indians who follow us, and who regard 
our Caufe as their own ; which lays us under two Obligations, 
both worthy of our particular attention. The firft is, to be- 
have towards them as Friends, and even to bear with them, 
if it be necellary, as Creatures of an inferior degree of Reafon; 
and the other is, to give them an example by our Actions. Yow 
are fenfible of the Orders which have been publifhd to all, and 
the leaf offence againft them, among? you, will be aggravated by 
the addition of fetting abad Example; every one muft confider 
the influence bis Tran{greffions may have, or elfe the reft will 
be oblig’d to confider the important influence of their due Pu- 
mi fhment. 
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mfhment. I fhall be extremely concern'd, to find myfelf ne- 
ceffitated to proceed with rigour againft the Man of leaft ac- 
count amongit- you. but this concern will be ugavoidable; for 
Lam-refolu'd to be Fuft, as well as Patient. -You—are. all 
fenfible of the great Undertaking we have in hand ; ’tis no 
le{s than the Conqueft of an Empire for our King, and will 
be an Adtion worthy to be recorded im Hiftory. The Forces 
we already have, with thofe who aré yet to join us, will be 
proportion'd to this heroic Defign; and God, whofe Caufe we 
defend, and who has hitherto miraculonfly fupported us, vid 
go along with us ;\ nor.1s.it poffible to fuppofe, re.will abandon 
an Enterprize, in which he bath fo often declar'd himfelf our 
Leader. Letus then follow him, and not difpleafe him. And 
repeating again, Ler us then follow hem, and not difpleafe bim, 
he ended his Speech, and gave orders. for. the. March, with 
the Acclamations of his People; taking for good Progno- 
fticks, the Satisfaétion with which the Soldiers followd him, 
the extraordinary Accident .by which the Number ‘of his 
Spaniards was,augmented, and the, hearty Difpofition: of 
his Confederates. . He confider'd all thefe together as ‘a hap- 
py prefage of . Succefs, not that he made much, account.of 
{uch Obfervations, but the Underftanding .fometimes relaxes 
itfelf, that Hope may be. diverted with the dreams.of the 
Imagination. | C Latent ) 


The Army marches, and overcomes fome Difficul- 
ties. The King of Tezeuco fends an artful 
Embaffy to Cortez; he returns an Anfwer 
of the fame kind, and thereby Sains adnut- 
tance into the City without refiftance. 


yey HE “Army march’d that day fix Leagues, and, at 
p28) Sun-fet, took up their Quarters ina place calld 
GXEE) Tezmeluca, which, in the Language of the Coun- 
try, fignifyd a Grove of Oaks. It was a confiderable 
Town fituate on the Mexican Confines, and in the jurif 
diction of Guaxocingo, whofe Cazique took care to provide 
fufficiently for all the Troops, and a particular Regale for 
the Spaniards. The day following, they continued their 
march in the Enemies Country with all neceflary precau- 
tions. They receiy’d advice, that the Mexicans were aflem- 
bled on the other fide of a Mountain, whofe Woods and 
Rocks, render’d the Paflage to the Road of Tezeuco very 
difficult; and becaufe they came not to that place till to- 
wards Evening, and it was not advifable to march thro’ fuch 
broken mountainous Ground, when Night was approach- 
ing, the Army made a Halt, and lodg’d themfelves as well 
as they cou'd, making great Fires, which were {carce fut 
- ficient to preferve them from the intemperate Cold. 

Ear xy in the morning they began to mount the Hill, 
and penetrate the Woods, keeping pace with the Artillery ; 
but they had not march’d much above a League, when the 
Vanguard return’'d with an account, that the Enemy had 
ftop’'d up the way with Trees laid a-crofs, and fharp Stakes, 
which they had fix'd in the loofe Sands to wound the 
Horfes ; upon which Hernan Cortez, who never loft any 
opportunity of encouraging his Men, faid to the Sra 
aloud, 
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aloud, Thefe valiant People don't feem very defirous to meet 
us, fince they take fo much pains to flop up the way to them: 
and without the leaft delay, he order’d two thoufand Tlaf- 
calans to join the Vanguard, and clear the Road of. all 
Impediments ; which they executed with fo much expedi- 
tion, that the Rear of the Army fcarcefeen’d to ftop. He 
likewife detach’'d {ome Companies to {earch narrowly thole 
places which feem’d proper for Ambufcades; and with all 
the Caution, that thofe figns of a neighbouring Enemy re- 
quir'd, the Troops continwd their march two Leagues fur- 
ther to the top of the Mountain. 

From this place they difcover'd the great Lake of Mexs- 
co,and upon this occafion, Hernan Cortez, put his Soldiers 
in mind of the profperity and riches they had enjoy’d, as 
well as of what they had fufferd in that City, mixing the 

ood and bad, that he might animate them to Revenge 
by the incentives of Intereft. They likewife difcoyer'd 
{everal Fires in diftant Towns, fucceeding one another with 
fome intermiffion: and tho’ there was no doubr but thefe 
were Signals made on the difcovery of the Army, they pur- 
fu'd their March, with little lefs Difficulty, and with the fame 
Precaution; for the way continu’d very bad, and theWoods 
were fo thick, that they had but little open Ground. 

Bur after they had overcome this Difficulty, they dif- 
cover'd, at a great diftance, the Enemies Army, which took 
up all the Plain, without making any motion,  feeming 
refoly’'d to continue in a poft, from whence they could 
eafily make axetreat. The Spaniards rejoicd at the oppor- 
tunity of coming fo foon to Action, and the Tlafcalans did 
the fame; but the Joy of the latter ftreight turn’d to Fury, 


o 


fo. that, Cortez, was oblig’d to make ufe of his Voice, and 


the, diligence of fome of his,Captains, to prevent their 


running into diforder through an eagernefs to fight. The ° 


Mexicans were on the farther fide of a great Barranco or 
Gap in the Earth, which muft .of neceflity be pafsd. It 
was made deeper by.a.Brook, which gathering all the Wa- 
ters fom the Mountains, ran through it, and was, at that 
time, confiderably fwell’d The Mexicans had a, little 
wooden Bridge over it, for the ufe of Paflengers, which 
they cou’deafily have broke down, but had lett on purpote, 
as was afterwards fuppos’d, that,they might deftroy, their 


‘Enemies in that narrow Pafs, thinking it impoffible that 


they cou’d ever, form themfelyes on the.other fide, when {o 
1, vigo- 
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vigoroully oppos'd. After this manner they reafon’d when 
they wereat a diftance fromdanger ; but when they difco+ 
verd the Army of Cortez, which they had not believ'd to 
be fo numerous, their imagination was ftruck with lefs fan- 
tattic Notions. They wanted Courage to defend their Poff, 
but defiring to affect a fhew of Valour, or at leaft to con- 
ceal their Fear, they began to retire by little and little 
without turning their backs, feeming to diftinguifh betwixt 
a Flight and a Retreat. 

Cortez advanced with fpeed, and when he came up 
to the Barranco, he efteem’d it a piece of good fortune 
that the Enemy had quitted it ; for notwithftanding the 
Spamards found no Refiftance, they had fome Difhculty 
in paffing it. He detach’d twenty Horfe, and fome Com- 
panies of Tlafcalans, to keep the Enemy in play, without 
engaging farther, until fuch time as the reft of his Troops 
fhould be all pafsd ; but the Mexicans no fooner faw them 
drawing up on the other fide of the Barranco, but they 
laid afide all their Policy, openly flying and difperfing, 
fome betaking themfelves to the moft unfrequented Paths, 
and others feeking refuge in the thelter of the Mountains. 

Cortez did not care to lofe time in following the 
Chace, becaufe ’twas of more importance to poflefs him- 
felf {peedily of Tezenco; and whatever delay’d that, was to 
be efteem’d a hindrance to the main Defign. The Army, 
however, in their March, made fome flaughter of the Mex- 
jcans who had abfconded in the Woods. - The fame night 
the Troops quarter’'d in a place newly forfaken by the In- 
habitants, within three Leagues of Tezeuco, where they 
doubled their Centries, and were, in a manner, all 
night under Arms. But the next day, at a- little diftance 
from that Town, they difcoverd about ten unarm’d 
Indians, who were coming in hafte along the Road 
with the appearance of Meffengers, or Fugitives, and 
brought with them a Plate of eis form of a Flag, hang- 
ing to the top of a Lance, w ich was look’d on as a fignal 
of Peace. The chief of them came as Ambaflador from 
the King of Tezeuco, defiring Cortez, to {pare his People 
and Country, acquainting him, that he defir'd to be his Con- 
federate, for which end, he had provided good Quarters for 
all the Spaniards, in the City ; and, that the reft of the Na- 
tions under his command, fhould be fupply’d with every 
thing that was neceffary, without the Walls. Corfea put fome 
queftions 
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queftions to him, and as he came well inftruéted, he. an- 
{werd without hefitation ; adding, that his Mafter had juft 
reafon to complain of the Emperor who then reign‘ in 
Mexico, who was about to execute his Revenge upon him by 
{ome Extortions, and other Oppreilions not to be endur’d, for 
his having refus‘d him his Vore in his Election to the Em- 
pire, for which reafon he was minded to unite himfelf with 
the Spaniards, as one of the moft interefted in the ruin 
of chat Tyrant. 

Our Hiftorians don't fay, or at leaft, don’t agree, whether 
the Brother of Cacumazin, whom we left Prifoner in Mex- 
ico, for confpiring againft A/otezuma and the Spaniards, 
reign’d at this time in Tezeuco. Ir has been already rela- 
red how the Crown, and electoral Vote, were beftowd on 
his Brother at the recommendation of Cortez, ; and ‘tis very 
| likely that the difpoffefs’d Prince reign’d at this time, and 
‘that the new Emperor might think it very proper to reftore 
him, on the account of his being a declard Enemy of the 
Spamards : which alfo feems agreeable with the diftruft 
conceiv'd by Cortez; for he no {ooner receiv’d the Embafly, 
but he ftep’d afide to confer with his Captains about the 
Anfwer. They all doubted the fincerity of the Propofition, 
and thought it was too much to be expected from an offend- 
ed Prince ; but that, neverthelefs, fince they had already 
re(olvd to make themfelves Mafters of that place by force 
of Arms, it ought to be confider'd as a piece of good fortune 
to have their entrance free, which firft Difficulty they fhou'd 
cet over by accepting the Prince’s offer ; and that when once 
they were within the Walls, where they fhou’d be as much 
upon their Guard as if they had taken the Town by Affault, 
they might act as occafion required. This determination 
being made, Cortez difpatch’d the Ambaflador, bidding 
him tell his Prince, That he agreed to the Peace, and ac- 
cepted the offer'd Quarters, being defirous to correfpond 
entirely to the good Intelligence with which he had fought 
his Friendfhip. 7 “e pp 

“Tux. Troops continwd their March, and lodg’d them- 
felves that night in one of the. Suburbs of the City, or 
| Village near. adjoining 5 deferring their entry till next 
| morning, that they might haye the whole day before them 

for an Enterprize, which, according to the appearances, 
woud not be over in. a few houts. One ground of this 
_ Sufpicion was, their finding the place utterly forfaken by 
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the Inhabirants ; and another, no lefs confidérable, was the 
Cazique’s not appearing, nor any body from him, to vific 
Cortez, ; but there was no fign of War, nor did any thing 
| extraordinary happen, until at Sun-rife, Cortez, made his 
it Difpofitions for attacking the Town, which he now thought 
. unavoidable; tho’ in a little time he perceiv'd it to be un- 
neceflary, for he found the City open and without de- 
fence. Some Troops advanced to feize on the Gates, which 
they did without Refiftance. Hernan Cortez, in a readinefs 
hro’ the Streets, {till obferving the ap- 
pearances of Peace while he fufpected War. He advanc'd 
in the beft order he cou’d, till he came into a large Square, 
where he drew up the greateft part of his Men, and order'd 
the reft to poffefs themfelves of all the Streets thereabouts. 
The Inhabicants, who appear'd in multitudes in feveral 
, feem’d frighten’d, and fhowd 
in their Faces the uneafinefs of their Minds ; and it was 
remark’d, that none of their Women were to be feen ; 
circumftances which help’d to confirm the firft fufpicions. 
Ir was thought proper to feize on the chiet Temple, 
which, by its height, commanded the whole City, and from 
whence might be feen the, greateft ‘part of the Lake ; and 
for this Service, Cortez, order'd Pedro de Alvarado, Chrifto- 
val de Olid, and Bernal Diaz, del Caftillo, with fome Fire- 
Ams, and a fufficient number of Tlafcalans. They found 
that Poft without defence, and from the top of the Temple, 
difcover’d that great numbers of the Inhabitants were fy- 
ing from the City, fome by Land ‘to the Mountains, and 
others in Canoes to Mexico, which plainly made ‘appear 
_the treachery of the Cazique. Cortez order'd him to' be 
fought, and brought betore him, but was inform’d, ‘that he 
had retird fome little time before “to the Mexican Troops 
with thofe few of his Men'who were willing to follow him ; 
who, as the Peafants faid, were People of no account: fot ‘the 
Nobility, and the greateft part of his Vaflals, abhorr'd ‘his 
Government, and ftay’d. behind, pretending they wou'd fol- 
low him. It was difcoverd likewife, that hé had refolv'd to 
treat the Spaniards well until “he had  gain’d their good 
Opinion, in order to take advantage of their Security,‘and 
introduce the Mexicans, who were to deftroy ‘them ‘all ‘in 
‘one night ; ‘but when he was iriform’d by ‘his Ambaffador 
of the great force Cortez, brought ‘with “him, 
Courage to go on with his Defign, and thought it 
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vifable to retreat, abandoning the City, and his Vaflals, to 
the difcretion of his Enemies. 

He R £ Good-Fortune did as much as Induftry and. Va- 
lour could have done. Cortez, defir’d to poffefs himfelt 
of Tezeuco, an advantageous Poft fora place of Arms, and 
neceflary for his Enterprize ; and the defign’d Stratagem 
of the Cazique gave him a free Paflage into the.City with- 
out the leaft Difpute: his Flight -remov’d the inconve- 
nience of a continual Jealoufy and Diftruft; and the difcon- 
tent of his Subjects facilitated the means of bringing them 
to be at his Devotion. When Affairs are to fucceed,. every 
thing hits right, and for this reafon Fortunate ‘is juftly placd 
among, the Attributes of a General, whofe prudent Difpo- 
fitions are executed by Valour, but whofe Prudence and 
Valour are both beholden to Good-Fortune. This word 
Fortune was ill underftood by the Gentiles, or not urider- 
ftood at all. They adored Fortune, as a Deity, tho’ fan- 
taftical and undiftinguifhing, aiways’blind and 1nconftant : 
but we underftand by this Name, the free Gifts of Divine 
Beneficence : and thus the Idea of what is meant by prof- 
perous Accidents, is rectified ; Fortune reduced to its true 
Signification; and the Fortunate know the Spring of thofe 
Favours they receive. 5 


GUE SAg Pie tees 


The Army being quarterd in Tezeuco, the 
“Nobles come and offer to ferve in it. Cor- 
tez reftores the Kingdom to the lawful 
Succefor, leaving the Tyrant without any 
hopes to re-eftablifh bimfelf. 


Vue HE firft Cate of Cortez, was, to remove the Ap- 
y2T%, prehenfions which the People of the Country were 
<0) under. He order’d the Spaniards to weat them gent- 
ly, endeavouring to gain their Affections fince they ought to 
confider them as having already {ubmitted; and this Order 
was publifh’d to the Confederate Troops with greater Pre- 
cifenefs by the Mouths of their Chiefs ; whofe Obedience 
was the more remarkable, becaufe they were now in an Ene- 
my’s Country, well praétifed in the Violences of War, and 
fluth’d with the Prefumption of being Conquerors: but fuch 
was their Refpect to Cortez, that they not only reprefled their 
natural Ferocity and evil Cuftoms, but familiariz’d them- 
{elves with the Inhabitants, publifhing Peace to them both by 
their Words and Aétions, The Soldiers quarter’d that Night 
in the Palaces of the fugitive King, which were fo capacious 
that there- was fufficient Lodgment for the Spaniards and 
part of the Tlafcalans, and the reft were quarter'd in the 
neighbouring Streets, without entering into the Houfes, that 
they might not incommode the Inhabitants. 

Tue next Morning fome of the Idol Pricfts came to 
follicite good Treatment for their Gods, returning thanks at 
the fame time for that which they had already experienced. 
They alfo acquainted Cortez, thatthe Nobility of that City 
waited his Permifflion to come and make an offer of their 
Obedience and Friendfhip, which Cortez agreed to, without 
haying any occafion to affect being well pleafed ; for he 
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very much defired what he granted. And, a little after, the 
Nobles came dreft, as they ufed to appear, in their publick 
Solemnities, headed by a Youth of a genteel Mien, who 
{poke for the reft, and prefented to Cortez. this Troop of 
Soldiers, who came, he faid, to ferve in his Army, defiring 
to merit by their Actions a Shelter under the fhade of | his 
Enfigns; to which he added a few more Words, exprefs'd 
with {uch a Force and Gravity, as gain’d him at the fame 
time both Attention and Refpect. Hernan Cortez, heard 
him with Admiration, and was fo taken with his Eloquence 
and good Behaviour (together with the advantage of this 
Offer) that without being able to contain himfelf, he took 
him into his Arms ; but atrer having attributed this excefs of 
hisContent tothe difcretion of the young Man, he compos’d 
himfelf to return a fedate Anfwer to his Propofition. 

Tue reft came forward, and after the firft Ceremonies 
of Refpect were over, Cortez, retird with him who came 
as their Leader, and fome others of the principal Tez.eucans ; 
and calling for his Interpreters, was fully inform’d of all 
the Cazique’s Difpofitions in favour of the Mexicans, the 
Artifice with which he offerd to quarter the Spamards in the 
City, and the Cowardice with which he turn’d his back on the 
firft rumour of Danger: And laftly, they inform’d him, that 
the Perfon of the Cazique was fo much abhorr'd by his Vaf- 
fals, that inftead of regretting his Abfence, they rejoicd at 
it asa Happinefs:a Difpofition which Flernan Cortez, endea- 
vourd to confirm them in, becaufe it imported him much, 
to make advantage of this their Difaffection to their Prince, 
for the more fecure Eftablifhment of his placeof Arms; and 
the Anfwer they return’d him was exactly agreeable to his 
Withes. For the moft Antient of the Nobles perceiving 
the end to which his Queftions tended, inform’d him, 
That Cacumazin, Lord of Tezeuco, was not the rightful 
Owner of that Country, but one of the moft monftrous Tyrants 
that Nature had produced, having kill'd his elder Brother 
Nezabal with his own Hands, and feizsed his Crown ; that 
the Prince who, as firft of all the Nobles, had addrefs'd him in 
thename of all, was lawful Son of the murther'd King, and that 
either his Youth, or the Contempt the Tyrant had of him, had 
been his Security ; that he, being fenfible of the danger which 
threatned him, had fo prudently conceal'd his Senfe of the In- 
qury done him, that his Diffimulation pajjed for want of Un- 
derftanding ; that all this Wickednefs had been done Be the 

now- 
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Knowledge and by the eAffiftance of the Emperor of Mexico; 
who reigned before Motezuma, and thatthe prefent. Emperor 
fupported Cacamazin in like manner, that he might make him 
his Inflrument for the deftruction of the Spaniards. . But that 
the Nobles of Tezeuco mortally abhorred his Violences, and 
the common People could no longer endure his Government ; 
for that inftead of treating them like Subjects, he ufed them as 
his Slaves. Oy 

Tuu-s. did the old Man deliver his'Thoughts, and €or- 
tez, had fcarce heard him out, when it inamediately occurr’d 
to him what was fic to be done. He wentup to the difpoflett 
Prince with fomewhat more of Refpect, and placing him by 
his fide, he call’d together the reft of the Nobles, who were 
expecting his Refolution, and commanding his Interpreters 
to explain aloud what he faid, {poke to them after this man- 
ner. You have here before you, my Friends, the lacwful Son 
of your lawful King. The unjuft Majfter, to whofe il-acquir'd 
Power you pay a forcd Obedience, feiz’d the Scepter of 
Tezeuco, with a Hand dyd in the Blood of his elder Brother ; 
und, as the art of preferving Dominion 1s unknown to a Ty- 
vant, he has govern by the fame Violence that he made bimfelf 
a King; little caring how much he deferved the hatred of his 
Subjects, provided he made them fear him, and treating thofe 
like Slaves who bore with his Crimes. But at laft, by bafely 
abandoning of you in time of danger, and neglecting your 
Defence, he hath at once fhewed his own want of Courage, and 
put it in your power toredrefs your Misfortunes. I might, of 
I were not otherways inclined, take advantage of your de- 
fencele{s Condition, and ufe the rights of War, by {ubjecting this 
City, which I hold, as you fee, at the Pleafure of my Sword: but 
‘tis with difficulty that the Spaniards confent to do a hardfhip ; 
and as he that did us the Injury, was not really your King, you 
ought not to fuffer as his Vajfals, nor for Ins Offence, nor ought 
this Prince to remain without the Kingdom, which Nature be- 
ftowed upon lim. Receive then from my Hand, the Prince 
cehom you before received from Heaven. Pay him for my fake 
that Obedience you owe him as the Succeffor of his Father, 
and place him on the Throne of his eAnceftors ; for as I lefs 
regard my own Conveniency, than I do Equity and Fuftice, I 
defive his Friendfhip more than his Kingdom, and your Satif- 
faction, rather than your Subjection. 
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Tus Propofal of Cortez, was receiv'd by the Nobles with 
great Applaute. ne were freed from their Fears, and at 
the {ame time obrain’d all that they defired. Some threw 
themfelves at his Feet, extolling his Benignity, whilft o- 
thers, more mindful of their natural Obligation, advanced 
to kifs the Hand of their Prince. The News was prefently 
publifh’d thro’ the City, and the Satisfaction of the People 
appeared by their Acclamations, Dances, and Plays, {uch as 
they ufed on their Feftivals, with all other accuftomary 
-Demonftrations of their mad Joy. EL y 
THE next day was appointed for the Coronation of .the 
new King, which was celebrated. with all the ufual Ceremo- 
nies, and Solemnities. Herzan Cortez, aflifted at it, as 
Difpenfer or Donor of the Crown, by this means fharing 
in the Applaufe of the People, and gaining a more abfo- 
lute Empire over them, than if he had -conquerd them. 
This excellent piece of Conduct was one of thofe which 
juftly acquird him the Character of a. prudent General : 
for it was of the utmoft importance to him to fecure this 
City, in order to purfue his Enterprize upon Mexico; and 
he found the way of obliging the new King wich the great- 
eft of worldly Benefits : of interefting the Nobility in his 
Reftitution, rendering them irreconcileable with the Tyrant: 
of gaining the common People, by his Equity and Difin- 
tereftednefs: and laftly, of making his Quarters fafe and {e- 
cure, which by no other means, could have been effected. 
But his greateft Satisfaction was, that in redrefling the Injury 
done to the young Prince, he followed the Dictates of 
right Reafon ; a Confideration to which he gave the pre- 
ference before all the other Advantages which attended this 
part of his Conduct; it being much more agreeable to his 
Genius to do aéts of Generofiry, than ftrictly to purfue the 
Meafures which Prudence might direct for his Intereft. 
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CHAP. XI 


The new King of Tezeuco is baptized with 
publick Solemmty ; Cortez marches with part 
of the Army to poffefs himfelf of the City of 
Iztapalapa, where he ftands in need of all his 
Circum|{pection, to prevent falling into an Am- 
bulb prepared by the Mexicans. | 
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a ERNAN Cortex was applauded, and refpected - 
otis even to veneration among thofe People: The No- 
ein bles declared themfelves his Friends, and, at the 
fame time, Enemies to the Mexicans: The City was 
entirely re-peopled by the return of thofe Families which 
had retired to the Mountains; and the Prince himfelf 
was fo fubmitlive and obfequious to Cortez, that he 
not only offered his Troops, and to ferve in Perfon in 
the War of Mexico, but alfo took his opinion in every 
thing he did: and, tho’, when he was among his own 
People, he commanded as a King, yet when he came into 
the prefence of Cortez, he appear as a Subjeé, and te- 
fpected him as his Superiour. He was about nineteen 
or twenty Years of age, and had the Capacity of a Man 
born in a Country lefs barbarous, Hernan Cortez, took 
advantage of his good Difpofition to introduce fometimes 
the Difcourfe of Religion; and found by his attention, and 
way of reafoning, akind of propenfion to what was moft 
fafe, which gave him hopes of bringing him over to Chri- 
{tianity : for he was difpleafed wich the barbarous Sacrifices 
of the Jnvdians, thought Cruelty to be a Vice, and confeffed 
that thofe Gods who were to be appeafed with the Blood 
of Men, could not be Friends to Mankind. Father Bartolomé 
de Olmedo bore a part in thefe Converfations; and finding 
him not only wavering in his Errors, but inclined to the 
Truth, he brought him in a few days to be capable of re- 
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ceiving Baptifi ; the Ceremony of which was performed 
publickly, and with great folemnity, the Prince defiring to 
take the name of Don Hernando Cortez, in re{pect to his 
Godfather, 

T we y were now at work upon the Canals which convey'd 
the Waters of the Lake to the City, and the Prince fent fix 
or feven thoufand of his Vaflalsto help to make them broader 
and deeper, according to the meafure of the Brigantines, 
And Cortez, at the fame time, defiring to undertake fome- 
thing to facilitate the Enterprize upon Mexico, refolved_ to 
advance with part of his Forces to the City of Jztapalapa, 
fix Leagues forwards, that he might deprive the Adexicans 
of that fhelter for their Canoes, which. very often came 
from thence and difturbed his Workmen ; and partly to 
give the confederate Indians {ome Employment, who were 
kept quiet in the midft of this Idlenefs by pure force of 
Authority, and not without cofting him a good deal of tire- 
forne Attention and Care. 

Tue City of letapalapa (as we have already obferved) 
was fituate upon the fame Cawfeway by which the Spaniards 
made their firft entry into Mexico; and difpofed atter {uch 
a manner, that the greateft part of the Buildings (which 
were above ten thoufand Houfes) was within the very Lake, 
whofe Water was brought into that part of the Town, which 
was built on the Bank, by Trenches, with Sluices to let it in, 
as occafion required. Herman Cortez, charg’d himfelf with 
the care of this Expedition, and took with him the Captains 
Pedro de Alvarado and Chriftoval de Olid, with three hun- 
dred Spaniards, and ten thoufand Tlafcalans : and tho’ the 
young King of Tezeuco was defirous to accompany him, he 
would not permit it, telling him, his Prefence would be 
more ufeful in the City; the military Government of which 
he left to Gonzalo de Sandoval, and with both of them 
fuch Inftructions as he thought neceflary for the fecurity of 
their Quarters, and to obviate the Accidents that might 
happen in his abfence. : 

Tuey prefently began their March by the Cawfeway, 
with a defign to poffefs themfelves firft of that part of the City 
which was built upon it, and diflodge the Inhabitants from 
the other part with their Artillery and Fire-Arms, as occafion 
fhould offer. But the Enemy was immediately informed 
of their Motions, and the Army was no fooner come with- 
in fight of the place, than they difcovered a Bed of 
| about 
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about eight thoufand Men at a little diftance from the Walis, 
who came out to defend them in the open Field, with fo 
much Refolution, that, tho’ they found themfelves inferiour 
in number, they ftood the Engagement, and fought with 
Bravery enough to retire with fome Reputation ; which they 
did in little time to the City, where, without ftaying to 
defend the Entrance, or fhut the Gates, they inftantly difap- 
pear'd, throwing themfelves into the Lake in diforder, but 
with the fame Cries. and menacing Geftures which they 
ufed in fighting. | 
Hernan Cortez was fenfible that this kind of retreat 
had the appearance of a Stratagem to draw him into {ome 
greater Danger, and therefore marche his Army into the 
City with all. poflible Precaution; but he found all the 
Houfes upon the Land utterly abandoned: and tho’ the 
Noife and Cries of the Enemy continued in that part which 
{tood in the Water, he refolved, with the Advice of his 
Captains, to maintain himfelf in the Poft where he was, 
and lodge within the Walls, without attempting any thing 
farther, the Day being too far fpent. Bur it fcarce began 
to be dark, when they perceived the Canals every where to 
overHow, the Water running impetuoufly to the lower 
Grounds. Cortez, immediately underftood that the Enemy’s 
Defign was to drown this part of the City, which they 
might eafily do, by opening the Sluices of the great Lake; 
and as the Danger was inevitable, he was obliged to give 
inftant Orders to quit the place; and tho’ they made all 
the hafte poflible, the Water came above their Knees. 
Cortez was very much mortify’d, and diffatisty'd with 
himfelf,that he had not prevented thisStratagem of the/ndians, 
as if it was poflible, with the urmoft Vigilance, to provide 
againft all Accidents, or human Forefight had not its 
Bounds. He drew out his Army into the Road of Tezecuco, 
to which place he thought to retire, deferring the Enter- 
prize of Jztapalapa to a more favourable Opportunity ; 
for it was impracticable at this time, without a greater 
Force on the Lake-fide, and fome Veffels to drive the 
Mexicans from that place. The Troops lodged that Night 
as well as they could on a little Hill tree from the Water; 
where, neverthelefs, they fuffered very much, being very 
wet, and without any Defence againtt the Cold; but in 
fuch good heart, that there was not the leaft Murmur heard 
among the Soldiers: And Cortez, who went among the 
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Ranks infufing Patience by his example, {trove by threatning 
Difcourfes againft the Enemy either to cover his own un- 
eafinefs at having been deceiv’d, or to divert the Soldiers 
from calling his Prudence into queftion. 

Av the firft appearance of day, he continu’d his Retrear, 
as was before refolvy’d, and haftned the March of his Men, 
rather to keep them warm, than from any fear he had of a 
new attack; but as foonas it was broad day, they difcover'd 
a Body of innumerable Enemies, which came in purfuic of 
the Army. Cortez, notwithftanding this, march’d on, but 
mote flowly ; his Defign was to weary the Enemy by pro- 
longing the Chace ; tho’ the Soldiers mov'd on very un- 
willingly : they all cry’d out to halt, that they might take 
fatisfagtion, fome for the Affront, and others for the Hard- 
fhips they had fufferd, according to the different Paflions by 
which they were animated ; but all with a Spirit of ven- 
geance againft their Enemies. 

Wen Cortez, thought it convenient, he order'd his 
Troops to halt and face about, and the Enemies began 
the attack with the fame precipitation that they purfud ; 
but the Spani(h Crofs-Bows | (for the Powder having fufter’d 
by the Water, the Fire-Arms. were of no ufe) and the Bows 
of the Tlafcalans, gave a check to their firft Fury, and at 
the fame time the Horfe charg’d them, making room for the 
Confederate Troops, who entirely broke that diforderly 
Multitude, and oblig’d them to leave the Field with confi- 
derable lofs. 

Cortez purfu'd his March, without ftopping to make 
any further flaughter of the Fugitives, becaufe he had a 
mind to reach his Quarters before night : but the Enemy, 
no lefs diligent in rallying than retiring, advanced a fecond 
and third time tothe attack, without being in the leaft ter- 
rify'd with the great flaughter they had {uftain’d ; till fuch 
time, as fearing to approach too near to Tezeuco, where 
the whole Strength of the Spamards lay, they march’d 
back to Jztapalapa, fufficiently chaftizd for their bold- 
nefs, having loft in the three attacks, fix thoufand Men ; 
and tho’ Cortez, had fome wounded, he loft only two 
Tlafcalans, and one Horfe, who coverd with Arrows and 
Cuts, yet livd to bring off his Matter. 

Cortez, and all his Army, celebrated this begin- 
ing of their Revenge, as a fatisfaction for what they had 
fufferd, and a little before night they enter'd the City ae 
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Tezeuco, with the Glory of three or four Victories ob- 
tain'd by the way, which gave a reputation to the Expe- 
dition, and cover'd the difgrace of the retreat == 
Ir cant be denyd, bur that the A4exscans laid theit 
Defign well: they fally’d out to provoke the Enemy ; 
{uffer’d themfelves to be charg’d in order to engage them; 
teign’d a Retreat to draw them into danger; abandon’d 
their Houfes, which they endeavourd to lay under Wa- 
ter; and had provided a great Force to fecure the Succefs. 
Let thofe who difcredit this War with the Jndians, now 
confider whether their Armies were, as they fay, Herds of 
Cattle, and whether they wanted Underftanding to make 
a Difpofition, fince they allow them a brutal Courage to 
execute. Hernan Cortez, ftood in need of his utmoft 
diligence to efcape their Snares, and not only admird, 
but. even envyd their well-concerted Stratagem ;  thefe 
Policies or Deceits by which Enemies are furpriz’d, be- 
ing what Soldiers much glory in, efteeming them not 
only reafonable, but juft; and more particularly, when 
the War is juft in which they are practis'd: burt in my 
Opinion, it is fufficient to call them, permitted, tho’ in 
fome refpeéts they may be likewife ftil’d, juft, as when pu- 


nifhing careleffnefs and inadvertency, which are the greateft 
faults that can be committed in War. | | 


CHAP. XI. 


The Provinces of Chalco and Otumba apply to 
Cortez for Relief againft the Mexicans. He 
orders Gonzalo de Sandoval, and Francifco 
de Lugo, upon that Expedition ; they over- 
throw the Enemy, and take fome Prifoners of 
Rank, by whofe means Cortez. makes Propoft- 
tions of Peace to the Mexican Emperor. 


VEE HILST Cortez, remaind in Tezeuco, he receivd 
WS frequent Vifits from the neighbouring Caziques and 
292) other Indians, who came to make their Submiffions, 
nd offer him the ‘affiftance of their Troops. They all 

complained of the Emperor’s ill Treatment, by whofe Sol- 
diers they were opprefs'd and plunder’d, and treated with 
equal Contempt and Inhumanity. Among the. teft, there 
came at that time Meflengers in great hafte from the Pro- 
vinces of Chalco and Otumba, with an account that there was 
a powerful Army of the Enemy upon their Frontiers, who had 
Commiffion to chattife and deftroy them, for haying made an 
Alliance with the. Spaniards. They exprefs'd a Refolution 
to oppofe the Mexicans, and defired fome Succour to aflift 
in their Defence. This Requeft appeared not only reafonable, 
but neceflary to be granted ; for it imported Cortez, very 
much not to fuffer the Mexicans to fix themfelves in a Place 
where they might cut off his Communication with Tlafcala, 
which was to be preferved at all hazards. He: immediately 
difpatch’d Gonzalo de Sandoval, and Fran{cifco de Lugo with 
two hundred Spamards, fifteen Horfe, and a fufficient body 
of Tlafcalans, among whom there were fome who had ob- 
tained Permiflion. by their Importunity to retire to their own 
Country, and fecure the Spoils they had acquired in the 
War ; a Permitlion which Cortez Aa fit to grant, bes 
caufe 
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caufe as he expected a frefh recruit of Troops from the Re- 
publick, it behoved him to allure thofe People by the 
hopes of Intereft, and this fhow of Liberty. . 

Tusse miferable Wretches having thus changéd them: 
felves from Soldiers into Porters, matched along with the 
Baggage of the Army, and as Avarice regulated the weight 
of their Burthens, they had fo overloaded themfelves, that 
they could not always keep up with the Troops, but were 
forced to ftop fometimes to take breath. The Mexicans 
(who, with the Army they had upon the Lake, had planted 
feveral Ambufcades in the Fields of Maiz) being adver- 
tifed of this, fell upon them in one of their refting 
Places, witha feeming defign not only to plunder them, 
but by their great Cries, and forming their Battalions, to 
provoke the Spaniards to a Battle. Sandoval and Lugo 
returnd immediately to their Relief, and haftening their 
march, fell ipon the Enemy fo opportunely, and vigo- 
roufly with their whole Force, thar they turn’d their backs 
as foon as they were attacked. 

Five or fix Ttafcalans, who were difarmed and embat- 
rafled with their Burthens, perifh’d upon this occafion; bur 
the Spaniards recovered all the Booty with fome additional 
Spoils of the Enemy. They continued their March, taking 
care not to leave again behind them thofé unufeful People ; 
with whom they were incumber’d, till theArmy having paffed 
the Province of Chalco, approach’d the Frontiers of Tlafcala, 
where they feparated from it to go and fecure their Baggage, 
freeing Sandoval from any further care of their Defence 

Tur Mexicans had affembled all theTroops of the 
neighbouring Provinces to chaftife the Rebels of Chalco 
and Otumba; and knowing that the Spaniards were coming 
to the relief of thofe two Nations, they had reinforced them- 
felyes with part of the Troops quarter'd about the Lake ; and 
having thus prepar'd a very formidable Army, had pofted 
Bctticlnes on the Road the Spaniards were to pafs, with a 
Refolution to try their Strength in the Field. Sandoval and 
Lugo being advertifed of their defign, and having given 
what Orders they thought neceflary, advanced in order of 
Battle without altering their pace. But on fight of the 
Enemy, the Spaniards and Tlafcalans halted, (the former 
with a calm Intrepidity, and the latter with an Impatience 
hardly to bereftrain’d,) in order to examine more narrowly 
the Intention of that Body of Troops. The Mexicans had 


the 
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the Advantage in Numbers, and with the: Ambition of 


being the firft to attack, advanced in crowds according 
to their cuftom, and made the firft difcharge of their miflive 
Weapons without any effect. The two Captains taking 
advantage of their Confufion (after they had receiv'd them 
with their Fire-Arms and Crofs-bows) ordered the Horfe to 
advance, whofe Attack (always terrible to the Indians) imme- 
diately made room forthe Spaniards and Tlafcalans to en- 
ter, and break this diforderly Multitude with a very great 
Slaughter. The Flight of the Enemy foon became univer- 
fal, and the Troops of Chalco and Otumba, which had fal- 
lied out ofthe neighbouring Town onthe noife of the Bar- 
tle, coming up at the fame time, the Chafe was fo bloody, 
that the Mexican Army was entirely defeated, and the two 
Confederate Provinces fuccoured, with little or no Lofs. 
E1rcurT of the moft confiderable Prifoners were referv’d 
in order to get {ome Information from them, and the Army 
pafled that Night to the City of Chalco; whofe Cazique, 
after he had paid his Refpects to the Spaniards, went be- 
fore to prepare their Quarters, with great abundance of 
Provifions and Refrefhments for all the Troops: Nor did 
he forget to have the Victory celebrated with Reyoicings 
after the ufual extravagant manner of the People. The 
Inhabitants of Chalco, as Subjects of the Mexican Emperor, 
were Enemies to the Tlafcalans, and had befides perpetual 
Difputes with them about the Bounds of their Frontiers ; 
but this Night all their Quarrels were forgot at the defire of 
the Chalquefes, who own'd the Obligation’ they had to the 
Tlafcalans tor coming to their Relief, and were alfo fenfi- 
ble, that the means of preferving the Protection of Cortez, 
was to maintain a Friendfhip with his Confederates. The 
Spaniards were Mediators in the Treaty; and the Chiefs 
of both Nations being aflembled, Peace was concluded 
with all the neceflary Forms and Solemnities ufual on fuch 
Occafions: Sandoval and Lugo undertaking to. get it con- 
firmed by Cortez, and the Llafcalans to have it ratified by 
the Republick. . | 
Taxis Affair being finifhd with fo much Glory and 
Expedition, Sandoval and Lugo march’d back with the Army 
to Tezeuco, accompanied by the Cazique of Chalco, and 
fome other principal Indians, who defired to return Thanks 
in Perfon to the General for the Succour he had fent them, 
and to offer him what Troops the two Provinces could va 
T niin. 
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nifh, The Army was receiv'd at Tezeuco with great Acclama- 
tionsof Applaufe, and Cortez, honour’d the two Caprains 
with particular Marks of his Approbation, without forgetting 
the Chiets of the Tlafcalans : he likewife carefled the Nobles 
of Chalco, accepting their Offers, and intimating that he would 
give them Notice when their Service would be neceflary. Af 
ter this, he ordered the eight /fexican Prifoners to be brought 


: ae : ; 
before hin; he receivd them in the midft of | his Captains, 


putting on an Air of Severity. They approach’d full of 
Fear and Confufion, fhowing in their Countenances a de- 
jected Spirit, and a Mind ill-difpofed to receive the Punith- 
ment, which, according to their own Cuftoms, they be- 
lieved inevitable. Cortez, order'd them to be unbound, and 
defiring to make ufe of this opportunity to juftify to his 
Allies the War, which he had undertaken, by making  far- 
ther Advances towards a Peace, and at the fame time to 
convince his Enemies of his Generofity, he {poke to them, 
by the help of his Interpreters, after the following manner: 
I might, according to the Cuftom eftablifid in your Nation, and 
that kind of fuftice upon which the Laws of War are found- 
ed, take Satisfaction of your Offences with Fire and Sword, 
treating you with the fame Inhumanity with which you treat 
your Prifoners. But the Spaniards donot think, that the being 
taken 1a the Service of one's King is a Crime that deferves 
Punifhment, for we know how todiftinguifh betcveen the culpable 
and the unfortunate ; and that yon may be fenfible of the diffe- 
rence between our Clemency and your Cruelty, 1 give you at the 
fame time both Life and Liberty. Repair immediately tothe 
Standard of your Prince, and tell him from me, (for as you are 
noble, you ought to obferve the Law with which yeu receive the 
Benefit) that Lam coming to. demand Satisfaction of him for 
the unjuft War he made upon me at.the time of my Retreat 
Srom. Mexico, perfidiou/ly breaking. that Treaty by which.I 
obliged my felf to leave, the City 3 bat chiefysto revenge the 
Death of the great Motezuma, the principal Motive of my Ate 
ger... Tell im I have an Sdrmy, not only augmented with a 
number of invincible Spaniards, but that J have: likewife under 
my Command all the Nations who-abhor thé Mexican Name ; 
and that in alittle time.J intend to! Jeck him in the mid ft-of bis 
Court, bringing with me all the Rigours of a War that has 
Heaven to favour it, refolv'd never.ta lay afide fo aft aaTa- 
dignation ‘ti I have laid all the Towns of his. Empire! in 
Afbes; and drowned the very Remembrance of his Namean 
the 
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the Blood of bis Subjects: But that neverthele{s, if for the 
avoiding Ins own ruin, and the defolation of bis Country, he 
fhall incline to Peace, I am ready to grant it upon reafonable 
Conditions ; for the Arms of my King (like the Lightmings 
of Heaven) hurt only where they find refiftance, and are al- 
ways more ready to obey the dictates of Humanity, than the 
incitements of Revenge. 

Tue General having concluded his Difcourfe, appoint- 
ed a Spamifh Efcort for the eight Prifoners, and ordered a 
Bark to carry them back by the Lake. The Prifoners, fcarce- 
ly perfuaded of their Good-fortune, threw. themfelves at 
his feet, promifing to acquaint their Prince with his Over- 
tures, and to contribure all that lay in their power, 
towards facilitating the Peace: but they did not return 
with any anfwer; nor did Hernan Cortez make thee 
advances, with a belief that the Mexicans woud in- 
cline to Peace, but for a further juftification of the War 
he had undertaken, and to raife the reputation of his 
Clemency among the Barbarians; a Virtue ufeful to Con- 
querors, becaufe it difpofes favourably the Minds of 
thofe they defign to fubjeét, and being always amiable, even 
to Enemies, either gains the Applaufe of thofe who have the 
ufe of Reafon, or forces a Refpect from thofe who have it 
not. | 


CHAP. 
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Gonzalo de Sandoval conduéts the Brigantines 
to Tezeuco. Whilft they are fimfbing, Her- 


nan Cortez marches out with part of bis 
Army to view the Borders of the Lake. 


6205 T this time Cortez, had an account that the Bri- 
#7 4’ gantines were finifh’d, and Martin Lopez {ent 
sy him word that he would quickly fet forward with 
them, the Republick of Tlafcala having provided 
ten thoufand Tamenes, or Carriers of Burthens ; eight 
thoufand to carry the Planks, Mafts, Iron-work, and other 
neceflary Materials, and two thoufand as a Relief for thofe 
who tired, without including in this number the Men 
who were employ’d in carrying Provifions and Ammunition ; 
and fifteen or twenty thoufand Soldiers, with their Officers, 
who waited this opportunity to join the Army. He fent 
word, that he intended to fet out with thefe Forces next 
day, and that he woud ftay in the laft Town of the Tlaf- 
“ddan to expect a Convoy of Spaniards, not thinking it 
advifable to attempt the dangerous Paflage thro’ the Mex- 
ican Territories without a greater Force. Thefe Brigantines 
were the only preparation wanting to lay clofe Siege to 
Mexico, and Hernan Cortez, receiy'd this news with fo much 
fatisfaction, as caus'd a general Joy in the Army. He im-- 
Be order'd Gonzalo de Sandoval, with two hundred 
Spaniards, fifteen Horfe, and {ome Companies of Tlafca- 
lans, to march and join the Forces of the Republick, that 
they might be in a condition to refift any attempts of the 
Mexicans. 

AnTronio DE HERRERA fays, there march’d out of 
Tlafcala, with the Materials of the Brigantines, a hundred 
and eighty thoufand Soldiers ; which being fo very unlike- 
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ly, we mutt believe it to be one of the Errors of the Pre(s- 
Bernal Diaz fays fitteen thoufand, which is’ much more 
probable, confidering the Number of Tlafcalans already 
in the Army. . The Republick gave the Command of this 
Body to a Cazique of one of the Quarters of their City, 
whofe Name was Chichemecal, a young Man of twenty- 
three Years of age, but of fuch a fuperiour Spirit and Cou- 
rage, that they already confidered him as one of the moft 
confiderable Captains of their Nation. Martin Lopez, 
marched out of Tlafcala, refolving to wait. the Spanifh 
Efcorte in Gualipar, a Town bur little diftant from the 
Mexican Frontiers. Chichemecal was not pleafed with this 
Delay, perfuading himfelf that he had Force and Courage 
fufficient to defend the Convoy againft all the Power of Mexi- 
co: However, he at laft refolved to obferve the Orders of Cor- 
tez,,and thought this Inftance of his Obedience a ereat Exploit. 
Lopez regulated the March, fo that all went out of the Town 
in good Order ; the Archers and Slingers, {upported by fome 
Pike-Men, marched in the Front; after whom came the 
Tamenes with all their Baggage; and the reft of the Troops 
formed the Rear: And after this manner they began that 
extraordinary Affair of carrying Veffels by Land, which 
(if it were permitted us to ufe Metaphors which are fome- 
times met with in Hiftory) might be faid to begin now 
to Aoat upon the Shoulders of Men, among the Waves 
formed by the different Movements, which the Inequality of 
the Ground occafioned. An admirable Invention of Cor- 
fez, then put in practice! but which, when related, looks 
more like a Dream than a Reality. 

In the mean time, Gonzalo de Sandoval fet forwards 
for Tlafcala, and {topped one day in Zulepeque, a {mall 
Town at a little diftance from the Road; which refufed 
Obedience, and was befides the very Place where thofe 
poor Spamards of Vera Cruz, who were going to Mexico, 
were betrayed and murthered. He had orders, either to 
chaftize or fubject that Town in his March; but the Army 
had no fooner turned their faces that Way, than the In- 
habitants abandoned the Place, and fled to the Mountains. 
Sandoval fent three or four Companies of Tlafcalans, 
with fome Spanzards, in purfuit of the Fugitives; and en- 
tring the Town, his Anger and Impatience increafed at the 
lamentable Marks he met with of their paft Barbarity: on 
one of the Walls he found thefe Words written with a 
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Coal, In this Houfe the unhappy Juan Julte was taken, with 
many others his Companions. And a little after, in one of 
their Temples, he found the Heads of thofe Spaniards 
dried in the Fire to preferve them from Corruption: A 
dreadful Spectacle! which giving a freth Idea of their 
terrible Death, made the Images and Reprefentations of 
the Devil appear ftill more hideous. At this fight, Pity 
infpired them with Rage, and Sandoval refolved to match 
out with all -his Men, and revenge that execrable Cru- 
elry with the utmoft Rigour. He had already given his 
orders, when the Companies which he had before detached, 
returned with a great number of Prifoners, Men, Women, 
and Children, having killed upon the Mountains all who 
endeavoured to efcape, or did not immediately furrender, 
Thefe miferable Wretches, bound, and almoft dead with 
fear, teftified their Repentance by Tears, and pitiful Out- 
cries; they threw themfelves at the feet of the Spaniards, 
and quickly moved them to compaflion. Saadoval made his 
Officers intreat him, that the Prifoners might fet the greater 
value upon their Pardon; and, in fine, he caufed them to 
be unbound, and accepted their Submiflions; the Cazique, 
and the moft confiderable Men among them, engaging for 
the whole Town, to be obedient to the King: of which 
Engagement they afterwards difcharged themfelves very 
faithfully, either through Fear or Acknowledgment. 
Arrer this, Sandoval ordered’ his Men to gather up 
the miferable Remains of the facrificed Spaniards, and 
ive them burial, and continued his March to the Frontiers 
of Tlafcala, where he atrived without any confiderable 
Accident. Martin Lopez, and Chichemecal, with the Tlaf- 
calans drawn up in rank and file, came forth to receive 
him: The two Armies faluted each other by Difcharges 
and Shouts, and afterwards by Embraces, and particular Ci- 
vilities. Some neceflary time of Reft was allowed to the 
Troops newly atrived; after which, Sandoval dirested the 
March, giving the Vanguard to the Spaniards and Tlaf- 
calans which came with him, the Main Body to the Ta- 
menes, with fufficient Numbers to defend their Flanks ; 
and Chichemecal with his Troops brought up the Rear: But 
the young Man was difpleafed that he was not placed in a 
more advanced Poft; and his Difcontent went fo far, as to 
sive Sandoval {ufpicion of his quitting the Army: fo that 
he was obliged to go to him, and take fome pains to fa- 
tisfy 
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tisfy him. He endeavoured to make him comprehend, chat 
his Pot was the moft honourable, as being the moft dan- 
gerous ; for that in all probability the Mexicans would en- 
deavour to fall upon the Rear.» But this did not in the 
leaft fatisfy him ; on the contrary, he replied, That as. at 


the Ajjault of Mexico, he intended to be the firft that, fhould 


fet bis foot within the Breach, he defired always to march ii 


the Front, and give an example to his Troops: So that, in 
fine, Sandoval was obliged to march with him, to add to 
the Honour of the Rear. A remarkable Point of Vanity’ 
and one of thofe which are wont to produce the greateft 
Inconveniencies in Armies; for the principal Duty of a 
Soldier is Obedience, and true Valour has its bounds pre- 
fcribed by Reafon, which always carries a brave Man to face 
the Dangers which approach him, with an unfhaken Refo- 
lution, but doth not in the leaft oblige him to go to teek 
them. 

Tux Army marched in the fame Order it at firft fet 
out, thro’ the Enemies Country ; and tho’ the Mexicans 
fhowed themfelves fometimes upon diftant Hills, they did 
not venture t9 come to an engagement, but thought their 
Cries and Menaces a fufficient Exploit. 

Ar alittle diftance from Tezeuco the Army made a 
halt, out of complaifance to Chichemecal, who defired 
fome time of Sandoval to adorn himfelt with his. beft Fea- 
thers and Jewels, and ordered all his Officers to do the 
fame ; telling them, Ti hat as they were now drawing near 
to Action, Soldiers ought to celebrate {uch a Seafon as a Fefti- 
wal: A Rodomontade well enough becoming his Pride and 
Years. Hernan Cortez, went out of the City, attended by 
the King of Tezeuco and: all his Captains, to receive this 
fo much defired Succour; and after he had careffed the 
Chiefs, and allowed fome time for the Acclamations of 
the Soldiers, he made his Entry with all Solemnity : The 
Tamenes marched in Files like the Soldiers; the Planks, 
Iron-Work, and other Materials were ftored feparately in a 
great Work-Houfe, prepared for that purpofe near the 
Canals. The whole Army rejoiced at the fafe. arrival 
of thefe Preparations fo neceffary for the Conqueft of 
Mexico, which was equally defired by all. Cortez te- 
turned thanks to God, who rewarded the Piety of his Ih- 
rentions with Hopes, or rather Affurances, of Victory. 
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Martin Lopez immediately applied himfelf to the fe- 
cond Part in the formation of the Brigantines, and had 
new Workmen appointed him for the joining of the Planks, 
and other Work belonging to the building of a Ship. 
But Cortez, underftanding by the Mafter-Workmen, thar 
it would be at leaft twenty Days before the Brigantines 
could be fit for Service, he refolved to employ that time 
in viewing perfonally the Country abour the Lake, and 
what Pofts were fit to be feized, to prevent any Succours 
from Mexico; and withall, to do what damage he could 
to the Enemy in his March. He communicated this De- 
fign to his Captains, and: it being approved by all, he 
immediately made a difpofition to execute it; leaving 
Sandoval Governour of Tezeuco, with particular Orders to 
forward the building of the Brigantines. This Captain was 
qualified for every thing, and, by the multitude of Bufi- 
nefs in which Cortez, employ'd him, he fufficiently fhowed 

the great opinion he had of his Courage and Capacity. 
Wuitst Cortez, was confidering what Officers and 
Troops to take with him on this Expedition, Chichemecal 
defired an audience; and without’ knowing that Prepara- 
tions were making to take the field, told him, That Men 
like him, born for War, were ill fatisfied with living idly 
in their Quarters, efpectally after having paljed five Days 
without drawing the Sword: That his Men were refrefhed, 
and defired to fhow themfelves to their Enemy ; and that, 
moved by their Inftances, and the Ardour of Wii own Cou- 
rage, he humbly vequeffed to be ordered immediately upon 
fome Expedition, wherein he might give proofs of his Valour, 
and divert himfelf with the Mexicans, until the time came 
of compleating their Deftruction, at the Ajjault of their City. 
Cortez, had alteady refolved to take him with him, but 
this unfeafonable Vanity difpleafed him; and as he was 
not yery well fatisfied with his Behaviour upon the Road, 
(of which Sandoval had informed him) he anfwered him 
in a kind of raillery, That he had not only concluded upon 
an Action of importance, wherein he might affuage that Ar- 
dour which inflamed him, but that he was likewsfe refolved to 
accompany him, to be a witnefs of his Exploits. Cortez had a 
natural diflike to arrogant Boatters, true Valour being feldom 
feen without Modetty: neverthele{s, he -was fenfible that 
thefe. Tran{ports of Bravery were proper to his Years, being 
the Effect of youthful Blood, and the common Fault of 
: young 
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young Soldiers, who have met with Succefs in their  firft 
Tryals, and whofe want of Experience makes them think 
Valour to be Fool-hardinefs, and Fool-hardinefs to be their 
Profeffion. 


CHAP. XV. 


Hernan Cortez marches to Yaltocan, where he 
meets with Refiftance; he overcomes that 
Difficulty, and goes forward with his Army 
to Tacuba, aud after having vanquifhed the 
Mexicans in feveral Engagements, makes his 
Retreat: 


“PE T was thought proper to begin the Expedition by 
ye! @ the taking of Yaltocan, a Town five Leagues diftant 
203 from Tezeuco, upon one of the litle Lakes which 
difcharged itfelf into the great one. It was of importance 
to chaftife the Inhabitants of this Place, becaufe fome few 
days before they had returned an infolene Anfwer, and 
wounded the Meflengers who were fent to them with 
Offers. of Peace, and. to require their Obedience ; and’ be- 
caufe their Punifhment might have an influence upon the 
eft of the Indians thereabouts. Cortez, began his March 
after having heard Mafs, (whereat all the Spaniards affitted) 
leaving particular Inftructions with Sandoval, and giving 
fome friendly advice to the King of Tezeuco, Xicotencal, 
and other Chiefs of the Nations who ftayed behind in the 
City. He took with him the Captains Pedro de Alvarado, 
and Chriftoval de Olid, with two hundred and’ fitty Spa- 
niards, twenty Horfe, and a fplendid, numerous Body: 
of the Nobles. of Tezeuco. Chichemecal likewile attend- 
ed him with his fifteen thoufand Tlafcalans, to which 
were joind five thoufand Men, of tliofe commanded by 
Xicotencal. They had not marched above tour Leagues 
before they difcovered the Mexicans drawn up in Done: o 
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Battel, and divided into feveral grofs Battalions, with a 
defign, as it feem’d, to defend in the open Field the Place 
threatned. But upon the firft Difcharge of the Fite-Arms 
and Crofs-Bows, which was followed by an Attack of the 
Horfe, they were pur into fuch diforder, that being charged 
by the whole Army, they were utterly broken and defea- 
ted in fo fhort a time, that it was {carce perceivable they 
made any refiftance ; the greateft Part faved themfelves 
upon the Mountains, others threw themfelves into the 
Lake, and fome retreated to the Town of Yaltocan, leaving 
a great number of Dead and Wounded upon the Field of 
Battel, and fome Prifoners, who were immediately fent to 
TeZtuco. 

Tue Affaule upon the Town was deferred till the next 
Day, and the Army pofleffed themfelyes of fome Houfes 
that ftood near, where they pafled the Night without any 
extraordinary Accident. When Day appeard, they found 
the Difficulty of the Enterprize greater than they imagined ; 
the Town was fituated in the very Lake, and had a com- 
munication with the Land by a Caufey, or Stone-Bridge, 
the Water being likewife eafily forded in that Place: but 
the Mexicans who guarded that Poft, had broke the Caufey, » 
and had befides made a Ditch fo deep, that it was impof- 
fible to pafs over it any other way than by {wimming. 
Cortez, advanced full of affurance to carry the Place at once, 
and when he found this unhappy Obftacle in his way, he 
was for a while both confounded and vexed; but the 
Railleries and Scoffings with which the Enemy celebrated 
their Security, made him fee that he could not defift from 
his Undertaking, without manifeft hazard to his Reputation. 

He was contriving how to fill up the Ditch with Fafcines 
and Earth, when one of the Jvdians of Tez,euco gave him 
to underftand, that a little higher up there was a Shoal, 
where the Water fcarce covered the Ground. Cortez, took 
the Man along with him for a Guide, and immediately 
marched to the Place: The Depth of the Water was try'd, 
and though found greater than was related, yet not un- 
fordable. He ordered two Companies of about fifty or 
fixty Spamards to make the experiment, with fuch a num- 
ber of the Allies as he thought neceflary to make head 
againft the Troops he {aw advancing to difpute the Paflage. 


He remained himfelf on the Shore, with his Army drawn 


UP, 
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up, that he might fend fuccour as occafion required, and 
fecure the Field again{t any Eruption of the Mexicans. 

Tue Enemy perceiving that our Army was going to 
gain this Paflage, which they had endeavoured to conceal, 
advanced to defend it with their Slings and Arrows, wound- 
ing fome Soldiers, and giving enough to do to thofe who 
fought in the Warer, which in fome places took them up 
to the middle. Near the Town there was a pretty large 
Plain, free from Water, and our Men with Fire-Arms, who 
marched in the Front, were no fooner landed, but the 
Enemy retired into the Place, and in the little time that 
the reft of the Detachment were coming a-fhore, they en- 
titely quitted it, throwing themfelves into their Canoes 
with fo much hafte, that the Spamards entered the Town 
without oppofition. The Pillage did not laft long, (tho’ per- 
mitted, as a part of the Chaftifement) becaufe the Inhabitants 
had left nothing in their Houfes, but what they could not 
carry off ; fome Loads, however, of Corn and Salt were tran 
ported to the Army, together with a great Quantity of Cotton- 
Clothes, and fome flight Jewels of Gold, which the Owners 
either forgot, or defpifed. The Captains had no orders to 
keep pofleflion of the Town, but to punifh the Inhabitants ; 
and therefore ftaying only fo long as was neceffary to 
perform theit Commiffion, they re-pafled the Ditch at the 
fame Place, having firft fet fire to the Temples and prin- 
cipal Buildings. The General approved of this Condud, 
believing that the Flames of this Place would ftrike ter- 
ror into the Fugitives, and be a warning to the neighbour- 
ing Towns of the Danger that threatned them. 

Tue Army continued their march, and lodged that 
Night near Colbatitlan, a confiderable Town, which the 
next day they found difpeopled. The Mexicans thewed 
themfelves, but in a Place where they could neither attack, 
nor be attacked. The fame thing happened at Tenayuca, 
and afterwards at Efcapuzalco, large Towns fituate upon 
the Lake-fide, which they alfo found forfaken. The Ar- 
my lodged a Night in each of them, and Cortez, took 
exact notice of the Diftances, and of whatever elfe might 
be ufeful to his Defign, without fuffering any damage to 
be done to the Buildings, that it might be feen he ufed 
rigour only where he found refiftance. The City of Ta- 
cuba was not above half a League diftant from this laft Place, 
and difputed with Tezeuco for largenefs, and number a) 

Ne 
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Inhabitants. Ic was fituated upon the extremity of the 
great Cauley, where the Spaniards had formerly fuftered 
fo much, and was a Poft of great importance, as being oi. 
all the Towns upon the Lake, the neareft to Mexico, and 
the Key of the Road which the Army muft neceflarily 
pafs, in order to form the Siege of that Capital City ; 
but at the prefent the General had no thoughts of potfeti- 
ing himfelf of it by reafon it was too far from T eZeuco 
for Succours to come to him from thence. His Intention 
was only to view it, and to confider attentively what mea- 
fures of Prevention and Caution were to be taken, when the 
time came, of chaftifing the Cazique for his former Injury 5 
whofe exemplary Punifhment would be of great ufe to 
quell the Infolence, and facilirate the Subjection of the 
Inhabitants. 

Tue Army advanced in the fame good Order as if 
they were marching to a much more difficult Enterprize, 
and before they arrived at the Place, they difcovered a 
great Body of ‘Troops, without number, compofed of 
thofe Mexicans who had all along obferved the march of 
the Spaniards, and of others who were appointed to aflift 
the Garifon of Tacuba. The City not being able to con- 
tain all thefe Troops, they were defirous to attempt the 
defence of its Walls, by a Battel in the open Field. All 
their Battalions advanced at once, and charged with {o 
much fiercenefs and fuch loud: cries, as might have gi- 
ven concern to Men lefs acquainted with the deceitful 
Appearances of their furft Attacks; but having received the 
Difcharge of the Fire-Arms (which always ftruck mote ter- 
ror-than it did hurt). and being farther terrified by the 
Horfe, they were eafily difordered, fo that the reft of the 


° 


Army coming up, routed their Wan-Guard, and pierced to 
the very Center of the Multitude; notwithftanding which, 
they obftinately difpured the Victory for a confiderable 
time; but at laft they all turned: their backs, the greater 
part flying to the City, andthe reft taking different Paths, 
‘with, no other thought, but how.to avoid the Danger. 

Tue Spaniards remained Matters of the Field of Battel, 
and-employed, the remaining part. of the Day in chufing 
an advantageous Poft, where they might lodge themfelves 
during the Night; but at break of day the Enemy appeared 
again, in the Field; witha defign to retrieve the Honour 
they-had. loft the day before. . The General ranged ‘his 
Troops, 
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Troops, and giving the fame Orders he had done the pre- 
ceeding day, overthrew them with greater facility, as ha- 
ving their former Defeat and Flight trefh in their Memory. 
Cortez pufhd them with Sword and Pike into the ve- 
very City, and following clofe at their heels with the Spani- 
ards and fome Companies of the Allies, maintain’d the 
Fight in the inner pare of it, until, night approach- 
ing, he drew off his Troops to their former Lodgment ; 
permitting the Soldiers to plunder fome Houfes they had 


ee : . ’ 
taken poffeflion of, and leaving them in Flames, partly 


to fhow his Indignation, and partly to keep the Enemy em- 
ploy'd, that he might make his retreat without oppofition. 
Corvez temaind five days in his Poft near Tacuba, 
where the Enemy made him a vific every day, and were al- 
ways beat back to the City. His Intention was to watte 
the Garrifon by thefe Sallies, and, finding by the abare- 
~ ment of their Ardor, and the faintnefs of their Efforts, 
that their numbers were greatly diminifh’d, he refolv’d 
to attack them in his turn. Orders were already given, 
and every thing difposd for the Aflault, when he faw a 
very confiderable Body of Mexicans advancing upon the 
Caufey. It was neceflary to deteat this Succour before he 
cou'd carry on his Defigns againft the Town. He refoly'd 
therefore to expect them at a diftance from the Cau- 
fey, that he might engage them, when they were all drawn 
up upon the main Land, and make the greater {laughter of 
them in a place where they would be fo ftreightned in their 
retreat; but thefe Mexicans had orders (and st was faid, from 
the Emperor Guatimozin) to fend fome Troops before 
the reft, who {uffering themfelves to be charg’d, and then 
retreating, fhould entice the Spaniards to the purfuit and 
endeavour to draw them upon the Caufey. This Defign 
they compats'd with notable dexterity ; for fome of them 
advancing in diforder to the main Land, and forming 
themfelves after a confusd manner, Cortez miftook their 
contriv’d Stratagem for the Effect of Fear, and leaving part 
of his Army to make head againft the Garrifon of Tacuba, 
march’d directly to the Cauley, fuppofing that he fhould 
eafily rid himfelf of thefe Enemies, and fo be able to re- 
turn to the Afflaultr upon the City. The Mexicans, who 
were advanc’'d upon the firm Land, turn’d their Backs upon 
the firft approach of the Spaniards, and fled to join the 
reft of their Troops ; the whole Body of which, as pats 
ingly 
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ingly terrify'd, retird by little and little, im order to-draw 
the Spamards upon the Cauley. The General, led: away 
by thefe favourable appearances, :purfu’d them without ma- 
king {ufficient reflection; for it was not long fince the acci- 
dent of /ztapalapa, nor could he be ignorant, thar by thefe 
feign’d Flights the Jzdzans often drew their. Enemies into 
Ambufcades ; but the frequent repetition of Victory (fome- 
times dangerous to Conquerors) did not,» at that time, 
permit him to confider all the Circumftances: that diftin- 
guifh between a pretended and a real Fear. cy, 

Tu Mexicans rally’d and made head when they. per: 
ceived Cortez, and his Troops within the Caufey, and. whilft 
they endeavour'd to keep him in ‘play by their. refiftance, 
innumerable Canoes fally'd out of Mexico, and invefted 
both fides of the Caufey, fo thar the Spamards were at once 
attack’d both in Front and Flank. Cortez; being now fenfis 
ble of his Imprudence (though fomewhar. late) found it 
neceflary to retire, withholding his Men from. advancing 
further upon the Caufey, and making a Front to the Canoes 
on each fide. The Enemies were furnill’d with Pikes very 
dangerous, fome of them being arm’d with the points 
of the Swords taken from the Spaniards the night of the 
retreat. Many of our Men were wounded, and they were 
very near lofing a Colours ; for in the heat of the Fight, 
Enlign Juan Volante fell into the Lake, by a blow of a Pike, 
and the Jzdians, who were neareft, {eizing upon him, put 
him into a Canoe with a defign to prefent him ro. their 
Emperor : He fufter’d himfelf to be carried away, feigning 
to {ubmit ; but when he found himfelf at a futhcient di- 
{tance from the reft of the Canoes, he recover'd his Arms, 
and difingaging himfelf, from thofe who guarded him, by 
killing fome of them, he threw himfelt into the Water, 
and {wam afhore with his Colours, with equal Bravery and 
Good-fortune. 

Corvez, with Sword in hand, exposd himfelf to the 
oreateft dangers, and brought off his Troops with little 
lofs to the firm Land; having fufficiently reveng’d him- 
felf upon the Jndians for their deceit in drawing him up- 
on the Caufey ; upon which, and in the Lake, their lofs 
was as great as they could have fuftain’d in a fair and. 
open Battle : but judging it rafhnefs to return to the Enter- 
terprize upon Tacuba, in {pite of the Mexicam Reinforce 
ment (which always kept in view) he thought of retiring 
tO 
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to Tezseuco, which, with the approbation of his Captains; 
he. prefently. put in) executions: The Mexicans did not 
venture tos quic the Caufeyor their Canoes, till fuch 
time as the:diftance: of our Army, gave them Courage to 
follow afat).off; contenting themfelves with fending forth 
gtear cties;: an which fruitlefs: Fatigue, alk their Revenge 
ended. This Expeditiom was ‘of great Importance, ‘as well 
for the Damage done to the Mexicans in ‘the feveral En- 
gagements, as for the Knowledge ithe Spaniards gain’d of 
dus pare of tle Country, of which ic would: be neceflary af- 
verwards to| make themfelves Matters; And altho’ our 
Hiftorianrendeavours\to obf{cure the Glory of it, it was of 
fuch great Confequence to Cortez, with re{pect to his main 
Defign, that/he no fooner arrived at Tezeuco, but the Ca- 
ziques of | Tucapan, Mafcalzingo, Autlan, and of other 
Townsupomthe North-fide of the Lake, came to make their 
Submifhon;:and oftercthe Afliftance of their Troops. A 
fure ugn that the Spaniards came back with Reputation, 
which isan Acquifition of the greateft Advantage in War, 
and which gains upon the Minds of Men what Force of 
Arms cannot obtain without gréat Difficulty. 
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A Frefo. Succour of Spaniards arrives at 
TFezeuco. Sandoval marches tothe Relief of 
Chaico ; defeats the Mexicans twice in the 
open Field, and takes the Towns of CGuatte- 
peque avd Capittlan. 


(==> H E Profperity of fo many Succeffes was almoft an 
Wer. lee evident Proof, that Heaven was interefted in the 
3 PENS Conqueft of this Empire ; nor could fome favour- 
wee? able Accidents, whereinhuman Diligence had no 


fhare, be poflibly thoughtto come from any other hand, be- 
ing fo well adapted to prefent Neceflity, and fo much ei 
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yond all Expectation. - A Veflel of confiderable: burthen; 
{ent to Hernan Cortez, arrived at thistime at Vera Cruz 
and in her julian de Alderete, Native of Tordefillas, with 
the Chara¢ter of the» King’s Treafurer; Father Pedro 
Melgarcio de Urrea, a Regular of the Order of St. Francis, 
born at Seville ; Antonio de Caravaial, Geronimo Ruiz, de 
la Mota, Alonzo Diaz, de la Reguera, and {everal. other 
Soldiers of diftinction, with a very confiderable Succour of 
Arms. and other. Neceflaries. They. immediately: marched 
to Tlafcala, (the Ammunition being carried on the Shoulders 
of Zempoallan Indians,) and there they shad an Efcort given 
them to conduct them faie to Tezeuco, they. themfelves 
carrying thither the firft News of their Arrival. +9 fowl 

Bernal Diaz, del Caftillo fays, That this Veflel came. 
directly from Spain: and, datonio de Herrera, who makes 
mention of it, does not fay who fent it, defiring perhaps to 


: : re) 
conceal his Ignorance by that Omiflion Ic feems very un- 


likely thac it thould come to Cortez; from Spain, without 
bringing Letters from his Father and his Agents; and more 
e(pecially at a time when they might have informed him of 
the good Succefs of their Negociations, which account, accord- 
ing to thefe Authors, he did not receive ‘till a long time after. 
I am inclined to believe, as more probable, that it came 
from Santo Domingo, whofe Governours Cortez had inform’d 
of the Difficulties he was engaged in, as has been before 
obferved ; and the coming of a Treafurer for the King, 
does not in the leaft conclude any thing to the contrary : 
for it was properly within the Jurifdiction of thofe Gover- 
nours to name {uch Officers as were to colleét the Fifth, due 
to the Emperor; and their Authority extended over all 
thofe Conquefts. But from whence foever this Succour 
came, it could not have arrived more opportunely ; nor 
did Cortez, mifs to difcern the true fource of ir, ateributing 
to God not only his good Fortune in the Augmentation of 
his Forces, but the very Vigour of Mind, which he per- 
ceived in himfelf, and that marvellous Conftancy, which 
tho’ agreeable enough to his natural Courage, yet feemrd to 
him at this time rhe immediate Effect of a heavenly In- 
fluence. : 

A vr this time there arrived Meflengers, difparch’d in great 
hafte to Cortez, from the Caziques of Chalco and Thama- 
nalco, to demand. Succour againft a powerful Army, which 
the Enemy were providing in Mexico for fubjecting the 
| Towns 
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“Towns of their Diftriéts, which adhered to the Interefts of 
the Spaniards. Guatimozin had a great Inclination to 
Arms, and as appeared by other parts of his Conduét, ap- 
‘plied himfelf intirely to the Arts of War. He was con- 


tinually contriving means to get the Victory over his Ene- 


‘mies, and had confidered that there was no better way to 


compafs his Defign, than by feizing on thar Frontier, where- 
by he might cut off the ‘Communication with Tlaf- 


-cala, and prevent any Succours coming from Vera Cruz; a 


Point of fo much Confequence, that Cortez, found himfelf 
abfolutely obliged to: protect thefe Allies, to whofe Fide- 


lity he owed the Preferyation of this neceflary Pafs free 
rom ‘the Mexicans. He immediately difpatch’d Gonzalo 


-de Sandoval:to their Relief, with three hundred Spaniards, 


‘awenty Horfe, and fome Companies of Ilafcala and Te- 


Zeuco, amounting to fuch a number as he thought fufficient, 
the Troops of thofe Provinces being already in Arms. 

Sanpova.t made no delay, but march’d with fo much 
diligence, that his Succour arrivd very opportunely : the 
Caziques had: affembled all their Troops, which, joined to 
thofe of Sandoval, made a very confiderable body. The E- 
nemy was not very far off, their Army having lodg’d 
the Night before at Guaftepeque, and it) was refoly'd to at- 
tack them before they enterd: upon the Territories of 
Chalco. In the mean time, the Mexicans depending upon 
the Number of their Forces, and having learnt that the 
Spaniards were come tothe fupport of the Chalquefes, pof- 
feffed themfelves of fome Barancas or hollow Ways, in or- 
der to wait the coming of our Troops in a place where 
they might be fecure againft the Horfe. The Spaniards 
were fenfible of the Difficulty, when they came to the 
Charge, and Sandoval ftood in need of all his Refolution 
and all the Valour of his Troops to diflodge the Enemy 
from that Poft, which they did with Sword in Hand, bur 
not without fome Lofs: for on this occafion died bravely 
fighting a Spant fh Soldier, call'd  fuan_ Dominguez, much 
efteemed in the Army for his fingular Skill in che managing 
of Horfes. 

Tue Mexicans loft a great number in this Difpute ; 
however, they thought themfelves ftrong enough to rally 
and draw up upon the Plain : But Sandoval having {oon 
overcome the difficulty of the Paffage, attack’d them fo 
briskly, that. he broke them before they could form. The 

Z Van- 
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Van-guard of the Enemy continued the Fight for forte 
time with defperate Fury ; and if their Refiftance had‘ 
latted a little longer, this Combat might have been ¢call’d 
a Battle : but this diforderly Multitude foon gave way, 
and difpersd, and the Spaniards tollowed the purfuit with 
fo much Vigour, that the AMdexicans loft the greateft part-of 
their Troops. Sandoval remained Mafter of the Field, 
and chofe a place for his Army to halt in, and take a little 
Reft, refolving to advance that Night to Guaftepeque, whi- 
ther the greateft part of the Fugitives were retired. - 
Bur {carce had the Troops began to enjoy the repofe 
they fo much wanted for the Recovery of their Strength, 
when the Scouts, who had been fent out to view the Ave- 
nues, return’d, and gave the Alarm fo warmly, thar it was ne- 
ceflary to’ form the Army with all Expedition. A body of 
fourteen or fifteen thoufand Mexicans were advancing in 
good Order, and were fo near, that the Spaniards could 
hear the found of their Drums and Horns. Thefe Troops 
were f{uppofed to be fent as a Reinforcement to thofe which 
had march’d from Mexico before, becaufe it was impoflible 
for the latter, who had been entirely broken, to have formed 
themfelves in fuch good Order in fo fhort a time, nor was 
the bold Air with: which they advanced, confiftent with the 
Terror of fuch a: Defeat. The Spamards advanced to 
receive thefe new.Comers, and attack’d them fo feafonably, 
that putting their Front in diforder, they made way for the 
Horfe to. charge without any Risk ; who according to cuf 
tom made fucha Slaughter of the Enemy, that they were 
foon obliged to turn their Backs, lying in Confufion to the 
Town of Guaftepeque, where they believ’d themfelves in Se- 
curity ; but the Spaniards followed them fo clofe (killing 
all they overtook) that they entered the place at the fame 
time with the Fugitives, and maintain’d the Entrance, till 
the reft of the Troops coming up, they divided themfelves 
into the feveral Streets, and with Sword in Hand drove the 
Enemy out of the Town: The Mexicans loft great Num- 
bers by their obftinate Refiftance, and the reft who fled, 
were {o terrified, that in a little time there was not one to 
be feen thereabouts. | 
Tuts Town was fo large, that Sandoval was refolv'd to 
quarter there that Night, and the Spaniards with the great- 
eft pare of their Allies lay.under cover. The Victory was 
the more joyful, becaufe- the Soldiers were allowd to 


plung 
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plunder, provided they took nothing that was burdenfome, 
or, would embarafs them in the ufé of their Arms. The 
Cazique of the Town, and fome of the principal Inhabi- 
tants, came a little after, and made their Submiffion, ‘ex- 
cufing what was paft by the force put upon. them by the 
Mexicans, and {hewing their Sincerity by coming unarnyd, 
and furrendring themfelves to the difcretion of the Con- 
querors. The Spaniards receiv'd them courteoufly, and 
atter Sandoval had {ent out to view the Country, which was 
found quiet ; he refoly’d, with the Approbation of | his 
Captains, to make his Retreat: but the People of Chalco, 
who had better Spies abroad, receiv’ advice’ that the 
Mexicans, who had efcaped from: the paft- Engagements, 
were all joined in Capifflan, and protefted to him that to 
retreat now was to leave them in the fame danger from 
which he came to deliver them. Upon «this’ News, : he 
thought it neceflary to go and difperfe this Body of Fu- 
gitives, before ‘they fhould be reinforced) with  freth 
Troops. : OD vildo sg 
CapPistiawn was but two Leagues diftant from Gua- 
frepeque on the fide of Mexico. The Town was ftrong by 
Nature, being feated: upon ‘the top ‘of a great Rock, 
difficult of accefs;. with a River'on the other fide, which 
running with rapidity from the neighbouring Mountains, 
wafhd the Precipices of the Rock. When the Troops. 
came up, they found the Mexicans prepar'd for their de- 
fence, and that they had coverd all the top of this Emi- 
nence with Soldiers; who celebrated their fecurity with 
loud Cries, and difcharging fome Arrows, not fo much to 
wound, as to irritate the Spamards: Sandoval refoly’d* to 
drive the Enemy from this Poft, thar he might leave the 
neighbouring Provinces free from any fear of a new Inva- 
fion ; and finding there were only three ways by which he 
could make the attack, which were equally difficult, he or- 
der’'d the Troops of Chalco and Tlafcala to advance firlt, 
as People more accuftomed to thofe rugged Pafles. But 
they did not obey with the fame readinefs they usd to do, 
fhowing by the flownefs of their motion, that they thought 
the difficulty of this Undertaking fuperior to their Force ; 
fo thar Sandoval, impatient of delay, threw himéelf into 
the danger at the head of the Spaniards, which fo anima- 
ted the Indians, that, finding by this Example the unrea- 
fonablenefs. of their Fear, they adyancd by the ss 
} = 


Pa 
We 


9 TES be ae iT Sata | orem , i he a a Pe ae ee ae de Sek ee cm > a 
+ t a ; 
z : Lod . 
oe , Sy 0 See y eas 
2 art e al 


92 The Hiftory of the CONQUEST Boox VY. 


difficult parts of the Rock, mounting» it with more 
eafe than the Spamiards, and fighting with equal bravery. 
The way was fo fteep in {ome places, that they could not 
make ufe of their Hands, without fear of their Feet flip- 
ping, andthe Stones which the Enemy roll’'d down from 
che top, wounded more than their Dartsand Arrows : ne- 
verthelefs the Fire-Arms, and Crofs-Bows, cleard the way 
for the Pikes and Swords, and the Affailants, by their valour 
and conftancy, forcing their way againft all oppofition, 
gain'd the top. of the Hillat the fame time that the Mexicans 
were retiring into the Town, fo difpirited, that they fcarce 
made a difpofition to defend it, or defended it fo weakly, 
that they were driven. to the edge of the Precipice,. where 
all that did not fling chemfelves, down were put to the 
Sword ; and the flaughter was fo great upon this occafion, 
that for a while (according to. the moft exact relations) 
there ran ftreams of Mexican Blood into the River,’ in {uch 
abundance, that the Spaniards who went down to quench 
their thirft, were oblig’d to refrain from drinking, or to do 
it with horror. 2 rane Ted 
Sanvovaw liad his Armour broke in two places by 
Stones, and. fome Spaniards were very much wounded ; 
among whom, Andre, de Tapia, and Hernando de Ofma, 
were the moft confiderable, or beft defervd to be remem- 
berd. The Confederates {ufter'd moft ; becaufe that part of 
the Rock by which they attack’d was very difficult to mount, 
and they, ran upon the Danger more precipitately. 
Sanpovat haying gain’d three or four Victories in fo 
fhort a time, and the Mexicans being defeated and chasd 
out of thofe Provinces that needed the Protection of his 
Arms, he began his March the next day for Tezeuco by 
the fame Road he came, and arrived there without any 
Oppofition. | 
As foon as the News of his Retreat was brought to 
Mexico, the Emperor fent a new Army againft the Pro- 
vince of Chalco, which plainly fhewed the great defire he 
had to cut off the Spamards Communication with Llafcala. 
The Chalquefes had news of this Invafion, at a time when 
they cou’d have no dependance but upon their own Arms; 
and affembling in hafte the Troops they, had ready, with 
thofe they could get from their Allies, they took the Field 
with more Refolution than formerly, and obferving a bet- 
ter Order in the difpofition of their Men. The two Ar- 
: mies 
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mies advancd towards each other, and fighting with equal 
Bravery, the Battle was long and bloody ; but in the 
end the Chalquefes gain'd the Victory, and tho’ they loft 
great numbers in the Action, they flew more of the /ex- 
icans, and remain’d matters of the Field. The news: of 
this Victory was receiv'd with great applaufe at Tezeuco ; 
and Cortez, was particularly pleas’d to find that his Allies 
were in a condition to fupport themfelves, and that their 
own Forces were fufficient to defend them. This happy 
| Succe{s was principally owing to their Valour, but the Or- 
der and good Difcipline which they obfery’d in the Fight, 
did much contribute to the Victory, and it was of great 
Importance to thofe People to have been Conquerors 
in other Battles, wherein they loft the Fear they had can- 
ceiv‘d of the commanding Nation, and by the help of the 
Spaniards, had difcover'd the Sectet, That Mexicans coud 
be beaten like other Men. 
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| CHAP. XVI 


Cortez marches out of Tezeuco, to view the 
Lake on the fide of Suchimilco:.He has two 
dangerous Engagements with the Enemy, 


who had fortified themfelves upon the Moun- 
tains of Guaftepeque. 


zea) ORT E Z could have with’d, that Sandoval had 
qehr tev) Hoc xceturn’d, without penetrating as far as Suchi- 
milco upon the Lake, which was but a few Leagues 
diftant from Guaftepeque, it being of great Im- 
portance to take a View of that City, where 
there was’ a very broad Caufey, which join’d the principal 
ones that led to Mexico. And as the finifhing of the Bri- 
gantines would ftill take up fome Time, he refoly’d to 
employ it in this Expedition. He alfo confider'd the Ad- 
vantage of covering the Paflage to Tlafcala, and anima- 
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ting the People of Chalco, who feenvd apprehenfive of new 
Invafions. Cortez, charg’d himfelf with the execution of this 
Defign, taking with him Chriffoval de Olid, Pedro de Alva- 
yado, Andres de Tapia, and Fulian de Alderete, with three 
hundred Spaniards, and {uch Troops of Tezeuco and Tlaf- 
cala as he judg’d neceflary, {uppofing he fhould find the 
Cazique of Chalco, with his Allies, in Arms. 

In his Abfence, he left the Military Command with San- 
doval, and the Civil with the Cazique Don Hernando, who 
was always Submiflive and Aftectionate; and tho’ his Age and 
Genius inclin’d him to more active Employments, he had 
fufficient underftanding to know, that it was more merito- 
rious to obey. 

Hernan Correz fet out from Tezeuco, on the sth 
of April, 1521, and hearing no News of the Mexicans, 
march’d with. fo much diligence, that. he arriv’d the next 
Night at Chalco, where he found the Confederate Caziques 
aflembled in the City, and under an Alarm, becaufe they 
did not expect any Succour from the Spaniards, and had 
difcoverd on the Side of Suchimilco a new Army of Mexis 
cans, much ftronger than any of the former, who were com- 
ing with a Defign to ravage and poflefs themfelves of their 
Country. The Demonftrations of their Joy were equal to the 
Trouble they were in before: They threw themfelves at 
the feet of the Spamiards, and lifted up their Eyes to 
the Heavens, to the favourable Difpofition of which, (accor- 
ding to their Ideas) they attributed. this {udden Change of 
their Fortune. ‘ Cortez, intended to make ufe of their Arms, 
and therefore leaving them in the Opinion, that he. was 
come only to{uccour them, he did what he could to recover 
them, out of the fright they had conceiv'd, and..by applaud- 
ing their Victory, to give them a high conceit of their own 
Bravety. 

T HESE Caziques had their advanced Centrys and fome 
Spies in the Enemies Country, who. pafling the Word from 
one.to another, gave Notice continually of the Enemies 
Motions; and by this means they underftood, that the 
Mexicans, being inform’d-of the Arrival of the Spaniards 
at Chalco, had made a-Halt upon the Mountains, which 
were in the Way, dividing their Troops, to garrifon fome 
Fortrefles on the Tops. of thofe Entinences that were moft 
difficult of Accefs.. This Conductofthe Mexicans might 
have been defign’d, either to conceabthe Nuniber of their 
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Troops, till fuch time as Cortez, thould retire, that they 
might afterwards fall upon his Allies ; or, what feems more 
probable, to wait the coming of their Enemies, in a Place 
where they had the Advantage of the Ground: But in both 
thefe Cafes it feem’d abfolutely neceflary to attack them in 
their Fortifications, that no time might be loft in marching 
to Suchimilco. i 

W iT 4H this refolution the Army marched the fame nisht 
to a Town, deferted by its Inhabitants, ac the Foot of the 
Mountain, where it was join’d by the Troops of Chalco and 
of the adjacent Country: A numerous Body of good Sol- 
diers, which animated the reft of the Nations, who were ad- 
vancing to the Defilces in fome concern. At the firft ap- 
pearance of the Day, they began to enter the Mountains, 
by a narrow and difficult Path, between tworidges of Rocks, 
some Mexicans, who came to provoke the Spaniards, thow- 
ed themfelves upon the Tops of the Rocks on both fides 
The Army march’d flowly on, filing off as the Nature of 
the Ground required, ’till they came to a Plain, at an open- 
ing of the Hills, which at fome diftance clofed again. Here 
Cortez, form’d his Men as well as he could, having difco- 
ver'd on the higheft Eminence a confiderable Fortre(s, where 
the Enemy had lodg'd themfelves in fuch numbers, as might 
have ftruck a Dread, tho’ in alefs advantageous Poft. Their 
defign was to proyoke the Spaniards, and draw them on to 
the Attack, in the midft of thofe Precipices, where the diffi- 
culty of the Way was no lefs dangerous than the Arms of 
the Enemy. 

Cortez was ftung to the quick by the infulting rail- 
leries of the Enemy, who laugld at his Delay, nor could he 
beat, with Patience, their reproaching the Spaniards with 
Cowardice ; fo that giving way to Anger (feldom a cood 
Counfellor) he march’d his Troops to the Foot of the 
Mountain, where, without ftaying to chufe the leaft difficult 
Path, he ordered two Companies of Mufqueteers and Crofs- 
Bows, to advance to the Attack, under the Command of 
Captain Pedro de Barva, accompanied by fome Soldiers of 
particular Diftinétion, who voluntarily offer'd themfelves, 
among which was our Bernal Diaz, del Caffillo, who not {a- 
tisfy'd wich the Reputation of Valour he had already efta- 
blifh’d, put in fora fhare in every difficult Undertaking. 

T HE Mexicans retired as the Spaniards mounted the Hill, 
feigning to be in fome diforder, that they might ene 
them 
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them on to the moft dangerous part of the Precipice ; which 
they had no fooner effeéted, but they returned, with moft 
horrible Crys, letting fall from the Top {uch a terrible Shower 
of great Stones and entire Rocks, as barrd up the Way, after 
having born down every thing it met with. This  firft 
charge did great damage, and it would have been much 
greater, if Enfign Chriffoval del Coral, and Bernal Diaz 
del Caftillo, who advanced before the reft, had not retird to 
the hollow of a Rock, and advisd the reft to halt, and 
leave the Path, it being impoflible to go on, without fal- 
ling into greater danger. The General was fenfible, that 
there was no continuing the Atrack that way, and fearing 
they would all have perifh’d, fent them Orders immediate- 
ly to retire, which they did with the fame Danger. This 
A@tion coft the Lives of four Spaniards ; Captain Pedro 
de Barba was hurt, and many others wounded. Cortez, was 
inwardly fretted at this difgrace, as being in effect owing 
to his own imprudence ; but in publick he call’d it the 
Chance of War, hiding the weaknefs of his Excufes with 
menaces againft the Enemy. 

He ftrait refolv’d to advance with fome of his Captains, 
in fearch of a les dangerous Path, whereby to gain the top 
ofthe Mountain: And to this refolution he was equally 
carried, by a defire of revenging his lofs, and by the incon- 
veniency of continuing his march with theEnemy at his back. 
Neverthelefs, he could not put this defign in execution; 
for at the fame time he difcover'd an Ambutfcade, which gave 
him an opportunity of coming fooner to an Engagement. 
A Body of the Enemy’s Troops, which had been pofted on 
the other fide of the Mountain, coming down and poffefi- 
ing themfelves of a Wood near the Road, watch’d an oppor- 
tunity tocharge the Rear of the Spaniards when they fhould 
fee them engag’d in the Defilées; and had alfo given notice 
ro thofe above, to come down and attack the Van-guard at 
the fame time: And this Stratagem of the Barbarians fhows, 
what Mafters Hatred and Malice are, in the Arts of War. 

Hernan Correz caufed his Troops to make the 
fame movement, as if he defign’d to continue his march, 
laying open his Flanks to the Mexicans in Ambutfcade, and 
when he thought they were fecure, turned fhort upon them: 


“But they fled fo nimbly, and were fo favoured by the thick- 


nefs of the Woods, that he did them little damage ; and 
perceiving at the fame time, that the Fugitives took the 
: Road 
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Road of Guaftepeque,. he detach’d his Cavalry for the pur- 
fuit, and made the Infantry advance fome, Paces. This 
Motion. ferv'd to. difcover that the Asexicans above had a- 
bandoned their Fort, and were following the March of the 
Spamards by the Tops of the Mountains; fo that the In- 
convenience of leaving the Enemy behind, now ceafing, 
the Army purfued their way without any other oppofition, 
than the Crys of the Enemy, till abour a League and a half 
forward, they came to another Fortrefs like the former, which 
the Mexicans had garrifon’d ;. and tho’ their Cries and Me- 
naces {ufficiently. provok’d the General, ir was too near Night, 
and. he hada fatal Experience too frefh in his Memory, to 
engage with chem a-new, without further precaution, 7m 

His Army encamped near a little forfaken Village on 
the Top of an Eminence, from whence they could diicover 
the neighbouring Mountains. The Soldiers fufier'd very 
much in this Place for want of Water, and Thirft was an 
Enemy, alone fufficient to difturb their Hours of Reft. 
In the Morning they found relief from fome Springs which 
were not far from the Camp; and Cortez, commanding the 
Army to follow him, advanced to. view the Fortrefs of 
which the Enemies had poflefled themfelves, and found it 
more inacceflible than the former: for the Road in going 
up made feyeral Turns, and was throughout expofed to 
the Darts of the Enemy. But obferving another Eminence 
within Musket-fhot, which the Enemy, had _ neglected, he 
commanded Verdugo Barba and Alderete, to mount with 
the Musketeers, and feize it, in order to embarrafs the 
Mexicans in their Defence of the other Hill. This was 
prefently put in execution, by taking a Road covered 
from the Enemy, who frighted at the number of Men who 
were killd by the firft difcharge of the Fire-Arms, thought 
only of retiring to a confiderable Town joining to their 


Fortrefs. The Spanzards below guefs'd the truch of what 


had happened by the ceafing of the Enemies Cries ; and as. 


they were preparing for the Attack, difcovered from the 
neighbouring Height, that the Mexicans had entirely aban- 
doned their Fort, and were flying to the diftant patts of 
the Country : fo that Cortez, thought it unneceflary to take 
a view of that Poft, which he did not defign to keep, and 
was of no Importance after is was quitted by the E- 


nemy. ; | 
Bu T before the Army renew’d their March, they dif- 


covered feveral Women on the top of the Hill, calling our 
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for Peace, hanging out white Cloths, which they waved 
up and down, and accompanying thefe with other 
figns of Submiffion, that obliged Cortez to fend for them. 
The Cazique immediately came down, and ‘ofterd his O- 
bedience, fubmitting not only the Fort where he retided, 
but the other alfo which they had left behind, and which 
belonged to his Jurifdiction. He made an Apology with 
the air of a Man that fpoke Truth, and laid all the blame 
of the Refiftance the Army had met with upon thofe Moun- 
rains on the Mexicans, who were too powerful for him. 
Hernan Cortez, admitted his Excutes, either that he believ’d 
them true, or that he thought it not a proper time to exa- 
mine them ftrictly. The Cazique feemed very much con- 
cerned that he fhould pafs through his Territories without 
receiving the Submittion of his Vaflals ; and Cortez, to fa- 
tisfy him, was obliged to fend two Companies of Spaniards 
to take poffeffion in the Name of the Emperor, according 
ro the cuftom obferved at that time. 

ArrTerR this Ceremony was over, which did not detain 
them long, the Army march’d on to Guaftepeque, a popu- 
lous Town, which Gonzalo de Sandoval had left in Peace, 
and which they found as full of Inhabitants, and as well 
frock’d with Provifionsas, if it had been a time of Peace, or 
they had fuffered nothing by Opprediion from the Mexi- 
cans. 

T uz Cazique with the principal Inhabitants came to 
wait upon Cortez, to aflure him of his Obedience, and in- 
vite him to accept of a Lodging he had prepared for the 
Spaniards in his own Palace, and other Lodgings in the 
City for the Commanders of the Confederate Troops ; pro- 
mifing to fupply the reft with all neceflary Provifions, 
which he accordingly performed with great Prudence and 
Liberality. 

His Palace was fo fumptuous a Building, that it might 
vye with thofe of Motezuma, and fo large, that all the Spa- 
mards were lodged in it with eafe. In the Morning he 
carried them into a Garden he kept for his Diverfion (no- 
thing inferior to that of Iztapalapa) whofe Spacioufnefs 
and Fertility the Spaniards greatly admired, becaufe it far 
exceeded their Expectation, and was afterwards {poke of as 
one of the Wonders of that new World: It was above half 
a League long, and near as much in Breadth; the Ground 
was level and uniform, and regularly divided intro Plats, 
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with all the Fruit-Trees and Plants, which that Country 
produced, with feveral great Ponds which received the Wa- 
ter of the neighbouring Mountains, and feyveral Squares af 
ter the manner of Parterres full of Flowers and medicinal 
Herbs, cultivated with great care and placed in exact order; 
the Work of a powerful Lord, who had a tafte of Agri- 
culture, and had ftudied to heighten the Beauties of Nature 
with the Ornaments of Art. | 

Corts z endeavour'd to engage this Cazique it his 
Intereft by fome Prefents; but receiving’ Advice, as he was 
entering into the Garden, that the Enemy were expecting 
him at ® watlavaca, (a Town lying in the way he was’to pafs) 
he took but little pleafure in the Beauties of the Place, 
and gave Orders for the Army immediately to march, not 
without fome Concern that he had ftaid longer than he. 
ought. For fuch is the Nature of Care, with sreat difhiculty 
to admit of Interruption, and if fora while diverted, to 
return again with greater violence. | 
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CHAP. XVUHL 


The Army paffes on to Quatlavaca, where the 
Mexicans recerve a new Defeat ; from thence 
to Suchimilco, where Cortez furmounts a 
great Difficulty, and is in danger of being 


loft. 


Gaga UAT LAVACA was a populous Town, ftrong by Na- 
eR; ture, fituate between Barrancas, or breakings of the 
pa Earth above eight Fathoms deep, which ferv’d as a 
Ditch to the Place and Paflages for the Water that defcended 
from the Mountains. The Army arrived at this Place after 
having fubdued all the Towns which lay in their way without 
any difficulty. The Mexicans had cut down the Bridges, and 
coverd the Banks with fuch a number of Soldiers, that 
the Paflage feemed impoffible. But Cortez, drew up his 

Army 
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ik Armyoat 2 convenient diftance, and while the, Spaniards and 
| Confederates endeavour'd to: divert the Enemy, with, their 


Fire-Arms and Arrows, heswent, to view the /Barranca 3, and 
finding. it at fome-diftance slower much. narrower, he imme- 
diately ordered two or three Bridges to! be made, of Trees cat 
at the Root,-which,reach'd from onesfide to the, other, ; and: 
which laid together as well as:was poflible, made,a way, tho: 
fomewhat dangerous, for the Infantry.¢o pafs., The Spaniards 
of the Vanguard leaving the, Tlaf{calans.to keep the Enemy 
in play, immediately pafs'd over and form’d.a Battalion..on 
che other fide of the Ditch; which, was continually,augmented 
by the other Allies. But the Jexicans, who, were quickly 
fenfible. of their Negligence, poured down , upon, thafe 
| that had. pafled |.wich & much Refolution;, that they had 
hi much..to do to keep their ground 5, and the, Succefs had 
been ‘very doubtful, . if Cortez, had not opportunely. are 
tived,.followed by Olid, ‘Alvarado, and Tapia; who whiltt 


the Foot were getting Ovely. had, found. out.a, Paflage for 

the Horfe, which tho’a very difficult and dangerous one, was 

of great ufe in the extream danger to which the Spaniards 

were reduced. ==» » —— a . | 
Tur Horfle wheel’d about in order to charge the Mexi- 

cans in the Rear, which they did, affifted by fome Foot 

brought to their Succout by Bernal Diaz, del Caflillo ; who 

puth'd on by his ‘Courage, hhad’paffed the Ditch by the 

means of two or three Trees which were fallen down by 

their -own weight, and. lay a crofs the Barranca..» Several 

Spaniards quitted the Skirmith to follow the Example of 

Diaz, as did 4 confiderable number of Indians, who all 

mixed with the Horfe when they made their Charge. ©. 

i Bu rthe Mexicans, who now faw.the danger that threat- 

‘i ned them in the midft of their Fortifications, gave themfelves 

| for loft, and difperfing, fought only to efcape in the beft 

manner they could to the Mountains. They loft great Num- 

bers, both inthe defence. of the Ditch, and in their Flight; 

neverthele(s the greateft part faved themfelyes among the 

Rocks and Precipices, where it was not poflible to purfue 

them. ‘The Town" was found entirely abandoned, “but with 

good ftore of Provifions, and fome Spoils, which were given 

to the Soldiers. “A little afrer, the Cazique and fome of the 

chief Inhabitants who were willing to fubmit, called to the 

Spaniards from the further fide of the Ditch, defiring leave 

to retum to ‘the “Town, and prepare Quarters for the 
ssi Dette | Troops; 
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Troops ; which was immediately granted, and they were of 
ufe afterwards, rather by the notice they gave of the Ene- 
mys Motions, and by their Knowledge of the Country, 
than for any want the Spaniards had of their Offers, or 
any dependance they had on their Excufes; the neighbour- 
hood of Mexico keeping them in a neceflary Subjeétion. 

Earty the next Morning the Army took the Road of 
Suchimilco, a Place which deferved the name of a City, 
feated on the edge of a Frefh-Water Lake, which had a con 
munication with the great Lake; the Buildings were partly 
on the Land, and partly in the Water, where a great num- 
ber of Canoes ferved them to pafs ftom place to place : 
It was of great importance to take a view of this Poft, 
which was within four Leagues of Mexico : but the March 
was very troublefome; for after they had paffed a Defilée 
three Leagues long, they came into a barren dry Coun- 
try, where the Soldiers fuffered very much for want of 
Water; the Fatigue of the March and the Heat of the Sun 
increafing their Thirft to fuch a degree, that at their en- 
trance into a Foreft of Pines, they were infenfible of any 
Relief from its Shade. 

Near the Road they found fome Houfes within the 
Jurifdiction of Suchimilco, built for Farm-Houfes, or for 
Pleafure, by the Inhabitants of that Place. Here the Ar- 
my lodged, and enjoyed that Night the Reft and Refteth- 
ment they fo much wanted. The Enemy had purpofely 
quitted them, to wait the Spaniards in a ftronger Poff. 
Cortez, drew up his Army in order of Battel at break of 
day, and began his march, expecting to meet with a good 
deal of difhculty in his prefent Enterprize; it not bein 
likely that the Mexicans would leave Suchimilco, 2 Pott 
of fo great importance, and {o near to Mexico, without a 
ftrong Garrifon, efpecially fince all thofe who had efcaped 
from the paft Engagements, were retired to that Place. 

H1s Conjectures proved right, for the Enemy (the te- 
lation of whofe Numbers may be true, but fhall be omitted 
as improbable) had drawn up their Battalions in a Plain 
at fome diftance from the City, having a great and rapid 
River in their Front, which difcharged irfelf into the Lake. 
They had double-lined the Banks of this River, and dif 
pofed their main Body for the defence of a wooden 
Bridge, which they would not cut down, haying barricaded 
jt with Planks and Fafcines, and fuppofing, that tho’ this 
Gc For- 
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Fortification fhould be forced, they fhould have a fufficient 
Advantage in the narrowne({s of the Pafs, and be able to 
deftroy their Enemies as faft as they came over the Bridge. 

Hernan Cortez perceived the difficulty, but, without 
appearing concerned, extended the Troops of the Allies 
along the Bank of the River; and, whilft both Sides were 
difcharging their Arrows at each other with little effect, he 
commanded the Spaniards to advance, and gain the Bridge. 
The Spaniards met with fuch an obftinate Refiftance, that 
they were twice repulfed, but returning a third time to 
the Attack with greater Vigour, and making ufe of the 
Enemy's Trenches againft them, they foon became Matters 
of the Pafs; which fo difcouraged the Mexicans, that they 
began every where to fly, their Commanders ordering the 
Signal for a Retreat, either to cover their Diforder, or 
with a defign to rally. 

Tue Spaniards made hafte to feize upon the Ground 
the Mexicans had quitted, and at the fame time feveral 
Companies of Tlafcala and Tezeuco threw themfelves into 
the River, and fwam to the other fide, where they joined 
the Army. The Enemy were drawn up in Order of Battel 
under the Walls of the Town, but upon the firft Advance 
of the Spaniards they began to retire, provoking them ftill 
by their Cries, and fome Difcharges of Arrows, which did 
no execution, to fignify that they retreated out of choice. 
However, Cortez, fell upon them with fo much Vigour, 
that at the very firft Charge it was feen how near their af- 
feed Valour was to Fear. They continued retiring ito 
the City, in the Entrance of which they loft great numbers, - 
and fheltring themfelves within the Barricades, with which 
they had blocked up the Streets, began again to ufe their 
Arms, and defy their Enemies. 

Hernan Cortez left a part of his Troops without the 
‘own to fecure his Retreat, and to oppofe any Attacks 
that might be made from abroad, and entred with the reft 
to purfue the Chace. For which purpofe, ordering fome 
Companies to force the Barricades in the Streets, on the 
Right and Left,he advanced to the principal one, where the 
Enemy had their greateft Force. With fome difficulty he 
broke’ thro’ their Blocade, and, carried away by the 
Tranfports of his Courage, forgot the Care he ought 
to have had of his Perfon ; for throwing himfelf with more 
Bravery than Prudence into the midft of a multitude of 
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Enemies, he found himfelf {urrounded by them, when he 
would have returned to the affiftance of his Men. He 
fupported himfelf for fome time with the utmoft Cou- 
tage, until his Horfe, being tired, fell under him, and put 
him in extreme GanCCIaaOl Ufcoduite ma slinoterihe were 
neareft, immediately advanced, and, before he was in a 
condition to make ufe of his Arms, he was in a manner 
taken ; the only thing that defended him, being the great 
defire the Mexicans had to take him alive, for a Prefent to 
their Emperor. At this inftant, Chriffoval de Olea, Native 
of Medina del Campo, a Soldier of diftincuithed Valour, 
who was not. far off, faw the Diftrefs of his General, and 
calling to fome Tlafcalans who were fighting near him, 
forced his Way to the Place with fo much refolution, and 
was fo well feconded by thofe that followed him, that, 
after having killed with his own Hand thofe who preffed 
moft upon his General, he had the good fortune to reftore 
him to his Liberty. Cortez, immediately made ule of it 
to pufh the Enemy, who efcaping to thar Part of the City 
which ftood in the Water, left the Spaniards Mafters of 
all the Streets upon the firm Land. 

CoRTEZ came off with two flight Wounds, and Olea 
with three dangerous Cuts of a Sword, whofe Scars were 
afterwards honourable Marks of his Exploit. Herrera 
faith, that Cortez, owed his Liberty to a Tlafcalan, unknown 
both before and after, and relates the Action as a kind of 
a Miracle ; but Bernal Diaz, who was one of the firtt that 
came to the relief of the General, attributes the whole Ho- 
nour to Olea; and the Defcendants of this valiant Man, 
(leaving to God the Glory which is his due) may very 
well be excufed, if they rather believe an Author who re- 
lates what he faw, than one who goes upon Conjectures. 

WuivstT this Engagement lafted in the Town, the 
Troops that were without, under the Command of Olid, 
Alvarado, and Tapia, were not idle: The Nobles of Mex- 
co made an extraordinary effort to reinforce the Garrifon 
of. Suchimilco, whofe Confervation the Emperor Guatimozin 
had very much at heart. They embarked with ten thou- 
fand chofen Men, and landed ‘at fome diftance from the 
Town, knowing that the Spaniards were engaged in the 
Streets, and defigning to fall upon their Rear: but they 
were difcovered, and charged with fo much Refolution, 
that they were glad to reimbark, leaving a good age 
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of their Men upon the Field: Bur it appeared, by the refif- 
tance they made, that they were led by valiant Comman- 
ders ; and the Difpute was {o warm, that the three Spami/h 
Captains were wounded, befides a confiderable number of 
Spanifh and T! lafcalan Soldiers. 

Tit1s happy Succefs made Hernan Cortez, Mafter of the 
Field, and of all the Streets and Buildings upon the firm 
Land, and havin placed fufficient Guards on the Water- 
fide, he lodged Eis Troops in great Porticoes, near the 
principal Temple ; which haying a fore of a Wall capable 
of refifting the Arms of the Mexicans, feemed commo- 
dicus for the Repofe of the Soldiers, and the Cure of 
sheit Wounds. At the fame time he ordered fome Com- 
panies to mount, and view the Top of the Temple, which 
being found forfaken, he pofted an Officer, and twenty o£ 
thirty Spaniards in the upper Court, with orders to be 
alert, and to relieve the Centries often, that they might 
obferve every thing that paffed both by Land and by Wa- 
rer: A very neceflary Precaution, and of which the Ufe- 
fulnefs was foon experienced ! for at the clofe of the Even- 
ing, they gave notice, that they had difcovered on the 
Siile of Mexico, above two thoufand armed Canoes, that 
advanced with all the fpeed their Oars would permit ; by 
which timely Advice, the Spaniards were enabled to pre- 
vent the Dangets of the Night, by doubling their Guards 
at the Landing-Places ; and in the Morning they faw the 
Enemy difembark at a great diftance from the City, in ap- 
pearance about fourreen or fiftéen thoufand Men. 

Hernan CORTEZ went out to receive them, chufing an 
advantageous Piece of Ground for his Horfe, and leaving 
a good Part of his Troops for the defence of his Quar- 
wes. The two Armiés quickly drew near, and the Mext- 
cans began the Charge, but upon receiving the firft Fire, 
they gave round; {0 that the reft of our Troops coming 
up Sword in Hand, and charging them briskly, they foon 
turned their backs, and fled ; and the whole Action was 
rather a Chace than a Victory. | 

Cortez continued four Days in Suchimilco, for the 
Recovery of his Wounded, the Troops never quitting their 
Arms, becaufe the Neighbourhood of Mexico made it eafy 
for the Enemy to {end Succouis from thence ; and even 
when they were free from thofe Alarms, the Apprehenfion 


of them was fufficient to fatigue the Soldiers. 
‘ THE 
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Tue Day appointed for the Retreat came, which was 
executed, as had been refolved; the Enemy {till con- 
tinuing their Perfecution, and fometimes advancing to 
{feize the difficult Pafles, in order to difturb the March: 
but this Oppofition was eafily overcome, and with 
confiderable Advantage; and Hernan Cortez, returned to 
Tezeuco, with the fatisfaction of having obtained the two 
Ends he propofed by this Sally, the Knowledge of Sucht- 
milco (a Place of importance to his Defigns) and breaking 
the Force of the Enemy, in order to their weaker defence 
of Mexico. However, he was inwardly diffatisfied and 
melancholy for having loft nine or ten Spamards in this 


Expedition ; for, befides thofe that. were killed at the | 


firtt Affault of the Mountains, the Mexicans took three or 
four alive at Suchimilco, as they were pillaging one of the 
Houfes in the Water; and two of his Servants, who fell 
into an Ambufcade, by imprudently feparating from the 
Army. What mightily increafed his Concern, was the Cir- 
cumf{tance of their baa: taken alive, in ofder to bé {actris 
ficed upon the Altars o the Indian Idols; and their Mifs 
fortune recalled to his Mind his own paft Danger (when 
in the Enemy's power) of dying after the fame abomi- 
nable manner. But he always made reflections too late on 
the Importance of his Life; for when a time of Action 
came, he confulted only the Motions of his Valour, and 
poftpon’d the hearing of what Prudence might remonfirate; 
to another time. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


A Confpiracy of fome Spaniards againft the 

Life of Cortez, 1s pumifbed by the Death of 
a Spanith Soldier ; and a Sedition of fome 
Tlafcalans, by the Death of Xicotencal. 


wasweie LIE Brigantines were now in a condition to be 
gf iss launched, and the Canal had Depth and Capa- 
y city fufficient to receive them: All other necef- 
AMES {ary Preparations went on with vigour; great 
Quantities of Arms were made for the Jndians, an exact 
account taken of all the Stores in the Magazines, and all 
the Artillery was proved. The Day was appointed for the 
Confederate Caziques to appear at the Rendevouz with 
their Troops ; and particular care was taken to bring Pro- 
vifions continually to the Place of Arms, partly for the 
fake of the Ranfoms or Trafhcking, and partly as the Dif- 
charge of an Obligation the Confederates were under. The 
General looked into the moft minute Matters that related 
to the carrying on of the War, wherein great Dangers are 
often occafioned by {mall Faults, and therefore a very ex- 
tenfive Prudence is required. | 
Bur whilft Hernan Cortez, had his thoughts employed 
in thefe Affairs, a new Accident happened, which gave him 
much trouble, try’d his Valour, and was a convincing 
Proof of his Judgment: A Spaniard, who had been long 
in the Service, came to him full of concern, and defired to 
{peak with him in private ; when that was granted, he in- 
formed him, that during his Abfence, a Confpiracy had 
been formed againft his Life, and the Lives of all his 
Friends. The Author of it (as he faid) was a private Sol- 
dier, 
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dier, of very fmall note, as may be {uppofed, fince the 
firtt time we hear of his Name is with his Crime. He 
was called Antonio de Villafana, and his firft Intention was 
to get off from that Enterprize, the Difficulties whereof 
to him appeared infuperable. He fhewed his Uneatfi- 
nefs at firtt by murmuring, and foon proceeded to 
dangerous Refolutions. He, and thofe of his. Faction, 
blamed the General for his obftinate Purfuit of that Con- 
queft, declaring they would not caft themfelves away, to 
gratify his Rafhnefs, and talking of returning to the Ifland 
of Cuba, as of a thing very eafy to be performed. | They 
met to confult about this. Point with much Secrecy, and 
tho’ they found no great difficulty in quitting the Camp, 
and palling as far as Tlafcala, by virtue of a fuppofed 
Order from the General, the Inconvenience of going to 
Vera Cruz, (which was unavoidable, in order to embark) 
immediately occurred : for there they could not pretend a 
Commiffion or Leave from Cortez, without a Pafs un- 
der his Hand, nor avoid the Danger of being caft into a 
Goal, and feverely punifhed.. This put:them to a non- 
plus, and yet they perfifted in their Refolution,of with- 
drawing themfelves, without fixing om the Way how to 
compats it. iW 

AnTonio DE Vittarana, at whofe Quarters they held 
all their Affemblies, at laft propofed, that. all might be 
brought to pafs, by killing Cortez: and his chief Counfel- 
lors, and electing another General in his» room, who had 
not fet his heart fo much upon the Conqueft of Mexico, 
and who would be more governable; under whofe, Com- 
mand they might retreat, without the name of Fugitives, 
and: give it the turn of a piece of fervice to Velafques, by 
whofe Reprefentation of it to the Court of Spam, it might 
be efteemed as a Service:'done to: the King.) They all ap- 
proved of the Projet, and embracing Villafana, the Tu- 
mult began, by applauding the Sedition. they immediately 
drew up a Writing, figned by all that were: prefent, whereby 
théy obliged: themfelves to follow Villafana in the execu- 


tion of this horrible Atcempt ; and this Affair was managed - 


with fo much dexterity, that the Numbers: of thofe, who 
figned, increafed confiderably :,and it was to be feared, 
that the fecret Contagion might break out into fuch an 
Evil, as would admit of no Remedy. 


THEY 
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Tuy had agreed to feign a Pacquet from Vera Cruz, 
with Letters from Spam, and to give it to the General, 
when he was at table with his Companions, all of them 
going in together, under colour of hearing the News ; and 
that whilft Cortez, was employed in reading the firft Letter, 
they fhould make ufe of that Opportunity to murder him 
and all his Friends with their Ponyards ; after which, they 
were to go out, and proclaim Liberty in the Streets, which 
they thought was {ufficient to make the Army declare for 
them, and put to death the reft that were fulpected. The 
Perfons they had marked our for Deftruction, according to 
their blind Notions, were Chriffoval de Olid, Gonzalo de 
Sandoval, Pedro de Alvarado, and his Brothers, Andres de 
Tapia, the two ordinary Alcaldes, Luss Marin, Pedro de 
Ircio, Bernal Diaz, del Caftillo, and fome other Soldiers, Fa- 
vourites of the General. They had agreed to chufe Fran- 
cifco Verdugo for their Captain General, becaufe he» had 
married a Sifter of Diego Velafques, and therefore they 
thought he might be eafily brought over, and was the pro- 
pereft Perfon to fupport and credit their Party. Bur as 
they knew he was a Man of Honour, and an Enemy to 
Injuftice, they durft not acquaint him with their Defign, 
till the Crime was once committed, when they. concluded 
he would be obliged to take upon himfelf the Employment, 
to prevent greater Evils. DA: f 
Sucu_ was the account given by the Soldier, who begged 
his Life’as a Reward of his Fidelity, for he was one en- 
gaged in the Confpiracy. Hernan Cortez, refolved to atfift 
in Perfon at the feizing of Vidafana, and at the firft 
meafures that were to be taken, to convict him of: his 
Crime; becaufe the clearing up, or obfcuring: of the Truth, 
ufually depends on thefe: firft Steps. The Importance of 
the Affair required no lefs Precaution, and it was no time 
to obferve the flow Proceedures of judiciary Forms. He 
went immediately:to fecure Villafana, se by the two 
Alcaldes, and fome of his Captains, and found him inchis 
Quarters, with: three or four .of his Accomplices. ‘Fhe 


~ grouble he was in at the fight of his’ General, was his firft 


Conviction ; and: Cortez, atter he, had: ordered him to: be 
put in Irons, caufed all to retire, pretending to examine 
him in private ; when, making his advantage of the: ac- 
count thar had been given him, he took out-of his Bofom 
the Paper figned by all the Confpirators. He read it, and 
found 
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found the Names of fome Perfoas, whofe Infidelity. very 
much increafed his Goncern ; but concealing ic fronihis 
Friends, he caufed the Soldiers, who were foind with Villa- 
fama to be put into another ‘Prifon, and then withdrew, 
leaving Inftructions with the Officers of Juttice, to proceed 
upon his Tryal with all poffible fpeed, without takin any 
noticé of his 'Accomplices. There’ was not much to do in 
it; for Vilafana being convicted by the feizing of his Paper, 
and believing that his Friends had betrayed him, iminiédiate- 
ly confeffed his Crime: Whereupon they‘ proceeded againtt 
him by the Rules of military Juftice, and condemned him 
to die, which Sentence (after allowing him’ the neceflary 
time for difcharging his Duty as a Chriftian) was put in exe- 
cution that vety Night, atid the next Motning he was feen 
hatging at the Window of his own Lodging ; fo that the 
Punifhment was feen at the fame time thar the Caufe of it 
was publithed, the Guilty being ftruck with Fear, and the 
reft with an Abhorrence of the Crime. 

CorTEZ was equally afflicted and ptovoked to fee the 
Nuinber of thofe concerned in the Confpiracy ; but it was 
no proper time to fatisfy Juftice by the lofs of fo many 
Spaniards at the beginning of his’ Enterprize; and therefore 
to avoid punifhing the Guilty, and at the fame time the 
Inconveniences of Impunity, he gave it out, That Villafana 
had fwallowed a Paper, tor in pieces, which he believed 
contained the Names or Hands of the Con{pirarors. Soon 
after, he affembled his Captains and Soldiers, and gave them 
a fummary Accotint of the hortid Defign and Confpiracy of 
Villafana againit his Life, and the Lives of many there pre- 
fent ; adding, “ That he thought himfelf very happy in 
‘* not knowing whether he had any Accomplices; tho’ the 
“great caré Villafana took to deftroy that Paper he catried 
“ in his Bofom, made him fufpect he had fome ; but. that 
* he did not deéfire to know them: and only intreated his 
“ Friends to enquire whether the Spaniards had any Goim- 
“ plaint to make of his Proceedings: becatife he was defi- 
“ rous, above all things, to’ give entire Satisfaction to his 
“ Soldiers, and was teady to correct his own Faults, as 


“he knew how to ufe the Rigour of Juftice, whei the - 


“ Lenity of his Punifhments made them lofe their’ In 

“ fluence.” 
Avr the fame time he ordered the Soldiers, that had 
been taken with Villafana, to be fet at liberty; and’ this 
Ee Decla- 
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Declaration of his Mind, confirmed by the Care he rook to 
fhew. no Change.in his Countenance to thofe who. had 
offended, fully perfuaded. them. that he was ignorant. of 
their Crime ; and. they afterwards, ferved with, extraordinary 
Care, to remove any Sufpicions of their Fidelity. | 
Ir wasa very important Act of Prudence to conceal, that 
Paper of Subfcriptions, to avoid lofing fo many: Spamards, 
of whom he ftood in need at that time ; but. it was a greater 
Action to conceal his Indignation, fo as not to.give them 
the leaft Occafion of Diftruft: It fhewed that’ his Reafon 
was free, and that he had an abfolure Command of, his 
Paffions. However, nor thinking fuch an exceflive Security, 
which lays Care afleep, and feems'to invite Danger, to be 
confftent with Difcretion, he then ordered twelve Men for 
the Guard of his Perfon, commanded by an Officer ;, and 
‘tis likely he made ufe of this Opportunity, that. the People 
might, without Surprize, fee this new Addition to the Sup- 
port of his Authority. 5 
Soon after, he was perplexed. with another Affair, 
which tho’ of a different fort, had yet fome Circumftances of 
Secition : for Xicotencal, who commanded the firft Troops 
that came from Tlafcala, either upon fome Difguft, which 
may eafily be fuppoted, confidering his haughty Temper, 
or that he ftill preferved in his Mind fome Remains of his 
former Enmity, refolved to leave the Army: Afflembling 
{ome Companies, which, upon his earneft Intreaty, offered 
to ftand by him. He took the advantage of the Night for 
his Retreat: and Hernan Cortez, who was prefenrly in- 
formed of it by the Tlafcalans themfelves, was much con- 
cerned at a Behaviour of fuch dangerous Confequence, of 
{o confiderable a Commander among thofe Nations, at a 
rime when he was juft ready to put his Defigns in execu- 
rion. He fent fome noble Indians of Tezeuco after him, to 
perfuade him to return, or at leaft to ftay till he had heard 
what he had to offer ; bur the Anfwer of Xscotencal, (which 
was not only refolute, but difcourteous, and with Contempt) 
{o provoked Cortez, that he immediately fent three Com- 
panies of Spaniards, with an additional Force of Tezeucan 
Indians and Chalquefes, with Orders to take him Prifoner, 
or kill him in cafe of Refiftance. The latter was put in 
execution, for he made an obftinate Defence to the laft ; 
and the Tlafcalans, who followed him contrary to their own 
Inclination, fhewed but little Refolution upon this Occa- 
fion, 


Book V: of Mexico, or NEW SPAIN. . ILE 


fion, and returned with the Spamiards to the Army, leaving 
their Commander hanging upon a Tree. 

Tuus Bernal Diaz del Caftillo reports this ACtion ; but 
Antonio de Herrera {ays, he was brought to Tezeuco, and 
that Hernan Cortez, by virtue of a Power fromthe Repub- 
lick of Tlafcala, hanged him publickly in the City: which is 
not {o likely, becaufe he might have run a rif{que among fo 
great a Number of Tlafcalans, who could not but refent the 
Affront of fo fhameful a Punithment, inflicted on the Perfon 
of one of the firft Men of their Nation. 

Some fay that the Spantards {ent after him by Cortez: 
had. private Orders to kill him, which feems to me’ the fa- 
feft Refolution could have been taken ; but which way fo- 
ever it was done, the extraordinary Forefight and Prudence 
of the General in managing this Affair cannot be denied, 
fince neither the Tlafealans ot the Army, nor the Repub- 
lick, nor even his own Father, made the leaft Complaint 
for his Death; for having been informed fome days be- 
fore, that the young Man fo far forgot himfelf as to {peak 
ill of his Conduét, and endeavoured to difcredit among 
thofe of his Nation the Enterprize upon Mexico, Cortez 
fent an Account of it to Tlafcala, defiring they would 
recall him, upon pretence of employing him elfewhere, 
or make ufe of their Authority to correct his Difor- 
ders: And the Senate, in which his own Father was pre- 
fent, anfwered, That according to the Laws of the Re- 
publick, whofoever was guilty of Mutiny in the Army de- 
ferved Death, and that he might proceed againft him with 
the urmoft Rigour if he found it neceffary, as they would do 
both againft Xicotencal and all that followed him, if they 
returned to Tlafcala. This Permiflion gave Cortez full 
Authority to punifh Xicotencal, yet he fuftered his Infolence 
for fome days, in hopes to reduce him by gentle means. 
But we are more inclined to believe that he was put to death 
without the City of Tezeuco, according to the Relation of 
Bernal Diaz, ; for Cortez, very well knew the Difference 
between the Sight of an Action of fo much Severity, and 
the Relation of it after it was done: it being an evident 
Maxim, That the ftrongeft Impreflions upon the Mind, are 
thofe which affect the Eye; whereas thofe received by the 
Ear, have neither the like Strength, nor Livelinefs. 


CHAP. 


at a ie ee nh ee ee ee ee a a ee FFAS * ar 7 ae 
—. Do eae oe ae lg Se hs ° , . 
<a me = “ we = ay a x r 
A AGRE mt ee ere CMe: Ss Nah SN \ y rm 1 ‘ , 
; ¢ m4 et ee es / ; ; 
; pee ve pe ae > Urs. ; ay ! 
fe =t it eo a ee 3 mb, ‘ uy ee 7 c , 
cary? of ae Se ee mite 45 Beene 
a Pr ct, ‘ Ly a ae wy sy Says 
— r ~ ays) YS . ig r 5 72 ; 
2 Es Ey Saks ae by . , 
ite PES pts oat oa com . : : 
A en ee ‘ ype y 
© Ow seer ae oan ; - : 
a i Se SPS eel 1 | ; 
SC bee ipl A, er ¢ 4 
hate oy Lae : 
ta vas: ie xn} < 3 eee % a 
isd a = —- tein 


112 The Hiftory of the CONQUEST Book V. 


FIA o Pann kG 
The Brigantines are launched, and the Army 
divided into three Parts for attacking the 
City at the fame time, by the Caufeways of 
Tacuba, Iztapalapa, aud Cuyoacan. Her- 
nan Cortez advances upon the Lake, and de- 
feats a great Fleet of Mexican Canoes. 


{core and fourteen were Fire-Arms and Crofs-Bows, the reft 
were armed with Sword and Buckler, and Lance; eighty 
fix Horfe, and eighteen Pieces of Cannon, the three largeft 
of Iron, and the other fifteen Falconets of Brafs, with fuffi- 
cient Stores of Powder and Ball. 

CorRTEZ put five and twenty Spaniards on board each 
Veflel, under the Command of a Captain, with twelve 
Rowers, fix on each Side, and one Piece of Artillery. The 
Captains were Pedro de Barba, Native of Sevill ; Garcia 
de Holquin of Cazeres, Fuan Portillo of Portillo, juan 
Rodriguez, de Villefuerte ot Medellin, fuan Faramillo of 
Salvatierra in Eftremadura, Miguel Diaz of Auz, an Ara- 
gonian, 
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gonian, Francifco Rodriguez, Magarino of Merida, Chrifto- 
val Flores of Valencia de Don Juan, Antonio de Caravaxal 
of Zamora, Geronimo Ruiz, de la Mota of Burgos; Pedro 
Briones ot Salamanca, Rodrigo Morejon de Lobera of Meo 
dina del Campo, and Antonio Sotelo of Zamora, who’ imme- 
diately embark’d, each one prepared to defend his own Vet 
fel, and fuccour the reft. : 

Tunes being thus difpofed for the Entry by the Lake, 
Cortez, refolved, with the Approbation of his Captains, to 
poffefs himfelf ar the fame time of the ‘three principal 
Caufeways of Tc acuba, Iztapalapa, and Cuyoacan, without tes 
garding that of Suchimilco, that he mighit avoid {eparating 
his Troops too far, and poft them where they mught re- 
ceive his Orders with leaft Difficulty. To this end, he 
divided his Army into three Bodies, and committed the 
Expedition of Tacuba to Pedro de Alvarado, with the 
Title of Governor and Commander in Chief of that 
Avenue: He had under his Command a hundred and fifty 
Spanifh Foot, and thirty Horfe, in three Bodies, led 
by the Captains forge de Alvarado, Gutierede Badajoz, and 
Andres de Monjaraz, with thirty thoufand Tlafcalans, and 
two Pieces of Artillery. ~The Attack of Cuyoacan was com- 
mitted to the Colonel Chriffoval de Olid, with a hun- 
dred and fixty Spanifh Foot, in three Companies, under 
the Command of fFrancifco Verdugo, Andres de Tapia, 
and. Francifco de Lugo, with thirty Horfe, two Pieces of 
Artillery, and thirty thoufand contederate Indians. | Laftly, 
he gave the Charge of the Attack of Jztapalapa to Gon- 
zalo de Sandoval, with an hundred and fifty Spaniards, 
commanded by the Captains Luis Marin, and Pedro de 
Ircio, with two Pieces of Cannon, twenty four Horfe, with 
all the Troops of Chalco, Guaxocingo, and Cholula, amount- 
ing to above forty thoufand Men. In this Number of Jn- 
dians who ferved at the three Attacks, we follow the Opi- 
nion of Herrera, for Bernal Diaz, del Caftilo allows no 
more than $000 Tlafcalans to each of the three Captains, 
and repeats ic fometimes, that they were rather an Hin- 
drance, than any Advancement to the Service ; without 
telling us what became of fo many thoufand Men as came 
from all Patts to the Siege of that City: which plainly 
fhews the Vanity he had of attributing all the Glory of 
the Action to the Spamards, in our Opinion, without 
much Difcretion, becaufe it renders that incredible, which 
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he would endeavour to extol, when the Truth it felf need- 
ed no Addition. rh 

Oxip and Alvarado matched together as far as lad 
cuba, where they were to. feparate, and took up their 
Quarters in that City without any Oppofition, the fame be- 
ing then abandoned, as were all the other Towns upon. 
the Lake, the Inhabitants that were able to bear Arms, 
being all gone to Mexico, to defend their Capital, and 
the teft retired to the Mountains, with what Effects 
they could carry off. There they had Intelligence, that 
the Mexicans had formed a confiderable Body within 
half a League of the Town, to cover the Aqueduéts which 
came from the Mountains of Chapultepeque. Guatimozin took 
this feafonable Precaution, as {oon as he received News of 
the Motions of the Spaniards, to preferve thofe Conyey- 
ances which fupplied all the Fountains in the City with 
frefh Water. , : : 

Ture appeared.on that fice two or three Rows of Pipes, 
made of Trees hollow’d, {upported by an Aqueduct of Lime 
and Stone, and the Enemy had caft up {ome Trenches to cover 
che Avenue to it. But the two Captains marched outof Tacuba 
with moft of their Troops; and tho’ they met with a very 
obttinate Refiftance, they drove the Enemy from their Poff, 
and broke the Pipes and Aqueduct in. two or three Places, 
and the Warer took its natural Courfe into the Lake. 
Thus Olid and Alvarado began the Siege of this famous 
City, by curting off their Water, obliging the Mexicans 
ro feek it at a Diftance, in the Brooks that ran from the 
Mountains, and to employ their People and Canoes in Car- 
riage and Convoys. 

Wuewn this was over, Olid marched on with his Party, 
and took his Poft at Cuyoacan; and Cortez, allowing what 
time he. thought fufficient for Sandoval to reach Jz.tapalapa, 
took upon himfelf the Command on_ the Lake, that he 
might overfee every thing, and carry Relief where it fhould 
be neceflary: He had with him Don Fernando, Lord of, Te- 
zeuco, and his Brother, called Suchel, a young Man of Spi- 
rit, who was baptized foon after, and took the Name of 
Carlos, as a Subject of the Emperor. Cortez left a futh- 
cient Number of Troops in that City, to cover his Place 
of Arms, and make fome Excurfions to fecure the Com- 
munication of his Quarters. Haying difpofed all things 
after this manner, he embark’d, drawing up his rhitteen Bui- 
gantines 
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gantines in a Line, adorning them with Flags and Streamers, 
and whatever could add to the outward Show, and furprize 
the Enemy by the Novelty. 

His Defign was to draw near to Mexico, and. thew 
himfelf Lord of the Lake, and afterwards to fall upon Jz- 
tapalapa, being under fome Concern for Gonzalo de San- 
doval, who had no Veflels to diflodge the Mexicans from 
that Part of the City which ftood in the Water, and con- 
tinually ferved as a Retreat for their Canoes. Bur in his 
return, he difcover’d, at a fmall Diftance from the City, a 
little Ifland or Heap of Rocks, a confiderable. Height 
above the Water, on the Top of which ftood a pretty large 
Gaftle, which the Enemy had poffefs'd themfelves of to no 
other end, than to provoke the Spamards with ill Language 
and Threats from a Poft where they thought themfelves out 
of danger of the Brigantines. Cortez, did nor think it con- 
venient to leave unpunith’d this Infolence in view of the 
City, whofe Terraces and. Balconies were filled with innu- 
merable People, who came to fee che firft Action of the 
Fleet; and finding his Captains were all of the fame Opi- 
nion, he drew near to the Shore of the Ifland, and landed 
with a-hundred and fifty Spaniards; who took two or three 
different Paths that led to the top: They mounted wich 
fome Difficulty, by reafon that the Enemy were nume- 
rous and made a brave Defence ; till de{pairing of being 
able to make good the Eminence, they retired into the 
Caftle, where they were fo crowded, that they had not 
room to manage their Arms. Many perifh’d, tho’ the moft 
were {pared, the Spamards being unwilling to ftain their 
Swords in the Blood of thofe that furrender'd, or to be 
troubled with the Charge of Prifoners. 

Havine, by this fhort Enterprize, chaftis'd the Mexicans, 
the Spamards return'd to their Brigantines ; but when. they 
wete difpofing themfelves to make for /atapalapa, they 
were obliged to take other Meafures: for they faw fome 
Canoes come out of Mexico, which advanced upon the 
Lake, increafing continually in Numbers. The firft that 
advanced, rowing gently, were about five hundred, waiting 
for the reft to come up; and ina fhort time, thofe which 
came out of the City, and others that joined them from 
neighbouring Places, made fo great a Number, that by the 
room they took up, it was judgd they were aboye four 
thoufand; which Multitude, with the Motion of their Fea- 
thers 
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thers and Arnis, afforded a Sight both beautiful and terri: 
ble, and feemed to cover the Lake. | rosary. br 

Cortez drew up his Fleet*in the Form of a Half- 
Moon, that he might extend his Front, and engage at Li- 
berty: He confided in the Valour of his Soldiers, and the 
Advantage of his Brigantines, ‘every one of which was able: 
to make Head againft a great Part of the Enemy's Fleet. 
With this Affurance, he advanced towards the Mexicans, to 
let them fee he did not'decline the Battle, and then or- 
dered his Men to lie upon their Oars and reft, that they be- 
ing refrefh'd, he might break in upon the Enemy with the 
greater Force; for the Calmnefs of the Day left the whole 
Motion to the Labour of the Rowers The Mexicans did the 
{ame, and perhaps for the fame Reafons but the Divine Provi- 
dence, which had fo oftenappeared in favour of the Spaniards, 
fo order’d it, that there came up a Land-Breeze; which taking 
the Brigantines aftern, gave them all ithe Force: that was'ne- 
ceflary to fall upon the Mexicans »°T hey beganothe Arrack 
with the Artillery, at a convenient Diftance, and then the 
Brigantines made up witht Sails and: Oars, overfetting all 
that ftood in their way..o The Fire-Arms and* Crofs-Bows 
made their Difcharges, without lofing a Shot: The Wind 
too was’ favourable, driving: the Smoke upon ‘the Enemy, 
blinding them after fuch a manner, that they were obliged 
to give back, to avoid it; the Brigantines’ themfelves play- 
ing their Parts, flaving the {maller Veflels, whofe Weak- 
ne{s made it eafy to fink them, without» any danger 
from the Shock. The Nobles of Mexico, who were in 
the firft five hundred Canoes, made fome Oppofition ;- but 
the reft was all Diforder and Confufion, the Canoes. run- 
ning foul on and overfetting one another. The Enemy 
lof moft of their Men, and their Fleet was entirely broke 
and defeated; the Brigantines purfuing the miferable Re- 
mains with their Cannon-fhot, till they forced them into 
the Canals of the City of Mexico. 

T 1s Victory was of great Moment, on account of the 
Reputation the Brigantines gain’d of being invincible ; and 
becaufe it was a great Difcouragement to the Mexicans, to 
fee themfelves depriv’'d of that Part of their Power, which 
confifted in the dextrous Management and Swiftnefs of their 
Canoes: not for the Number of them that they then loft, 
which was inconfiderable, in regard of what they had ftill 
in Referve; but becaufe they were convinced thar they were 
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of no ufe, and incapable of fuftaining the violent Shock 
of the Brigantines. The Spamtards remain’d Matters of 
the Lake, and Cortez fail’d about the City, firing fome 
Shot into it, rather by way of Triumph, than for any Da- 
mage he didthe Enemy : Nor was he difpleafed to behold 
the Multitude of People that covered the Towers and tops 
of the Houfes, to fee the.Event of the Engagement; on the 
contrary, he was fo glad to have them Spectators of their 
own Lofs, that tho’ in reality they were too many con- 
fidered as Enemies, he thought them too few as Witnefles 
of his Exploit. 


CH A’ Py XXI 


Cortez goes to view the three Bodies of his 
Troops, as they were pofted on. the different 
Caufeways. of Cuyoacan,..Iztapalapa,. and 
Tacuba, and finds that in eachPlace, they bad 
occafion for the Affiftance of the Brigantines ; 
auhereupon he leaves four with Gonzalo de 
Sandoval, four with Pedro de Alvarado, and 
retires himfelf to Cuyoacan with the. other 


five. : 


29230 RT E Z.chofea Poftnear Tezeuco, where! he 
~ fig might pafs the Night, and. reft. his Troops: with 
fome Security; but. in the, Morning, when the 
lug Brigantines \were preparing to fail. for /ztapalapa, 
he .-difcoyered,..a confiderable..number...of Canoes, that 
were making-the beft of their way towards. Cuyoacan; where- 
‘upon he refoly’d to carry Succour,to that Place firft, where 
it was immediately wanted. It was not, poflible to come 
up with the Enemy’s Fleet, but he. arriv’d foon. after them, 
at the time when. Chriftoval de Olid was engaged. on,.the 
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‘Caufeway, and obliged to make a Front againft the Enemy 
that defended it, and to the Canoes on each fide, and was 
on the point of retiring: and lofing the Ground he had 
eaind. | , 
5 Necessity taught the Mexicans, as much as the Are 
of War could have done, for the Defence of their Caufe- 
ways. They had drawn up, towards the City, the Bridges 
that were over the Paflages, by which the Waters of the 
ereat Lake difcharg’d themfelves into the other ; and fixing 
Timbers and Planks behind them, in fuch a manner thar 
they might mount in Ranks to charge from the top, they 
left Trenches at proper diftances with Water running be- 
fore them, which obftruéted and made the Accefs difhiculr. 
After this manner they had fortified the three Caufeways 
attacked by the Spaniards, who in each were obliged to 
take almoft the fame Meafures to overcome the Difficulty. 
The Fire-Arms, and Crofsbows, play’d upon thofe who ap- 
eared above the Trench, whilft others handed Fafcines to | 
fill the Ditch ; after which, they brought up a Piece of 
Artillery, and in few Difcharges clear’d the Paflage, fil- 
ling up the next Ditch with the Ruins of. its. own Foiti- 
fication. 

Oxip had juft made himfelf Mafter of the firft Ditch, 
when the Mexican Canoes arrived ; but on fight of the 
Brigantines, all thofe on that fide, fed with the ucmoft di- 
ligence, and none fuffer'd but thofe who could not avoid the 
reach of the Cannon: but .becaufe. the Aexicans on 
the other fide, who thought themfelves fecure, ftill conti- 
nued the Engagement, Hernan Cortez, order'd the Ditch in 
the Rear of Olid to be widened, to make a Paflage for 
three or four Brigantines: at the firft fight whereof, all 
the Canoes fled, and the Enemy, who defended the next 
Bridge, finding themfelves expofed to the great Shot, from 
both the Land and the Water, fetired in Diforder to the 
laft Rampatt next the City. | | ae rey’ 

T ua T Night the Troops took fome Reft, without aban- 
doning the Ground they had gain’d upon the Canfeway, 
and the next Morning abate their’ March’ with’ little 
or no: Oppofition, “ill coming to the taft Bridge which 
was at the Entrance into Mexico, they foutid it fortified, 
with ftronger Works, Trenches cut in. the Streets, “and 
defended by fuch a multitude of People, that the Enter- 
prize {eenyd harzardous ; but the Diiculey ‘did not Bee , 
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till they were engaged, and it was not proper to retire, 
without doing fome Execution to terrify the Enemy. The 
Artillery from the Brigantines made a miferable Slaughter 
of the People who were in Crowds at the openings of the 
Streets, whilft Chriffoval de Olid was employed in filling the 
Ditch, and ruining the Fortifications of the Caufeway. 
Which when he had done, he charged the Mexicans who 
defended them, making room with his Van-guard for the 
Confederate Troops under his Command to come up. 
TheEnemy at the fame time was {upported by Troops from 
the City, and made an obftinate Refiftance on all fides : but 
they foon loft fome Ground ; and Hernan Cortez, who 
could not bear the Slownefs with which they retreated, 
landed with thirty Spaniards, and gave fo much Life to 
the Attack, that the Enemy quickly turned their Backs, and 
the chief Street of Mexico was gain’d. 

AnotTHer Dithculty immediately occurr’d ; for the 
Mexicans that fled, had poffefled themtelves of a Temple 
near the Entrance into the City, covering the Towers, Stairs, 
and all the out-fide with fuch numbers of Men, that the 
whole Building appeared like a Hill of Arms and Feathers. 
They defied the Spaniards with as much Boldnefs, as it 
they had been always Conquerors. Cortez, provok’d at 
their Pride, when they had juft before fhewn fo much Cow- 
atdice, ordered three or four Pieces of Artillery to be 
landed, the firft Difcharge whereof made them fenfible . 
of their Danger, and the Spaniards were {oon obliged to 
point their Cannon lower againft thofe that fled to the 
inward part of the City. Thus all that Quarter was for- 
faken ; for thofe who fought from Windows, and from 
the tops of the Houfes, went off with the reft ; fo that the 
Army advane’d, and the Temple was gain'd without any 
farther Oppofition. 

Tuat Day the Mexicans fuftain’d a very great Lofs 
of Men. The Idols were caft into the Fire, and ferv’'d to 
make Illuminations for the Victory. Hernan Cortez was 
fatisfied that he had gained Footing in the City ; and 
finding the Temple capable of a more than ordinary De- 
fence, he not only refolv'd to lodge his Troops there that 
Night, but had Thoughts of maintaining that Poft, to 
ftreighten the Enemy, and of removing his Quarters trom 
Cuyoacan thither. He communicated his Defign to this 
Captains, with the Reafons that induced him to it; eg 
they 
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they all unanimoufly reprefented: to him, That as they 
were ignorant what Progref{s Gonzalo de Sandoval, and Pe- 
dro de Alvarado bad made, at ae vant it twould bea 
Rafhnefs to run the Rifque of lofing the Pajlace of the 
rei and at the fame time all hopes of te a! Ain 
munition and Provifion which would be neceljary for the Pre- 
fervation of the Troops. That they were not to truft to their 
being brought by the Brigantines, becaufe thofe Vejels could 

not enter the Water Trenches of that Part, and therefore 
would be forced to land the Provifions at fuch a Diftance, 
that they could neither receive, nor tranfport them to their 
Garrifon, without fighting a Battle every time. That they 
ought to make their Advances equally at. each Attack, in order 
to divide the Enemy's Forces, and be affifting to each other, 
until fuch time as they fhould all have taken up their Quar- 
ters in the City. And laftly, That the Refolutions which had 
been taken with the Approbation of all the Captains for the 
carrying on of that Stege, ought not to be altered without 
very mature Deliberation ; nor ought they to expofe themfelves 
voluntarily to a Danger, without a better Reafon than the 
Reputation of that Day's Victory ; the Confequences of good 
Succes not being always to be depended on, for that, like Flattery, 
it very often deceivd. the Underftanding at the fame time 

that it pleafed the Imagination. Hernan Cortez, was con- 
vinced that their Advice was good, for ir was one of his 

beft Qualities, that he eafily torfook his own Opinion, *'to 

follow the Dictates of Reafon ; and accordingly the next 
Day he retired to Cuyoacan, protected on each fide by his 
Brigantines, fo that the Enemy durft not attempt to dif- 


fo) 


turb his March. odin 

Tux fame day he proceeded to Jztapalapa, where ‘he 
found Gonzalo de Sandoval reduced to the laft Extremity, 
He had poflefled himfelf of the Buildings’ on the ‘Land, 
and lodg’d his Army there, fortifying himfelf the beft he 
could ; but the Enemy who retir'd to that Part that was) in’ 
the Water, endeayour'd trom their Canoes to do him all 
the Damage they could... Sandoval had made great Havock 
among thofe that approached, ruin’d fome: Houfes, and 
overthrown two or three Succouts from Mexico, that came 
to attack him by Land ; and thar-Day) the Enemy having 
forfaken a large Houfe, which was\ bur little diftant from the 
Land, he refolv'd to feize it, in-order to enlarge his: Quar2 
ter, and drive the Enemy farther off Heimade a Paflage 
thro’ 
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thro’ the Water with Fafcines, and got into the Houfe with 
fome of his People ; but he had {carce enter’, when a great 
number of Canoes, which had lain in Ambuth, advanced with 
Troops of Swimmers, who flung themfelves into the Water, 
and taking away the Fafcines, cut off Sandoval's Retreat ; by 
which means they befieged him on all Sides, fhooting at 
the Spaniards trom the Terraces and Windows of the 
neighbouring Houfes. : 

He was in this Diftrefs, when Hernan Cortez, artiv’d ; who 
difcovering that vaft Number of Canoes in the Watet- 
Streets, which look’d towards Mexico, made his Brigan- 
tines advance with all poflible Speed, and plaid’ his Ar- 
tillery with fuch good Effect, that, terrifed by the Deftruc- 
tion the Balls made, and the Approach of the Brigantines, 
they all fled at once thro’ the moft retired Streets in the 
Town, with a Defign to get thro’ into the Lake ; and fuch 
was their Diforder, that the People who were upon the Ter- 
races, crouding into the Canoes, funk many of them, and 
the reft, in their flight, fell in among the Brigantines, as 
they were endeavouring to avoid that Danger. The Mext- 
cans faftained fuch a Lofs that Day, as diminifh’d their Forces 
confiderably ; and the Spamards afterwards taking a View 
of that part of the City they had poflefs’d themfelves of, 
made fome Prifoners, and found a fufhcient Booty, not to 
enrich, but to pleafe the Soldiers. Cortez, perceiv'd by the 
Difficulties which Gonzalo de Sandoval had met with at 
— Tztapalapa, that it was impoflible to make ufe of the Caufe- 
way, without firft ruining that half of the City, which was 
the Retreat of the Mexican Canoes; but becaufe this would 
occafion a Delay which might be of dangerous Confe- 
quence to the other Attacks, he refolvd to quit that 
Pott, and difpatch Sandoval to poflefs himfelf of Tapea- 
quilla, where there was another narrower Caufeway, lefs 
commodious for attacking, but more advantageous for 
cutting off the Enemy’s Provifions, which they began to 
want, and which were brought to them that way. This De- 
fign was immediately put in execution, and Sandoval march’d 
by Land, efcorted by the Brigantines ‘tll he had got 
Poffeflion of the new Quarters. The Place was forfaken, 
and he lodged himfelf there without Refiftance, after 
which Hernan Cortez, failed to Tacuba. 

A tveRabo found this Cicy deferted, and had there- 
fore no need of a Victory to begin his Advances. In_his 
oot eh etre 
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further Progrefs he met) with various Succefs; he, beat 
down the Works, and filld up the Ditches, after the fame 
manner that Old haddone:; bur tho’ he did. the Enemy. 
confiderable Damage, and had once'advanced fo far as to fire 
(ome Houtes ‘in. Mexico, he had lof eight. Spaniards, when 
Cortez, atriv’d..A Lofs-which occafioned. fome mixture of 
Regret with the Applautes of his Walouge ” \.. oe 

Hernan Corvrez found the Meafures he had taken 
did nor anfwer,his Defigns; for this way of attacking and re- 
treating, confumed his time, and expofed his Men with- 
out any great Advantage, and was xather doing Acts of 
Hottility, than, making a Progrefs..To. proceed by the 
Caufeways was very difficule, by reafon of the Trenches and 
Ditches, which, the Mexicans were fortifyng every day, and 
the continual Perfecution of their Canoes, which always 
charged in great Numbers wherever the Brigantines quitted ; 
for which reafon he, was obliged. to think of other Mea- 
{ures for the facilitating of his Enterprize. —,. _ 

He then ea all Attacks to. ceafe ’cill far- 
ther Orders, and applied himfelf to the providing fuch a 
Number of Canoes, as might fecure him the Dominion of 
the Lake ; to which end he fent fuch Perfons as he could 
confide in, to bring all the Canoes that remain’d in the 
Towns of his Allies, with which, and thofe that came from 
Tez.euco, and Chalco, he made up fuch a Number as gave 
frefh Terror to the Enemy. He divided them into. three 
Squadrons, manned by Jndians, who knew how to manage 
them, under the Command of Captains of their own Nation; 
and having diftributed this Reinforcement among the Brigan- 
tines, he fent four of them to Sandoval, four to Pedro de 
Alverado, and he himfelf with the other five joined the 
Colonel Chriffoval de Olid. 

Fromthat Day the Attacks were carried on with much 
more eafe, and a ftop entirely put to the Infults of the 
Enemy; and Hernan Cortez, at the fame time order'd the 
Brigantines, and Canoes, to make their Rounds on the 
Lake, and coaft along the three Caufeways, to hinder the 
fupplying of the City, by which means many Veflels were 
taken chat endeavourd to pafs with Provifions and Barrels 
of Water, and they were inforn’d of the great Diftrefs to 
which the Befieged were reduced. Olid fometimes ad- 
vanced fo far, asto demolifh {ome Houfes in the Suburbs 
of the City. _Alverado and Sandoval did the fame at 
| their 
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their Attacks ; with which good Succe(s, the Face of Affairs 
entitely changed, the Army conceivd frefh Hopes, and the 
meaneft Soldiers facilitated the Undertaking, engaging with 
that chearful) Confidence; which looks: like Valour, and 
makes thofe bold, who are prepofleffed with a Notion of 
Victory, becaufe they have had: the good Fortune to be 
incompany with Conquerors. 


CHW Po XXTE 


The Mexicans make ufe of various Stratazems 
for their Defence :, they lay an Ambufcade of 
Canoes for the Brigantines. Wernan Cortez 
recetves a confiderable Defeat, and is forced to 
retire to Cuyoacan. | 


year te : 
< defence of their City, was ‘not only remarkable, but 


O27 in fome of its Circumftances worthy of Admi- 
ration. "Tis true they werenaturally Valiant, and bred up 
in Arms, which was the only way to arrive at the greatett 
Dignities : But on this occafion, they did not only fhow 
Valour, but added military Skill ; for they ftood in need 
of new Inventions, againft an Invafion, by a People, whofe 
Weapons and Conduct in War, were utterly unknown in 
theit Country, and they gained fome Advantages whereby 
they raifed the Reputation of their good Senfe. We have 
already related atter what manner they fortified their 
Cauleways ; and what they did afterwards, was no lefs re- 
markable, when they fent by round-about Ways Canoes of 
Pioneers to clear the Ditches which the Spaniards had been 
filling up, that they might fall upon ’em with their whole 
Force, when they fhould be obliged to retire: A Stratagem 
which occafion’d the lofs of fome Soldiers in the farft At- 
tacks. By degrees they found out another {till more re- 
markable 


EHE Diligence and Induftry of the Mexicans in 
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markable, for they acted contrary to their Cuftom, when 
Occafion requir’d, and made fome Sallies by Night, only to 
alarm their Enemies, and fatigue them by want. cof 
Sleep, that they might afterwards attack them with the 
Advantage of frefh Troops. bid is 

But nothing fhowd their Induftry and Ingenuity more 
than what they contriv’d againft the Brigantines, whofe fupe- 
rior Force they endeayourd to deftroy by engaging them 
feparate ; for which end they built thirty great Veflels of 
that fort which they call’'d Piraguas, but of a larger Size, and 
ftrengthen’d with great Planks, to receive the Shot, and engage 
under better Shelter. They fallied forth in the Night with 
this Fleet, to poft themfelves behind the Reeds in the Lake, 
which grew {o high and thick, that they form’d, as it were, 
feveral Groves impenetrable to the Sight. Their Defign was 
to draw thither the Brigantines, which ufed to cruize about, 
two ata time, to prevent any Relief getting into the City ; 
and in order to entice them to that Wood of Reeds, they 
had provided three or four Canoes laden with Provifions 
as a Bait, having likewife fix’d a good Number of large 
Stakes in the Water, in hopes either to deftroy the Brigan- 
tines, or to make it eafier to board them. ~Thefe Contri- 
vances fufficiently fhew that they knew how to defend them- 
felves, and offend their Enemies, and that they wanted not 
thofe Subtilties, which make Men ingenious in each other's 
Deftruction, and are ina manner the Rudiments of the mi- 
licary Art, or rather unrighteous Maxims on which the 
Rights of War are founded. 

T ue next day two of the four Brigantines that attended 
Sandoval, went out to cruize about that Part under the 
Command of the Captains Pedro de Barba, and fuan Por- 
tillo. As foonasthe Mexicans {pyd them, they fent out 
their Canoes another way, that being feen at a diftance, 
they might pretend to fly, and fo retire among the Reeds; 
which was fo well executed, that the two Brigantines pur- 
{ued the Prize, with the urmoft force of their Oars, and foon 
fell in among the hidden Stakes, where they were fo em- 
barrafs'd, that they could neither go forward nor back- 
ward. | ifr : 

A 'r the fame time the Enemies Piraguas came out, and 
attacked them on all fides with defperate Fury. The Spa- 
miards were neat being loft; but employing the utmoft 
Efforts of their Courage, they maintained the Fight, and 
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kept the Enemy in play until fuch time as certain expert {i 
Swimmers by main Strength of Arms, and wish Hatchets | 
and other Tools, removed thofe Stakes, among which the 
Brigantines were faftned ; and our Men being thus at liberty i 4 
ro work their Vefiels, and play their Artillery, funk moft | 
of the Piraguas, and followed the reft as far as the ; 
Cannon-Ball would reach, The Mexicans fufferd fufli- ‘| 
ciently for their Stratagem, but the Brigantines were very | 
much damaged, feveral Spaniards wounded, and all yery MY 
much fatigued. Caprain fuan Portillo was killed valiantly | i} | 
fighting, to whofe indefatigable Bravery the Snuccefs was / 
| chiefly owing; and Captain Pedro de Barba receiv'd feyeral ‘a 
| Wounds, of which he died three Days after. Both thefe i 
Lofles Hernan Cortez, greatly lamented, and particularly that i 
of Pedro de Barba, for in him he loft a Friend, ever {teady 
in all Turns of Fortune, and a braye Soldier, without 
Atrogance, and difcreet without being timorous. 
| {r was not long before this Difatter was revenged ; for Wg 
| the Mexicans having repaired their Piraguas, and reinforced i | 
them with new Vetlels of the fame kind, conceal’d them- i 
felves a fecond time among the Reeds, fortifying the A- 
venue witha greater Number of Stakes, indifcreetly imagi- i 
ning that the Spaniards would again fall into the fame Snare, | 
without their giving a different Colour to the Deceit. 
Cortez, very luckily got Intelligence of this Motion of the 
Enemy, and being extreamly defirous of revenging the Lofs 
he had fuftained as foon as poflibly he could, he ordered 
fix Brigantines to file off in the Night, and todie in ambuth 
| among another Parcel of Reeds not far from the Place 
| where the Enemy had hid themfelves ; and that making ufe 
of their own Stratagem, one of them fhould fally forth early 
| in the Morning, feeming by her different Courfes to -be.in 
| fearch of the Canoes laden with Provifions, and afterwards 
| ‘  diaw as nearthe conceal’d Pivaguas, as was neceflary to let 
them fee they were difcoverd; which done, fhe was to tack 
about, and by a hafty Flight, o.entice them co the Place of 
‘the: Gounter-Ambuftade. - Every thing fucceeded as could 
| have been -wifhed : the Enemy fallied our with their Péra- | 
was in purfuit of the Brigantine, »making after this Prize, | 
| “@which they look’d upon. as their. own) with great -Shout- i] 
| ings, and greater Speed, ‘cll being come within a.cqnyenient 
-Diftanee, the other Brigantines ruth’d out upon them, and be- 
] Wy ore 
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fore they could poffibly ftop, or turn about, gave them fuch a 
rerrible Salute with all their Artillery, that the very firtt Dif- 
charge overfet a great part of them, and put theMexzcans who 
were on board the reft into fuch a Confternation, that before 
they coud recover themfelves to think of Aying, almoft all 
the Piraguas were funk by the next Volleys, and moft of 
the Men perifhed : So that not only the Death of Pedro de 
Barba, and fuan de Portillo was reveng’d, but the Enemy's 
Fleet entirely ruin’d; and tho’ Hernan Cortez, was fenfible, 
that he owed to the Mexicans the Cunning ot Invention 
of laying Ambufhes in the Water, he had the fingular Satif- 
faétion of having fo well imitated them, as to give them a 
Defeat by the Ufe of their own Stratagem. 

T nx Spaniards had frequent Intelligence of what pafled 
in the City by the Prifoners they continually. took; and 
Cortez, finding that Hunger, Thirft, and want of all 
Neceflaries, began to occafion Murmurings among the 
People, and a Difference in Opinion among the Sol- 
diets, he applied himfelf with the greater Diligence _ to 
cut off all Relief from the City; and that he might {till far- 


‘ther juftify his own Proceedings, he fent two or three Noble- 
‘men, who were his Prifoners, to Guatimozin, with Overtures 


of Peace upon very advantageous Conditions, offering to 


Jeave him in full Poffeffion of his Empire, and all his Gran- 


deur, provided he would only acknowledge the Sovereign 
Dominion of the King of Spain, whofe Right was already 


-own’d among the Mexicans by the Tradition of their An- 
‘ceftors, and the Confent of feveral Ages. This was the Sub- 
{tance of his Propofal, which he repeated {everal Times ; 
-for in reality, it grieved him to deftroy fo beautiful and 


{o wealthy a City, which he already look’d .upon as a rich 


‘Jewel in his Sovereign’s Diadem. 


Guatimoztwn teceivd the Propofal made him by 


‘the Spanifh General with fomewhat lefs Pride and <Arro- 
~ gance than he was wont, and, as feveral Prifoners afterwards 
‘reported, he affembled a Council: of his. chief Officers 
-and Minifters, together with the Priefts, whofe Opinions 


wete ‘principally confiderd in all publick Affairs. “ He 


& aid before them the miferable’ Condition to which. the 
-® City was reduced; the» Numbers they had. loft; the 
“Complaints of the People upon their .beginning to 
-* want; the Deftruction of their Habitations'; and. laftly, 


he 
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« he defird their Advice, exprefling as much Inclination 
“ to Peace, as was fufficient to give room for their Flattery. or 
Pp Relpecteco fecond him.” This fo far fucceeded, »that all 
his Officers and Minifters concluded immediarely to receive 
the Overtures towards an Accommodation made him by 
Cortez, leaving it ‘till afterwards to confider of fuch parti- 
cular Conditions of a Peace, as would be moft for the In- 
teref{t of the Strate. : | 
But the Priefts pofitively oppofed all manner of Trea- 
ty, either feigning to have received fome Anfwers from 
their Idols, which gave them frefh Affurances of Succefs, and 
Vitory over their Enemies, ot perhaps what they deliver'd 
were not Lyes of their own Invention, but what. they 
really had receiv'd from them; for the Devil at that 
time was extremely bufy, inftilling into the Ears of thofe 
deluded People ftrange and fallacious Notions, tho’ he 
could not in{pire their Hearts with true Courage. | 
Tue Opinion of the Priefts, being back’d by Zeal for 
Religion, of, if that was wanting, by. the) outward « fhow 
of Piety, fo far prevail’d, that all who had’ Votes concurr’d 
with them, and Guatimozin, not without much Regret, be- 
caufe he already began to prefage his own Ruin, refolvd 
to carry on the War ; telling his Minifters, .“ That; he» af- 
‘ furedly would put to death the firft Man.who. fhould 
“prefume again to mention Peace, whatever Diftrefs. the 
“ City fhould. be reduced to, without excepting-even the 
‘ Priefts chemfelves, who weresmott of all obliged. to. fup- 
“ port the Oracles of their Gods.” } onlin to 4 
Corvrez being inform’d of this Determination,: re- 
folved to. puth on his Hoftilities, by the three Caufeys. at 
the {ame time, and to, carry Fire’ and Sword into the very 
Heart of the City ; and fending his Orders ro the -Com- 
manders of the two Attacks of Tacwba, and Tapeaqualla, 
he at the time appointed marched himfelt by the Caufey 
of Cuyoacan, at the. Head of the Troops. commanded );by 
Chriftoval de Olid. . The Enemy: had. clear’d the Ditches, 
and caft up Works as they were wont to do. ; but. the five 
Brigantines which were upon that Attack, eafily overthtew 
their Fortifications at the fame time that the. .Ditches!; were 
filling up, and the Army advanced, without :any confiderable 
Oppofition, ‘till coming to the laft Bridge which jopen'd 


~~ 


-~ 


upon the Key of the City, they met with another»; fort) ef. 


Difficulty. The Indians had broke down fome part,of the 
| : ; Caufey, 


bent 
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Caufey, to enlarge that Ditch, which was fixty Foot lon . 
and curn’d into it the Water of the Canals, that it mught — 
be the deeper. | 


Seeee 


they left the Shore free, and Cortez, unwilling to lofe a 
Moment, immediately order’d the Spamiards to poflets 
themfelves of it, making ufe of his Brigantines, and the 
Canoes of his Confederates to land his Men; and the 
Horfe pafled the fame ways with three Pieces of Artillery, 
which he thought fuflicient for that Day’s Service. 
BEFORE Cortez, advanced againft the Enemy, who 
were {till pofted behind the Trenches made acrofs the 
Streets, he order’d the Treafurer fulian de Alderete to ftay 
there and fill up and fecure that Ditch; and the Brigan- 
tines to draw near by the great Canals, to the place where 
the Action was, and do what Damage they could to the 
Enemy. The firft Engagement ‘préfently began, and Ju- 
han de dlderete hearing the Noite of the Battle, and teeing 
the Advances of the Spaniards, look’d upon the Employ- 
ment of filling up a Ditch to be very little honourable, 
when his Companions. were fighting, and incenfiderately 
advanced to join the ‘teft, leaving that Charge to another 
of his Company, who either did norcknow how to perform 
it, orelfe would not take upon him 4'piece of Work which 
was thought difhonourable by him who committed the Gare 
of it-to him: do ‘that tall the Men under ‘his*Gondué *fol- 
low'd him ‘to “the Engagement ; and that Ditch, which, -at 
the time of the Attacks! had been: thought impracticable, 
remained entirely abandoned.) 002 2 7 Ls 
Dave Mexicans refolutely ftood° the ‘fittt Charge. Tr 
colt the: Spaniards no {mall Frouble, and fome Blood, ‘to 
make themfelyes*Matters of their Trenches, and the Hazard 
was ftill greater; when they dud pafled the ruin’d Buildings, 


and! were obliged ‘to defend themfelves fromthe ‘Arrows 


aiid Darts ‘of the Enemy, which came: pouring on them from 
(oluR the 


“imaginable; fo that his Orders 


‘where they found whole Troops of Mexican Swimmers, 
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the Tops of the Houfes and Windows; bur in the very 
Heat ot the Engagement, there appeard a fudden Slacknefs 
: ’ 7 ahA 
in the Enemy, which feem’d to be the effect of fome new 
Order ; for they haftily quitted the Ground which they had 
defended. 
1 ’ ¥ 

| Tu1s Change, as was then fuppos'd, and afterwards 
appeared, proceeded trom Guatimozin’s being inforn’d, 
that the great Ditch was abandoned ; whereupon he or- 

) : 5 
derd his Commanders to preferve their Troops, and to 
fall upon the Spamiards in their Retreat. Cortez, fufpect- 
ed this Motion of the Enemy, and in regard chat he had 
but barely time enough now to return to his Quarters be- 
fore Night, he began his Retteat, ordering firft fome 
Houfes to be fet on fire and deftroy’d, in order to prevent 
their receiving any Damage from them on the next At- 
tack. 

aa He they had {carce began to match, before their Ears 
were ftunn’d with the terrible and melancholy Sound of 


the Sacred Trumpet, 1o cal?d by them, becaufe it was noc 


permitted to any but the Priefts to found it, and that only 


when they denounced War, and animated the People on 
the part of their Gods. The Sound was vehemently loud 
and ftrong, and the Tune compos’d of difmal and unhar- 
monious Notes, which infpird thofe Barbarians with a new 
kind of Savage Rage, fuch as made them defpife Life thro’ 
a Motive of Religion. Next follow’d the intolerable Din of 
their hideous Outcries;.and when the Army march’d out 
of the City, there fell upon the Rear, which was brought 


up by the Spaniards, an incredible Multitude of their moft 


refolute Warriours, pickd out of the whole Army for this 


“Action, which had been before contriv’d. ~The Fire-Arms 
and Crofs-bows facd: about, and made head, and: Cortez, 


with the Cavalry, endeavour'd to put a {top to the Enemy ; 
but being inform’d of the Difficulty of the Ditch, which 
hindred the Retreat, he would have formd his. Battalions, 
and could not; becaufe the Confederates, who had receiv'd 
Orders to retire, being the firft that came to the Ditch, 


‘precipitated themfelves-into it- in the: greateft Confufion 


were either: not heard, or 
| | 


i Man y ot over to the Caufey in the Brigantines and 


Canoes, but many more flung themfelves into the Water, 


Kk who 
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who either wounded, or drowned them. Corted was lett with 
fome of his own People to maintain the Fight, his Horfé 
was killed under him with Arrows, and Captain Francifco de 
Guzman alighting to give him his, was taken Prifoner 
without any Poflibility of being refcued. Cortez, at latt 
got to the Brigantines, and return’d to his Quarters, wound- 
ed, and little lefs than defeated, without receiving any 
Comfort, or thinking himfelf any ways recompens’d by the 
great Slaughter of the Mexicans. Above forty Spantards 
‘vere taken alive, to ferve as Sacrifices to their Idols ; one 
Cannon was loft, above a thoufand Tlafcalans were killd, 
and there was fcarce any one Spaniard that was not hurt. 
This was in Reality a yery terrible Blow, the Confequences 
of which Cortez, was very fenfible of, bur he would not 
faffer his Countenance to {peak the Grief of his Heart, 
left ic fhould difcover too much the greatnefs of the Mif- 
fortune: A hard and inevitable Task attending the Com- 
manders of Armies, who are obliged in all Adverfities to 
conceal their inward Concern, and to appear with an outward 
Air of Tranquillity. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 
The Mexicans celebrate their Vittory with the 
Sacrifice of the Spanith Prifoners. Guati- 
mozin terrifies the Confederates, and occa- 
fions many of them to forfake Cortez, 3 but 
‘they return in “greater numbers, and it ts 
relolvd to make Lodements within the City. 
‘sy 4 NDOV A Land Alvarado enter'd the City 
ie at the fame time, and met) with the fame Oppofi- 
4 tion, with very little difference in the Succeéts, of 
ama? their Attacks ;, they | gain’d Bridges, fill'd: up 
‘Ditches, forcd: their way into the Streets, def roy'd Houfes, 


and were fet,upon in their Retreat with the utmoft fury: of 


the Enemy. But they did not meet with the Misfortune of 
| the 
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the great Ditch, and therefore their Lofs was lefs; tho’ in 
both Attacks they loft about twenty Spaniards, which makes 
up the Account of thofe who fay, That Cortez, loft above 
Sixty of his own People in the Action of Cayoacan. 

Tue Treafurer fulian de Alderete, confidering the Da- 
mage which his Breach of Orders had occafioned, was fen- 
fible of his Offence, and haften’d to the General's Prefence 
with much Sorrow, offering his Head to attone for his 

Crime, who gave him a very fevere Reprimand, without 
any farther Punifhment ; not thinking it proper at that Junc- 
ture to difcourage the Soldiers by inflicting upon that 
Officer the Chaftifement which he merited. Cortez, was ob- 
liged at this time to {ufpend the offenfive War, and con- 
tented himfelf with blocking up the Place more clofely, 
and ftreightning the Enemy in their Provifions, that he 
might take care of the Wounded, whofe Numbers far ex- 
ceeded thofe who were unhurt. 

Urown this Occafion they were fenfible of the fingular 
Gift of a private Soldier, nanvd fuan Catalan, who without 
any other Medicine than a ‘little Oil, and certain Wordsand 
Benediétions, curd their Wounds in fo fhore a time, that 
it did not look like the Work.of Nature The Vulgar call 
this kind of Surgery, curing by Enfalmo, without any other 
Reafon for it, than the having heard fore Verfes out of 
‘the Pfalms among the Blefflings: «A Skill or Profeflion which 
‘Morality does not always allow, and which is fometimes 
permitted after a very ‘{triét Examination. However in this 
‘Cafe it would be no Prefumption to look upon fuch a 
smarvellous Effect as the Work of Heaven, the Grace of heal- 
ing being one of thofe Gifts God ‘is pleafed fometimes, of 
‘his meer Goodnefs to confer upon-Man : Nor is it, reafon- 
cable to fappofe, that there fhould be :any Concurrence.of the 
evil Spirit in the means of curing fo many Spamards, when 
that Enemy was endeavouring at «the fame: time to, deftroy 
‘them by the Suggeftions of his Oracles. «Herrera fays, that 
“this wonderful ‘Cure ‘was wrought! by a Spami/h Woman, 
call “Tfabel “Rodriguez, but we rather schufe to follow 
‘Bernal Diaz, del’ Caftillo, who. was then upon the,Spot ;,and 
notwithftanding it is certainly a grear Misfortune,to.an 
“Hiftorian to meet with thefe Contradictions in Authors, yet 

“he is not always oblie’d ‘to difcufs and icanyals them ;. for 
the Fact being undeniable, it is of: mall. Importance. to 

- know who’ was the Inftrumens of. doing it. 
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Burt let us return to the Mexicans, who celebrated 
their Victory with great Rejoycings. ‘That Night the Spa- 
miards {aw from their Quarters, all the Temples of the 
City crown'd with innumerable Lights, and Vetlels of Per- 
fumes, and in the principal Temple, dedicated.to the God 
of War, they heard the Sound of military Inftruments in 
{everal Concerts, which were not altogether difagreeable. 
With thefe pompous Preparations, they celebrated the 
Sacrifice of thofe miferable Spaniards who were taken 
alive, the Blood of whofe leaping Hearts ftill warm, was 
{prinkled upon their horrible Idol ; while thofe wretched 
Vitims with their lateft Breath were calling upon the God 
of Truth. This was fuppos’d to be the occafion of that extra- 
ordinary Solemnity, and the Fires gave fo great a Light, that 
the Motion of the People was perceiv’d ; but fome Soldiers 
went {o far as to affirm, that they could diftinguifh the Voices, 
and knew the particular Men. A difmal Spectacle, which af- 
feéted the Imagination ftill more than it did the Eye, and 
he Confideration was fo melancholy and moving, that 
Cortez, himfelf could not refrain from fhedding Tears 5 nor 
thofe who were with him, forbear following his Example. 
Tues Advantage they had gain’d, joined:to the Satif- 
faction of having appeasd their God of War, by the Sacri- 
fice of {o many Spamards, {0 far raisd the Pride of the 
Mexicans, that the very fame Night, a little before break 
of Day, they advanced by the three Caufeys to beat 
up the Quarters, with a defign to fet fire to the 
Brigantines, and to compleat the Deftruction of thofe 
People, whom they, with good Reafon, concluded to be 
either wounded, or quite {pent with Fatigue: but they 
knew not how to: conceal their Motion ; for the infernal 
Trumpet, which infpir’d them with fo much Fury, turning 
their Defpair into religious Worlhip, gave notice of their 
Approach, and the Spaniards were to well prepard to re- 
ceiye them, thar they were repuls’d by the Artillery of the 
Brigantines, and fome Pieces which were mounted at their 
Lodgment, which playing along the Caufeys upon. thofe 
Throngs of People, fufficiently chaftis’d them for their Pre- 
fumption. Th tata er thal 
Tue next Day Guatimozin employ'd feyeral Artifices 
(fuggefted to him by his own Ingenuity) which the moft 
Skilful in military Affairs are wont to value themfelves up- 
on. He gave out, that Cortes had been kill’d in his Retreat 
on 
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on the Canfey ; thereby giving the People hopes that 
they fhould fhortly be deliver’d from. their Oppreffors : 
he fent the Heads of the {acrificed Spaniards to all 
the neighbouring Towns, that thofe Tokens of his Victory 
might bring thofe who had fallen off from him. back to 
their Obedience ; and laftly, he reported, that their {it- 
preme Deity, the God of War, being appeas’d by the Heatt’s 
Blood of thofe their Enemies, had inform’d him, in an in- 
telligible Voice, that the War fhould be at an end in eight 
Days, and that all fhould infallibly perifh who neglected 
this Advice. This he invented, concluding that he thould 
quickly make an end of all the Spamards ; and he found 
means to fend feveral Perfons unknown into the Enemies 
Quarters, who {pread thefe Threatnings of his God among 
the Jndian Nations, which {ery’d againft him: A notable 
Contrivance entirely to deyect the Spirit of thofe People, 
already difheartned by the Death of fo many Spaniards, 
and the dreadful Slaughter of their own Troops, the 
Multitude of the wounded, and the great Concern of their 
Commanders. 


Tue Oracles of that Idol had fuch an eftablit’d Re- 


putation among the moft diftant Nations, that the Indians 
were ealily perfuaded of the Infallibility of thofe Threats ; 
the number of eight Days, fo precifely limited for the 
fatal Period of their Lives, having {uch an Effect upon their 
Imagination, that they refolv'd immediately to quit the 
Army, and during the two or three firft ea the greateft 
part of the Confederate Troops abandoned their Quarters; 
and that fenfelefs Apprehenfion was fo powerful among thofe 
Nations, that even the Tlafcalans and Tezeucans disbanded 
with the fame Diforder, either becaufe they really feard the 
Oracle as well asthe reft, or that they were led away by the 
Example of thofe who did. None remaind behind, ex- 
cept the Commanders and Men of Note, who perhaps 
were as much affraid ; but if they were, they ftill valu’d 
their Lives lefs than their Honour. 

T u1s unlook’d for Accident was a frefh Affli€tion to 
Cortez, as almoft caufing him to defpair of the Succefs of 
his Enterprize; but the moment that he was acquainted 
with the Occafion of that fudden Change, he fent their own 
Commanders after the Fugitives to {top them, temporizing 
with theirFear,’till {uch time as the eight Days aflign’d by the 
fallacious Oracle, being paft, they might be fenfible of 9 
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Impoftureand Falfity of; the Prediction, and better difposid, 

to retum: to the; Asmy. This: notable! Gentrivance y of; 

Cortez: had:the,defird Effect ;. fori whensthe eeight:Days. 

were. expird, the Indians became. capable. of Perfuafion, 

and having. fully recover'd from. their Fright, recucn’d ; to; 

their Quarters with: freth-Vigout andi Refolutions | 

Don Hernando, Prince. of Tezsenco,, {enw his, Brother to; 
brine back thofelof his Nation ; who:return’d: with chem, and. 
(ome new Levies that were coming to join: the:Army. 

Tuer: Tlafcalan\ Defertets, who. were. of -the. meaneft 
fort of People, didonot dare to: proceed. on itheir. Journey, 
for fear of expofing:themfel ves toia certain Punifhment ; but 
waitedto feeithe Event of: the Prediction; with»:a,defign: to 
join {uch of? their Nation,.:as fhould: have the good; fortune: 
ro.e{cape: after:the imaginaty Defeat: but av: the famertime 
that they were undeceiy’d-of theit vain Credulity, they had 
the good luck to: have an. Opportunity: of: incorporating 
themielves: with» a Reinforcement that. was. coming from 
Tlafcala, and were the better receivd:in. the Army. upon 
their Return. 

T as Increafe of Forces, and the great Noife the Diftrefs 
of the .Gapital City made: in the neighbouring Countries, 
prevail'd with {everal Nations. who had till then been ei- 
ther Enemies, or Neuters, to: declare. in favour of the. Spa- 
niards. One of the moft confiderable was the Nation of 
the Otomies, a fierce untamed: People, who, after the 
Example: of Beatts,.preferv'd. their Liberty amoneft Woods 
and: Mountains; and had hitherto ‘kept themfelves tree from 
the Subjection-of the Mexican Empire, without any other 
Fortification :than.the Mifery and Sterility of their Country, 
which afforded no Temptation to. a Conqueror. Thus 
Gortez: once more:found himfelf -at- the Head of an Army 

of upwards of ‘two: hundred thoufand’ Men, pafling in a 
few Days from .aiterrible Storm to anagreeable Calm ; at- 
tributing, as he: always. did, this wonderful and: fudden 
Change to the immediate Finger of God,: whofe ineffable 
Providence: often permits Adverfities, to awaken: in the 
Minds.of Men the Senfe of his Bounties and Benefits. 

Tine Mexicans were notiidle during. this. Sufpenfion 
of Arms to which the Spaniards were reduced. They:made 
frequent) Sallies, beating up the Spanifh Quartets both by 
Night and Day, and were always repulsd witht great: Lofs, 
without eitherdamaging or terrifying their Enemies. wr 
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of the laft Prifoners, Cortez, was inform’d of the great Diftrefs 
the City was in, that the Soldiers were diflatisty'd, and the 
People-reduced to Extremity for want.of Bread. and. Wa- 
tet. That abundance of People died by. drinking, the, 
brackifh Water of their Pits, and that the inconfiderable 
quantity of Provifions they got by the means of thofe Ca- 
noes which had efcap’d the Brigamtines, were equally divi- 
ded among the Nobles, and became an additional Subject 
of) Impatience, and: Difcontent,.to the Populaces, whofe) 
Glamours began, to. give, fpme. Sufpicion of, their, Fide- 
lity : Upon which Intelligence, Cortex aflembled, his Cap- 
tains to confult, what was-moft’proper to be’ done -in ‘the 
prefent Stinabianvof \Affains-| Yodiway sdk ot ois 

H s teptefented to them the{mall Hopes he had that Want 
would oblige the Befieged to {urrender, becaufe of the impla- 
cable Hatred they bore the Spaniards, and of-thofe Antwers 
of their Idols, with which the Devil fomented it. He gave 
his own Opinion, that it was beft to proceed immediately to 
Aion, for the Reafon he had-alledged; and- for.fear the 
Allies fhould’again defert him} a Péople*eafily movd, and 
who, as, they. were ferviceable in the Day of: Batthe; were 
endangerd bythe Idlenefs of Quartets, being always defitous 
to engage, and ‘not capable of conceiving that the: Siege’ the | 
were then carrying on was a real’ War, or that in«thofe In- 
tervals between the Attacks any Detriment was done-to the 
Enemy. wae } 

T u Ey were unanimoully of Opinion, to-continue to make 
Affaults, without quitting the Siege ; and ‘Gortez,, whe was 
fenfible, by the Succefs of the laft’ Engagement, how much 
he fuffered in his Retreats, always. expofed: to the urmett 
Fury of the Enemy, refolv’d to leave ftrong Garrifons in 
his Quarters, and in the Place of ‘Arms, and make a general 
Attack by the three Caufeys at once, in order to take Pofts 
within the City, which were to be maintain’d at-all hazards ; 
each Body endeavouring to advance as far as the great Square 
call'd Tlateluco, where they were to join and act as occafion 
fhould require. The Enterprize upon Mexico would have 
been much forwarder, or perhaps quite over, if they had taken 
this Refolution at the Beginning : But human Prudence and 
Fore-fight is fo limited and confind, that ic is no -{mall 
Token of Judgment, to be inftructed by Mifcarriages and 
ill Succefs : and Men are-vety often obliged to found their 
juft Maxims of Conduct upon the Correction of Errors. 
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Cortez carries on his three Attacks at once. 
The whole Army joins in the great Square 
of Mexico, calld Tlateluco. Guatimozin 
retires to the fartheft Part of the City. The 
Mexicans make feveral Efforts, and ufe di- 

vers Stratagems, to divert the Spaniards. 


were ORT EZ having made provifion of Water, 
& © &@ Victuals, and whatever elfe was neceflary for the 
SWS Subfiftence of his Troops in a City where all 
things were wanting, the three Captains, at the dawning 
of the appointed Day, marched out of their re{pective 
Quarters; Pedro de Alvarado from Tacuba, Gonzalo de 
Sandoval from Tapeaquilla, and the General himfelf, wich 
the Body of Troops, commanded by Chriffoval de Olid, 
from Cuyoacan ; each of them having his Brigantines and 
Canoes to fupport him. They found the three Caufeys 
in a Pofture of Defence, the Bridges drawn up, and the 
Ditches all cleared and guarded with fuch an enormous 
multitude of Men in Arms, as if the War had been but 
that Day begun. All thefe Difficulties they however fur- 
mounted with the fame Induftry as they had done all the 
reft ; and after fome, not very confiderable Detention, the 
three Bodies, much about the fame time, arrived in the 
_ City: They eafily gained the ruined Streets, by reafon 
they were but faintly defended by the Enemy, whofe main 
Dependance was upon thofe where the Tops of the Houfes 
were all mann’d. All that the Spaniards attempted the 
firft Day, was only to lodge themfelves, each Body for- 
tifying their Quarters with the Ruins of the Houfes in the 
beft manner they could, bur depending chiefly upon the 
Vigilance of their Centinels. 


Turis 
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Turis new Method of Proceeding caus’d great Trouble 
and Confufion among the Mexicans, and intirely broke all 
the meafures they had taken to charge the Spaniards in 
their Retreat. The Rumour of it was {oon {pread tirough- 
out Mexico, the Danger greatly magnify’d, and: every one’s 
Thoughts were employed about providing fome {peedy 
Remedy againft the impending Evil; and the Minifters 
and Nobles inftantly repaired to Guatimozin’'s Palace, and, 
by their prefling Intreaties, prevailed wich him to retire 
that very Night to a more diftant Part of the City. 
Councils were continually held, and the Opinions were 
various and different ; being either bold and refolute, 
or timorous and dejected, according as the Under- 
ftanding followed the Dictates of the Heart. Some 
voted, that the King, for the Security of his Royal Per- 
fon, fhould immediately be conveyed to fome Place 
lefs expofed; others were for fortifying that Part of 
the City where the Court then was; and others. propo- 
fed, that the firft ftep they took, fhould be to ufe their 
utmoft Efforts to diflodge the Enemy from the Pofts 
they had poffefled themfelves of Gwuatimozin inclined 
to the Advice of thofe who expreffed the greateft Re- 
folution; fo that, rejecting all thoughts of abandoning 
Mexico, he declared, . that he was fully determined to fhare 
his Fate with his People; and that moment gave orders, 
that preparation fhould be made to attack the Enemy in 


their Quarters at Day-break, with the whole Remainder of | 


his Forces. To this purpofe, the Chiefs, with all pofflible 
Expedition, aflembled all their Troops, which were divi- 
ded into three Bodies, with the, defign of exerting their 
laft Strength, in this definitive Effort, to the total deftruc- 
tion. of the, Spaniards. . Soon after the. Dawning of the 
Morning, the Enemy prefented themfelves, within. fight of 
the three Lodgments, whither the News of their Motions 
was already arrived, but the Artillery, which play'd upon 
the Avenues, made fuch a.terrible Slaughter in their Van- 
Guard, that they durft not advance to put, their Orders: in 
execution, and were foon convinced, that their Attempt 
was wholly impracticable: So that, without venturing neat 
enough to come to Handy-Blows, they began to give back, 
endeavouring to make what was a real Flight be look'd 
upon only as an orderly Retreat; but that Motion, as it 
was flow in the Front, gave the Spamards an opportunity 
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to advance, till they could ufe their Weapons upon the 
terrifyd Indians: infomuch, that without any other trouble - 
than what they were at in the Purfuit, they entirely routed 
and difperfed the Enemy, and bettered their Quarters for 
the enfuing: Night. 

However, the Difficulties which the Spaniards had to 
encounter afterwards, were {till greater ; being obliged, as 
they advanced, to deftroy Houfes, to level Works, and to 
fill up the Ditches which were cut crofs every Street. All 
this was neverthelefs fo happily, and fo expeditioufly ef- 
fected, that, in lefs than four Days, the three Leaders came 
in fight of the Tlateluco, which was the Center whither, by 
different Lines, they had all direéted their courfe. 

PeprRo pE ALvarapo was the firft who arrived at that 
fpacious Square, where he found the Enemy, which ftill 
had retreated before him, endeavouring to draw up in 
Battle-Array, and to make a ftand; but he gave them not 
time to do as they intended, neither was it indeed an 
eafy matter for thofe Judians, when they were once in dit 
order, to return to a Charge ; fo that, at the very firft On- 
fet, they abandoned the Ground, and, in great confufion 
and precipitation, retired to the Streets on the oppofite Side. 
Alvarado, being now at leifure to look about him, obferved 
that there was, ‘at-a {mall diftance, a very large Temple, 
the Towers and Afcent whereof were poflefled by the Enemy; 
and thereupon he immediately detached fome Companies 
to drive them from thence, and to poft themfelves there, in 
order to fecure his Rear; which Orders, with little or no 
dithculty, they foon perform’d, by reafon that the Indians 
who were left to defend that Poft, were already retiring, af 
ter the example of the reft. He then, in order to make 
his lodgment, drew up his Troops into one Body, making 
a {moke from the Top of the above-mentioned Temple, 
either as a Signal for the other Captains, his Friends, to 
know where he was, or, by chat means, to gain their Ap- 
plaufe for his fuccefsful Diligence.» | 

Soown after came up, by a different Avenue, the De- 
tachment propérly belonging to Chriftoval de Olid, but 
then under the Command of General Cortez, himfelf; and 
the confufed Throng of Mexicans which fled ‘before 
him into that Square, fell in upon the Battalion which 
Alvarado had, though with another defign, juft before 
drawn up in Order of Battel; where thofe Wrerches, being 

| attacked 
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attacked on every fide, moft of them perithed: and the 
like Fate attended thofe who were driven in thither by 
Gonzalo de Sandoval, who likewife, prefently after, ar- 
rived. 

Tose of the Enemy who had retir'd to the Streets 
which led to the other parts of the City, perceiving that 
the whole Force of the Spaniards was united, tan away 
with the utmoft precipitation to defend the Perfon of their 
Prince, believing themfelves now come to the laft Con- 
flict ; whereby the Spami/h General had an Opportu- 
nity to lodge himfelf to the beft advantage without any 
Oppofition or Interruption : which he did, and pofted fome 
Companies in the adjacent Streets to fecure his Quarters 
from the Enemies Infults, ordering the Commanders of 
the Brigantines and Canoes to ply continually about the 
three Caufeys, and to give him Notice of whatever fhould 
occur worth Obfervation. 

I r was at the fame time abfolutely requifite to clear 
the Place from the dead Bodies; and feveral Com- 
panies of the Confederate Indians were employ’d to 
caft them into the Canals of thofe Streets where the 
Water was deepeft ; but thofe Jadsans had Spant/h Overteers 
and Commanders, to prevent their running away with their 
wretched Burdens to make a Banquet of human. Flefh, 
which was the deteftable Solemnity with which thofe mif- 
cuided People were ever wont to conclude the Celebration 
of their Victories: notwithftanding which Precaution, it 
was not poflible wholly to prevent that Abomination, yet 
they obftructed its Excefs, and difguis’d that Toleration un- 
der the Mask of Ignorance. ! 

T xis Night feveral Parties of miferable Peafants, more 
than half dead with Famine, came to the Quarters to fur- 
render themfelves, giving up their Liberty for . Sub- 
fiftence ; and notwithftanding it was generally {ufpected 
that they had been difmifs’d as ufelefs Mouths, yet their 
deplorable Condition rais’d fuch Commiferation in all the 
Beholders, that the General order'd them fome Refrefiment, 
that they might be enabled to feek their Livelihood abroad 
in the Country. rd 

T ne next Morning all the Streets within the Enemy’s 
Diftrict were filled with armed Jzdians, but they were pofted 
there only to cover thofe who were working upon the For- 
rifications, which they were making for their ultimate Re- 

treat ; 
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treat ; and Cortez, perceiving thar they did not attempt 
any Hoftilities, nor by any of their utual Infults offer to 
provoke him, fufpended the Attack which he at firft had 
determined, being inclined once more to offer them 
Peace, as {uppofing that they might be now difposd to 
come to an Accommodation, or at leaft, that they 
would be convinced that he did not thirft after their 
Deftruction, fince he proffer'd them favourable Conditions 
at a juncture when his whole Power was united in the very 
Heart of their City, the greateft part whereof was already in 
his pofleffion. The Meflage was carried by three or four of 
the principal Prifoners, and Cortez was impatiently waiting 
for an Anfwer, asnot doubing but that the Propofal would 
be gladly receivd, becaufe it was obfery’d that thofe Mul- 
titudes of the Populace who were wont to be always ready 

to advance to defend the Streets, were intirely withdrawn. 
Tue Quarter to which Guatimozin with his Minitters, 
Nobles, and Soldiery, was retir’d, was a very {pacious 
Angle of the City, the greateft part whereof was defend- 
ed by its bordering upon the Lake ; and the reft, which 
was at no great diftance from the great | Square of 
Tlateluco, was at every Avenue. fortifyd by, a fort of 
{trong Wall, made of» huge Planks and. Fafcines, ~which 
reach’'d the Buildingson either: fide of thofe refpective 
Streets, before each of which wasa broad and deep Ditch 
full of Water, which they had dug-acrots the Streets to give 
a Current to the Waters. of the Canals. The enfuing Morn- 
ing Cortez, followed by the greateft part of the Spaniards, 
march’d out to.view the Ground, which the Enemy had for- 
faken, and advanced till he came within fight of thofe. For- 
tifications, which he found cover'd with an incredible, Mul- 
titude of Men in Arms,but who yet feen’d to be dif 
pos'dto Peace, for they neither founded their: warlike Inftru- 
ments, nor made-the accuftom’d Out-cries., The. General 
drew back, and return’d feveral times with ‘the, Spamaras, 
without once offering to moleft or provoke them ;..and_ it 
appeared that the Mexicans had Orders to do the like, be- 
caufe they ftill pointed their Weapons downwards, fignity- 
ing, by their Silence and Stillnefs, that the Treaty which 
occafion’d that: fort of Truce wasiino way difagreeable to 
Ir was very remarkable upon this. Occafion, with, what 
Care they endeayour'd to difguife their Diftrels, and. ci 
cea 
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ceal the Neceffities under which they labourd, and_ what 
Oftentation they ufed to make the Spaniards believe, that 
notwithftanding they had no Averfion to the Overtures of 
Peace; it was not thro want of Means or Courage to pro- 
fecute the War, that they were willing to accept it. They 
fat in publick upon the Works to eat, and flung Cakes of 


-Maiz, among the common People, to fhew that they had 


Plenty of Provifions; and from time to time feveral of 
their Chiefs fally’d out, and challene’d the ftouteft. Cham- 
pion of the Spaniards to a fingle Combat ; But thofe Chal- 
lengers did not long continue there, foon retiring in again, 
as well pleafed with the Bravado, as they could have been 
with the Victory, had they obtained it. One of them in- 
deed advanced near the Place where Cortez, ftood, and, by 
the Ornaments of his Nakednefs, feem’d to be a Perfon of 
fome Diftinétion ; his Arms were a Sword and Buckler of 


- one of the Spaniards, whom they had facrificed. This Jn- 


dian, with the greateft Arrogance, perfifted in his Defiance, 
infomuch that Cortez, quite out of Patience with his Noife 
and prefumptuous Behaviour, order’d his Interpreter to tell 
him, “ That if he would bring ten others like himfelf, he 
“ would give leave to that Spamiard (pointing to his Page 
“ who bore his Shield) to engage them all at once.” The 
Mexican was not infenfible of the Contempt, but, without 
feeming to take any notice of it, continued his Defiance 
with ftill greater Infolence ; and the Page, whofe Name 
was fuan Nunez, de Mercado, a Youth about fixteen, or at 
moft feventeen Years of Age, fuppofing that this Affair re- 
garded him, fince his Mafter had dire¢tly pointed him out, 
without being obferved got out of the Croud, and, making 
the beft fhift he could to get over the Ditch, attack’d the 
Challenger, who ftood ready prepard ; but the Page, re- 
ceiving the firft Blow upon his Shield, at the fame Inftant 
gave his Adverfary fo bold and vigorous a Thruft, that, with- 
out needing a fecond Wound, he brought him down dead 
upon the Spot. This Action was greatly applauded by the 
Spaniards, and admired by the Enemy. The Page, imme- 
diately after his Exploit, returned, and threw down the 
Sword and Buckler of the vanquifhed Mexican at the Ge- 
neral’s Feet, who was fo highly pleafed with fuch early Va- 
lour, that he embraced him with great Tendernefs, and, 
with his own Hand, girt on upon him that Sword which 
with fuch Bravery he had won, and enhanced the Reputa- 
Nn tion 
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tion which he had acquired by his Merit, by admitting 
him, tho’ fo young, into the Conyerfation of the cae 
and moft diftinguith’d Perfons in the Army. m 

DurinG the three or four Days Sufpenfion of Arms, 
Guatimozin held feveral Councils to deliberate on. the 
Overtures of Peace which had been made him, and the 
Majority voted for the admitting the Treaty, being fenfible 
of the miferable Condition to. which they were already re- 
duced ; while others, conforming their Sufftages to the 
Inclination of their Sovereign, fhewed themfelyes willing 
to continue the War; but the deteftable idolatrous Priefts, 
whofe Opinions were looked upon by thofe deluded Peo- 
ple as the immediate and abfolute Commands of, their 
talfe Deities, {upported the lefler Number, afluring Viétory 
with dark and myfterious Menaces, and, like Oracles,, in- 
{piring the whole Aflembly with the fame diabolical Fury 
which poffeffed their own Breafts, Upon this it was una- 
nimoutly refolyed to profecute the War, and immediately 
to renew their Hoftilities, while Guatimozin difguifed, his 
Obftinacy under the {pecious Pretext of Obedience to his 
Gods ; but before he broke up the Council, he gave Or 
ders that all the Piraguas and Canoes. fhould retire to a cer 
tain fort of Bay, which the Lake made in that pare of the 
City, in order to fecure a Retreat in cafe they fhould be 
driven to Extremity. | 

T u1s Order was inftantly put in execution, and an in- 
credible Number of thofe Veflels made to. that Bay, with 

_nomore People in them than. were juft. neceffary. to con- 
duct them thither; of which Motion immediate Notice. 
was fent from the Spaniards, who were upon the Lake, to 
Cortez, who, without hefitation, prefently concluded, 
That the Mexicans were ufing thofe Precautions with no 
other View than to fecure their Prince’s Perfon, leaving the 
War ftill on foor, and the Pofleffion of the City to be 
difputed. Hereupon he appointed Gonzalo de Sandoval 
for Commander in Chief of all the Brigantines, with 
Orders to furround the Bay at a diftance, and to have a 
watchful Eye upon whatever Motion the Enemy fhould. 
happen to make. Soon after he advanced with his Troops, 
with a Defign of approaching their Fortifications, and to 
forward the Peace by the Appearance of War: But the 
Enemy had already received Orders to defend themfelves, 
and before the advanced Guard of the Spamiards came ups 

the 
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the Indians declared the Breach of the Treaty by their 
hoftile Cries, and with a fteady and refolute Countenance 
prepared for the Encounter ; but it prefently appeard that 
their Haughtinefs and Courage began to fail them: for 
they no fooner perceived the terrible Havock which the 
firft Difcharges ot the Cannon made in their wooden For- 
tification, which they had foolifhly imagin’d to be impe- 
netrable, but they became fenfible of their Danger, and, 
according to Appearances, they fent notice thereof to Gya- 
timozin ; for it was not long before they made Signs of ‘de- 
manding a Parley, by hanging out white Cloths, and very 
frequently repeating the word Peace. 

Tuex were given to underftand by the Interpreters, 
thar. whoever had any Propofals to offer from their Prince, 
might approach; upon which Affurance three or four 
Mexicans, who by their Apparel feem’d to be Perfons of 
fome Note, appear’d on the further Side of the Ditch. 
Thefe Deputies, having firft made their accuftom’d Humi- 
liations, wich an affected Gravity, told Cortez, “ That the 
“ Supreme Majefty of Guatimozin,’ their Lord and Sove- 
“ reign, had named them his Servants to treat of an ami- 
“ cable Accommodation, and had fent them to hear what 
“ Propofals the Captain-of the Spaniards had. to make, in 
*“ order to inform his Mexican Majefty of the Articles of 
“ the Capitulation.” Cortez, reply’d, “ That his real and 
“ only View was Peace, and that notwithftanding he had 
“ it in his power to give Laws to thofe who fo long had 
“ refus'd to hearken to Reafon, yet he once more ofterd 
““ them Peace, and was ready to renew the Treaty which 
“ they had broken: But that Affairs’ of this nature were 
“ difficult to be adjufted by third Perfons, wherefore it was 
“ requifire that cheir Prince fhould either appear in Perfon, 
“ or at leaft that he fhould approach with his Counfellors 
‘¢ and Minifters nearer at hand, in order to be the more 
“ conveniently confulted, in cafe any Difpute or Difficulty 
“ fhould arife ; afluring them, that he was fully difpofed 
“ to agree to every thing that was not repugnant or inju- 
“ rious to the fuperiour Authority of his own Sovereign ; 
“ with which View he promis’d upon his Word of Honour, 
“ (which-he alfo confirmed by an Oath) That he would nog 
“only, on his Part, caufe all Hoftilities to ceafe, but 
“ would likewife take particular Care that his Royal Perfon 


“ fhould be in the greateft Security, and that he fhould be 
“ treated 
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«“ treated with all the Deference and Refpect due to the 
“ Mexican Emperor.” _ iia? ? Ol 
T ux Deputies upon this immediately tetir'd, feeming 
very well fatisfied with this Anfwer, and the fame Evening 
return’d to the fame Place, with a Meflage to Cortez;  tel- 
ling him, “ That his Mexican Majefty would not) fail of 
“ coming thither the next day, with his Minifters and Atten- 
« dants, to be near at hand to take Cognizance of the Arti- 
« cles of the Treaty.” His real Intent was, with various Pre- 
texts, to continue and prolong the Conferences, ‘till all the 
Piraguas and Canoes could be got together ina Readinefs, 
in order to fecure his Retreat, which had been already :pofi- 
tively refolvd on: and, accordingly the fame Meflengers 
returnd again at the Hour appointed, pretending, “ That 
“ 4 certain unforefeen Accident had prevented their Prince 
« from keeping his Word, and that he could not poffibly 
“ come ’till the Morrow.” After this, Guatimozin again put 
off his Affignation, on pretence, of firft adjufting fome 
Points and Conditions relating to the Ceremonies and For- © 
malities of that Interview ; and ina word, four Days pafs'd 
in thefe Excufes and Delays: nor was the Artifice difcoverd 
rill fomewhat later than it fhould have been; for Cortez, 
firmly believ’d that they really defur'd Peace, founding that 
Belief upon the Exigence of their prefent Condition, and 
had actually made fome Preparations for the Reception 
of Guatimozin, with State and Magnificence. But when 
Information was brought him of what pafs’d inthe Lake, he 
was inwardly afham’d of his having fufferd himfelf to be 
fo imposd upon, and for having retain’d fo good an Opinti- 
on of the Sincerity of thofe Barbarians, after {o many Delays, 
and could not forbear breaking our into Threats againft 
them ; fhewing that Anger and Refentment, to conceal his 
Confufion, and feeming fenfible of the Difference there is 
between being openly infulted, and deceittully furpriz’d. 
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The Mexicans attempt to make their Re- 
treat by the Lake. They engage the Brigan- 
tines with their Canoes, in order to facilitate 
Guatimozins Efcape. He is made Prifoner, 
and the City furrenders. 


HE Day being come, which Cortez, had appointed 
al Weal the Adexican. Deputies, as the utmoft Period of 
je —Ey| : oe 
qs) Time he would allow them to refolve in, Gon- 

zalo de Sandoval difcover'd, at the Dawn of the 
Morning, great Multicudes of Mexicans with all imaginable 
diligence imbarking on board the Canoes, which were 
in the Bay. Of this Motion he fent immediate Notice 
to Cortez, and getting together the Brigantines which 
were diftributed in divers Creeks, he flowly made to- 
wards them: ’till he was near enough to. play his. Ar- 
tillery. At the fame time the Canoes of the Enemy, 
on board of which were all the Nobility, and almoft all 
the principal Perfons of the City, began to move, . they. ha- 
ving unanimoufly refolvd to make their, laft Efforts 
again{t, the Brigantines, and at all Hazards to maintain 
the Fight, till their Prince had made his. Retreat; :after 
which, they were to difperfe and follow him: by feveral 
Ways, Accordingly they put this Defign, in. execution, 
attacking the Brigantines with fuch Vigour, that without 
being any wife difmayd at the Havock the Cannon made 
among them at a diftance, they undauntedly advanced 
to. receive the Strokes of Swords and. Lances. But at 
rlié fame time that the (Mexicans were engaging with fuch 
extraordinary . Fury, Gonzalo de Sandoval obferved. that 
from the fartheft part of the Bay, fix or feven Piraguas, 
with the utmoft force of Oars, were making the beft of 
Oa their 
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their way ; Upon which he immediately orderd Captain 
Garcia de Holguin to chace them with his Brigantine, and, 
with as little Damage as poflible, to endeavotir to take them. 

He pitched upon Holguin for this Action, as well for the 


Confidence he had in his Courage and Diligence, as for the | 


great Swiftnefs of his Veffel,. which Difference of that 
Brigantine from the reft, might perhaps Uepend upon the 
Strength and Dexterity of his. Rowers; ot probably was ra- 
ther owing to the Goodnefs of her Make, by which fhe was 
more obedient to the Oats ; a Citcumftarice of no {mall 
Advantage and Importance  4n thofe- Veflels.. That Cap- 
tain, without lofing a, moments time, mote than was jutt 
neceffary for tacking about, and for the Rowers Yo take Breath, 
ued {uch extraordinary Diligence, that Ne foon overtook 
them ; when turning the Head of his Brigantine, he fell 
in upon the foremoft Psragua, which feem’d to command 
the reft. They all at once ceas'd from rowing, and lay up- 
on their Oars when they found themifelves attacked, and 
foine of thofe who were in the firft Piragna call’d out amain 
to the Brigantine not tofite; faying, the Royal. Perfon of 
his Mexican Majefty wason board that Veffel, which Words 
were interpreted by fome Spanifh Soldiers, who began to 
have a {mall fmattering of the Mexican Language : and the 
better to make thenifelvés underftood, ‘they flung down their 
‘Arms, accompanying their Requeft with all the Demon+ 
ftrations of Pedple who ‘furrendred.’ Upon this, the Brigan- 
tines boatded the ‘Piragua, into which Garcia de Holguin, 
with fome of the Spantards, immediately léap’d, in order 
to féctite the Prize. Guatimozin inftantly advanced, and, 
‘diftinguifhing the Captain by the Refpect paid him by the 
teft, faid, J am your Prifoner, and ready to-go whither foever you 
think fit to conduct me : AI have'to defire of you, ts, that 
fome regard ‘may be’had to the Elonour of the Emprefs ‘my 
‘Confort, and to that of the Women who accompany her. \ He 
‘then’ pafs'd into the Brigantine, aifd gave his Hand to that 
Princefs to"help her‘tip ; and jas fo tmuchmafter of him- 
felf, and fo far from being in any” Confteffation, ‘that “per- 
‘Geiving Holguin to'Ve in foine Coneein about theotherP:ra- 
‘guas, he ‘with‘eréar Sedatenefs of ‘Countenance, added, Tou 
Wise no ‘occasion,’ Sir, to give your felf any Trouble concerning 
thofe my Followers,’ for they will all come’to die iat the Feevof 
their Prince. ‘atid upon’ the ‘firft Signal he made tliem, they 
‘let their Weapons drop out’ of their Hands, and followed 
the 
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the Brigantine as Prifoners, in obedience to their Sove- 
reign’s Command. 

GONZALO DE SanpovaL was all that time hotly engaged 
with the Canoes, and, by the Refiftance he met with, he 
became fenfible of the Quality of thofe who defended 
them, and of the great Courage and Fidelity of the A/ext- 
can Nobility ; who, at the hazard of their own Lives, had 
undertaken to fecure their Prince’s Liberty. — But the Con- 
flict was of no long continuance, becaute they foon had 
notice of his being taken ; which they no fooner under- 
ftood, but their loud military Cries were converted into 
dolorous, yet lefs noify Lamentations. They did not 
only furrender with little or no refiftance, but feveral of 
the Nobility requefted that they might be taken on board 
the Brigantines, to follow the Fortune of their Prince. 
- Garcia pE Hoteuin came up at the fame time, having 
firft difpatch’d away a Canoe with the News to Cortez ; and 
without bearing down too near upon Sandoval's Brigantine, 
he gave him, as he pafled by, a brief Account of what 
had happen’d: but perceiving that he was defirous of 
taking charge of that important Prifoner, he made the beft 
of his way, left Sandoval fhould fend him an Order to that 
purpofe, and his refufing to obey, fhould be look'd upon 
‘as a ‘Crime. 3 | 

Tue Spaniards in the City were, in the mean while, 
‘carrying on their Attack againft the Wooden Fortification, 
and the Mexicans who had undertaken to ‘defend it, in 
order to make a Diverfion-on that fide, matmtain’d ‘their 
sround with notable Courage and Refolution, till being 
inform’d by their Sentinels of the Misfortune of the Pira- 
gnas which attended Guatimozin, they, more like “Men 
aftonifhed than terrify’d, retired in confufion and diforder. 

Tu Occafion of that fudden ‘Change was‘foon'known : 
for at that very inftant arrived the Canoe fent by Holguin ; 
and »Cortez,, lifting up his Eyes towards Heaven, as iac- 
nowledging the ‘Supreme Author of all his Fortune and 
Succefs, ordered his‘Captains to keep their ground within 
view of the Fortifications, without attempting any thing 
till farther Inftruétions; fending ‘at the fame time two 
Companies ‘of Spaniards to the Landing-Place to guard 
the Royal 'Prifoner, and then went himfelt -to receive him 
not far from the Quarters, which he did with very great 
‘Gourtefy and Refpect, Signs and Geftures ferying inftea 

Oo 


f 
148 The Hiffory of the CONQUEST Book V. 


of Words : to which, Guatimozin made a return in the 
fame Language, endeavouring to conceal the Agitations of 
his Breaft, by a forced Complaifance. 

Beinc come to the Entrance into the General’s Quar- 
ters,. they all made a ftop, and Guatimozin, with the Em- 
prefs, went in firft, affecting to fhew that he had no reluc- 
tance to his Confinement. They both immediately took 
their feats; but that Prince, feeming to recollect himfelf, 
prefently rofe up again, and defired Cortez, to fit down. 
He was, in thefe Beginnings of his Adverfity, fo much 
Mafter of himfelf,; that, knowing the Interpreters by. the 
Place where they were pofted, he began the Convertation, 
faying to the General, Why do you delay, valiant and renowned 
Captain, with that Sword you wear by your Side, to. take 
away my Life? Prifoners of my Rank ave but a Burden. to 
the Conqueror.  Difpatch me then at once, and let me have 
at “ep the fatisfaction of dying by your Hand, fince I could 
not obtain the Happinefs of ae my Life in my Country's 
Defence. | | . | p 

H« would. gladly have proceeded ; but here all his 
Conftancy fail'd him, and only his Tears uttered the reft, 
putting a ftop. to his Words, and forcing ‘their way thro’ 
his unwilling.Eyes. His.Royal. Confort bore him compa- 
ny with lefs referve, and Cortez, found himfelf. obliged to 
do violence to his Pity..and Compaflion, to avoid follow- 
ing their Example: but after allowing thofe Iuftrious Pri- 
foners {ome time to vent their Sorrow, he anfwered Guya- 
timozin, “ That he was-not his Prifoner, nor was his Great- 
“nefs fallen into fo inglorious a Condition as that; bur 
“ that he was Prifoner to. a Monarch fo great and powertul, 
“that the whole Univerfe had no one Porentate who was 
‘‘ his Superior in any, refpect, and fo good and bountiful 
“ withal, that, from his Royal.Clemency, he might not 
“only hope to, regain, his. lott Liberty, but-even the. Em- 
“ pite of his Anceftors, with the glorious Addition) of. his 
“ Friendfhip: And that, in the mean while; till he could 
“ receive his Sovercign’s Inftructions, he fhould be re{pected 
“ by the Spamards, and treated among them in fuch a.man- 
“ner, that he fhould nor mifs his own Mexican Subjects.” 
Cortez, would have proceeded to comfort him with fome 
Examples of other unfortunate Princes, but Guatimozin was 
then too heavily opprefled with.Grief to admit of - any 
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Confolation, for which reafon the General fearing that he 
fhould rather mortify, than appeafe him, defifted for the 
prefent ; confolatory Words and Perfuafions being of little 
Force or Efficacy to make any Impreflions upon the Minds 
of dethroned Potentates ; neither is it an eafy matter to 


find Refignation in thofe Hearts which are ignorant of the 
True God. 


GUATIMOZIN was a Prince about twenty three, or 


twenty four Years of Age, {o brave, that, at thofe Years, he 
5 ’ j 


had by his Exploits, and Victories in the Field, rifen to 


thofe Honours which qualified the Nobles to afcend the 


Throne. He was, as to his Perfon, extreamly well pro- 
portion’d, tall, yet robuft and ftrong builc, and of fo fair 
a Complexion, that among thofe of his own Nation, he 
look’d like one of a different Climate. His Face, which 
fuited well with the reft, difcoverd a haughty Mind, and 
was fo habituated to command Refpect, that even amidft 
the inward Agitations of his Soul, he loft nothing of the 
Majefty of his Air. The Emprefs, who was about the fame 
Age, by the Gracefulnefs ot her Carriage, and the Viva- 
city of her Mien, attracted the Eyes of all ; bur her Beau- 
ty was rather manly and miajeftick, than. delicate, look- 
ing well at the firft Sight; which Agreeablenefs {oon 
diminifh’d, tho’ the Majefty of. her Prefence {till conti- 
nud. She was Niece to the Great _Motez.uma,,‘or, as 
fome fay, his Daughter; which when Cortez underftood, 
he renewd the Offers of his beft Service, . protefling 
himfelf oblig’d to pay to the Perfon of that Princeis, 
the Veneration he owd to the Memory of that Mo- 
narch. ) 

Iw the mean while he thought it neceflary to return to 
his Troops, in order to reduce that. part of the, Cicy,. which 
was ftill in the Enemy’s pofleffion ; fo that,breaking off the 
Converfation for the prefenz, he very courteoufly took leave 
of his Royal Prifoners, giving them in charge to Gonzalo. de 
Sandoval, with a {ufficient Guard; but before his Departure, 
word was brought him, that Guatimozin, defird to, {peak 
with him : his Defign, as ic prefently appeard, being to 
intercede for the Mexicans, his late \, Vaflals....\When 
the General came,).that Prince, in. the ,moft prefling 
Terms, conjur’d him, wot to imyure or mifufe them ‘ fiace they 
only wanted the knowledge of his being a Prifoner,..to _1- 
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disce them to furrender. He had fo much Prefence of Mind, 
that he readily guefs'd at the Occafion of the General’s De- 
parture, and in the midft of his Afflictions had the Welfare 
and Prefervation of his Subjects at heart: a Care truly wor- 
thy of a princely Mind 1 And notwithftanding Cortez, 
gave him Affurances that he would treat them with Leniry, 


- yet he earneftly defir'd Permiffion for one of his own Mi- 


nifters to go along with him, to difpofe the Mexican 
Troops, and the reft of his Subjects to {ubmir, and to tell 
them from him, “ That they fhould obey the General of 
“ the Spaniards, {ince it was not reafonable or prudent in 
“ them to incenfe a Perfon who had their Prince in his 
“ power, or refufe to conform themfelves to the Decrees 
“ of their Deities.” 

Cortez found the Army in the fame Pofture in which he 
had lett it, nor had the leaft Alteration happen’d during his 
Abfence ; for the Enemy, who had retir’d upon the firft Con- 
fternation they had been put into, by the news of their Em- 

eror’s being taken, had neither Courage enough left to 


defend themfelves, nor Judgment to capitulate. Gwati- 


mozin’s Minifter enterd their Quarters, and immediately 
upon his acquainting them with the Orders he brought, 
they threw down their Arms, and {ubmitted. ic 
By the Mediation of that Minifter, ic was agreed, that 
they fhould niarch out without Arms ot Baggage, which 
they immediately put in execution after fo precipirate a 
Manner, that in a few Moments the Place was evacuated. 
It raiscd Admiration in the Beholders, to fee the Multitudes 
of military Men that ftill remain’d, after fo many Defears 
and {uch confiderable Lofles. Great Care was taken to 
prevent their being any way molefted or il ufed in their 
Retreat ; and fuch Deference and Regard was paid to the 
General’s Orders, that there was not {o much as an oppro- 
brious or injurious Word heard among the Confederate fz- 
dians, who fo mortally hated the Adexicans. ae 
Te Troops then march’d into that remaining part of 
the (City, where they found nothing but miferable Objects, 
horrible to the Sight, and’ dreadful’ even to the Thought; 


fome fick and difabled Wrertches, who could not follow the 


reft, and others grievoufly wounded, ‘all callme upon Death 
to relieve them from their Mifery, and exclaiming ‘againtt 
the unfeafonable Clemency of the ‘Conquerors: ‘bur no- 


thing 
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thing made {6 great an Impreffion upon the Spamards, and 


filld their Souls with Horror fo much, as the fight of cer- 
tain Courts and deferted Houfes, where the Jndians 
had heap’d up the Bodies of all the Men ot Note who had 
been flain in Battle, in order at leifure to celebrate their 
Funeral Obfequies ; from whence proceeded fuch an into- 
lerable Stench, that they were even afraid to breathe ; and, 
in effect, the Air was little lefs than inteéted therewith, 
which obliged them to haften their Retreat. Cortez, ha- 
ving affign'd Quartets to Gonzalo de Sandoval,and Pedro de 
Alvarado, at {ome diftance from that contagious Place, and 
given what other Orders he thought requifice, retired with 
his Prifoners to Cuyoacan (taking wich him the Body of 
Troops commanded by Chriffoval de Olid) ‘cll the City 
could be cleans’d and freed trom thofe Horrors; whither in 
a few daysafter he return’d, to confider of the propereft 
Means to eftablifh and maintain his Conqueft, and to take 
neceflary Precautions and Meatures with regard to the Con- 
fequences which might attend this profperous Expedi- 
tion. 

Tue Imprifonment of Guatimozin, and the entire Re- 
duGtion of Mexico, happened on the Thirteenth of Auguft, 
in the Year 1521, being the Day of St. Hypolito ; in Me- 
mory whereof, the City, to this day, celebrates the Feftival 
of that great Martyr, under the Title of Patron of Mexico. 
The Siege continued ninety-three Days ; and in the various 
Events of profperous and adverfe Fortune, the Judgment, In- 
trepidity, and Conftancy of Cortez, is equally to be admir'd 
with the indefatigable Perfeyerance and Valour of the Spa- 
niards, and the Unanimity and Obedience of the Confede- 
rate Nations; allowing to the Mexicans the Honour of ha- 
ving defended their Prince and Country with the urmoft 
Efforts of Bravery and Patience. 

Arter thetaking of Guatimoxin, and the Conquett 
of the Capital City of that vaft Empire, the Tributary 
Princes firft came in to acknowledge, and to do Homage ro 
the Conqueror ; and their Example was foon follow'd by 
the Caziques of the circumjacent Dittracts, fome. be- 
ing induced to it by the great Reputation of the Spa- 
mards, and others compell’d by force of Arms 5 and ina 
(hort time was erected that noble Monarchy, which merits 
the Name of New Spain, the Great Emperot sey 
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the Fifth owing to Hernan Cortez, no lefs than a new 
Crown, well worthy of his Imperial Temples. A Won- 
derful Conqueft, and a moft  Illuftrious Conqueror, 
among thole which many Ages rarely produce, and of which 
there are but few Examples in Hiftory ! 
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